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famefyftem of policy be purfued among them, 
which had in other countries been produdive 
of the lofs of freedom. Forgetful by what 
very different means the fame ends may be 
accomplifhed, they might have beheld with 
the indifference of unconcerned fpedators, 

' meafures in reality of the moft dangerous 
tendency, yet whofe objed they either mif- 

• took, or would not be at the pains of difco- 
vering •, and, deceived by an apparent refped 
paid to the forms of their conflitution, they 
might h^LVjC remitted that jealous attention, 
with which fuch a people fhould ever watch 
over their rights and privilege^, till they had 
fuffered the fpirit of it to have been fo far 
loft, as to awaken from their lethargy, perhaps 
to lament their folly, but too late to corredl 
their error. 

Nor is it furprifing, that the; bulk of a 
people fhould not be much alarmed at mi- 
nute in vafions of their conftitution, made at 
fepariate and probably diftant periods. of time. 
Encroachments on their political,, as Ipng as 
their civil liberties remain untouched, do 
not come fufficiently home to individuals, to 
awaken their refentment, and roufe that 

. fpirit of opppfition, fo necefTary to flop the 

. farther progrefs of the ufurpations of power; 

while 
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while a judicious prince will not attempt any 
frefh innovations, till the nation is become 
reconciled to thofc already introduced. Thus, 
together with the alterations in the govern- 
ment, change alfo the difpofitions of the 
people : the defigns of the governors, and in- 
clinations of the governed, go hand in hand ; 
and tyranny may fteal as it were impercep- 
tibly upon them, before they are aware of 
their danger. 

But the late revolution in Sweden, which 
in one day produced a change as total, as it 
was fudden and unexpected: which in one 
day converted a government, fuppofed to be 
the moft free of any in Europe, into an ab- 
folute monarchy: which was attended with 
a degree of facility in the execution, to be 
equalled only by the expedition with which 
it was accompliflied : yet accompliftied by 
.means, in appearance fo inadequate to the 
importance of the undertaking. — This is an 
event, which, while it deftroys the grounds 
on which a free people may hitherto have 
reftcd their fecurity with refped to their li- 
berties, muft, at the fame time, prevent for 
the future their any longer cohfidering the 
lofs of them as an objed fo remote as to 
B 2 admit 
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admit of the imdlbft irelexafcioin tof trhut ««^i^ 
gHonce, with which they fhould -cvjer*abteiid 
to tiheir fae&ava&oh. 

An dttetltioft *lfhe 'itrcrre 'neceffary, as^fbcr* 
ty, like hotrour, tvhen 'ontt Idft, 'is *for 'Arc 
moft^part, ifrctt^vcrably fo. 

If wc look into the tiiftory oFIEurqpe, 
.many arc the inllances wHich occur of Free 
Hates riibmitting, *by degrees, to the yote o'f 
defpotifm : but we feldom, if ever, meet with 
*tn*iriftance-xff a natron -cmce completely -len- 
?l^ved, having 'rccovefed 'their liberties. So 
that f heconnnonly-rtecef vcd ttxiom^in politics, 
•th^fall ^bivernmcrits contain -within -fhcm- 
':ftJlvcte' the pDinofpte-of-f heir deftftf4tion,feeinB 
mnfoiftuwatdly to hold go»d- only with refpcS 
to fhofe of a 'popular nature; Avhile-fudh ais 
^itablifliafbiftrary power, eppeanj^in'a^mantter, 
tJxempt from the ^flu£tudtfon igenemlly anoi- 
dont tO'humun »inftltmions; 'and ^to ^be -no 
otherwife -a£bdlcd by time, than to aequire 
*ftabJHty in -prapertion ^tO' their edbration. 

The reafon of this is fo obvious, as Tcarce 
to need its being pointed out. A free govern- 
ment IKould be the j\ift medinm' between the 
two extremes of defpotitm and licentiouC- 
nefe } and Ihoiild equally avoid the opprdf- 

fion 
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fbn 00 thd ^oe^, and, the tumulA aad, diibcdeia^ 
«Ctea4ant on* tlxe other. But as. thexe is. am 
almoft aatUFali teadjencji^ iA thjebiomaa miod, 
tosiai^iato.exlfiteracis^jil: wili be!fo.iib4 a3 dif*- 

£9iiv« it wh€a ohtaiacd: as fucha go»vQi;Qr 
n«nt fi^soift a iyftcm covpofed of a v4ri«t]f 
of paortS) whicjb qmqH t« bo dttl}^ i&tte4 wA 
prc^xMTtioned ta easeb other^ th« mainJkaioiog 
of an equilibrium aiQOOg; tbefc. partjs^ is % ppiiM; 
as eflential to its eiiflence, as it is difficult to 
compafs. For this purpofe, a ftce people 
fhould underftand as weH as love their conftitu- 
tion;ihouldkiiow in what true liberty confifts, 
as well as poflefs ipirit to defend her when 
attacked ^ aod have their minds fufEci^ntly 
enlightened todired and moderate tha^t zeal 
and ardour, which fhould animate, their 
breads in the caufe of freedom j but which, 
if unreftrained, by carrying them too great 
lengths, might rather endanger the lofs, than 
fccure to them the poffeffion of it. 

On the other hand, de(potifm, more fimple 
in its nature, more uniform in its opera tipnsi, 
is not liable to thofe internal diforders, to 
which free governments fo often qwe their 
ruin. To obey^ fums ijp the whole duty of 
B 3 thofe 
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thofe who are bound to live under it. Whilft 
fear, ignorance, and prejudice J qualities by 
no means rare among manjcind, are, perhaps, 
as well calculated to render them good fub- 
jeds of fuch a government, as the contrary 
qualities of public fpirit, refolution, libera- 
lity of mind, and freedom of fentiment, are 
found to be neceffary in thofe, who arc happy 
enough to poffefs a conftitution, the objedt 
of which is political liberty. 

It is not, therefore, to the complicated na- 
ture of a free, or fimplicity of a defpotic go- 
vernment, that we are alone to afcribe the 
precarious duration of the former, or ftability 
of the latter J but likewife to the number of 
qualities requifite in the fubjeds of the one, 
in order to enable them to preferve it j whilft 
the other fpecies of government will maintain 
its ground, whether thofe who are fubjed to 
it are poflefled of fuch qualities or not. 

But, at the fame time that thefe reafons 
may ferve to account for the revolutions to 
which free ftates have ever been fo peculiarly 
liable j they might alfo teach us to exped, 
that liberty would flourifh in proportion as 
the minds of men become enlightened : that 
in an age in which the principles of fociety 

itfelf. 
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itfclf, have been confidered as a fcicnccj 
the nature of government analyfcd, afcer- 
tained, and reduqed in fome meafure to a 
fyftem: when, confequently, in proportion 
to the progrefs made in this fcience, and to 
the. general increafe and diffufion of political 
knowledge among mankind, the benefits re- 
fulting from freedom, muft not only be more 
univerfally known, but likewife the means 
of acquiring or prcferving it, better under- 
ftood; in fuch an age, it might have been 
expeded, that liberty would have had fome 
altars ereded to her, where fhe had been for- 
gotten or unknown before; and that fhe 
would have become doubly fecure among 
thofe, who, already pofTcfTed of her, were 
well acquainted with her value. On the 
contrary, we need only give a glance over 
the prefent ftate of Europe, to perceive, that 
the very reverfe of this has been the cafe. 
We fhall find that liberty has been chafed 
from fome of the few afylums fhe had Icfl; 
and that in mofl of the countries where mo- 
narchy was eflablifhed, the regal power has, 
ever fince the commencement of the §fteenth 
century, been conflantly verging towards 
that defpotifm which at prefent prevails fo 
univerfally throughout Europe. So that ar- 
bitrary 
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ttttary p&w» ftgfifr' ifd- mW-r^fiXtS^t 
cKSiis tli(i' m6fe ftr8Hg!y- oif the iBi^pftli 
ijf tfce>iHhaBiUht«f oP Eiift^> iniJifepM^sa 
d^' tfit^ 6e<am^' mdi^iBflflble'<SP"tHe-rf8¥ltti 
tagef of freedinii: A^ja-iHef^ riitiftriav^'cbfli 
Wtit'rthiiilTdVfey wiilr ^ftnMHg' t*il^ fli^T n«>i 
iWitidiitt of piiblW liBfeWy'yet' eScftbtS' if^lk 
they liiuft ^attVSitiy firijinif toifliaf#>^H4»- 
ittent, ^chtMfollf or igBbJab^cf 6Ft%Wfr 
anceftbM,' had fuffeitd' to eftabtifli"iflBfftd6 
firnily.'to'rdndiei' thie <Jcftru6li6n ofili a^^^ 
fcnt, in any iHa^ ^fadHbdfelii. 

Itafy', oii'de fillfed with p6p\il6us and mdc- 
^enciSiil (iiti'ds,' the fea't^ of comtiaerce, (X 
rUfhe^i and of lifeSsfty, is, in' general", govern- 
ed by tAe ha'rid 6f SeCpbtiM. Itt th^ fdW 
flfeteV ^hat ffiff retifc th6 naitt'e of i^fpubfics, 
fhe bulk of the ]^e6ple, Hn gener^, fn^^i* i fts*- 
v6ref de^ee of op^^6ffioVi, tha'ii ikdfeii^ en!- 
^bftd to Mb' a6kAoWled4e bnt 6ti6 M^ef. 

The Swifs have indeed hitherto been in- 
defetecf for their freedom, to their mountains, 
their poverty, and their bravery. 

The ineffectual ftrug^les for liberty of tbp 
Cortes in Spain, at the commencement of the 
reign of Charles the Fifth,' anfwered no other 
purpofe, than to give that monarch an oppor- 
tunity 
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iMnity^crf'lSymgnlfe-fbWi'da^ thif abfo- 

, l^ot^gkV has" fhVred tlic Itme' fatb with 
Sjj>«ltt^ The'-kft-r&vcJlUtibnitftar happettcd in 
thatkiiigtteiif,- ofiiy gave thd Pbrtwguezfe a^ 
n^W'rhttftW, b\W? pttJduGcd iro change in fa- 
wob 6f liberty.' 

iti'ft'ance; tlie dbleft^ and ittoft' eriterprizing 
of h€t mihitfefs; liiid^r one of the weakelt 
a:Ad' liibft ttiilid of KeY mdnarclis, uilfortu- 
liatdy made fhc dferfr'u(flidri of the fittall rem- 
naiit of the liberties* of that kitlgdbm, which 
iiad^dfcaped th6 artTiirandinfS'diotfs policy of 
Louiis iflie Xrth; one of the chief objeas of a 
long arfmihiftrat'idn. fie fiiccifeded but too 
well J aftd wfiate ver was left undone, in. this 
refped' by Kiclilleu, was aftcFv^afds efFecSlual- 
ly compl'eated by Colbert 

Toconfidcr the little ceremony with which 
the French monarchs, at this day, treat their 
parliaments^ and the real' infigilificancy of 
thofe bodies; whi'ch are become rather the 
inrtruments of the power of the fovefeign, 
than the guardians of the rights of the peo^ 
pie ; one could hardly Coriceiv^c, that thofe 
very parliaments were once the reprcfenta- 

tives 
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lives of the ftates-general of the kiftgdoni, in 
whom the fuprcme power was lodged, and 
who pofleffed an authority nearly fimilar to 
that once enjoyed by the ftates themfelves. 

The prodigious fuperiority of the hotifes 
of Auftria and Brandenburg over every other 
power in the empire, certainly places the li- 
berties of Germany, or rather the independ* 
ence of the German princes, on the moft pre- 
carious footing. The emperor, abfolute in 
his hereditary dominions, (the generous fpirit 
of the Hungarians having been long jGnce 
fubdued) feems to have no other barriers to 
the increafe of his authority in the empire, 
than what his own moderation may lay down. 
It is certain, fhould their Imperial and Pruf- 
lian majefties think proper to unite, for the 
purpofe of carrying any particular point, the 
combined forces of the remainder of the 
Germanic body, would be fcarcely capable of 
refilling them. 

The maintaining of a balance of power 
among the different ftates of Europe, once 
confidered as an objed of fuch importance 
by them, feems, if we may judge from the 
partition of Poland, no longer to be held in 
the fame. light: the apprehenfion of the in- 
terference 
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terfcrence of any foreign power, would con- 
fequently prove no obflacle to the views of 
the above-mentioned monarchs, whenever 
ambition fhall prompt them, or may hereafter 
their fucceffors, to divide the fpoils of the 
numerous petty princes of the empire. 

The fate of Dantzick may likewife prove a 
leffon to the free cities, and teach them what 
they are one day to exped. 

In Holland the government, it is true, 
nearly retains its form j but, fince the office 
of ftadtholdcr has been rendered hereditary, 
it feems, in a great meafure, to have loft its 
fpirit. Attentive only to their mercantile in- 
terefts, relying for their fafety more on the 
divifions of their neighbours than on their 
own ftrength, the Dutch appear no longer to 
pofTefs that martial and independent fpirit 
which diftinguifhed their anceftors ; their at- 
tachment to liberty, which men feel ftrongeft 
when fhe is moft pcrfecuted, muft have abat- 
ed in a proportionable degree ; fo that the au- 
thority of the ftadtholder bids fair to equal 
that of any fovereign in Europe. 

Poland, the nobility of which, at leaft, were 
the freeft in the world, has fallen into the 
hands of two of the moft abfolute princes 

now 



now cxiftingy and into thofe of a thbd, who 
may become fo whenever he pleafcs; 

Denmark, a century lince, made a volun- 
tary fnrrender of rtsr fibertics into the handis 
of its monarch. The dreadful- defpotilnr of 
Ruffiars weir known. 

And now we beho!d a country, generally 
fiippofed to have poffcfTed one of the mod 
free governments that ever was effabliXhed 
among any people, which hais. m one day 
beer^ deprived of that government, and com*- 
peNed to feceive an abfolute monarchy in its 
rooo>. Thus arbitrary pow6r fecms,. like a 
plague, to have fprcad itfclf over almoft the 
whole face of Europe, from the coafb of the 
Medilerranean to the fbores of the froscxi 
ocean; whilf): m thefe iilands^ liberty ftiU 
£nds a fandhiairy, as if the fea had proved a 
barrier to &op the progrefs of the contagioo. 

Such is the prefent ftate of Europe, and 
fuch the progrefs made by defpotifm among 
its inhabitants, hitherto, indeed, with a flow 
yet fteady and perfevering ftep ; but in this 
laft inftance with a fudden ftride; notwith- 
ftanding there feems to prevail^ in the pre- 
ient age, a knowledge of the nature of go- 
vernment, a freedom of fentimicnt, and a libe- 
rality 



falky^^^raind, Botttobemot with in any for- 
mtr period* 

Dn the ortier 4>and, dt was ra ^n ^sgc of 
dailcRefs and ignorance, 'Gompared ito-'Shetpre'- 
fent, that political liberty was mtsft umver- 
A% diffufed ttbf OQghotft Europe^ an^Bge in 
which men, mons accufioiB^ ^to ad than to 
f e^£t, po&fied -more ^(pvrit to defend rtheir 
freedom, than judgment tto lead ftbem tto .the 
itrne m6an:K8^of prefer^vii^ it : in iwiiich .the^ 
«xrever cenfidered ;gpvGrnmeBt .as a foieace^ 
rwate ignorant .of* the . natnce rand .principles of 
ipow^r and libeptyj; 'and uuinftraded -by the 
^te-of^oither nation€;, whq,iroxn Jhaving been 
fre^, iiad jpaf&d xinder la Jfokc .of ikvery, 
jtib^ >i60uld .not .fQr.eree fuch rconfequences to 
«themfdiv6fi, and therefore xo^diiave had, no 
.idda^of guardii^g^ag^inflrtbem. 

'The ^period cl alludeOx) ds ftom ^the ;lKigin- 

ning of the thirteenth^to^liieiilDfe^of ithe *fif • 

itcenih century *. To confider the forms of 

gOYernment at that time eilablifhed in all^the 

/kingdoms x)f 'Europe; when the 'Spaniards 

told their (bvereign in fwearing allegiance to 

^him : 

* . Jkfantefqnteu,. in (pcfAmg ^ of ^ &Ke .origin of the Gothic 
government, fays, " At^fiift it was ooixcd.wthtariflocxafy 

" and 
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him : " We, who are each of us as good, and 
^* all together more powerful than you, pro- 
*' mife obedience to your government, if you 
" maintain our rights and privileges: if not, 
" we do not/' 

When a king of France, in the prelude to 
one of his ordinances, expf^ffes himfelf thus, 
*' That as all men were by nature free born^ 
" and as their kingdom was called the king- 
" dom of the Franks, he determined it fhould 
" be fo in reality as well as in name J." To 
confider, I fay, the forms of government then 
eftabliffied throughout Europe, and which 
lafted for the fpace of more than two centu- 
ries, it muft afford matter of aftonifhment, 
how it was polTible that nations once poffeff- 
ed of the moft independent fpirit, and the 
moft enthufiaftic love of liberty, fhould after- 
wards have degenerated into the tame fub- 
jeds of arbitrary power. 

Ifhall 

•* and monarchy ; a mixture attended with this inconveni- 
.*^ ency, that the common people were bondmen. The cuf- 
*< tom afterwards fucceeded of granting letters of- infranchife- 
" ments, and was foon followed by fo perfedt ahanliony bc- 
*• tween the civil liberty of the people, the privileges of the 
" nobility and clergy, and the prince's prerogative, that I 
•* really think there never was in the world a government fo 
« well tempered as that of each part of Europe, fo long as it 
\ « lafted." Vol. i, book u. Chap. 8. . . . 
X Louis loth Ordon. tom. i. p. 583. 
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I (hall beg leave to hazard a few refledi- 
ons to account for this j which I hope will 
not be deemed foreign to the main defign of 
the prefent work, as they will ferve to illuf- 
trate what I fhall have to fay hereafter, rela- 
tive to the government of Sweden, and the 
various revolutions it has undergone. 

Had the different fovereigns of Europe ac- 
quired abfolute authority over their refpec- 
tive fubjeds, during the courfe of the ele- 
venth or twelfth centuries, there are many 
reafons which, upon a fuperficial view, would 
feem very naturally to account for it. 

At thofe periods, and for a confiderable 
time previous to them, the feudal fyftem of 
government, almoft univerfally eftablifhed 
throughout Europe, had degenerated into a 
multiplied tyranny, and confequently the moft 
infupportable of any. The ufurpations of 
the feudal barons, had ft ripped their fove- 
reigns of almoft every prerpgative, and re- 
duced them to a ftate, in which they could 
neither proted a people groaning beneath the 
yoke of fervitude, nor punifh the petty ty- 
rants who lorded it over them with as much 
rigour as authority*. It would not have ap- 
peared 

♦ As In Denmark, in the middle of the laft century. 
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pcared in the leaft extraQrdinary, hadthe low- 
er orders of a, nation fo, circunjftanced, united 
to transfer this a^uthority frpm th?ir ref|)ec- 
.tive nxafters,to their common foverejgn, and 
to have afforded him all the aiSft.ance npcef- 
f^ry to enforce btjcdience to it. By this means 
they would have delivered. themfelves from 
the immediate oppreflipn of their feudaUords 
(as tyranny is ever more int6ler4ble,the near- 

• cr we are placed to its centre) and wotild 
' have' had a fecret fatisfaQion, inrfpired by re- 
venge, in reducing their oppreffors to a/fitu- 
ation fomewhat (imilar to their own. 'How- 
ever, when the human nvirld becomes 'dfebaTed 

' to a certain degree, ^by the depreffi^h <i£ fer- 

vitdde^^men are rcriderednot-oiily incapftbleof 

' cx€eu*ing ifiny|)laft to rfcfeue ihemfelves^'from 

• fo-miferable arftate, but^even of-cooGeiviftg 
a ' remddy ' -to *he - eVils Ihey l&bour : ufld^r. 

• -Happily ifor thegeneratiens whd ia>m$4i^^y 
- fuocedd^d thepi, • and - perhaps- too, -for thdfe 

few- nations fftill ^(fff^ifed'of lifeedom, ithe^^ 

pedient abov^-mention^d didnot ooouF^the 

oppr^ed ,people\pf thofe -times :^ and at Jwas 

•vowing^'tO'Other caqfes^noae of.whicb origin- 

; Uted with themv that vt^ey^^atlength^emerg^d 

• ;fi:oin Hhat'W^etohed date <>f iniSgmficance-and 

obfcurity 
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oblcurity, in which they had fo long been 
plunged. 

Among thefe, as fet forth by a moft' ele- 
gant and judicious hiftorian*, the forming 
of cities into communities, corporations, or 
bodies politic, and granting them the privi- 
leges of municipal jurifdiflion, was qdib of 
-the pi:incipal. i . 

The inhabitants of cities, whether arti- 
ficers or merchants, wquld naturally, - from 
the xsircumftances of their situation, b© more 
independent of their lords than the peafa:nts 
in the country, who cultivated th^' fields. 
PoflcflTed of the mearils of acquiring riches, 
arid united together, as it Were, inonb^ody, 
their ftrength arid consequence muftihav^^itt- 
creafed with their commerce y and the feudal 
monarcbs could not fail to perceivev that -they 
might, in time, be tridiie vety inftr4$fterit&lih 
curbing the licentious fpirit of the barori^l^ ^ 

/ It was iWith this' view, that Frederiok^Bar- 

baroff^, in Getmany; Louis le Giros?^ m 

•France^ and Henry the fecttnd, in England, 

♦adopted the ;p}an of conferring certalfi'pft- 

vileges-ont^te inhabitants of cities iii tfe'eir 

refpe^Slive juriiHidions. ' Th,efe,-uridef ftic- 

C /cciSding 

■P Robcrtfon : in his view of the State of Europe. 



cccding itionatchfe, acqufccd, in the psdbns 
of their deputies, a feat in the councW of the 
na^iem^and confequent^y a (hare in the legif- 
lature v£ ^tbeir country; 

Here then a tbiTdfxiwer arofe in ^t Aat&y 
ifiriAcludt its commeiQcemeint^ovdd Yiatw^Iy 
ttoiltrfbute to Goiifer ofi the feudal toonsfdi's, 
a fufEcient degree of confequenoe ^fid SWftrhOu 
rity, tp render th^ regal power a check ^xjfpon 
th^ viotts^ce and qpprellioa ba€^r^ -exereifed 
Jjythftibarrons; butto wthioh, tbh poittt ht^ 
ingicompdiTed, th^.Utttsr iftigbt in <heid;tta<rn 
IWvfi recfouffei, mtteder to Hop tbe^tooigreaft 
enfcrQaehtBents ctf ithfljr.fov^ireigiisi* Thus, 
/afe im fi^jand, Heilry the fecpnd ^^iC<pd the 
.p^Qpl^ilttrorder *to -d^refs: the&Hfiocftacly df 
'theifSobl?5s; fo undej:, Jlenry the flhird 'the ba^ 
fotts: !w5iQ jebeUed rj»lled in tbe ^^SxQanoc of 
t^ejp^0$>l^) tQ ii;ir9fef^iheir'fuc6efsTag&iAft the 
mpaaiFchi. - -^ i f. ' ^ •. • ! : ' ; 

tleSpp^thcn A;v^eif6 three pOlYcifs inihe ftate, 
^at^ ^35? bfciag alternately ^j5pofcd to ^each 
other^ •fofmed^.ia ^0ies of bakfice^ fr^ttl 
/whifibjj^dwHig rtfe^T^pace qE top^rdt;-of two 
-ceflju^ies, moft 4?f. thetnations-in-l^urG^je de- 
. fii^pd. ^nd : enjoyed no incoflfideta^lp ^d<^rde 
offjiberty. 

But 



( 19 ) 
But as chance had a greater fhare than dc- 
lign in forming this balancp ; ^ fhe objeS of 
the fovereigns io taj^i^g thofe measures to 
which it owed its birth, had been only to in- 
crcaFe their own power, not to cftabiilh liber- 
ty among ^eir ftil^edls ; To it was niaintafn- 
ed rather hy the mutual jealoufiei that iiib- 
fifterd among the different orders of the Hate, 
than from any convidion in the minds of the 
f»Qfde» v£ iAs JOftUity jaad impqctanoe. 

InSead of -co-operating to form one fyftem 
•for the cjoramton benefit' of the Whole com- 
Tnimityv ttiefe thrxc powcts z&tA tnOre as ti- 
WbV whcflfe chief dbjeft feemed to be rather 
*o encroach upon the rights atfid pfiVileges oF 
«ach othef, tfhan attend to the prefdrvation of 
<hw own. As thefe were ' not ; afeettained 
with ti^ahcfs, ^neither cbiiid they be known 
'Wkh' ^preeifion; confequentfy, aV tli^t due 
jrfopottwn which Should ^fubftft'-fcetWden the 
xjotiSftitaeftt parts of a free -ftafe^^mtift'haVfe 
•bSeii wantiiig; the balance of power, on 
-^feidh^e Vtty eiciftetfce of flich iftates de- 
|)ehfl^,<jouldiiot^trf1dng'^ut^ttobr ' ' 

From the very nature of one of thefe three 

•powirB, vk h^d -iSbviotilffy matiy Na^h^ntiages 

oVtt the'd^t twai I Weiah "th^'of the ^rio- 

C 2 narch; 
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narch ; whiqh, in fome other concurring cir- 
cumftancea, operated by degrees to raife it fo 
far above, as finally in fome manner to anni- 
hilate them, and eftabllfli itfelf in their room. 

I ft. The firft and mpft obvious difference 
between the power of the monarch, and that 
of the nobles and the people, was the unity 
of the former; that is, its being poffeired by 
one. , . . 

The clafliing of intercfts and differences of 
opinion among the individuals of an affembly, 
(unacquainted with the true principles of go- 
vernment, ras in thofe days popular afTem- 
blies^muft have been) although vefted with 
an authority equal to that of the fovereign, 
might have rendered abortive the wifeft 
fchemes, and defeated the beft^cpncerted 
meafures : Jthe prince had only to conceive 
aqd to execute ; he had but one end in view, 
that of incrcafing his pqwer: and, however 
the hands which l^eld the reins of govern- 
ment might change, the fame fpirit would al- 
ways concfud them, though with various fuc- 
cefs, accpr^ding to, the different abilities of the 
monarchs. , 

A variety pf circumftances were, oa the 
contrary, ^neceffjiry,^ in ordpi: to give vigour 

') and 
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and efft&, to the operations of the other two 
orders ot the ftate. Men, who had been fo 
lately galled by the yoke of fcrvitude, could 
not but prefer ve a fecret enmity towards their 
former tyrants; and they would naturally 
marc eafily unite with their fovereign, to 
Whom they were indebted for the new im- 
portance they had acquired, in order to deprcfs 
the nobles, than join with thefe to check the 
encroachments of the prince. 

Yet, though it was to the fuperiority they 
had contributed to give to their fovereign 
over the barons, that the people were firft in- 
debted for their liberty 5 in order fo fecure 
the prefervation of that liberty, it was like- 
wife neceffary t9 prevent the too great de- 
preifion of the nobles, which would have 
been the confequence of the too confiderablc 
increafc of power in the prince. 

There was a point, at which, they (hould 
have ceafed to augment the authority of the 
latter, at the expence of the privileges of the 
former. At which they fhould even have 
affifted the barons againft their fovereign, in 
cafe he carried his pretenfions too far. 

But independant of the difficulty of afccr- 

taining this point, which required, perhaps, 

C 3 greater 
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greater, ikill^ and more knowledg^^ of the xuir 
ture of governmentythan th^ pmpis Gpi|l4» 
at that time^hayc bc«n-,poffeflcd ofji knew-* 
der to render fuch oppofitioa of aay e^cat- 
cy, it was req^uifite thertc ihould be a umoa 
of two very dificrcnt orders o£ naeny betweea 
Tyhom, there mnft have fubfiHed no foaall 
fhare of hatred and jealoufy on one fid^^ and 
an equal degree of contempt on the. qthei. 
it would have been unreafonable to have ex- 
pedled unanimity in an affembly fo com- 
pofed J and unanittiity alone could fender 
them powerful. The meafures, therefore, of 
the noblefi and of the people were neceltarily 
flit(2uatihg» their objed uncertain, and pur- 
fued with caUtion and diflruft. 

On the other hand, there were no fuch 
obflacles to prevent the monarch's uniting 
with either of the other two powers, as beft 
fuited his views or convenience. 

His meafures were not only fixed, ever 
tending to one end^ but he was likewife pof- 
feffed of a great variety of means, toprofecute 
them with eafe and certainty. To prcfervc 
an internal balance of power, with the na- 
ture of which they were but little acquaint- 
ed, (hould have been the objedl! of the nobles 
and people j to overturn it, was that of the 

monarch. 
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monarch. It is not h^di tq determine which 
of thefp two was the intoft difficult taik. 

adly. Though one of the confequences of 
the efkbliffament of the chriftian reh^gion in 
Europe, was the enfranchifement of the pea- 
fknts, who had before been flaves, fixe4 to 
the foil to which they belonged; yet the 
corruption of that religion *, from the abufcs 
of Poperyi contributed, probably mqre tha,n 
any other circumftance^j to facilitate the exe- 
cution of the defigns formed by the Euro- 
pean monarchs to acquire abfolute power, 
*' The notion'' (according to lord Boling- 
broke's obfervation) " concerning the divine 
** inftitution and right of kings, as well as 
*^ the abfolute power belonging to their of- 
♦* fice, have no foundation in fa£t or reafon, 
*♦ but have arifen from an old alliance be- 

^ twecn ecclefiaftical and civil policy." 

This 

• When the chriftian religion, fay& Montefijuieu, tW5 cen- 
turies ago, became unhappily divided into Catholic and Pro- 
tfiftftirti the people of ^q North en{ih»?ip?4 the Proteftant, and 
thofe of the South adhered ft ill to the Catholic: th^ regfoij js 
plain, the people of the North have, and will for ever have a . 
fpirit of liberty and ind€p€n4enc/e, which the people of the 
South have not ; and therefore a religion which ha,s np vifibl^ 
head, is more agreeable to the in^^ependency of the climate, 
thw that which has one. VqL II. Book ^i^th. Ch?ip. 4. 

The reafon given by Montefcjui^u, why the Proteftjnl: re- 
ligion is more favourable to liberty than the Catholic, is not 
thr Qftly 9n€, though, perhaps, tj^e 9jily p^^ jje cpuW TCnturc 
to affign^ 
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This alliance fprung from the very nature 
of the Catholic religion: a religion, which 
claimed and obtained the moft abfolute em- 
pire over the confgiences of mankind, could 
not but be an excellent inftrument in the 
hands of a monarch, to eflablifh his authori- 
ty by governing through the minifters of it. 
Thefe, on the other hand, muft have per- 
ceived that their beft fecurity for preferving 
their dignities, v\realth, and power, was their 
giving the prince the fame authority over 
the perfons of their fubjeds, that they had 
ufurpcd over their minds. 

In return for the immunities, privileges, 
and riches, conferred by their fovereigns on 
the clergy, thefe preached the dodrines of 
paffivc obedience, jion-refiftance, &c. to the 
fubjeds of their benefador 5 to whom they 
attributed a divine right to govern without 
coptroul. 

The priefts had likewife, perhaps, another 
motive for this condud : that fpirit of enqui- 
ry and freedom of fentiment, which muft ever, 
in fome degree, prevail among a people pof- 
feffed of civil liberty, might have extended 
themfelves, from political to religious matters; 
and this they apprehended would have fapped 
the foundation of a fyftem, built upon igno- 
f^nce, and fupported by fuperftition. 

The 
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The monarchs and priefts playing thus in- 
to each othec s hands, were enabled to dupe 
the reft of mankind out of what (hould feem 
their unalienable rights: and had not the re- 
formation taken place, and had thofe princes 
in Europe who promoted it, known how 
much it was their intereft to prevent the in- 
trodudioh of the new dodrine into their re- 
fpedive realms, it is probable, there would 
not be at this day, a fingle ftate in Europe, 
poffeffcd of the fmalleft (hare of political li- 
berty. Henry the Vlllth in England, and Guf- 
tavus Vafa in Sweden, did not perceive, 
that by encouraging the reformation, they 
deprived their fucceflbrs of one of the chief 
engines with which they were to acquire and 
maintain that abfolute power, the foundati-f 
ons of which, they themfelves had taken 
fuch pains to lay. Charles the Ift would 
never have made To tragical an exit, nor Si- 
gifmond of Sweden have loft his crown, nor 
the States of Holland have (haken off the 
. Spanifh yoke, if the Catholic religion had con- 
tinued to maintain its empire over the mind^ 
of men, with the fame authority as it had 
done for many centuries previous to thofe 
events. 

The violent perfecutions the proteftants 
underwent from fonie of the European mo-. 

liarchs, 
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narcbs, and the frequent attempts of thefc 
totally to exterminate them, dkj nQt> pctr-- 
haps, proceed fo much from fauaticifm, and 
a bliod attachment to the Catholic religion, 
as from forefceing that the new dodrine, by 
making men acquainted with rcHgioua, might 
likewife give them a tafte for civil liberty : in 
the fame manner as the priefts might have 
apprehended, that the deftruftion of preju* 
dice in politics, would probably he the fore- 
runner of that of fuperftition in religion. 

Accordingly, we find that it was for the 
moft part in thofe kingdoms where the mo- 
narchs had acquired the greatcft (hare of 
power, that the reformation met with the 
moft violent oppofition: on the contrary, 
where the authority of the prince was limi- 
ted, it made its way with a proportional de- 
gree of facility. 

jdly. The introdudion of (landing ar- 
mies throughout Europe, finally fixed the 
authority of the fovereigns on fo firm a bafis, 
as to render any refiftance to it from the no- 
bles and people, altogether inefFecaual. 

The luxury and love of eafe, confequent 
upon the introduction of commerce and the 
arts and fciences among the European na- 
tions, 



( a? ) 

tions^ muft neocflarily- have greatly diminifli- 
ed that nrartial fpirit for which, they had been 
before difUuguiibcdy and which made thera 
dKHaijDL doxy other occupation thao that of 
war. Meo who had tafted the fweets of peacc^ 
katned the ufe of riches^ and acquired a re- 
liQi for the enjoyments they procure^ would 
naturally lofe rn a great degree their ardour 
for military expeditions : but, as from the 
feudal inftitutionS) they were bound to attend 
their fovereign whenever he thought proper 
to fummon them ; this probably gave rife to 
the expedient of paying him certain fums, in 
order to raife a mercenary army, that they 
might be exempt from perfonal fervice* 

The feudal monarchs could not be averfe 
to a fcherac, which, not only by rendering 
their troops more obedient and more immedi- 
ately dependent on tbemfelves, enabled them 
to ad with greater vigour againft their ene- 
mies abroad^ but which likewife placed a 
force in their hands, that they could* render 
fubfervient to the maintenance of their dig*- 
nity, atid augmentation of their authority at 
home. 

Thus 1 have endeavoured to point out 
the natural fteps by which the regal power 

has 
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has hitherto incrcafed in moft oF the king- 
doms of Europe. It is obvious from this 
view of them, that the ignorance of the true 
principles and nature^ of liberty, which pre- 
vailed among the inhabitants of Europe at 
the time when their rcfpedtive fovereigns firft 
laid the foundation of that abfolute power, 
which their fucceflbrs now enjoy ; did not a 
little contribute to enable thofe princes to car- 
ry their defigas into execution. And had the 
minds of men been equally enlightened at that 
period, as, from the fpreading of literature, 
they are fince become j had they then turned 
their thoughts to thd principles of fociety, 
and underftood the true nature of a free 
government j it is probable, that for the hap- 
pinefe of mankind, the genial influence of 
liberty, would now have been felt over the 
whole face of Europe, inftead of being con- 
fined to a few, a very few, and comparative- 
ly fpeaking, inconflderable parts of it : but 
unfortunately, this knowledge has come too 
late for the major part of its inhabitants to 
derive any advantage from it. Arbitrary 
power was already eftablifhed among them 
on a foundation too firm- to be eafily (haken, 
^nd too well proteded to be attacked with 
impunity. To them, therefore, it has, per- 
haps, 
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haps, anfwcrcd no other end, than to make 
them fee the defeds of a . government, to 
which they are, notwithftanding, compelled 
to fubmit. 

Bi>t the cafe is far other wife jwith a people 
ftjll pofTeffed of freedom* To; thefe a tho- 
rpugh knowledge (if the triie natjuire of a foce 
government, and of. the principles of hberty, 
is not only ufeful, but nccefiary, in order to 
foreiibe and guard againft the jJangersto which 
a free conftitutipn muft be continually ex* 

pQfed» :. 

T'his knowledge is to be acquired only from 
a minute obfervation of the fedts'with which 
hiflory makes us acquainted "; an accurate 
exaqainatioh of various. forms of government, 
which haveilourifhcd.at diffefieaitpjeriodsy in 
different parts of the globe, andiofthe various 
fate that has attended them-.A! :nraltitude 
pf thefe fads is to fer ve as the bafis on whiclj 
tobujld a. fyftem, that will reduce thcfcience 
of law:s and government to ipnifi. fixed prior 
ciples. Every political event, therefore, which 
tepds to throw, a new light on. th»t fciencej 
which points out a new fburce of d^ogers to 
^ free government; and confequently, at the 
iametixne^ indicates the precslutibns ncceffarjr 

' " ■ ■ " ' ' . ■ to: 
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to-be taken, in order to guard againft them, 
certainly merits from a people poffeffed of fuch 
a^onftittition, thetitmoft degree of attention : 
and more real inftrudion is to be derived from 
-fito-eyeatidf.this nature^ than fr-om all the 
theories, of their nooft able pdJkicians.: -for 
wJbatevcrthdferaayappreheiiNfl *© fee the<pro^ 
^blc d£c&B jcirf particular cau^fes^ <m' futitt-e 
^jonfeqaences «^f' partica*lar iaeafures, their 
ConjeiftiircR muR ever be ^feten^ed wi^h tifn- 
xjpf tainly : icm the contrary, whew the -event 
has taken place, it is eafy to trace efifeSs 
back to Jthqr -cauTea, and their dqpeadoncc 
jipon each jother becomes as obvious thi^f^ 210 
it v^as jaefore difficult to be difcerucd. 

TJiclatc jevoJation in Sweden is imdiDTafet- 
edlj tD be; ckmfidered in this light. Ac^^e 
fo impoctant )ih its objeft^ producod;by mtetifs 
fo inccmfide^rable ; an attempt ^f fuck ^p« 
pancBt idifEDutey ill theory^ yet atteRded ^ith 
£uchfaci£ityJi!k^theie«eci3iioii^ ^i;efeiibt?i»g us 
fo bold^ ufuppation on ftie'^e hand, aiid 
a;fobmiflwn'fo taifte upo»«be:fl((ii*r, is 4Mt; 
pcriQ»ps,'tO'be »paralJeled in anyMftory *ei- 
Ohor ai]te*6ftt or modem*; 

1i/¥fewfc 

foipewhat fimilar to this, both with refpc<a to the Qbje<a of 
ihJt change, and to the eafe and expedition with which it was 

accomplifhed ; 
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Where the DbjeiS of arevolatioii has teen 
a chaixge of the. foverdga owlyi, not ^of the 
•conftatuti(m, it iias, like this, ibmetiines beem 
lax^mplifh^ "tuMt^i^ot difficulty ^ot oppofition. 
The ddpofilacMi of Jone prmtfe tind ^v^uce^ 
atifettt ^f attoft hdr to the thyon€,'Gtta in generrfl, 
^ttaterially affdO: tho^ otdy ^Mho-iTOHicdktely 
tWrround tSfeir perfons. T^© Jtbe hulk of the 
ligation it is a mfftter <rf imtM importance, 
w^hetber att Alphorifo or a f^edra, ^ Peten, or 
«t Catherihe, 'Wear the crown. 

But where the object of the change is to 
overturn the conftitution itfetf, and eftablilh 
a government of an oppotite nature in its 
room ; the qtreftion no lowger . relates 'to the 
partial iirtcrefts of ^ few indtvidual'sL 

The welfare of a nation is at ftake, the 
ftate becomes con vulfed from (he centre to tbe 

' ' remoteft 

acqonjpliflied,; ,but in other points it -was widely difFprent. 
THere tlie meafure origin-ated 'with thtf "people, wis* pro- 
pbSfiSd fcoCd caEriad into TExetution by ithean^Qrityofthe' tkiniO:^. 
■Here it originated with the prince, and ^ his fubje(as were 
compellecl |fo atqui^fte, -^^hethtfr 4t \^^*agreeable to Hietrln- 
ittfWticttis or eit-.-^In the ^rffk nnAanee, *he oaty- pTijtj^.t^f 
y/p^der is, that the greater part of what was fuppofed to be a 
free people, could poflibly be induced to form fo extraordina- 
iry^a T^folutioii, as^that of making a voluntary ^urroa<ieR of 
thei^ liberties ; but this refolutian once formed, the eafe anU 
^eicpedition with which it.was carried into execution, foilowgi jgf 
4iovtt:&» 'In Dhei^cqnd, it was^as natural to have expe<Eted tJbi^t 
fi|(cLan a^empt wouLdliaTe met with- oppofition,.asin4;he^firi^ 
caJe, it was €acf!fsilYis^oiShk there* caald^hav^ >been 33^« 
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Tcmoteft parts of it, and the whole fociety 
receives a fhock, which reaches from the 
greateft, to the mbft infignificant of its mem- 
bers : — a ihoufand obftacles feem to prefent 
themfelves to an enterprize, fo important in 
its confequencea, fo extenfive in its effcds; 
the power of opinion^ tlie foifce of habit, that 
prediledion fo prevalent among mankind for 
whjit they have been long accuftomed to, 
might incline a people, even under the worft 
of governments, to oppofe ?py, attempt to 
produce a change in that, which from their 
childhood they had been taught to refped, 
and were attached to, becaufe it was their's*. 
But that prediledion for the eftablifhed 
form of government, which, among thofe who 
are fubjed to defpotic power, muft proceed 
from prejudice, and be maintained by igno- 
rance ; among the more enlightened inha- 
bitants of a free ftate is founded on principle, 
and preferved, from the convidiofa of the fu- 
perior excellence of their government over 
any other. Their attachment then to the 
conftitution is frequently blended with a aeail 

for 

* When Schwi&oi was ele<aed by the Boyers (or nobles)* 
Czar of Ruffia, he offered of his own motion^ to take an -oath 
by which he would b.md himfelf, never to put any Boyer to 
death without tlie (Jonfent of his peers. Upon this the wliole 
body of the Boyers threw themfelves at his ftet,- and foppU^ 
^ated him not to deprive* the imperial crown of it^ jtift rights* 
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for its fafety ; axul their love of liberty, with 
^ degree of enthufiafin, of which the tame 
bresfts of thofe fubje^ to arbitrary power, 
are notj axid cannot be fufceptible. 

If, therefore, the fudden change of any 
foi'm of government to one of a contrary na- 
ture, is in itfelf an enterprize of fo difiicult 
a nature, that it might be expefted it would 
meet with oppofition even from the fubjfe^s 
of an arbitrary ftate, who could not but be 
benefited by fuch a change. — How are the 
difficukies multiplied, when the objefl of the 
revolution is to deprive a people of what it 
is to be prefmned their intcrcfts, their inclina- 
tions, their reafbn, and their paffions, at once 
flimulate them to defend? An enterpriac, 
6ne would imagine, to- be attempted onfy by 
a force fuperior to the united ftrength of the 
nation, whofe Kberties were to be attacked, 
and to be accompli#ied only by flaughtcr and 
devaftation. 

In one d^y^ therefore, to complete fuch a 
change i in one day to d?ftroy the eftabK(h- 
ed couftitutipn of a country, and ercift itsop- 
pofite in its room ; a conflitution that appear- 
ed to be the moft guarded againft the poffibi- 
lity of fuch an event j at a time that the 

D popular 
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popular branches of the legiflaturc were iii 
the fulleft poffcffioa of their powers ; at a 
time that the hand which flruck the blow, 
was moft limited, deprived by the conftitu- 
tion of riches to corrupt, of authority to awe, 
or of the difpofal of employments to influ- 
ence : this is an event, which, previous to 
its arrival, would fcarcely have been confi- 
dered as poffible. Yet we now behold a 
young prince of fix and twenty^ at the head 
only of two companies of guards, undertake 
to overturn the conftitution and liberties of 
his country ; we behold him accompliih this 
defign, and eftablifh in the room of the con- 
ftitution he had deftroyed, that very govern- 
ment, againft the introdudion of which, his 
fubjeds had laid down every barrier that hu- 
man wifdom could devife, and had taken eve- 
ry precaution that human forefight could 
judge efFedual. And this brought about by 
means, in appearance, fo inadequate to the 
magnitude of the objed, by a force fo infig- 
nificant, compared to the oppofition, it might 
have been prefumed, the undertaking would 
have met with 5 that we fhould be loft in ad- 
miration at the boldnefs of the attempt, and 
the addrefs manifefted in the execution oa 
the one fide ; did we not find much more am- 
ple 
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pie fubjedl for wonder in (he tame fubmif- 
lion exhibited on the other. 

Though the royal authority in Sweden, had 
certainly been, originally, too much limited 
by the form of government eftabliftied there 
in 1720 ; yet, from a flriking defeQ, in that 
form, the king was not pofleffed of any con- 
ftitutional means of preferving the fraall Iharc 
of authority that had been allotted him. 

Accordingly, from the many alterations and 
innovations afterwards introduced, the pow- 
er of the king of Sweden was almoft reduc- 
ed to nothing. One would have been tempt- 
ed to imagine, the Swedes had defigned to 
revenge themfelves on the royal dignity, for 
the infult offered them by Charles the Xllth, 
who had threatened to fend one of his boots 
to govern them 5 they, in return, feem to 
have been determined to render their mo- 
narch of pretty nearly as much confequence, 
as the mock governor that Charles faid he 
would impofe upon them. 

Without money, power, or influence, the 
empty honours paid to his Swedifh majefty, 
by giving him an apparent coniequence at 
one time, ferved only to render his real in- 
jSgnificance the more mortifying at another. 
D 2 ' A crown 
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A crown that conferred no aufhotify : the 
title of king, with hardly the jprivilcges of a 
fubje6l: in appft4ratice, the firft io th^c €<*un- 
cil of the niticJri ; yet tfte laft V^hofe iiittlit!^ 
t!on« were conftifted: expofed to ail fhe 
mockery of an infoleilt bbifeqnidiafnfcfo, Ai&By 
ted to upon btrided fefiees, tiv^ eompellbd to 
obey the moft hniiible irequefts^; pafffef!ed of 
all the enfigns of rojralty ; furrounded by 
every extcriial raaTk of power; yet fibffering 
alt the mortifications the real wailt of it 
-could expofe him to: the firft could not bot 
awakefi ambition in a mind fufccptibfe of it ^ 
whyft the latter could not feil to produce 
the moft atdeiit defire to (h4ke g^ t^eftirajnts 
of fo hutailiating a nalHi?e. 

Such was the ftate of the king of Sweden : 
every circumftance of his. fituation was to in- 
centive to an undertaking, from the failure 
of which he could loft only an empty title ^ 
but whofe fuccefs infured him the higheft re- 
ward an ambitious mind is capable of re- 
ceiving. 

It was not therefore the richnefs of thfc prize 
Jbefore him, or the lufl of power, fo prevalent 
among the generality of princes, which alooe 
excited him to undertake fo arduous a taik^ 

no. 
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no, it was to emancipate himfelf from a Hate 
of thraldom, tb which even a fubjed in a 
Free country, wduld Scarcely have fubmittcd. 
It was to fhake dff the moft mortifying 
ftackles that ever the extreme of jealonly 
could have excited fubjeGs to impofe j or to 
which the total f mpotency of the royal au- 
thority could alone have compelled a prince 
to fubmit : fhackles that at once deprived him 
of the power of doing right, or of the pofli- 
l)ility of preventing wrong. 

Tkus ftinxulated by whatever could roufe a 
generous or inflame an ambitious mind^ that 
his Swedifh majefty (hould have made what 
muft feem fo hold an attempt, will ceafe to 
appear fo extraordinary. 

But that he ihould have fucceeded ; that 
hisfubjedlsihouM have fo tamely acquiefced-, 
furrendered lyithout a fhadow of oppofition, 
what they mufl: have been taught to confider 
as the moft invaluable of bleffings : this, on a 
fuperficial view, cannot but appear wholly 
unaccountable. 

This event is not therefore to be coftfi- 
dered merely as an objedl of curious fpecu- 
lation : an inveftigation of the caufcs which 
produced it ; a developement of the fecret 

D % fources, , 
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fources of the aftonifhing facility which at- 
tended the accomplifhment of it ; and an ex- 
amination of thofe defedls in the late Swe- 
difh form of government, which contributed 
to its fall ; the refult of fuch an enquiry can- 
not fail to throw a new light on the fciencc 
of government and true nature and principles 
of hberty: a fcience which (hould undoubt- 
edly be the peculiar ftudy of a free people. 
It may ferve to rectify many miftakes which 
fome politicians, who poffefs more zeal than 
judgment, are apt to fall into 5 and whilft we 
may learn from . it whence real danger is to 
be apprehended, it may quiet the ill-ground- 
ed fears of fuch, who without being able to 
comprehend in one view the whole of a fyftem, 
are alarmed at the partial defeds of the fmall 
feparate portions of it which fall beneath 
their obfervation. And laftl^ it will teach 
us, that however well calculated a form of 
government may originally have been, in or- 
der to produce the great ends of political 
and civil liberty, the wifeft inftitutions will 
avail but little, unlefs the poffeffors have fenfe 
to prefervc, and fpirit to defend them. 
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Revolution that happened in Sweden^ 

ON THE 19TH OF August, 1772. 



PART I. 

Containing a review of the Hijiory of Sweden^ 
previous to the eftahlijbment of the late form 
of government in 1720, as far as relates 
to any changes in the confiitution of that 
country* 

XlMONG the 'events with which hiftory 
makes ns acquainted, revolutions in govern- 
ment and manners, are at once the moft in- 
terefting and the moft inftru6tive. The lives 
of princes, a catalogue of their reigns, or de- 
tail of their battles, victories, or defeats, are 
points rather of curiofity than utility to the 
reader: but to convert the ftudy of hiftory 
to a ufeful purpofe, the philofopher and poli- 
tician will carefully fearch into the nature of 

fuch 



( 40 ) 

fuch great events, in the annals of different 
countries, as have been produdivq of any 
confiderable change in their conftitution, 
their cuftoms, or their laws. 

In proportion to the fuddennefs of fuch a 
change, the example becomes more ftriking, 
at the fame time that the developing of thfe 
' caufes which gave rife to it, appears more 
difficult. The final deftrudion of a build- 
ing which gradually decays, is forefeenj and 
when the ruin at length falls to the ground, 
it creates no furprize. 

In the fame manner, gradual alterations in 
the conftitution of a country, fcarccly attrad 
our notice: in thefe, the progreffion of caufes 
and cfFeds is obvious, and the event cxpcd- 
ed ; or we are led to it by fuch infenfible de- 
grees, that though the change may have be- 
come total in the end, it would fometimes per- 
haps be hard to determine the prccife point at 
which it commenced. But the deftrudion 
of a government, accomplifhcd with fuch 
expedition, that none of thofe fteps prepara- 
tory to a change, and which give warning of 
the event, appeared to have been previoufly 
taken, is like the fudden fall of an edifice 
which was preceded by no vifiblc fymptom 

of 
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of decay. Unable at firft fight, to perceive 
the true caufes of fo furprifing a revolution, 
we arc apt to conclude that it muft have been 
altogether produced by the policy and de- 
ligns of thofe v\rho were the apparent authors 
of it ; and to attribute to the abilities and 
deep*laid fcbemes of perfons, what was in 
fa^ either the neceffary confequcnce of a 
peculiar fituation of things ; or the natural 
refult of the latent caufes, which, from being 
concealed, and frequently remote, did not 
operate the lefs powerfully. 

Upon a nearer examination however, we 
fhall find that it is impoffible for the ableft 
politician to compafs a change of this nature, 
unlefs aflifted by a certain concurrence of 
circumftances, which indeed he may render 
fubfervient to his dcfigns, but which he can- 
not create. 

He may, it is true, haften the operation 
ofthefe, and bring forward effedls which 
would not otherwife hate fo fpeedily taken 
place; but this is all he can do; and he is in 
general, nothing more than an adlor in thofe 
fcenes, of which he appears to be the author. 

Had his prefent majefty of Svv^eden worn 
the crown during the firft year of the eftabliili- 

ment 
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ment of the late form of government of that 
country, it is probable that neither bis abilities, 
popularity, or eloquence, would have obtain- 
ed him the fuccefs that has fince attended him. 

What has been obferved here, does not in 
any fhape derogate from the merit of thofe 
who, actuated by a noble love of freedom, 
have been the chief inftrumcnts of refcuing 
their country from flavery ; or from the abi- 
lities of others, who prompted by an unge- 
nerous ambition, and invited by opportunity, 
have accompliftied the deftrudlion of its liber- 
ties. Difcernment to feize the moment beft 
fuited to the undertaking, and Ikill to render 
circumftances apparently unconneded with, 
fubfervient to the defign •, fagacity to guard 
againft the obftacles it might meet with in the 
execution ; and fpirit to contemn the dangers 
with which it might be attended, are with- 
out doubt requifite to thofe, who take an ac- 
tive part in revolutions of this nature. It only 
ferves to (hew, that in order to difcover the 
true caufes of a fudden change of the govern- 
ment of a country, it is not fufficient to exa- 
mine thofe meafures by which it was imme- 
diately accomplilhed : it is likewife neceffary 
to enquire into the nature, origin, principles, 
and defeds of the government fo deftroyed ; 

to 
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to know how far it was founded in the incli- 
nations of the peopfe who were poflefled of 
it ; how far fupported by their opinions and 
prejudices ; and laftly to become acquainted 
with the genius and national charader of 
thofe who had fo tamely fufFered themfelves 
to be deprived of it. 

For thefe purpofes we muft go farther back 
into their hiftory than might at firft fight ap- 
pear neceffary in giving an account of fo re- 
cent an event as the late revolution in Swe- 
den ; and take a retrofpedive view of thofe 
parts of it, which relate to any of the above- 
mentioned points. 

The^ fate of that country has been moft An- 
gularly various, both with refped to her re- 
volutions at home, and the figure Ihe has 
made at different periods abroad. 

The government of the hardy inhabitants 
of this northern^ region has, like their cli- 
mate, been ever in extremes; licentioufly 
free, or bordering on dcfpotifm. Whilflt at 
one time their love of liberty feems to be 
their diflinguiftiing charaderiftic ; at ano- 
ther, they appear no lefs remarkable for the 
obfequioufnefs and fervility of their fubmif- 
fion to their monarchs. Impatient of reflraint, 
jealous to excefs of the regal authority, and 

equally 
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equally tenacious of their own rights; we 
fometimes behold them tumultuoufly rife, and 
like a torrent bearing down all before them, 
they at once overthrow their fbvereign, and 
every barrier he had raifed to proted the 
fmall Ihare of power he had been fuiFered to 
poflefs. 

At another, as if exhaufted by too violent 
exertions, every fpark of patriotifm had been 
extinguifhed among them : they appear pa- 
tiently to have fubmitted to every fpecies of 
oppreflion, and to have been as refigned to 
flavery, as if they had never known the 
fweets of freedom. 

In fliort, from fuch an apparent contradic- 
tion in their national charader, whoever con- 
templates their hiflory, will be tempted to 
imagine that two diftind races of men had 
inhabited by turns the fame country. 

Nor is there a lefs ftriking variety in the 
degrees of confequence and conlideration, 
poffeffed by Sweden at different periods a- 
mong foreign powers. Now burfting from 
obfcurity, we behold her prefcribing laws to 
the firft potentates: we perceive her armies, 
in imitation of the Goths their anceftors, 
over-running kingdoms and empires, depo- 
(ing monarchs and bellowing crowns. We 

next 
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next view her funk into oblivion, if not con- 
tempt: her conquefts reftored, her forces 
withdrawn, we find the confequence (he had 
acquired as momentary^ as her progrefe to- 
wards it had before been rapid. 

The fuperior genius of fome of her mo- 
narchs, the bravery, the hardinefs, and above 
all the difcipline of her foldiery, on many oc- 
cafions infured a degree of fuccefs to her 
arms, of which there are few examples in 
the hiftories of other countries.. Her efforts, 
whenever (he exerted herfelf, were violent, 
and often irrefiftible; but as they were dif- 
proportioned to her refources, they ferved 
rather to exhauft her ftrength at home, than 
increafe her dominion abroad. 

From the moft brilliant viftories (he reap- 
ed but Ifttle honour ; and after the moft im- 
portant conquefts, flie was frequently oblig- 
ed in the end to content herfelf with her na- 
tive rocks. 

The. Swedifh hiftory may be divided into 
three periods. 

The firft, to conclude at the re vdution, which 
placed Guftavus Vafa on the throne 1523. 
' The fecond reaches from that event to the 
death of Charles XIL in 171 8; the third from 
that period to the late revolution in 1773. 

SECTION 
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SECTION I 

Containing a review of the government^ cufioms:^ 
and manners of the Swedes^ during the fir Jt 
of thefe periods. 

AT the time that moft of the govern- 
ments in Europe had begun to ac- 
quire a certain degree of liability, that of 
Sweden flill continued in the moft fluduating 
ftate. The kingdom was torn by civil dif- 
lentions, wafted by internal wars, and fuccef- 
lively a prey to the ufurpations of foreign- 
ers, the ambition of its nobles, and the tyran- 
ny of its fovereigns. 

In other countries the abufes of the feudal 
iyftem had been correded or removed. The 
rile and progrefs of commerce had in thefe, 
given to the bulk of the people, a confe- 
quence and confideration that enabled them 
in a great degree to fhake off the yoke of 
the feudal barons, and to acquire that rank 
in fociety of which they had been fo long 
and fo unpftly deprived. In proportion as 
the rights of the people were afcertained, 
the royal authority became fixed on a more 
permanent foundation : from elective, the 

crown 
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crown was rendered hereditary; and as the 
minds of men grew more enh'ghtened, ideas 
of public good, a fenfe of juftice, and the 
love of order began to prevail. 

But thefe great changes in the policy and 
manners of mofl of the European nations, be- 
gun among them at the commencement of the 
twelfth century, did not take place in Swe- 
den till towards the middle of the fixtcenth: 
(6 that even fo late as at that period, fhe pre- 
fented to the reft of Europe a ftriking pic- 
ture of the diforders, confuiion, and anarchy, 
to which all its inhabitants had been formerly 
expofad* 

The whole hiftory therefore of the period 
under review, furniflies only a detail of in- 
teftiiie commotions, rebellions, and revolu- 
tions, accompanied by all the calamities 
which thefe neceffarily carry in their train. 

Though perhaps it will not prove a grateful 
tafk, to look back and contemplate fcenes 
of fo difagreable a nature, yet it is amidft 
the confufion and diforders there exhibited, 
that we are to fcarch for the origin of the late 
Swedifli form of government. It is there we 
(hall difcover the genius and national cha- 
raderofthe Swedes, and in them the true 

fources 
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fourccs of the revolutions to which their 
country has ever been fo fubjetft. It is there 
too we (hall find, however remote they may 
appear, fome. of the cauies of the aftonifbing 
facility with which the kft was aecomplifhed. 

When we take a view of the Swedifh form 
of government, during the period we are 
treating of, we fhould at firft fight be apt to 
give it the preference over any other at that 
time known- 

Inftead of the rigour of an oppreflive arif- 
tocracy, confpicuous wherever the feudal fyf- 
tern prevailed, we perceive a conftitution in 
which the body of the people poflTeflTed a (hare 
fo confiderable as to render them in a great 
degree independent of their iuperiors. 

We perceive the fupreme power neither 
lodged in the hands of one, nor divided be- 
tween the Ibvereign and a few haughty ba- 
rons, whilft an abjed dependence was the 
portion of the reft of the nation; but placecj, 
where it ought to be, in the States General 
of the kingdom. 

Into thefe all ranks of metf. were admitted ; 
and the meaneft peafant, through his repre- 
fentative, as well as the proudeft noble, bore 
a part in the legiflature of his country. The 

ftates 
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Hates were compofcd of four orders ; thofc 
of the nobility, the clergy, the burghers, and 
the peafants. While they were aflcmbled, 
the power of the fovereign was in a manner 
fufpended, or appeared loft in theirs ; and af- 
ter their feparation, a fenate, in whom great 
authority was vefted, ftill continued to a6t as 
the guardians of public liberty. 

Such were the outlines of this conftitution, 
which when viewed at a diftance, like a pa- 
lace the walls of which only are finifhcd, 
forms a: fine objed, but upon a nearer inlpec- 
tion, we find it anfwers none of the purpofes 
we were taught to expedl from its appear- 
ance. Accordingly the internal government 
of Sweden was, as I have already obferved, 
more turbulent, more cxpofed to diforder, 
anarchy, and confufion, than that of any o- 
ther country in Europe. 

Many circumftances concurred to produce 
thefe efFe£ts in Sweden, and to prevent that 
civilifation of manners from taking place 
there, which muft neceffarily precede any im- 
provement in government, jft. Previous to 
the eftabliihment of the commimication 
which commerce opens between the -moft 
diftant countries, Sweden was, from her nor- 
thern fihfation, in a great ^degfee fbuf out 

E from 
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ffQPfi thje reft of the world: ^ncj jf the Sw:94€if 
were,04;x this accfpuot, eic^Bl>pte4 i^qm t*)icing 
^ny part in thofe quwrc;!^, ip which the rfft 
of Europe was cpQtiawaHy invplve4j. tb^jj 
were lil^ewife deprived of the adv^Qtaget 
thpy might have reaped U(?m m iiitcirgou^ig 

ijvith ^at^Qo?, which had fo copfidef»yy get 

the ftart of them in the progpfifsi tbcy h»4 
made tpwardj refinement. The Ruffians 
ceitainly could jiQt, on ojie hand^ contribute 
to civilize them^ whilft their cpnftantvv:ar9 
with the Danes, a people as barbarous, ^ 
themfelves^ ferved only, pn the other^ to iji-r 
creafe their natural ferocity. 2dlx, Th^ nar 
ture of their pountry, as well as that of their 
climate, are. lik^wife very obvious paufea of 
the wild licei^tipus fpirit whiqh diftiaguilhed 
thefe pepple. 

Where the climate h teiiiperatei and the 
foil fertile^ they invite to agriculture,, by ren- 
dering the life of a hufbandman bpth plean 
fant and profitable. Agripnlture cpntributc^ 
greatly to foften the pnianners of thofe who 
9Pply thewfelves tp it^ and ha? A iiatwal 
teisdeflcy to promote the Ipve o£ prdex apd 
tir^inquiUty ampug piankiad : it difpp(es, them 
to peace, ai withput it^ hq whp qultivati?^ hisi 
Uad, Q^apt, hppp. tp reap the ^uit* qf\ his lar 
. . i hour. 
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boor. For the fame reafon, it introduces 
among men, all thofe ideas concerning the fe- 
curity of private property and the rights of 
individuals, which form the bails of civil Co- 
cieties. Where therefore the climate i$ rigo 
Yous and the foil barren, as in Sweden, the 
progrefs of the inhabitants towards civilifati- 
on will be proportionably flow. 

The Swedes were however by thefe circum- 
iiances inured to hardfliips^ which rendered 
their minds daring, and their bodies vigorous. 

The firft infpired them with a love of in- 
dependence, which the latter enabled thetti to 
preferve. Difcouraged by the nature of the 
climate, they negledled agriculture ; and the 
immenfe woods which cover the face of their 
country, abounding with game, afforded them 
a means of fubflftence by hunting, more fuit- 
able to their genius than the milder occupa- 
tions of hufbandry. 

It is obvious how much fuch a mode of life 
muft have contributed to maintain them in 
their nativp flate of barbarifm. The love of 
change and reftleffnefs of difpofitiOB which 
are th« na^tural confequence^ of it, are cdn- 
fpicuous in the condu^ of the Swe4e»^ 
through, all the early periods of their hiflory 5 
E 2 and 
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and were no inconfiderablc fourccs of the 
convulfions which fo often (hook theftate. 

It is true indeed, that the more fouthern 
provinces of Sweden, were neither unfertile 
nor altogether uncuhivated. But as thefe were 
continually changing their matters, fometimes 
belonging to the Swedes, fometimes to the 
Danes, they were a conftant fubjed of con- 
tention between the two nations, and as con- 
ftantly the. feat of war. This circumftance 
muft therefore have in a great meafure coun- 
teraded, among the inhabitants of thefe pro- 
vinces, the tendency which their applying 
themfelves to agriculture would otherwife 
have had towards foftening their manners. 
Such an effed could hardly be expeded to 
have become either general, or of long conti- 
nuance, in a country where every peafant was 
a foldier, and obliged to ufe the fword more 
frequently than the plough. 

3dly. From what has been faid in the pre- 
ceding article, it is evident, the peafants of 
Sweden muft have been poffeffed of the ut- 
moft degree of independency. 

If we take a comparative view df the ftate 
of fociety in Europe previous to the thirteenth 
s^nd fourteenth centuries, we (hall perceive 

the 
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the condition of the Swedifh peafantry was 
totally different from that of the fame order of 
men, in other European countries. In thcfe 
they were reduced to the moft abjed ftate of 
fervitude, and were not only deftitute of any ^ 
weight or influence in the government, but 
were, for the moft part,, deprived of the na- 
tural rights of mankind. 

In Sweden, on the contrary, the peafantry 
did not content themfelves with having pre- 
ferved their independency, and with pofleffing 
the peculiar privilege of fending deputies of 
their ow^n body to the States General of the 
kingdom ; but they likewife frequently af- 
fumed to themfelves the diredion of public 
affairs ; took the lead in every revolution j 
and feemed to ad on all occafions as a dif^ 
tind body, which had views and interefts of 
its own, feparate from thofe of the other 
members of the ftate. 

It might naturally be expeded the greateft 
advantages would have rcfulted to liberty, and 
confequently to fociety, from the bulk of the 
people's being poflefled of fo much weight 
and influence: but the fame caufes to which 
they owed their importance, not only render- 
ed them incapable of making a right, but for 
the moft part prompted them to make a 

wrong ufe of it. 
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To their mode of life they were indiibted 
for thart fpirit, with whkb they dppof^sd evef y 
iavafion of their rights. And if the S^edifli 
sxionarchj^ appear feidom to have been awed 
into a refpeiSi for privileges^ which the fieitje 
diipofitron of their fubjedi^ tinidct^d it fo 
dangerous to attack ; at leaft it v^as on this 
account that their attempts to invade thcittj 
feJdpni proved fuccefaful in the ^nd. Bat this 
mode of life, at the iame time, communicated 
to the peojJe an impatience ctf control, and 
fiercenefs of manners, that were inconapati- 
hh with . any r^ular government *, and e-* 
qually repugnant to every principle of real 
frfeedom. If at one time, it infpired them 
with a fpirit of refiftanec> calculated to pre** 
ferve their liberty j at another, by plunging 
them into anarchy, it expofed them to the 
lofa of it When they debvercd themfdvcs 
from the oppreffion of the few, they became 

cxpafed 

* The ancient law in Sweden, which ordained that a party 
or the whole, of the hmife of any one who had injtlred ano- 
th^r {houki be puUed down, and burned, in proportion to the 
injury fuftained by the party aggrieved ; furniihes a ftriking 
proof of the unfettled ftate of government, which was ob- 
liged to have recourfe to fuch an expediox^t. This Taw has 
beei^ confidered only as a mark of the iimplicity and igno- 
rance of the age in which it was enaded j but it may witk 
more juftice be attributed to the difficulty of feizring the perfon 
of an offender, among a people fo little accuftomed to order 
and fabordinationu It was, therefore^ in that part o£his/ir»- 
perty only which it was eafy to come at| that there could be 
found a means of punifhing him. 
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isKpol^d to f l« lk£ht4dafhe{l of the ihflfiy i 
aiid eentiiiMlly fluatMitifig b«t^v«6ti fhefe 
two e«tl-6tft68) they hfcVfer <mtt ttojijiiid it 
afty Jttffctmtdiate pbitA, Whit6 ft balsnci 
fliight hbVe becii cft&blifll«d b^iWcfeii theit 
tights idd the pjWrOgitivft (1^ tfefeir ftrvdteigti. 
Igfidtiht dF Ihe irvtt ilkftrtd 6f liberty, a^ WfcH 
as of that of gdVei^ttttiit, they ticjilthet Jjfct- 
(eived thd neccdSkyof fikh a baMahctI, nor 
did they poffeft ikill t^have fornacd one if 
they b4d. Ihoapabl^ 6f forfeiight, tnd rciuf^ 
*d only by what they feltj they opfiofed tbd 
^H^narch^ but knew ilot how to limit the regal 
a'tithority : and in all tlwirftniggles thcrdfecm^ 
ed father to be a perfoilal quarrel betwtea thd 
king and the people^ than a ton tent ion be-« 
tween the popular brafichfesof the legifkturq 
arid the crown* 

Uillon to etfnfectt, defigtt to foi^rti, i judg- 
Hieht io fexecute any dffeftiaal meafurts^ to 
prtvcnt or 6ppofe the conftatit «ndfeavonrs of 
theit forerefgHS to acquire abfoltifce pdWir^ 
ci^ld t$6t \m expelled. from men like thefd^ 

Wheti they fought rfdrtiS tff theit gffev- 
ariedS, xktit tettsptst^tf dffottS td iftaiiitiifi it, 
tC^re* dJftinguifhed by that ra(h zeal and blind 
limpet nofity which chariderife the proceed- 
ings of all irregular iiicf ttiffllilttlotrs affem- 

blies 
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blies of men ^ and which feldom fail to defeat 
the i^evy ends they have in view : the.oppref- 
for, indeed, often fell a fact ifice to their re- 
featment ^ but as they ncgleded to guard a- 
gainft the pppreffion, fubfequent princes were 
almoft fure to give them the fame caufes of 
complaint, and to compel them to have re- 
courfe to the fame mode of redrefs. 

A ftriking proof of the unfettled ftate of 
the government of the Swedes, and of the 
violence to which both king and people muft 
frequently have had recourfe, is to be found 
in an ancient cuflom of theirs ; that whenever 
one of their monarchs had occafion to pafs 
through a province, the inhabitants, before 
they would fuffer him' to enter into it, com- 
pelled him to give hoftages for the fecurity of 
their privileges; and he in return received the 
fame from them for the fafcty pf his perfon * 

Whilfl; fuch mutual jealoufies fubfifted be- 
tween a Swedifh monarch and his people ; 
whilft neither his prerogatives, nor their 
rights were afcertained,' and force alone de- 
cided their differences ; it was not extraordi- 
nary that a fpirit of oppofition flxouW have 

marked 

* So tenacious were the Swedes of this cuftom, that Rag- 
w^ld, who reigned about the beginning of the thirteenth cen*" 
tury, loft his crown and life for not complying with it, 
BoTiN. p. 246. 
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marked the cond.ud of the one j or that a 
pronenefs to revolt fhould have diftinguiftied 
that of the other. 

Here it may very naturally be afked, 
Whence arofe, during the period we arc 
treating of, this ftriking fupcriority difcerni- 
ble in the condition of the Swedifh peafan- 
try, when compared to that of the great body 
of the people in other countries of Europe ? 

The nature of the foil and climate of Swe- 
den, partly accounts for it : but this was nei- 
ther the only, nor the principal fource of it. 

After the deftruQion of the Roman empire 
by theinvalion of the northern barbarians, 
thefe having eftabliflied themfelves on its 
ruins ; and taken pofleffion of the countries 
they had fubdued, did not exterminate, but 
aflbciatcd with fuch of the ancient inhabit- 
ants as remained after the conqueft, and even 
divided the lands with them in certain por- 
tions *. 

If, therefore, we take a view of the Hate of 
Europe at that time, we ihali perceive the 
Goths or Vandals, Huns or Saxons, &c. fpread 
over the whole face of it. 

But 

♦ Efprit de Loir- liv. 30. 7 apd 8* 
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But then the nativ6 countries of thefe bai> 
barians, which were thofe fituated to the 
North, were inhabited only by ttemfelvefi^ 
without any intermixture of other peojJe ; 
whereas the Southern parts of Europe, which 
bad before been under the dominion of the 
Romans, were in the joint poffeflion of the 
Barbarous nations, and of their own ancient 
inhabitants. Thus, in the latter, we difcovejr 
two diftind people, viz. the conquerors, and 
the conquered, occupying at once the fame 
country. In the former, on the contrary, we 
meet only with the remaining part of thofe 
fierce inhabitants, who, perhaps, lefg^ enter- 
pthlhg than their countrymen, ittftead of fal-^ 
lying forth in queft of new fettleitients, had 
£idtltinued at h6nie coft tented with their liS^ 
tive forefls. 

Here then a very important diflindtion has 
been made, which I think will ferve.fufSci- 
ently to explain, why the bulk of the people 
in Sweden continued free, at the fame time 
thst all the lower elaifes of men in other 
CCmntfies, funk inta ferritucfe. 

Such parts of the Northern nations as had 
remained at home, it is to be prefumed, pre- 
ferved their ancient cuftcms and government: 
but thofe v^?ho had acquired new pofTeffions, 

in 
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in which the former inhabitants Hill conti- 
nued to refide^ were under the neceffity of de- 
¥iiing feme expedient, which would enable 
thctti to guard againft furprize, and fccure 
them from the fudden attacks to which fuch 
a Situation might naturally have expofed 
them.. 

This it was that gave rife to the feudal 
lyftem^ which we find eftabUflied by thefc 
bold invaders, wherever they fettled. 

A fyftem fo peculiarly adapted to the cir- 
cumftances in which they then found them- 
felvcs, to thofe circumftances obvioufly owed 
its birth: nor is it at all probable, that the 
feudal fyftem was known to any of thefe 
people, prevbus to their emigrations from 
their feveral countries*. 

Though 

• There is no trace ol* any inftitution in Sweden fimilar to 
the foudaU till the year 824, when Brant Anund caufed fomc 
lands to be cleared of the woods and cultivated, which he 
gave to his fubjeiSs, on condition they (hould ktvt Mm ih 
the wars on horfeback, or pay a certain tribute. Hence 
the peaiant^ ia Sweden "vfrerc bound immediatdy t® the 
kbg, and the nobles had confequently no vafiaJs^ till 
fome of thefe ^Piefs, as they may not improperly be called, 
in courfe of titne -^ete alienated from the crown and ML into 
their hands* But this was near three centuries after the de- 
ftruftion of the Roman empire, and, confequently, a con/i- 
derdbk time afttf the feudal fyiiem had been eftablilhed in 
other countries. 
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Though this fyftem did not immediately 
reduce thevanquiflied inhabitants of the coun- 
tries feized upon by the northern intruders, 
, to that wretched flate of flavery into which 
the great body of the people fhortly funk, 
wherever it was introduced j yet it had an al- 
moft unavoidable tendency to produce that 
effea 

As its principles were founded in conqueli, 
fo the objedl of all its regulations, was the 
prefer vation of that conqueft. . It would, 
therefore, have been highly impolitic in the 
new proprietors of countries, the ancient in- 
habitants of which were ftill, perhaps, more 
numerous than themfelves, to have fuffered 
thefe to be in a condition to difturb them. If 
the vanquifhed people were allowed to culti- 
vate the lands that had been allotted to them, 
it was all they could exped; and as the ufe 
of arms would certainly have been denied 
them, agriculture would have become their 
only occupation. 

When we confider, therefore, the encroach- 
ing fpirit which ever attends thofe who are 
poffelTcd of power ; that here there was, on 
the one hand, a body of men neceffarily de- 
fencelefs, whilft their fierce conquerors were, 
pp the other, always armed and prepared for 

a£tion : 
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adjion : when we refled too on the contempt, 
in which, during thofe martial ages, every 
man was held who was not a foldier; that 
among the ancient Germans, who difdained 
every occupation but that of war, agriculture 
was left entirely to their flaves*; it will 
not, I think, appear extaordinary, if they 
foon confidered, and treated as fuch, all thofe 
who applied themfelves to it. 

Even if any of their own people were, con- 
trary to the ideas which generally prevailed 
among them, induced by the fertility of their 
newly acquired pofTeflions, to apply them- 
felves to hufbandry ; and, inftead of holding 
their lands by military fervice, to return cer- 
tain quantities of corn or cattle to their (upe- 
rior lord, they were foon reduced to a ftate 
little different from that of flavery ^. 

Thus in France, towards the commence- 
ment of the firft race of kings, there was aa 
infinite number of freemen, both among the 
Franks and Romans ; yet the ftate of villan- 
age increafed to that degree, that at the be- 
ginning of the third race, not only all the huf- 
bandmcn were become bondmen §, but wc 
find alfo, that at the fame period, almoft all 

^ the 

♦ Tac. de. mor> Ger. 

f DaWympU 9n feudal property y c. 2. p. 28. 

J Effrit des Loix, b. 30. c. u. 
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the inhabitants of towns likewife were in 
the fame ftate : as thefe were for the moft 
part Romans, this too is a proof, that though 
the; vanquiflied were not immediately reduc- 
ed by their conquerors to a ftate of flavery, 
yet from the nature of their fituation, they 
infenfibly funk into it afterwards. 

Now as in Sweden, nipither the foil nor the 
climate were favourable to agriculture ; as its 
inhabitants were compofed but of one nation, 
among whom there were neither conquerors 
nor conquered j fo thofe caufes which in o- 
tber countries had contributed to reduce the 
major part of their inhabitants to the fubjee- 
tion of the reft, did not exift among them. 

It is true that the northern nations had 
their flaves, previous to the invafion of the 
Roman empire; but they were few in num- 
ber, and compofed of fuch of their own peo- 
ple as had forfeited their liberty by various 
means j of fuch as had been made prifoners 
in battle, or had committed certain crimes, 
or had fold themfelves ; a pradice not un- 
common among thefe barbarians. Hence they 
did not, properly fpeaking, form a diftind 
race of men, as muft happen when one na- 
tion becomes enflaved by another ; and con- 
fequently, as the line draw» betweca them 

and 
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and their maflers w$s not fo diftindl as in the 
pther Qs^fe, neitheir was it To difficult for them 
tp yecQv^p their fieedom. Befidea, as they 
wer^ qhi€% ^mplqyed in the cultivatian of 
th(? landx it followed, that where the foil was 
leaft fayo^irable to agriculture, fucb flaves 
were leaft wanted. Accordingly they were 
eufranobifed in Swcd^eia earlier petbapigi than 
in aay other part of Europe*. Towards 
the middle of the thirteenth century, Birgis 
Jarl rendered it unlawful for any Swede to 
fell himfelf; and in the year 1535 t^^ ^'^ 
€£ flaveify wa$ altogether aboliflicd thcare by 
axi ordinandi qf Ma^nu^ liadulas ^. 

4tb. The want of great cities in Sweden 
was likewife no inconfiderable fource of the 
dfforder and confufion which reigned fo long 
in that kingdom. 

Commerce is a great me.ans of foftening'the 
manners of a martial people., and of qorreding 
the fiercenefs of that military ardour which 
renders them equally fond of arms, and averfe 
to every other occupation. Commerce pre- 

fents 

* In Dei^arki. Polapd^^ part^ q£ QAicoiaay, aMft^w <^^ 
countries, where agriculture was more followed, the Haves 
hate, never beea exKf^a]u:hi&d, wMch is. the roafon the pea- 
fants of fooie^ countries qr? caU%4 S^^ndrnt^n. . 

,X ^J^^'"' P- 334- 
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fents new objeds to the inclinations and paf- 
fions of mankind. By placing the produc- 
tions of various climates and countries with- 
in their reach, they acquire a relifh for what 
they had no conception of before : with that 
relifh they acquire too a tafle for arts for- 
merly unknown to them ; and as they apply 
themfclves to thefe, their attachment to their 
ancient m.ode of life muft likewife decreafe. 
But there is ftill a more important confe- 
qucnce attendant on commerce : as it necef- 
farily affembles mankind together, it becomes 
the principal caufe of the rife and growth of 
cities ; and confequently the chief means of 
introducing among them a regular form of 
government. Without this it is impoffible 
for any number of men to live together; and 
therefore where fuch numbers are afTembled 
it is, that a fenfe of juftice, the love of order, 
and defire of public tranquillity, firft begin 
to prevail. It is obvious therefore how much 
the want of great cities in Sweden muft have 
retarded the progrefs of improvements in any 
of thofe points* This w^ant, owing to that 
of trade, may be placed among the maay 
difadvantages refulting to Sweden from her 
northern fituation, and the nature of her foil 
and climate. As commerce was firft intro- 
duced 
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duced into Europe through Italy, it was of 
coiirfc difFufed among the other European 
countries, in proportion to their vicinity to 
the fource from whence it flowed. But this 
was not all ; thofe countries iituated in the 
temperate parts of Europe, were likcwife the 
beft calculated from the nature of their pro- 
dudiohs, for the eftablifliment and cultiva- 
tion of commerce among them. The rigour 
of the climate and barrennefs of the foil of 
Sweden, were on the contrary, by no ineans 
favourable to the progrefs of trade. 

The produce of their mines indeed, fur- 
nifhed the Swedes with materials for it : but 
this branch of commerce, the only one to 
which they applied themfelves, is perhaps too 
the only one that has no dired tendency to 
produce thofe good effeds, which may in gene- 
ral bcafcribed to the cultivation of commerce ; 
I mean the improvement of manners and of go- 
vernment. The life of a miner is not calcu- 
lated, like the occupations purfued in townsi 
to promote this end : trades and manufac- 
tures make men refort to cities ; but they are 
in general neceffarily kept at a diflance from 
them when employed in working of mines ; 
and they eonfequently remain unacquainted 
with that fubordination arid order, which 

F in 
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in cities tnuft in fome degree alwayis prevail. 
Accordingly we find the miners of Sweden 
were the tnoft reftlefs part of the nation, the 
moft ungovernable, and even among the 
foremoft to revolt. So ignorant were the 
Swedes of every fpecics of manufadnre, that 
till towards the end of the fixteenth century, 
they did not even know how to work their 
own iron ; but the ore was carried to Dant* 
2&ick and other parts of PrulCa, to be there 
forged into bars. And at what a low ebb 
the trade of Sweden muft in general have 
been, may be feen from the exorbitant pri- 
vileges granted by Guftavus Vafa to the Lu- 
bechers ♦. 

I have already had occafion to take notice 
of the benefical efFeds which have refulted 
to government from the reprefentatives of 
cities gaining a place in the legiflature. But 
though the Swedifh cities had early the pri- 
vilege of fending members to the Diets, yet 
the number of thefe was very inconfidera- 
ble, and their influence there proportionably 

fmalL 



♦ That they (hould pay no caftoms for the commodities they 
fliould bring into Sweden ; that they alone (hould have all the 
/^tf/tf of that kingdom : and laftly, that they might trade at 
Stockholm, Suderkoping, Calmar, andAboo; not only with 
the citizens but with the peafants. 



fmall. And as the little trade carried on in 
Sweden, was for the moft part in the hands of 
foreigners*, they were neither fo deeply in- 
terefted in what related to the government of 
that country as natives woiild have been, 
nor could it be expeded they would pay fimi- 
lar attentiont to points in which they were 
not equally concerned. 

The reprefentatives of the peafants being 
poffeffed of a feat at the Diets, was by no 
means an equivalent (or the want of a fuffi- 
cient number of the members fent by cities, 
nor produdive of the like effeds. 

When citizens acquired a voice in the 
councils of the nation, they muft have re- 
tained in their new capacity of legiflators, the 
fame ideas which prevailed in the communi- 
ties to which they belonged* 

Thefe muft have been of the moft pacific 
nature, as merchants are more interefted in the 
prefervation of public tranquility than any 
other order of men ; and, accuftomed to the 
fubordination and regular government which 
take place in cities, they muft have communi- 
F 2 cated 

* In the thirteenth century the inhabitants of the Swcdifh 
cities were moftly Germans : and even among the niagiftrates 
one half were allowed to be foreigners. Botm. /. 319. 
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catcd to the legiflature, in which ihiy bore a 
part, a fpirit fomewhat fimilar to that of 
which they were themfclves poffeffed... 

On the contrary, the greater importance 
and power the Swedifh peafants obtained in 
the ftate, the more turbulent and diforderly 
they rendered the government. For that im- 
patience of reftraint and fpirit of indepen- 
dence, by which they were diftinguiflied on 
all other occafiolis, muft have had an equal 
influence on their condud in their legiflative 
capacity; 

5th, The Swedifh nobles were by no means 
fo formidable to the kings of Sweden, as in 
other countries the feudal barons were to 
their monarchs. 

The former poffeffed neither the territo- 
ries, wealth, nor exorbitant privileges, which 
enabled the latter to give law to their 
princes. The genius of the feudal fyftem 
naturally led to an ariftocracy : it had accuf- 
tomed men to behold extenfive domains, 
great riches, and confiderable authority, in 
the poffeflipn of a few: and as previous to 
the corruption of this fyftem, no vaffal could 
legally diminifh the value of a fief, which at 
his death was to return to the fuperior lord; 

• fo 
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£o it happened here, as in many caies where 
cuftoms have been obferved to continue long 
after the caufes which gave them birth have 
ceafed, that after fiefs became hereditary, 
the fame ideas of preferving them intijre ftiU 
prevailed. 

Hence proceeded the device of entgtils j a 
contrivance which put it out of the power of 
the pofterity of thofe who were ppffelTcd of 
fuch fiefs, to alienate any part of what was 
confidered by them as neceffary to fupport 
the dignity of a feudal chieftain. 

In Sweden, on the contrary, as titles were 
unknown there till the middle of the fix- 
teenth century, when Eric, the fon of Gufta- 
vus Vafa, firft created counts and barons: fo 
were .the Swedes alike ignorant of entails j 
among them it had ever been the cuftom to 
make equal divifions of the property pf the 
father among the children*: thecldeftfon 
was not on account of primogeniture entitled 
to more than the others; nor indeed did there 
appear any reafon why a difference (hould be 
made in his favour, fince the title enjoyed by 
the father defcended to all his children alike. 
This principle was carried fo far as to be ex- 

F 3 tended 

* That is, the fons (liall (hare alike, as did the daughters, 
but the former had double the portion of the latter. 
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tended even to the drown ; and the kingdom 
t)ecamc' frequently divided among the Ibns of 
the laft king j whieh contributed not i little 
to increafe the diforder and confbfion into 
which it was at all times but too apt to be 
plunged. 

It is evident, the above-mentioned cuftom 
neceflatily prevented great riches from accu- 
mulating, or large eftates from continuing 
long in the fame hands. It certainly occafi- 
oned a more equal diftribution of property 
among the whole order of the nobles ; but as 
it rendered the power of individuals of that 
order very inconfiderable, it may be reckon- 
ed a principal fource of the ftability of the 
government qf Sweden. 

In other countries the fame power which 
rendered a baron the little tyrant of his own 
domain, fcrved like wife to controul the autho- 
rity of his fovereign. Three or four feudal 
l^arons, at the head of their rcfpefliye vaffals 
and retainers, were able to defeat any army 
he could bring into the field. And as it 
was the intereft of thpfe potent chiefs to 
make a common caufe againft the crown, any 
attack of the latter upon the privileges of 
the former, was fure to' meet with the moft 

powerful 
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powerful oppofition. Hence the feudal mo- 
nardis were compelled to reft, if not fatisfied, 
at leaft apparently content with the degree 
of power veiled in them by the conftitution; 
or, where they made the augmentation of 
their authority their objed, they had re- 
courie to an indired and concealed policy, 
which would not alarm the jealotify of their 
barons, nor confequently excitd com^motiond. 

But the cafe was farotherwife with the Swc- 
di(h monarchs : when thefe were difpofcd to 
infringe the rights of their fubjeds, no imme- 
diate obftacle prefented itfelf to their defigns. 
There was no power in the ft ate ready form- 
ed, and as it were on the watch, as well as 
prepared to oppofe them, like that of the feu- 
dal barons in other countries. A general 
fpirit of liberty indeed exifted in the nation, 
but the difficulty lay iii direding this fpirit 
The peafantry, for the moft part independent 
of the nobles, were not, like the vaffals of a 
chieftain, compelled to follow a ftandard that 
was to lead them againft their fovereign. 
Among the nobles *, the power and influence 

of 

* The power of the Swedifh nobles fecms to have been at 
its greateft heighth towards the end of the fifteenth century. 
According to an aft of aflurance of Chriftian Ift, in 1476, 
every noble was to be king over his own peafants, or tenants, 

(vara 
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-of each: individual were, from caufes.I have 
already mentioned, fo. inconfiderablc, that a 
union of numbers of them, could alone enalde 
them jto, defend their rights againft the en- 
croachments of the crown* : But it muft have 
beeii.a poiut of great difficulty to have form- 
ed a wcUrCorop^cd confederacy, where To 
great a, number of members were neceffary, 
and thefe fo little accuftomed to order and jTu- 
bordination. Befides, from the nature of 
their country, covered with rocks, and con- 
fequently thinly inhabited, they were oblig- 
ed to live at fo confiderable a diftance from 
each other, that it would have been impoffible 
for them to aflemble on any fudden emergen- 
cy when immediate exertion was pecefTary. 

But this was not allj the Swedifli nobles 
were not, nor indeed could they be, fo deep- 
ly interdfted in the permanency of their go- 
vernment as the feudal barons, whofe pqffef^ 
fions were fo confiderable, muft have been in 
the preferyatipn of that conftitution by vir- 
tue of which they enjoyed th?m, 

The poverty of the- former made them per- 
haps as fond of changes in which they might 

reap 

(vara homing ofuer Jina egna landt lander) Botin. p, 572. But 
when we confider the temper of the Swedifh peafantry, and 
the independence to which they had always been accuflome^* 
vre cannot fuppofe they became very obedient fubjefts. 
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reajp fome advantage, as the wealth and pri* 
yileges of the latter muft-^have rendered them 
averfe to any fuch changes. Hence the en- 
tieavouTS of the Swedilh monarchs to acquire 
a more abfolute power, did not in the begin- 
ning meet with that refiftance which was fure 
to atCfend fimilar endeavours of the feudal 
kings. For this puq)ofe it was neceffary that 
the fpirit of the whole nation (hould be rouf- 
edj which feldom happened till their mo- 
narchs had perfifted fome time in the fame 
condud, Befides, the almoft conftant wars 
•between Sweden and Denmark, placed their 
kings conftantly a;t the head of an army Kke 
that of a feudal monarch, which was com- 
pofed of foldiers who were the vaffals of their 
rcfpedive chiefs, to whom only they thought 
themfelves hound to pay obedience j but of 
men who acknowledged no fuperior lord but 
their king, and who confequently were the 
more likely to be at his devotion. 

Hence the Swedifh monarchs not only ne- 
ver defifted from their attempts to acquire 
arbitrary power, but alfo carried them on 
without difguifej attempts from which no 
example could deter, no danger intimidate 
them. Not even the fate of their immediate 

predeceffors, 
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predeceffors^ who had perhaps forfeited their 
crown, if not their lives, fiar having purfued 
a fimilar condud. From the eoitnmenoe- 
ment of the hiftory of Sweden to the cleva* 
tion of Guftavus Vafa to the throne, the firft 
objcd of almoft all their princes feems to have 
been to increafe their power at the expei^e 
of the liberties of the people ; and to augr 
ment their revenues by arbitrary taxes im- 
pofed in dired violation of the laws of the 
realm. And though fooner or later they al- 
moft all fell a facrifice to their ambition, yet 
as many of them enjoyed their ufurpations a 
confiderable time, before the people were fuf- 
ficicntly roufed to (hake off by force of arms 
the yoke that had been impofed on them ; 
each allured by the temporary advantages re- 
fulting to his predeceffors on thofe occaiions, 
was apt to overlook the fate which had af- 
terwards attended them ; and to flatter him- 
felf either that he (hould be more fortunate, 
or, that poffeffed of fuperior abilities, he 
fliould be able to fucceed where they had 
failed. 

But if many circumftances feemed to tempt 
every Swedifh monarch, on his obtaining the 
crown, to attack thofe privileges of his fub- 
jcds, which circumfcribed its authority with- 
in 
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in fuch narrow limits; there were likcwife 
nuny caufes which prevented fuch attacks 
from being long fuccefsful. 

Among thefc, that of Sweden's continuing 
an eledive kingdom, during all the period I 
am fpeaking of, was one of the principal. 

Where tlie crown is eledive, it is impof- 
fible a regular fyftem to increafe its preroga- 
tives and humble a turbulent nobility, can 
be purfued for any length of time. 

One reign is hardly fufficient to efFed a 
change of this nature, where the body of the 
people is averfe to it. And the death of a 
prince, to whom no fucceflbr has been before 
appointed, neceflarily puts a flop to any mea- 
fures however well concerted, that were cal- 
culated to eftablifli the authority of the fo- 
vereign on a more folid foundation. 

Every new king on his eledlion, was oblig- 
ed to fubfcribe to articles, which undid, at 
once, all that his predeceffor had, during, 
perhaps, the courfe of his life, been la- 
bouring to accomplifh; and which left him, 
in a manner, deftitute of authority. 

The jealoufy of the royal power among the 
Swedes, led them into an excefs of precau- 
tion, which made them imagine they could 

never 
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never reftrain it too much. A miflakeri po- 
licy which defeats its own ends: for when 
reflridions are carried beyond a certain point, 
they become infupportable 5 and, therefore, 
frequently prompt thofe whom they are 
meant to bind, to aim at the very objedls, 
againft their obtaining, of which,. thefe were 
defigned to be the barriers. 

The fcantinefs of the revenues of the Swe- 
difh monarchs likewife formed no incbnfider- 
able check upon all their projeds. 

Unable to reward their adherents with th^ 
ordinary income- of the crown, they, for that 
purpofe, ftripped it of almoft all its patrimo- 
nial territories. When they had thus impo- 
veri(hed it, they were, in fome pieafure, com- 
pelled to make ufe of extraordinary methods 
of levying money, in order tp fupport their 
dignity, with any tolerable degree of fplen- 
dor : at the fame time, their favourites, who 
were rapacious in proportion to the uncer- 
tainty of the tenure by which they held their 
power, had no objed in view but that of 
enriching themfelves as expeditioufly as they 
could. 

Thefe, therefore, encouraged their fove- 
reign, in the purfuit of any meafure, however 

unpopular 
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unpopular or oppreffive, provided it would 
enable him, for the prefent, to gratify their 
avarice or ambition. Whilft he, on the other 
hand, galled by the (hackles, which the jea- 
loufy of his fubjeds had impo fed upon him, 
was already but too well inclined to follow 
counfels, which flattered him with the hopes 
of fhaking them off. 

But the eagernefs with which the Swcdifh 
monarchs purfued thefe obje<3s, by betray- 
ing their defigns too foon, rendered them 
abortive. The nation was alarmed in tin^, 
and confequently put upon its guard agaijaft 
attacks, to which a more cautious condud 
and artful policy would have infured greater 
fuccefs. But to purfue fuch a condud, re- 
quired more time, than it could be expeded 
an eledive king, who naturally muft be defi- 
rous to feize and make the moft of the pre- 
fent moment, would devote to it. Where a 
monarch is certain his children are to fuc- 
ceedhim, he probably will be content, fhould 
he be able to lay the foundation only of that 
power, which he expeds will be enjoyed by 
his pofterity. Regard for his family will mo- 
derate his ambition, render him cautious in 
the carrying on of his defigns, and, perhaps, 

infpire 
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infpire him with a means of accomplifhing 
them, not the lefs fure for being indiredt. 

Unreftrained by this motive, the Kings of 
Sweden, excepting in one or two inftances, 
pnrfued a contrary condud. Scarcely were 
they feated on the throne before they began 
to ad in dired violation of the laws. But 
their fchemes were concerted without judg- 
ment, and conduded without addrefs. They 
had recourfe to violence, when artifice fhould 
have been employed ; and they never failed 
to roufe that jealous fpirit in the nation, 
which it was their bufinefs to have lulled to 
fleep. 

Their fuccefs was anfwerable to the rafh- 
nefs of their meafures. The liberties of the 
Swedes, during the early periods of their his- 
tories, previous to the reign of Magnus La- 
dulas, though frequently endangered, could 
never be overturned by attacks, too open and 
dired not to render their tendency obvious ; 
and too ill fupported to overcome the fpirit 
of oppreffion, which they were, for that rea- 
fon, fure to create. 

6thly, That order of men whofe peculiar 
province it is to preach peace and concord to 
mankind, were in Sweden often the chief au- 
thors 
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thors of infurredions, and the perpetual pro- 
moters of civil diffentions* During the early 
ages of chriftianity, the clergy had in all 
countries ufurpcd an authority, and claimed 
powers very inconfiftent with their fundtion. 
The ignorance and fuperftition of thofe times 
had rendered their perfons facred; and from 
the veneration in which they were held, as 
well as from their immenfe property, a pro- 
perty ever increafing, but incapable of being 
diminifhed, they were become in all the king- 
doms of Europe the moft potent body in the 
fiate. Great as their power muft, from thefe 
caufes, have every-where been, the fame 
caufes rendered it flill more confiderable in 
Sweden, than in other countries. In many 
of thefe, great part of the lands belonging 
to the laiety, was, in confequence of being 
entailed, unalienable, as well as ihofe in the 
poiTeilion of the clergy. Hence the biftiops, 
although for the moft part the temporal lords 
of their epifcopal fees, were not, on that ac- 
count, more powerful than many fecular no- 
bles J and a kind of balance fubfifted be- 
tween ecclefiaftical, and temporal property. 

In Sweden, on the contrary, the lands of 
the clergy were alone unalienable : fuch as 

were 
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were in the poffeflion of the laiety, were, as 
has been before oblerved, fubjeift to be divid- 
ed and fubdivided into feparate portions, as 
the families of thofe to whom they belonged, 
happened to be more or lefs numerous. It is 
obvious what a prodigious • fuperiority the 
church muft have derived from this fingle cir- 
cumftance. 

Accordingly the Swedifh prelates afFeded 
the ftate of little fovereigns j they fortified 
their caftlcs, and maintained garrifons in 
them 5 were ever attended by a numerous 
band of gentlemen and foldicrs 5 were the 
abettors of every fadionj and even forgot 
their charader fo far, as frequently to appear 
themfelves at the head of their troops. 

Here, indeed, was a power which might 
effedually have oppofed any attempts of the 
Kings of Sweden upon the liberties of the 
nation. A power, not only confiderable, but 
permanent; alike prepared to receive or 
make an attack; and which might have 
been alone a fulficient obftacle to every un- 
conftitutional meafure, or defign to intro- 
diice an arbitrary government. 

We behold, however, in the Swedifh bi-: 
fhops, the ftrenuous protedors only of what 

they 
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they deemed the rights of the church ; we 
frequently perceive in them, the promoters 
of tyranny ; but never once find them the 
affertors of public liberty. 

The popifh clergy, from their profeflion of 
celibacy, form an order of men in the ftate, 
flill more diftinft and feparate from the reft 
of the nation, than even that of the niilita- 
ry : the latter may, by the ties of a family, 
be, in fome meafure, linked to the body of 
fociety, and have a general concern in the 
public welfare, independent of their par-r 
tial ibterefts as foldiers. But the cafe is o- 
therwife with the former: Among them the 
citizen is loft in the prieft; and the interefts 
of the nation forgot in thofe of the order. 
When, therefore, the Swcdifti biftiops op- 
pofcd their fovereign, the good of the pub- 
lic was not even made ufe of as a pretext on 
the pccafion, ' 

Sometimes, it proceeded altogether from 
the licentious and turbulent fpirit, by which 
all the Swedifti nobles were diftinguiflied, 
and which the wealth and power of thefe 
prelates furniftied them more particularly 
with the means of gratifying : at others, it 
arofe from an apprehcnfion of a defign in the 

G crown, 
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eroWHt to recover the bnds whioh furoperly 
belonged to it, and which they fa[ad ufbrpod* 
But as long as they iiii9gmed th/emfel^es &» 
cure, and that the ib.^ereign ha^ the policy 
%Q com* their friepdihip, he might,, iwdiftiirb- 
c4 by th^m, have purf^e4 any fcli^mes pf opr 
preffion towards the reft pf his fubjjpdla, that 
he had ability to epnducS, or good fortUR? tQ 
render fiiLcoefsfuL 

1%us, to take in at one view, the wliole 
ftate of Svveden, dnriiig this period.; w^ pec* 
d^Ve a nation, aH the orders of which op6]il5r 
a^ii^dat independence; who, by their fierce 
aiid inftai^able ipirit, were rendered aimoft 
incapa%leof any political unions who, ikom 
a confittntion, the great objed of w&ich was 
political liberty, derived none of the advan- 
tages, Which alone can render fucb a con^i* 
tution valuable. The^fole end of political, be- 
ing the fecurity of civil liberty, the laws 
which, give perfonal fafety to ^ndividifials, and 
proted private praperty, ought t^ h? th? 
fruits of ^ ft^e gpyerinnc^^ ; b^t tbefe wer^ 
unkno^m i^ Sweden. The monarchical, arif* 
tocratical, and pppi:^r br^^ch?s of the con- 
fiitstioki being ill adapted taeach c^h^r, th^ 
limits of each und^ned, and the rights pf all 
unafpertained, that concurrence of the whole, 

neceffary 
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ncceflkry to give efFeft to the refolutions of a 
part, could feldom or never be obtained ; and 
confcquently no provifions could be made for 
' the interior order and IranquiHity of feciety. 

We find then kings ever violently grafping 
at a powcF, their obtaining of which wa? asi 
conftantly, and with equal violence, oppofed 
by their fabjedst, A refikfs and turbulent 
BohiUty, too jealous of each other to fuffer 
t^ titk and dignity of King to be laid aiidc; 
tOO: imfiatieat of reAraint to render, the king- 
l!y .office, when retained^ of any ulb. A eler- 
gy, wealthy and potest, who \vere perpe- 
tll^llf eithqr the ^bettof s. ^f ^yranijy, Of pyo- 
Hipte^aoffeditiQiiw; ^pd iufww^Qn^, a? it 
Cvkitc^ th?ir iat;er^,— A ficfjrce. ^n4 iacie{^ii- 
dent peafantry ; without vimop, MOpttg t^®r 
felves^ apd difdaining aH fubprdin^tion tq Su- 
periors ; obftiagitely h^nt tp defend privilcjges 
and QuJftQms which weri? incompatibly with 
any regular governmejit j an4 tl^e burg^hers, 
the Qnly Qr4^r of inejj inclined to promotet 
public trauquillity^ few ii^ npmber, and held 
in Uttle eftimation. Such wa^s, for the mQlJfc 
part, the fta^te of Sweden^ before, and at the 
commencement of the fixteenth century. 
With fdmany fources of diforder andcon^fu- 
lion, it cannot appear cxtraordinaryi that the 
G 2 kingdom 
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kingdom fhould have been the conftant feat 
of civil wars, and revolutions ; of anarchy or 
oppreffion. 

Mifcrable as the fituation of this country 
muft ever have been, it was rendered ftill 
more fo by an event which took place there 
in the year 1385. 

This wag the famous treaty of Calmar ; de- 
figned toeftablifh a lafting union of the three 
Northern nations, but which, on the contra- 
ry, proved, the fatal occafion of the moll 
bloody. wars, and tragical events to be found 
in thc^hiftory of any people. 

In order to comprehend what originally 
gave rife to this treaty, it will be neceffary to 
take a view of fome of the tranfadions of 
the preceding reign. 

Magnus Ladulas, crowned in 1 276, feems 
to have been the firft king of Sweden who 
purfued a regular (yftem to increafe his au- 
thority, and who had recourfe to policy, 
where violence had fo often failed. That 
his predeceffors had poffeffed fo inconfider- 
able a Ihare of power, was as much owing 
to their poverty as any other caufe. 

Magnus, therefore, made the augmentation 
of the revenues of the crown his iirft objed. 

Motives 
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Motives of ambition would have been alone 
fufBcient to have prompted him to this ; but 
he had likewife other inducements, perhaps, 
equally powerful. 

He was pofTeffcd of a difpofition generous 
to an extreme ; and a tafte for magnificence 
with which the Swedifli monarchs fecmed to 
have been hitherto unacquainted. By thefe 
Magnus was hurried into expences which the 
royal income was by no means calculated to 
fupport J but which it muft have been high- 
ly mortifying to a prince of his temper to 
have been compelled to retrench. However, 
to accomplifh his point, he did not follow 
the example of former- kings. The rock they 
had ever fplit upon, was that of attempting 
to impofe taxes without the cdnfent of their 
fubjeds, and to levy them by force. This 
certainly might have appeared. to them the 
moft fummary method of railing a temporary 
fupply. . It was likewife that which was beft 
fuited to the genius of princes ; who, more 
accuftomed to ad than to think, were feldom 
capable of forming any of thofe fchemes, 
which are the refult of much art and deliber- 
ation. But, if it was the moft fpeedy, it was 
at the fame time the moft dangerous method, 
and -generally occafioned the ruin of thofe 
G 3 inonarchs 
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monarchs who hdd adopted it Miif nwr^ p6r^ 
haps the ablefi prince who had eVec fitt <to tbfc 
Swedish threnoi codld jiet fail 16 per^ei te. thi^^ 
and to regulate his condud aoeordiaglyi 

He knew tbe Swedes h^ at all times been 
peculiarly aver£^ to taxeiSi and were equaUjr 
appreheniive of that ihdreafb of the ijtfluihce 
of the crown^ which would bt the ncdeffary 
confequenee of any augmentation of its in* 
come; To obviate the oppoiition to his dec- 
iigns, which he h^d reafoh to expdd on both 
thefe accounts, he refolved in the firft frface 
to find fome expedient of raiding a revenue 
without the iinpofitiori of taies ; and, in the 
next, to acquire fo fir the confidence of bis 
people, that they ihould not be afraid of 
trufting him with a revenue fo acquired. 

Poffeffed of all the art and policy requisite 
ttt condudl with caution and fecrecy the plan 
he bid formed againft their liberties, he was 
the mot^e dangerous, from having, it thfe ^tne 
Htne, a fufficient n^umbet of good qiiaiifies to 
conciliate their afTedions. If he gave occafion 
to awaken the jealoufy of his ftlbjeds, he 
likewiie won upon their hearts j to that their 
judgment of his condud became biaffed by 
their attachment to his pcrfon. 

Cbhfcious 



Coa&iovt$ of the inflUdhce of the dei^ 
ov^ the minds of the p6opIc» Magntts applp, 
ed himiHf iik>ft affiduonify to gain that body 
oi men over to his mtereft. He paid his court 
to the monks, by {owlding a number of mo^ 
naBei'iesi and to the bifbq)s, by afFe^iiHg to 
phite the grdat^ft confidence in them, and by 
faetftowittg upon them the firft dffioe& i&f the 
ftate* 

When this artful monarch had by Ihefe 
means created in the nation a difpofiti6h 
.x^hieh he judged favourable to his defigns ; 
having ooiivened the States of Stockholm f^ 
he reprefbnted to them the fdantinefs of the 
revenues of the efown, Mrhich ht ^lledged 
were totally infufBcient to fupport the digni- 
ty of a fovcreign. And fo great was his in^ 
:fluence over the members who compofeid the 
flates, that after three days deliberation^ the 
whole convention voted him all the mine? oT 
Sweden and Gothland, the produce of the 
four great lakes :|:, to which they added the 
incomes of all the fiefs ||, alienated from the 
crown by former kings, when the leafes in 

h^ing 

* Botin. p. 371. . t A. p. 1 282. 

J The Meier, Veter, Vener, and Hillmer. 
■ n Utele t^ere the farms, already talcen riottce of, which had 
bcfen granted by Brant Amund, to thofe who cleared them of 
t&e woods. 
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being expired *. Thus Magnus at one ftrckc 
rendered himfelf independent of his people j 
who, whilft they were fo lavifti of their grants 
to the crown, forgot to have them accompa^ 
nied by provifions for the fecurity of their li- 
berties. So thit here was laid the foundation 
of a power, the weight of which was after- 
wards moft feverely felt by the Swedes, un- 
der fubfequent monarchs. 

But bcfide the augmenting of his revenue, 
in which we perceive Magnus fucceeded fo 
well, this prince had another objed in view, 
of equal importance towards eftablifhing his 
authority on a more folid foundation : this 
was the humbling of his nobles. 

He had obferved that though the nomina- 
tion to the dignity of a fenator, and the dif- 
pofal of the other great offices in the king- 
dom, were branches of the royal prerogative; 
yet they had added but little to the power of 
his predeceffors. Thefe officers approached 
too near to the royal dignity, where the autho. 
rity of kings was fo much limited as in Swe- 
den, and rendered thofe who poffeffed them, 
the rivals rather than the fubjeds of their 
prince. The reafon of this was, that though 
the king could make a fenator, the ftates on- 

* Ppffendorf, 
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ly couW depofe him. Whoever, therefore, 
became a member of the Senate, was imme- 
diately rendered independent of his fovereign. 
Hence, the very pcrfons whom the king had 
raifed to power and confequenee, frequently 
employed them againft himfelf. As they had 
nothing farther to hope or to fear from him, 
they could have no private intereft in pro- 
moting, but would on the contrary, from the 
fpirit of independence, and love of freedom 
common to all the Swedes, oppofe any de- 
figns he might entertain againft the liberties 
of his country, 

- To remedy this, Magnus boldly hazarded 9 

Aepy which a prince of lefs popularity durft 

not have ventured. He had married Hid wig, 

daughter of the Duke of .Holftein, and was 

the firft King of Swe4cn who formed alliances 

with foreign powers. Relying on the aifift- 

ance he might receive from thcfe, he refolved 

to beftow fome of the gr^at offices of the 

ftate upon foreigners. He even went fo far, 

as to introduce many into the fenate. As thefe 

had no weight or influence in the nation, but 

what they derived from their mafter, and pof- 

fefled no intereft feparate from his, he was 

fure that the power with which he entrufted 

tb?in would never be made, ufe of to oppof^ 

his 
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his will Such a conduct was a dire£t viola^ 
tion of the laws of the realm } and could not 
fail to excite the utmofi degree of iodigoati* 
on add refentment among the Swedifli noble& 
But Magnus^ iecufe of the affe^ioas of the 
body o{ his people^ &Ad likewiie pOwerfuUj 
fupported from abroad^ paid little attention to 
the murmurs and difcontents of the nobilitf; 

Their haughty fpirit cbuld ftot, hciWfeVer, 
patiently fubmit to what they confidiSred aft 
the higheft of indignities. Unfoirturtately thii 
precipitated them into a meafure, which bnly 
ferved to give the king a new and plauiible 
pfetbxt for purfuing the defigns he had form- 
ed dgainfl themi with additional vigour. N<>>- 
thing can exhibit a mote firiking pidure o( 
the favage tetnper of thofe tiihes^ ihhh the 
methods taken by the Swedilh nobles^ upoA 
this occalion, to feek redrefs ^t the gri^v^ 
ante they complained of 

Thfe qtleen going Ihto Gothland to meet 
her fathfcf , was attended by many of the Hol- 
flciners, who Were the moft obnoxious td the 
male-cbtttfents. This prefented the latter with 
an opportunity they had long wifhed for. 
They refblved td way-lay her majefty on her 
joufney, and to tnaffacre all the foreigners 
that accdmpanied her. They fpared only the 

life 
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life cf the duke, father to the queefi, who had 
herfeif the good fortune to make her efdape. 

Ftimi thri I'ftltKaanee with whicih all nations 
tf te iipt i6 behold foreigfters advanced among 
theitt td pdfts of honour and profit, it is pro- 
bable that this adion did not excite in the 
Swedes that indignation^ which its barbarity 
might otherwife have raifed. Magnus, how- 
ever, was dctef mined to pilnifh with theut- 
mdft feverity fo atrocious an offence. But in 
this he was obliged to proceed with caution, 
and to employ his tifual addrefs. 

Having, by the moft artful condud, lulled 
tho(*e nobles who were chiefly concerned in 
this tranfaflion, into a falfe fecurity, which 
entirely put them off their guard, he ruddea«> 
ly aftembled the Diet ; where accufing them 
of high-treafon, he had influence fuflicient to 
procure their condemnation. They were ac* 
cordingly conveyed to Stockholm, where they 
were executed. This was the moft fatal blow 
that the power and independence of the Swe- 
difh nobles had ever received. So vigorous 
an exertion df the influence the king had 
been able to acquire, awed them into fubmif- 
fion during the remainder of his reign j which 
concluded in the moft perfedl tranquillity. 

But 
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But it ended too foon for the completion 
of all this princess defigns. He had, indeed, 
governed with far more authority than any 
of his predeceffors J but he was indebted for 
this increafe of power to his perfonal quali- 
ties, not to tl e throne he occupied. It was 
Magnus^ not the King^ who was refpfcded and 
obeyed. To transfer, however, an authority 
ifo acquired, from the perfon of the monarch, 
to the crown itfelf, fo as to render it part of 
the conftitution, and enable him to tranfmit 
it to his children, was by no means an eafy 
tafl<. Had Magnus lived longer he might, 
perhaps, have effeded it. But the death of 
this prince, in the prime of his life, fortunate- 
ly prevented the Swedes from carrying their 
complaifance towards a favourite fovereign 
too far ; and the extreme youth of his fuc- 
cefTor prevented, in fome meafure, thofe im- 
mediate ill confequences to their liberties, of 
which the artful policy of Magnus might o- 
therwife have been produdive. 

I have dwelt the longer upon the tranfac- 
tions of this reign, as, during the courfe of 
if, the grounds of the firft material change 
in the Swedifh conftitution, from the time of 
its eftablifhment, feems to have been laid. 

- So 



( 9S ) 
So confiderable an augmentation of the re- 
venues of the crown was neceffarily followed 
by a proportionable increafe of the r^gal 
power ; and whilft by the fteady and vigorous 
exertion of this power Magnus humbled the 
haughty fpirit of his nobles, and created in 
the reft of the nation a refpedt for the royal" 
dignity, with w^hich they appear tp have been 
before but little acquainted ^ he at the fame 
time, by employing them only for. the public 
good, reconciled his fubjcds to a6ls of autho-, 
rity, which in former monarchs they would: 
have oppofed with the utmoft violence. . 

The charader and condud of this prince 
might in fomemeafure ha vejuftified their ac- 
quiefcence to his will j but they either did not ^ 
forefee. or did not guard againft the evil con- 
£bquences of eftablifhing a precedent which 
opened a door for the admiffion of arbitrary 
power under future monarchs. Accordingly 
it is likevvife in the tranfadions of this reign 
that thofe caufes originated, which afterwards 
gave birth to the treaty of Calmar. 

The fucceffor of Magnus imitated his exam- 
ple only in aiming at the augmentation of the 
royal authority, but did not employ, like him, 
that authority for the good of the people, 

* it 
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It is the opinion of all the Swcdifh hifto- 
rians, that had the fuccefTors of this prince 
been poffeffed of equal abilities, the free con- 
ditutipn of Sweden would probably have 
been converted into an abfolute monarchy. 
But at the death of Magnus, his £bn Birger 
was only eleven years old; and Terkcl 
Canutfon, who was appointed regent du- 
ring the minority of the young king, was 
IrM of a difpofition to facrifice the liber- 
ties ^ his eountry at the flirine of the 
r^al antlltirrty. 

Magilus had likewife committed the fame 
error of wfeieh mtny of his predeceffors had 
been guilty. He hftd given to his younger 
fon feparate portions of his dominions ; fo that 
though Birger had the title of king, his bro- 
thers Eric and Waldemar nearly equalled him 
in power and in the extent of their pofTeffions. 

This was produdive of the fame fpifit of 
rivalfliip, the fame jealoufies, and the fame 
civil diffentions, which had ever beep the 
confequence of fuch a divilion of the Swedifh 
territwies. 

0^)e advantage indeed refu]ted from it ; the 
king, engaged i^ continual contefts with hi$ 
brothers, could have neither leifure or oppor- 
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tonity to purfup that artful policy pra^fed 
by bis fath^, which ba4 threateaed the total 
fuin of the Sswisdiih liberties) even had he 
poiTelTed abiiitieg eqistal to the ta&t 

The fcheine§ of Magnvw had been however 
too deeply laid not to b? produ6^ive, after his 
death, of many of the confecjuenpes which 
this fagacious pi^ince had forefeen. 

By introducing a ftile of magnificence into 
the Swedifh court, which had been before un- 
known there, he not only indulged his natu- 
i^al difpofition, but likewife forwarded by it 
his views of ambition. The pomp and fplen- 
dour he difplayed, at onee gave new dignity 
to the crown, and in the opinion of the peo- 
ple, too apt to be governed by appearances, 
ferved in a great meafure to diminifh the im- 
portance of the nobles. As the one g^iaed, 
tl?« o^her loft ground, withregaxd to tbeiref- 
p§& ia which they were till then held by the 
mtim. And Magnus, by infpiring his fub-* 
j^ds with refj»^ for the perfo^^ p^«f«red 
them tofubipit tpthe avrtharity of the king. 
In. this. his example w^s followed by his fiic-^ 
cdToTj. Tiiey wece indebted to him for the 
great augmeatation of the i?cveniie of the 
crowa, which gave them the npucans of dLoing 
(b; whilfi from. his c^iKkuf) with ttCpcGt to 

foreigners, 
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foreigners, they had been taught what ad van-- 
tages they might reap from foreign alliances, 
and how cfFedually they might be fupported 
by thefe againft their own fubjeds. 

Hence it was that tho' many circumftances 
contributed to prolong the date'of the Swedifh 
liberties, yet from the reign of this prince we 
find the pdwer of the crown gradually increa-r 
fing, till at length under Albert of Mecklen- 
berg, liberty feems to have been totally fubr 
verted, and defpotifm eftablifhed in its room. 

From the fame period too we may obferve 
that a change in the temper and difpofition of 
the Swedes began to take place; and that the 
eagernefs of their monarchs toufurp authority^ 
appears hardly to exceed the abjed fubmiflion 
with whichthcy were fufFered to exercife it. 

Not only Birg^r, but the two dukes his 
brothers, loaded the people with taxes ; who 
bore" the heavieft impofitions, with a patience 
that had never been found in their anceftbrs 
on ftmilar occafions. And when this at length 
produced fome commotions, they were quell- 
ed with unufual facility, and the princes per- 
fevered without obftacle in the fame condud* 
The riches they obtained or rather extorted 
from their fubjcds, not only enabled them to 
divide the nation into parties, hut like.wife to 
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maintamjbodies crf'foreiga troops, which were 
tlie. chief iQilriimeiit& o£ their f)OWisr. 

We find however that a revolution fhortly 
takes place. Birger is dethroned, Mathas 
Kettlemuf^fon declared proteQor, and Mag- 
nus, fon of duke Eric, an infant only three 
years old, advanced to the throne. But we 
are aot to attribute this revolution to the fpi- 
rit of liberty, which had on former occafions 
produced changes of a (iniilar nature. That 
fpirit appears then to have been almoft ex- 
tin^ among the Swedes ; at leaft it had been 
fo much enfeebled, that other motives feem 
to have been requifite taftimulatcthe nation 
to refiflance. itcnce, though Birger had been 
guilty of greater oppreflions than thofe for 
which many of his predeceffors had forfeited 
their crown, yet other caufes were affigned for 
taking arms againft him. Birger's two bro- 
thers Eric and Waldemar, had been put to 
death in the moft treacherous and inhuman 
manner, by his order. His unnatural cruelty 
towards thefe princes, who perhaps deferved 
as little of the public as himfelf, was the of- 
tenfible reafon for driving him from his 
throne and kingdom : fo that this revolution 
is to be attributed rather to the power and 
number of the pattizans of the murdered' 
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duk^'^ than to any remains of that fpirit of 
refiftancc, which at former periods the love of 
freedom had never failed to excite among 
the Swedes when they found themfelves op- 
preffed. . We proceed but a few fteps in the 
Swedifh hiftory before we meet with another 
revolution : Magnus, from the f^me infatu- 
ation which had poffeffed almoil every mo- 
narch that had hitherto fat on the throne of 
Sweden, purfued the fame condud in the 
rights of his people. And though this prince 
poffeffed neither abilities to gain the refped, 
nor virtues to acquire the love of hisfubjeds, 
he would probably have been fuffercd to con- 
tinue his ufurpations, had he not unfortu- 
. nately for himfelf, employed the revenues ap- 
propriated to the pope, in an expedition a- 
gainft the Ruffians. Unable to reimburle 
his holinefs, he was excommunicated. The 
confequence was, that fuperftit ion effeded 
what the love of freedom, no longer power- 
ful among the Swedes, could not have done. 
Magnus was dethroned, and the crown con- 
ferred upon his fon Eric. 

Upon the death of Eric, who held the fcep- 

tre but a (hort time, his father, the depofed 

. Magnus, having given the moft folemn affur- 

ances that he would corf"e£l the errors of his 
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former reign, was fuffered again to afcend 
the SwedlJQi throne; For this perhaps he was 
princi{)ally indebted to his being the ojily^e- 
maining prince of the blood royal. His con- 
dud however anfwered but ill to his profcf- 
fions^ and he made no other ufe of the au- 
thority to which he had been rqftored, than 
to gratify his refentm^nts, and to fatiate his 
revenge upon thofe who had before contri- 
buted to his depofition/ 

Wearied at length with his tyranny, the 
nobles who had moft fuffered, or had moft to 
apprehend from him, refolvcd to (hake off his 
yoke. But this was by no means an eafy tafk. 
Since the reign of Magnus Ladulas, the power 
of the crown had increafed in proportion as 
its revenues had been augmented 

The Swedifli monarchs had of late been 
enabled to form to themfelves fo numerous a 
body of partifans, that nothing but a very 
general difaffedion among their fubjeds could 
fhake them from their feat. The fpirit of li- 
berty had fo rfiuch decayed among the people 
as to have little or no (hare in the two laft 
revolutions. Thefe had not been accompliflb- 
cd without difficulty and bloodfhed, and 
would probably have never taken plaoe 
but for foine other circumftances,- which bore 
H 2 no 
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no rektidn td thofe sanies ^ich on former oc- 
caiions^hadbeen produdi^ of fimilar events* 

In the prefent infiance no fuch circum- 
"ftances exifted. There was befides, as lias 
been before obfcrved, no prince of the royal 
race remaining to whom they could offer the 
crown ; and any fcheme of the nobles to e- 
led a new king out of their own body would 
Tiave been a point of the utmoft difficulty. 
Not only their jealoufy of each other was al- 
'Hioft an infiliperable obftacle to this meafure, 
(but had they been able to overcome it, and 
to have choien one from. among themfelves, 
their ability to fupport their choice was ve- 
^ dubious. 

In this ftate of things they refolved upon 
an expedient, which was what firft prepared 
the way for the acceifion of Margaret of 
Norway to the throne of Sweden ; and whidi 
confcqucntly immediately led them to the 
famous treaty of Calmar. They refolved to 
offer their crown to fome foreign prince, who 
from his connexions and alliances, would be 
lufficiently powerful to make good the title 
they were willing to confer upon him. They 
imagined that fuch a prince, who ihould owe 
to them alone the feepterhe bore, who could 
Jiot, like a native monarph, have had any 
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( loi ) 

oppoxtuaity of fQ]:nping,to himfelf a body of 
parbifanS) dangprous to ttie. libexties of their 
fcUow fubjeds 'y and. wiio^ fronx ^hc very cirr 
cumftanccs of his being, a foreign|pr^ would 
be. m^ru^ed by the pcoglcj. would fcarcely 
venture to invade the rigjhtsof m^a. already 
on tlKV guard ag^infl; him. 

' A\ beit, ibcondi fooni' of the dukcr^of Mcckbn^ 
Eutvg; wasithe prince maohr chobb 6£> on thiB 
occafion« Me wais^at ixiibpTodaiiDed b^^ the 
malecontents, and having feized tqjoiai Stocks- 
holm^ was afterwards? acknowledged fovc^ 
reiga by the whole 6ation. 

Thus MagnuS'Vrasra: iecondi.ttime.depo£ed, 
asid ]fe: fail the Swedes aG:£:6mp)ifhed thmr 
wiiheS'. But they iboift; found themiehres fe^ 
i^ei^ely tfilkppoiitted' in every other Ticw whkh 
had induced themf tcir phace Idneiir. irtowo on 
the headt of a fbreigner^. Ono might have 
beeii tempted to think that the Sw^diih 
throne Wds itfelf iofedioiss, .aiod neceilaf ily 
coHvmufli^ated theldve of defpotifinv Wke a 
difeafe, to all who ikt upon it. The fame 
powdr whi^h had^ eniabled iilbcrti to' fuatch 
the fcepter out of the hiands of Magnus, was 
afterwards employed to eniiave)his'ni^w fub- 
jeds. Certain of fupport from the princes 
of Mecklenburg, the earls of Holflein, and the 
H 3 Hanfc 
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ttarilfe tci^ns;' he refoWedtd carry his autho- 
ty to the trtthoft ektehf. He bcftowed all 
pofts of bonfequence xipon foreigners. Thefe 
only poifefled his confidence and fhared his 
favonriS; *he introdoiced 'a- number of Ger- 
mans into the fehate,' Hi dired violation: of 
the laws of the realm; and maintained- a 
ftanding army of foreign : mercenaries, .by 
means: of the oppreffive taxes which thoic 
miilitary coUedors enabtedrhim to. extort from 
his fubjcds. . ■ . 

Notcontent with having laid bnrdens on 
his people already beyond their ability.to bear, 
Albert of a fudden demanded a third of all 
the revenues of the kingdom, ecclenaiiical as 
well as civil. . This the= diet . refufed to con- 
fentto: but the king, who ;feem3 tohavecon- 
fultcd them intirely for the fake of fqrm, 
without intending to pay any regard to their 
determinations, immediately fcized by force 
what he could not obtain by confent. So 
much was the fpirit of the Swedifli npibles at 
that timfe funk, that had Albert contented 
himfelf with invading in this jn;aaner the 
property of the laity only, it is probable he 
might have enjoyed bis ufurpations undis- 
turbed- 

' He 
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He betrayed howevcar the utmdft folly ar 
well aa rapacity, hy thk attack on the pro- 
perty of the church ; which coruld.QOjt fail to 
render fo powerful a body of meit is that of 
the clergy, his mortal enen^ies. . . • . : 

The whole nation feems now to have been 
for once united, in order to free themfelves 
from his tyranny. But if the depofition of 
Magnums had proved a point of no incoftfider- 
able xliiEculty, the driving Albert froni a- feat 
in which he was fo well fortified, muft have 
been a much more arduous tafk. 

The fame difEculties muft have occurred 
with refped to the choice of a fucceflbr, arif- 
ing from the fame caufe, the want of a 
prince of the ancient blood royal, on whom 
they could beftow their crown without creat- 
ing mutual jealoufies among the nobles. But 
then Albert was infinitely more powerfully 
fupported than Magnus had been; and the 
fpirit of liberty, already on the decline among 
nhe Swedes under Magnus, had not certainly 
acquired frefh vigour during the defpotic 
reign of Albert. An army of foreigners* in 
the heart of Sweden ; all the fortreffes and 
flrong holds of the kingdom in the poflef- 
fion of thefej the chief part of the Swedifli 
nobles in voluntary exile in Denmark, whi- 
ther 
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^r t&y hadr fled for protedion 5 and the 
kkig, :^um of refcei^ing numerous bodies of 
fro&ps frdm hii allies abroad^ the moment 
^e ftiomld^ Inquire them: fhefe were, all ftrong 
barriers in the xvay ci any attempt to de- 
throne h^iin^ Thus circutndanced, the Swedes 
wene;either too weak to endeavour by them- 
felves tdrj[ha'ke off a yoke that .was become 
ijatol^-afble, or perhaps wanted courage to 
exert the ftrenigth of which they mi^ ftill 
have, been pofTdTed. Determined however 
no longer to fubmit to? Albert, they rafhly 
refplyed to offer their crown tp Margaret 
queen of Denmark and Norway. That fa- 
gacious princefs, who had long beheld with a 
fecret fatisfadion the fituation to which the 
Swedes, were reduced, had too much ambiti- 
on not to, take advantage of it. She accept- 
ed of their offer, but upon her own terms. 
Terms which afterwards reduced Sweden to 
a more deplorable liate of flavery than had 
ever yet been experienced in that country. 

This meafure was certainly as impolitic as 
it was extraordinary. From the national an- 
tipathy that had ever fubfifted between the 
Swedes and the Danes, one would have ima- 
gined a Dani(h fovereign would have been 
the very laft who could hope to afcend the 

Swedifh 



Swediffi throne. And wilfc regard to the po- 
licy of it, the Swedfes, wttfhout any gife^ de- 
gree of penetration, might have perceived^ 
that a principal fonrce of their gtic varices Was 
the unconftitutional' power which their mo^ 
narchs had fo frecjuently ultirpeA They 
might have oblerved; tftat from the great 
augmentation of t?hfc revenues of the crown, 
which had been infured to it to perpetuity; 
their kingsi had often been enaftled'toforra 
at home a party fiifficiehtly confkierabl)^ ta 
fecure them in the poffefiJoh' of it, though 
againft the fenfc of the reff of tfoe natibn. 
How much this fecurity had been increafcd 
when a prince had Hkewife refources from a-* 
broad, they had but too well experienced? itt 
the perfon of Albert. 

To beftow therefore their crown on the 
moft potent lb vereign of the norths who 
would not only neceffarily foeceed to all the 
authority poffefled by preceding princes, but 
would likewife derive additional poWer from 
being already raiftrefs of tv^o kingdoms, 
feems to have been an expedient calcnliated 
only to increafe the weight of thofe fhaiekles, 
from which it was their objed to free them- 
felyes. Little could they exped that fo po- 
tent a princefs as the fovereign of Dfenmark 
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;uid Norway, would refpcd more their rights 
and privileges than their native monarchs 
had done j who, not being poffeffed of the 
lame power, could not infringe them with 
equal fafety. Yet fuch was the hatred the 
Swedes bore to Albert, and fo precipitate 
were they in purfuing any fteps which might 
rid them of that tyrant, that they not only 
acknowledged Margaret queen of Sweden, 
but, in order to cut off every hope the de- 
pofqd king might entertain of ever remount- 
ing the Swedifh throne, they waved one of 
thofe rights of which they had hitherto been 
moft tenacious, that of electing their fove- 
reignj and fuffered Margaret, a fhort time 
^fter her acceffion, to nominate the prince 
who was to fucceed her. 

While the Swedes were thus induftrioufly 
forging their own chains, Margaret meditat- 
ed a ftroke which had long been the objedl of 
l^cr ambition. Not content with uniting the 
three Northern crowns in her own perfon, 
Ihe aimed at rendering that union perpetual. 
The treaty of Calmar was defigned to effed 
this purpofe : a treaty to which her Swedifh 
fubjeds were either fo blind as to grant their 
affent, or found themfelves unable to refufe 
it. It was obvious they could never promife 
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tlicmfelves anything better from this meafure; 
than to fee their country become a province td 
Denmark^ but the rcquefls of their new fo-^ 
vereign carried with them the authority of 
commands; and as fhe pofleffed the power 
required to exad obedience to her will, fhe 
was of a temper too,that would not brook op- 
pofitibn. This event opens in the Swedifli hif- 
toiy a new fccne of confufion, inarchy and 
aiftradion, arifitig from frefh caufes, and ex-. 
ceeding,if poffible, all thediforders which had 
before prevailed in Sweden, although the 
fources of thefe, were already fufiieiently nu- 
merous. 

The ftate of this country previous to the 
Veign of Magnus Ladulas, has. already been 
fufiieiently laid open! But that reign fur- 
nifhes an epocha, from which we may date a 
change both with refped to the government 
of the Swedes, and to that attachment to li- 
berty, by which they werte before diftingniflir 
ed. From that period* to the accfcffion df 
Margaret, we perceive the power of the 
crown continually augmenting, at the fame 
time that the fpirit of the people feems pror- 
portionably to decline. Other motives than 
the love of freedom, vifibly influenced their 

condud, 

* 1394- 



( io8 ) 

condod, in the revolutions which^then oc«- 
cunred And if the frequienc]f of thefe prove 
them OA £>i:9e[ occasions t& have been fiiH 
^f&fled' of thqii woatedrefileiiheis of difpor 
iitiw% the patience with which, they fuhmit^ 
ted> on otbersr to the feverefl oppreiSon;, jajS^ 
jGbGiently evinces that their paiCon^ for inde* 
pendenee hadrcoafiderably abated; But this 
alteration^ i^ their nntionia] charader was not 
{^Qdii4]tive of any henefieiaL coniTequences tQ 
the traorquilUty: of the ftate. Of a temper 
tpotinrbuleat; before to reap the advantages 
of any form* of government, they then ran 
into the contrary extreme; and frequently 
betrayed a. degree of fubmiflion, as incon- 
iiftent with their former charader, as it was 
averfe to their liberties. The firft not, more 
repugnant to true, than the latter was fub- 
yerlive of all freedom. 

^ The kings^ who reigaed at this^ period, q^ 
pear to have cpafidered this chao^e of difpo- 
&ion in their fubjed^ towards obedience, as 
only a.traniSent humour, of which they coiild 
BOt too fpeedily take advantage, for the pur* 
poie of augmenting their authority, and in^ 
ettafing their exa<fiion& Accordingly we find 
the latter enormousf, and the former almoft 
unlimited. But we never fee them purfuing 
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meafiiiFes of another fciml, wfikh fuch a 
^liange of difpofition in tte nation {Placed 
equally in -thdr ipowcr; i mean meafures 
-that wouhd have irontfibotcdi» the happindfe 
<rf' ibciety. fWe (meet .lao improvement in 
then- interior) pdboy:; ma regulations to&ci- 
Jitate the ae^inifkatioii of jnfiice; to pit>« 
mote pobldc order, render .pcivate property 
^dure, or efiaWifli rperfonal fafcty. None 
•that tended to enlighten the nnderftanding 
or foften the manners of the people; among 
whom we canasyet difcover, no knowledge 
of letters, no acquaintanQe with the arts and 
fciences, and few if any towards the cultiva- 
tion of commerce, Jf fuch was the ftatc of 
Sweden, previous to her having acceded to 
the treaty of Calmar, that treaty feems to 
have been but ill calculated to corred the 
diforders, which had fo long prevailed there. 
On the contrary, it at once opened an addi- 
tional fource of opprelTion, and became a frefli 
caufe of new diiTentions. Upon this were 
founded thofe claims of the kings of Den- 
mark upon the crown of Sweden, which at 
different periods v^'cre purfued by thofe 
princes with various fuccefs j but which for 
upwards of a century plunged the two king- 
doms into the mod bloody wars that ever 
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brought ruin oa a people.. And it was this 
divided the nation into two oF the moft vio- 
lent parties that were ever yet fi3rmed in it-, 
the onej determined to afTert the indepen- 
dence of their country ; the other equally re- 
folved to abide by the terms of the treaty; 
cm: under the pretext of abiding by them, .to 
oppofe, from motives of jealoufy or ambition^ 
the patriotic views of thofe, who refufed to 
admit the pretenfions of the Danifh monarchs. 

It is true, that the Swedes, previous to their 
confenting to the union of the three Northern 
crowns, had taken every precaution againft 
the inconveniencies which might arife from it, 
that in their circumftances prudence could 
fuggeft* Among other articles, they particu- 
larly ftipulated, that they thould retain their 
own laws, cuftoms, and privileges of every 
kind; and that the fubje£ls of Denmark and 
Norway fhould not be raifed to pofts of power 
or profit in Sweden. 

Margaret, who had made no difEculty to 
confent to thefe conditions, ufed as little ce- 
remony afterwards in totally difregarding 
them. Nor was there ofle article of the whole 
treaty of union adhered to by her fucceffors. 
Thefe having got into their hands all the for- 
trcffes of the kingdom, feemed to have no ob- 
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jc& in view but to deprefs the Swedifh no- 
bles, to remove them from all public affairs, 
and to reduce the people to fuch a ftate of 
fervitude as muft totally deprive them of the 
ability of redreffing themfelves. But it was 
otherwife with the clergy: to them was (hewn 
every mark of favour aiid diftindlion. The 
Danifh monarchs poiTeiTed policy fufficient to 
perceive, that without fecuring that body, 
they could never expcvfl to tyrannize with 
fafety over the reft of the nation. Accord- 
ingly monafteries were founded, churches en- 
dowed, and the power and privileges of the 
bifhops augmented to the fulleft gratification 
of their ambition. 

Won by this condud, the Swedifli prelates 
were ever the moft ftrenuous advocates for 
abiding by the treaty of Calmar ; and confe- 
quently the moft violent oppofers of all who 
attempted to refcue their country from the 
fhacklcs that treaty had impofed upon it. In 
confequence, therefore, of this fatal union of 
the northern crowns, the majority of the 
Swedes found themfelves expofed to the worfl 
of all oppreffions, that which flows from fub- 
jedion to foreign dominion; and what ren- 
dered their fituatron ft ill more deplorable, 
was, that a confiderable number of their 
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.t0a&tf5NliQn w^e intereAed in promoting 
thetr oppreffion. Hence they became a prey 
to the ra,p»city of Panifli governors, whofe 
impoiitions w^re exorbitant, in proportion jas 
they were cei^in o£ plundering with impu- 
nity.; and'Whp, not content with feis&ingthe 
firoperty, oi^en cruelly revenged themfelves 
on the peribns of this unfortunate peo- 
ple, for their inability to pay taxes that were 
impofed with las little judgment as feeling. 
^AsA hence they fuffered no Jefs from domes- 
tic diiSentions, than from/the tyranny of fo« 
reigners. By every traniient refpite from the 
latter, they became expofed to all the hor- 
rors of the former. When at any time en- 
abled for a ihort-li ved period to fhake off the 
Djanifh yoke, which happened not unfre- 
quently, the Swedes, diftradted by party rage, 
and Simulated by all that bitternefs of ran- 
cour and violence of animolity which civil 
obntcfts ufuaUy infpire, ftill continued, in 
their difputes with each other, to fhed frefli 
fireams of that blood, with which even the 
fword of the Danes had been already glutted. 

Soon after the death of Margaret *, we find 
-Engelbrecht, ajnd Erik Packe, rife to refcue 
their countrymen from the oppreffion of 

Erik 
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Erik her fucceffoir. Animated by that enthu- 
fiaftic love of freedom, which once charac- 
terized the Swedifli nation, their efFort^ wcric 
generous and bold. The fenate renODQce 
their allegiance to King Erik, and thc.admi- 
niftration of affairs is put iptp the. h^nds of 
Charley Canutfon, grand Mareflial of Sweden, 
his birth and rank obtaining what was in jus- 
tice due to the fervice? pf Bnglebyecht ax^ 
Packe, 

The murder of the firft, and execution of 
the latter, who had taken arms to revenge the 
death of his friend, were the rewards they re- 
ceived at the hands of Canutibn. Upon this 
the Swedes, as if they had; already forgotten 
all they had fui^ered from the Danifh govern- 
ment, appear defirous to recall Brik* The 
people, difgufted at the feverity with v^hich 
the Mar<£ibal exerqif^d his power ; , afid the 
nobility, ftimillated by jealoufy at feeing an 
equal placed above them j determined to dif- 
appoint him in his views upon the crown, to 
which he now openly afpired. Brik having 
been depofed in Denmark and Norway, as 
well as in Sweden ; they, i^ conj,un<aiqn with 
thofe two countries, eleflt Chriftopher of Ba- 
varia, who afcends the triple throne upon the 
fame terms a? Margaret and Brik* Chrifto^ 

I pher> 
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phcr, iminftnided by the escample of his prc- 
4cc€fflbr, followed hia ^eps ; and would have 
met with ia fimilat fate, had not death, by 
Tidding them of a tyrant, fpared the Swedes 
the bloodftied that mn& have attended ano* 
ther revolution. We now perceive, they 
have agam recourfe to the very man, whom 
they f& ihortly befcwre judged unworthy to 
poffefs any amhority. 

On the death of Chriftopher, Cfaatles Ca* 
ntitfon is ele^d King by a great majority^ 
But he did not long tnpy his dignity. The 
intrigues of the bi&opS) and of the other par-^- 
tifans of Denmark, tjOgether Wiih fomc ty- 
ranm^eal a^s which the natural vehemence <^ 
his temper bad made him commit, in a (hort 
time occaiioned a tiniverfal tevolt among his 
fubjeds; Which ended in his depofition, a 
reui^wal df the treaty df Calmar, and the 
ele<3ion of Chrifiiern the l&. k would be 
hard to determine, in this tranfailion, which 
we ought irioft to wonder at, th^ ficklenefe 
of the Swedes in fo often changing their mat- 
ters, or their abfurdity in again confenting to 
that union, frdm which a dear-bought expe* 
riencc had moft' feelin^y taught ^them they 
could expeft nothing but the fevereft oppref^ 
(ion. Chriftiera, indeed, foon gave them 

reafon 
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reafo^ tp repeat their folly; iujd vi^ ^Oftljr 
,;^nd C^nutfon ;ig4Jin ieate4 9n jthp 3wedi0^ 
throne^ But it /^as oqIj to ftmQiii^Cfi it a» 
fuddeijlj as bp bccaipp pgfliljired of it : and 
.^e ne^t find hii^ ipomp9Uip4 IQ %eftr never 
more to afpire to th? srowij, \ybich he bound 
himfelf npt to ^cc^i^ , evpn wfire it ptoflfered 
;tohiiji» N9twit^fta»di9g this, Qha|rl©J ugaia 
recovers the fceptre^ for th^th^jrd tim^; and 
his deajth, which happened fooi^ after, WP inay 
presume fpar^d him the niortification of fee- 
jing it j^ce more wr^fted from hi? hands- 

The xsondujft x>f this prince was certainly 
jmore j^raprdinary than even that of any of 
his>pcedex:eflbr$ ; and fiirniflies a jftriking proof 
^ JthP Uttlc atteatimi paid at that time a--, 
inpng the Sweden to any ideai^ of order qs 
jprinciples of jqiiice. 

If the prince? who preceded Charles purfur 
jtd an arbitrary fyftem of policy, and exafted 
fiippHes from theijr fubje£fcs with a rapaciou? 
Severity, at leaft their power was preyioufly 
icftahliihed on a footing tolerably fecure, and 
their aujthority undifputed. Put thait Charles 
^ould have proceeded upon the fame maxV 
im?, th^t he Aould have been guilty of the 
fa^ie oppreflions, he, upon whoni the crown 
he wore ha4 be^n beftowed by hi;s country^ 
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men, only with a view to deliver them from 
a tyrant 5 he, whofe authority had ever been 
difputed by ia cohfiderable number of his own 
fubjedis, Who had all the power of Denmark 
contimially in arms agaiiift him, while the 
monari^h of that country claimed a right to 
the Swedifh throne, a right fupported by a 
confider^ble party even in Sweden ^ that 
Charles, inftead of conciliating the afFedions 
of his people, ihould in thefe circumftances 
have a^ed as tyrannically as any of his prc- 
deceffots, we fhould be apt to attribute to 
madnefs alone, did not the general condu^ 
of all the Swedes at this time teftify, that the 
fpirit of anarchy had taken pofleifion of eve- 
ry breaft, and that where all love for the coa- 
flitution was loft among the fubjeds, an at- 
tention to their privileges could be but little 
expeded from the fovereign. 

From, the time* that Charles firft headed 
the troops raifed by Englebrecht, to ^f* the 
day of the death of this prince, containing a 
fpace of thirty-fix years, nothing could be 
more dreadful thatf the ftate of Sweden. This 
indeed may eafily be conceived from the 
fummary view I have given of the hiftory of 
:. . this 

« A. D. 1434. t A. D. 1470. 
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thi» fhort period^ a period in which there 
happened feven complete rerolutions, be- 
fide$ innumerable infurredions and revolts^ 
that vrere quelled before tlKiy^^ had gained 
fufficient ftrength to produce others. And' 
during which, the minds of men, continiiaUy 
agitated by a fuccellion of reciprocal injuries, 
maflacres, and all thofe outrages of which 
pvty. rage, when under no controul, never 
fails: to be produdive, appear wound up to a 
pitch of fury bordering on madnefs. * 

i 

So unaccountably inconfiftent was the con- 
du6l of the Swedes at this time; fo replete 
with the wildeft abfurdity ; and fo totally def- 
titute of any apparent objed but the deftruc- 
tion of each other ; that in thofe days of fu- 
perilition, an indifferent fpeSator might have 
been tempted to conclude, fbme daemon, in- 
tent on the ruin of the country, had poffeffed 
its inhabitants. 

Such were the fruits of the treaty of Calmar. 

It were unneceffary to dwell longer upon 
fcenes of fo difagreeable a nature. It is fuf- 
jSicient to obfervc, that excepting a few inter- 
vals, thefe diforders continued to prevail in 
Sweden, till the horrid maffacre of the nobi- 

I 3 ^ity 
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Jity At SBckhdlra, under Chrifticril 11*, &\U 
tA the ineafltre of tlic niiferies of this co^n^ 
try. IThid vr^e a cataftrophe well fuited to) 
the evehts iwhidh led to it ) and all that feetn-^ 
td Wanting to complete the defolation which 
tbofe had already caufedi It was howevef ^ 
in a great mcifure produfUvfc df the well- 
koiowii revolution which foon after placed 
Guftaviis Vafa bn the throne. Befote vr6 
proceed to a review of that tranfa£t]on, it 
may not be improper to make a few cnrfory 
temarks upon the cffcGts which the treaty of 
Calmar, and its cdnfeqiienced, muft have had 
iipon the manners and govetnment of 
the Swedes^ during a period of niore than a 
tentury, in the courfe of which that treaty 
was occaiionally adhered to. It is obvious 
ho improvement could poflibly have taken 
place in either, during times bf fuch univer- 
fal anarchy, fuch cruel civil difTentidns, and 
fo many bloody fOreigii wars. On the 6on- 
trary, the teftlefTnefs of temper and ficklenefs 
of difpofitioh which had ever be6n confpicu- 
ous in this people, miift have been augmbnt- 
fcd in proportion as their government had be- 
fcdmc riiore unfetiledi Previous to the uniori 

df 
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of the nchrthera crawns, the vice9 of an el^ct 
five monarchy had heen ia a great degree cor^ 
reded, by the preference whick ia all their 
eledtiqns^ the Swedes conftantly gave to the 
line of their ancient kings* If disputes about 
the fucceilion fometimes occurred between 
difieirent branches of die royal fiaimily, at 
Jeaft all contentions for the crown among the 
reft of ihe nobles, was by this means preveat«» 
cd. But the nation proceeded a ftep farther 
than merely to adhere to the royal line. Up« 
on the death of the father, the fon was g&- 
Berally fure to fucceed, unlefs he had prevU 
oully given fome caufe of diiguft to thofe 
who were to elc<9t him* Hence the Swedifh 
^ings ieem to have pofTefTed a double right 
to the crown they wore. The one, in virtup 
of their elediop 5 the other, on acppuijt of 
their birth. The laft indeed was not nqr 
could, in an eledive goyefnj:^en,t, be veft- 
ed in them by the conftitution ; but, which 
amounted to the fame thing, it .was founded 
in cuftom, and in the predilediqn of th^e peo- 
ple for the toyal femily. 

This, to a nation fo rcftlefs and turbijlent 
as, before the reign of Magnus Xauduluj, 
the Swedes appear to have been, was prp- 
dui^ive of many advantages} whilft it cut 

off 
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<jflrthefdtirce of thofc divifions, which ill 
cledivc kingdoms fcldom fail to cnfue upon 
the death of a monarch j it gave to a Swcdifh 
foverfeign a degree of fecurity in the poffef* 
lion of the crown, which would not have 
been the cafe, had his fubjefts confidered 
him in no other light than that of being the 
creature of their choice. Ever fond of change^ 
«s well as prone to fedition, they would, upon 
the flighteft grounds for difcontent, have ufcd 
•but little ceremony in unmaking kings, who 
•were devoid of any other claim to the throne 
they occupied, than what they derived from 
their elediion. 

Fluctuating therefore as the Swedifh go- 
vernment was, this circumftdnce^ without 
doubt, rendered it lefs fo than it muft others. 
"Wife have been. But when the treaty of 
Calmat took place, the ancient royal family 
of Sweden being then extind, it is obvious 
that the Swedes, far from poffeffing any pre^ 
diledion for the princes, who in virtue of 
that treaty became their fovefeigns, would, 
on the 'contrary, from the national enmity 
that had ever fubfifted between Sweden and 
Denmark, have naturally been difafieded 
towards them*. 

Thele 
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Thefe princes then were not only dellituttf 
of what had formerly teen the main prop of 
the authority of their predeccffors, but like- 
wife found, in a national prejudice of their 
new fubjeds, a frefh fource of difcontent a* 
mong them, that was fure to augment that 
reftlefTnefs of difpofition, which had already 
rendered it fo hard a talk to govern them. 

Accordingly, if we except Margaret, whofe 
fuperior abilities preferved the fceptre in her 
hands till fhe died } and Chriftopher, whofe 
death prevented a revolution : none of the 
Danifli ibvereigns who fucceeded tQ the 
throne of Sweden, could ever maintain 
themfelves in it, although backed by all the 
power of Denmark and Norway. And not- 
withflanding that Charles Canutfon was a 
native monarch, yet as he poffefled no right 
to the crown but what he derived from his 
eledion, he feems to have been rendered the 
fport of the caprice of his fubjeds, from the 
number of times he was depofed and reinflated. 

But the anarfchy, confufion, and devaftati* 
.on, which muft neceflarily have attended fuch 
frequent revolutions, were not the only evils 
refulting from the treaty of Caiman Thefc 
indeed may have increafed the natural tur- 
bulence of the Swedes, and have revived that 

ferocity 
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ferocity" dt manners among tliem^ which had 
begun to abate during the reigns of Magnus 
Ladulus and his immediate fuecefTors^ Other 
eonfequences^ ftiH more fatal to liberty, eii- 
fued from thit imfortunate iiieafure. The 
queflion feemed no longer to be, how the iia* 
tion ought to be governed, but who was to 
govern them^ Whether a Dane ot a Swede; 
a king chofen according to the terms of the 
treaty of Calmar, or in oppoiition to that 
treaty. This was the great objed to which 
every other Appears to have been fubordinata 

Hence the love of freedom was in Sweden 
converted into the fpirit of party j the gene- 
tous enthufiafm of the one, funk into the vio- 
lence and rage of the other ^ and attach- 
ment to the conftitution, loft In the devotion 
to pcrfons* For the Ipace of near a century 
and a half, during which this country was 
torn by ihteftine commotions, it was impof- 
fible that any attention could have been paid 
even to the foi'ms of a free government ;-— 
and in fuch a government the fofms are too 
intimately contieded with the fpirit of it, to 
admit of any fufpenfion of the former, with- 
out rilking the lofs of the latter. Accord- 
ingly all fcnfe of oppreffion in the partizans 
of either fide of the queftion, fcems to have 

yielded 
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yieidfed to the fatisfo£lion which catch ih tlici* 
turn experienced from having defeated theif 
opponents j and both parties fuflFered them- 
felves to be enflaved by the very perfons 
whofe caufe they had fuppcJftcd'at the ex- 
pence df their bldodi; So that without hav* 
ing made one fiep towards ihe advancement 
of order, and eftablifhment off public tranquil* 
lity, the only benefits which can poffibly ar- 
rive fjom the lofs of liberty, the Swedes 
found thbmfelves at onc6 deprived of free-^ 
dom, and deflitute of any of the feW adtan-* 
tages which are fuppofed to belong to an ab^ 
folute government Su(^h was their conditio 
on about the middle of the lixteenth centu*^ 
ty, and fuch were the! caufes of their being at 
this period fo far behind almofi every Euro- 
pean nation, in the improvement of their po* 
licy and civilifatioti of their manhets* 
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SECTION IL 

Containing a review of the hifi<>ry of Sweden^ 
from the revolution effe6ted, by Gufiavus 
. Vctfa^ in the year 1520, to the death of 
Charles X\\^ in i"]!^. 

Jl\T no period of the Swedifh hiftory do we 
meet with a junSure fo favourable to the 
eftablifhment of an abfblute monarchy, as 
that at which Guftavus Vafa afcended the 
throne. During thofe bloody craitefts for 
power, which had fo long divided the nobles^ 
harrafled the people, and defolated the coun- 
try, we have feen that the nation had in a 
great meafure loft fight of liberty; and that 
their attachment to rights and privileges, 
once fo dear to every Swede, appeared to 
have decreafed in proportion to the length of 
time they had been deprived of them. 

Nor was it extraordinary, that all love for 
the conftitution ihould have been extinguifh- 
ed among a people, who whatever might have 
been the cafe with their forefathers, never 
had themfelves: experienced any of thofe be- 
nefits which ought to have refulted from it. 

In 
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In fad, for upwards of a genttiry previous 
to the revolution brought about by Guftavust 
the ancient Swedifh form of government had 
exifted only in idea; and confequently the 
ancient Swedifh liberty could have little or 
no place in the recoUedion of thofe Swedes 
who were witneffes to that event. On the 
other hand, we find they had been long a 
prey to all the violence of party rage- they 
had been long accuftomed to devote them- 
Iclves blindly to thofe who headed the differ- 
ent faftions which difiraded the ftate, and 
which-ever fide prevailed, the people may be 
faid to have been in fdiiie degree trained to 
fubmiflion by the defpotifm of thofe who di- 
reded the public zffairs. 

Thus circumftariced, thus prepared for fla- 
very, their fate feems to have been fufpended 
only becaufe they could not agree among 
themfelves in the choice of a maften There 
.were fo many competitors for power, that ho 
one of thefe. was ever permitted by the refl 
to eflablifh his authority on a more permanent 
foundation 5 and hence the form of govern- 
ment had not as yet been rendered abfolute, 
although the temporary diredors of the flate 
aded with an authority purely arbitrary. . 

But 
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But Gijftav^a, had nouc of thefe difficulties 
to contend with. On the firft news of Jbis 
revolt, Chriftiern ^aye orders to all the Da- 
nifh o;fiBcers in Sweden, to put to death indif- 
j:riminatply every Swpdilh gpntleman within 
their reacljr whether a friend pr an enemy. 
This horrid aiJ^ion had been prece4ed by the 
maiTacre of the principal nobility at Stock- 
holm. The Dane little ^Bqi^gin^d that the 
very njicafures by which hp meant tp fecnre 
himielf on the Swediih thrope, i» reality, 
fervcd only to prepare the way for the fuccefs 
jof hi? enipmy. They left Gijili^yTqis without 
rivals for the crown, ajid the people without 
leaders for fadioq. 

Hence it gave to the oije,.the fcc^raepofleC- 
](ion of the kingdom ; and to the other^ that 
jmanimity without which they eould neyisr 
haye (haken off the Danife yoke. 

Thws from the blackeft tranfatfJions which 
ever difgraced the annals of a monarch, the 
njoft hene^cial cpnfequences refulted to the 
very perfons whom this tyrant had devoted 
to deftrudjon. 

Here then we perceive .that whatever had 
prevented hitherto the eftablifhment of an 
abfolute monarchy in Sweden, was complete- 
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ly f emoved at the time GafiaTU« afcended 
the throne. But this was not all. The 
Swedes beheld in this prinef* not only their 
fovereign, but likewife the deliverer of his 
country. They faw in Guftavus the man, 
who at the moment they were finking be^- 
neath the weight of a foreign yol^e, whea 
they were reduced to a fiate of wretehedneis 
too deplorable to allow them even to hope 
for relief, not only refqued them from that 
.yoke, and all the miferies it had occ^fioned.; 
but by the wifdom and lenity of his govern-^ 
ment prevented the return of thofe civil dif- 
fentions which had fo often diftradted the na-? 
tion ; ^nd to whom therefore they were iui- 
debted for tranquillity and peace, as well as 
independence. 

To fuch a prince, a grateful people, even 
fuppofing them poffeffed of the fpirit of li- 
berty, might notwithfianding have been -too 
apt to confider the moft uijrcferved fubmif- 
fion on their part, as only a juft retijrti for 
the ineftimable fervices rendered on hi?. 
The moii implicit obedience in a people fo 
circumftanced, however repugnant to the 
principles of their conftitution, would wear 
the appearance of a virtue : it would feem 

th^ 



( .128 ) 

the ofispring of their gratitude for benefits 
.^hich they knew not otherwife how to repay. 

The fame motives therefore, muft, if poffible, 
have operated ftill more powerfully on a peo- 
ple, who, as was juft now obferved, had been 
previoufly prepared for flavery. It was ac- 
cordingly not at all furpriling that the Swedes 
ihould have fufFered Guftavus to lay the 
foundation of an abfolute monarchy ; parti- 
cularly as the amiable qualities and concilia 
ating manners of this prince, were as confpi- 
cuous after he was feated on the throne, as 
his courage and abilities bad been in railing 
him to it. 

The fituation of Denmark alfo, left Guf- 
tavus entirely at liberty to purfue his defigns. 
Chriftiern had been driven from the throne 
;of that country, but he was ftill aUve, and 
had ftill a number of adherents. 

His fncceffor Frederick therefore, carefully 
avoided creating to himfelf a new, while he 
had any thing to apprehend from an old ene- 
my. He afTumed accordingly a very differ- 
ent condudl from that held by his predecefTors 
ever (j.nce the date of the treaty of Caiman 

. From that period the Danifli monarchs had 
conftantly laid claim to the crown of Swe- 
den. 



i ^^9 ) 

den. A claim neqefTarity unjuft^ ^as it v/as 
fdkfy derived from a fepeaty, tonotme article 
0f which they had themfdvcs adhered. But 
Pi^derick, far from attempt^ngto make good 
tliispstttended right, cultivated thefrieQdfhip 
dfCuOa^Tus with the "utmoft affiduity ; fo that 
faf6 &yedifh majetfty fotund an ally in that po- 
toitate, iwho had during 4he courfe of -more 
than a ^century pro^ved the tneift hnplacsMe 
ononiy ito ^i$ comitFy • 

Thus a number of circumffiances confpired 
to give to this monarch a degree bf power 
never pdlTdTeti by any who had preceded 
him. iHow'firmly that power was etlablifli- 
edi fhe change 4ie brought about iii the reli- 
gion of iiis iubjcifis, furnlihes A moft Uriking 
proof. The Swedi(h prelates, from their 
wealth, pride, and jambitioo, j had < o^at ally 
l^adisorincmiitderableiihafle in iseducktg'thekr 
coun^^y^to' the rdeplamble fiate dfroffi' which, H 
had been refcued.byiGidlavus. ITo^dimiftilh 
the riches and curtail the power jof ,^l|efe 
haughty puc^^M^xe^cos^^pqpsRtly^ffh 
defira^ble, as they .were Jurd XoJbp^hUin^, 
Hitherto, .the .C^aaUeft Jofrii^e^«nt .;<rf' .|}j^ 
rights of the clergy, .bad .oftc(n,jc;oft d^^w^iifist 
ijiaoarchjusj:xowji. ,To attaokthecdfore t^e 
rel;igion itfelf, in order to humble the minif- 
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ters of iti to aim at extirpating the faperfti- 
tion of tl^p Romifti churph, among a people 
fo bigotted as the Swedgs then were, was aa 
attempt V|/eU fuited iinieecl tq the bqld entef- 
prizing ^^ius of Guftavus, bqt which- only 
a prince of hiis abilities, and who pojSIbffed 
like him the love of his fubj$<2s, could have 
accomplifhed* , He fucqeeded, The.reforma- 
' tion was coiBplete. They who had been the 
rivals of their fovereign^who had even given 
law to the croAyn, who h^d promoted fediti- 
on inftead of preaching peape^ and who with 
the moift rapacious ambition, grafped at 
wealth as eagerly as they had done at powpr» 
funk into their proper fphere ; and- were 
compelled to fulfil the long-negledcd djuties 
of their fundion* . 

Salutary: as the confeqnences of this mea* 
fure were, it was certainly rather a dangerous^ 
experiment, for an <de<aive King, at the conv- 
mencement too. of. his reign. 

A left adventurous politician would pro- 
bably have deemed it more prudent to have 
paid court to the clergy, and by gaining that 
body over -to his interefts, haye fecfured his 
authority, with refpedl to the reft of his fub- 
jeds. But Guftaws had other views. The 

• " ' * chief 
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chief oppdStion he had met Tvith in his glo- 
rious entcrprijsc had proceeded from the bi- 
ihops. He, therefore, not only difdained af- 
fembling with men, who ifluft certainly have 
incurred his keeneft indignatiori, but hefore- 
faw that as^ long as thefe prelates pofleffed 
the temporal power *, which their infhience 
over the minds of the laiety had enabled 
them to ufurp, there could be; no fecurityfor 
the (deration q£ the public tranquillity, nor 
could the royal authority acquire any degree 
of permanency. 

In order, therefore, to leffen a power ^ich 
had been often exerted for the worft pur- 
pofes, he judged it neceflary to dimriiiibtoo 
that influence, jn which it originated 5 and this 
was only to be done by abolifhing popery. ^ 

On his acceffibn to the' crown, Guftavus 
found the public revenues totally exhatifted. 
*rhe ruinous ftate of a country, all the inha- 
bitants of Which, excepting the clergy, had 
been long expbfed to thfc unfeeling rapacity 
of foreign coUedors under an rafatiaBle* ty- 
raiiti IcftGuftavus with but few refources to 
repair the firiances of the ^ kingdom. He 

K 2 thought 

* I have fliewn on a former occafion, together with the 
ciufes of it, that the power of. the bifhops was gt'eater \xi 
Sweden than in any other country. 
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thbuglit the immeefe^iidibperfliHRts -weahh 
tif the cbureh, ebnld iiot fae mote uf^illy 
osjilpyed thaii'£»r ihis.fntijpofe; and we dooay 
additoQ, that fthe.ifrelsdoin and il^eratity of 
4iu0fprJnQe-S f«ltltm«i1tA, m«ft ^^eteade faim 
beheld w^ 'floret and iodignatioo, tbeinnni- 
«nrin'Wfhich'the)B««nifti!oIerg|r'thcn impof- 
ed 'l^ifm theojredvlity of the {Hiq^. 

^t iiai 'there wfts appareatly fo nradi 
haoard and daflgeir in 'ajx undertaking of this 
naftare, that, ■perhaps, *hefe motives would 
not alone have been fufficient to have deter- 
miiaed-iQttftaviLi^ to 'venture ,nponit. What 
he h$d ^r9»dy-3tc^»«d, proved, it is true, 
thathe^iwft^ opt to he 4eter^d hykii^cultiesi 

But then, ppe^Hotis to his enterpriee againft 
Chriftiern, his fittiatioii was fiich, that what- 
ever he might (gain, heat lead.rHked nothing 
by his i$tteoiI>t, howpver wiW 'ftod defpeiate 
it le^ht 4t - &t^ ^ghl have i^^seared. And 
the meafijres he ufpd to fiirmou5tt theiaany 
Qtjftftebs he ba4 tf> -fiOPtend iwitb, were coo* 
ceivfd with * prude^iee thafdiioanftrated he 
j»(%)^'im-aJl Q§?a^&<»fl fts c^Uy, ^he execut- 
ed with ftre Hftd ^goUr. That he, therefore, 
Vf^owas only an elej^ive monarch, fliould in- 
,yolve himfelf in new troubles at the moment 
he had begun to reap the fruits of what he 

had 
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had already accomplifbed', agrees Well enough 
with one part of his charader, but does not 
by any means coirefpond^ with the other. 
The motives then, whichi^oa this occafion 
pPObaWy operated the moff powerfully on the 
mih&of G\iftavus, ^as a defign he mfeditat- 
cdi of' rendering the crown beredftary fn his 
femily-; and conieqoicntly, he determined to 
give every poffible fecurity to a thrtone that 
was to be occupied by his pofferityi In this 
defigft he likjsrwiffe fticcceded*^. The Swedes 
furreodet^dnn favour oghia iflSir, tike. right of 
eleiling thfeir foyemign •, aii4 by^ thfrt means 
rdinquiflb4 a^ycbanjce t^ey i^ajght other* 
wiife hav^^had, of being- Mt^ upcmi the death 
of QuftavuSj^ to. ftipulate fiich coasbditions 
with hia fucceffop^, a$ might havo bnou^t 
back the cooAitwtiofixtOiit^ipjiifHoe pridDc^iplea. 

Such, however, were the modteration, jui^ 
tice, and wifHom of this prince, and= Inch 
had been the dreadftiF ftate erf" the kingdom 
during a long period previous to his reign, 
that the Swcdies, far fhom conceiving they 
had loft any thing by the changes introduc- 
ed by Guftavus, muft, on the contrary, have 
looked upon every altcratioa as aa adJvantage. 
Theyr did not forefee what their country wjas 

K s .one 
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one day to fuffer from the defpotifm of a 
Charles the Xlth, or a Charles the Xllth. 
Inftead, of all the horrors of domeilic broils 
aad civil wars, fpperadded to the weight of 
a foreign yoke, they found the indepeiiidence 
of the kingdom recovered, peace reftored, or- 
der eftablifhed, juflice duly adminiftered, 
commerce prote£ted, and the arts and ibiences 
encouraged. They found this, and they 
looked nq farther. 

It cannot, indeed, be faid with propriety, 
that Gufiavus either changed the govern- 
ment, or deftroyed the liberty of his coun- 
trymen. In fadl, when he aicended the 
throne, they had been for fome time as des- 
titute of the one, as they were ignorant, per- 
haps incapable, of the other. It is very po(^ 
iible for a people to have occaiional niaflers, 
and to be,. at the fame time, without a go- 
vernment. This had been long the cafe in 
Sweden ; where even the for^^s of the con- 
ftitution had been negleded ; the fpirit of it 
loft J the laws fallen into difufe; and the 
fword rendered the fole arbiter in every dif-r 
put<^. 

The being fooner or later fubjeded to an 
abfolute power, muft have been the doom of 
a nation fo citcumdftanced. And when we 

confider 
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<x>nfider how palatable^ that power was rcii-. 
^ered to them by Guftavus, it will appear no- 
wife extraordinary that the Swedes, however 
Jn the early ages of their hiflory they may 
,have been attached to liberty, fhould' have 
funk by degrees, from the reign df this 
prince, into the ftate ^f flavery, in which 
.we beheld them under Charles the Xllth. 

It is to be obferved, that Guftavus did not 
accomplifli all his fchemes, without oppofiti- 
on: but as this was produced by a fpirit of 
fuperftition, not of liberty, it went no far- 
ther than to fuch of his plans as related to 
religious concerns. 

But the moft remarkable circumftance is, 
that none of his fubjedts oppofcd him in this 
point with fo much violence, as the very men 
who had been his firft and great fupport : 
thefe were the Dalecarlians. There is fome- 
thing fo peculiar in the charadlei; of this peo- 
ple, that to take feme notice of them before 
we conclude with the reign of Guftavus, will 
not I hope be deemed an unjuftifiable digref- 
fion. 

. They inhabit one of the nioft barren and 
mountainous parts- of Sweden. Perpetual 
ihows cover the tops of their hills, and long 
jdreary winters whiten over their vallies too, 

for 
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for tfaegtoftteft pBiiit of tlwycar. fliBiirm* 

ofth^tomfcxta^ deles' iidt ovexr »fif»^ whst 
th« more Soillhernf people of Butoper dfcem 
tbe^ adceflTaries of lifei For want of rarti . 
Uiey majie. tMread t>£ the bafjt of certain fms, 
ajad ofa pieoe withe )fi»ahjbu<irbtai£, is^ tiitsir 
wh^le mode of Uving: Evecy Dy«eairKan 
renders to bimfelf all thofe offices^ which it 
is. the province of different tsades to fupply 
in other countries. He makes after his own 
rude faftiion whatever is requifitc for his 
cloathing j the homelinefs of which correC- 
ponds with the poverty of his diet. Igno- 
rant of all thofe inferior arts which adminif- 
ter to the conveniencies of life, arid tlie na- 
ture of their foil prohibiting agriculture^ 
thefe people chiefly follow the laborious oc- 
etipation of miners. Thus inured from their 
infancy to hardfhips of every kind, the Dalc- 
carli^ns form perhaps the moft robuft and 
hardy race of men in Sweden. If they are 
unacquainted with the refinements of more 
poliflied focieties, who dwell in gentler cli- 
mates, they are like wife ignorant of their 
vices. They have ever retained their .primi- 
tive fimplicity of manners. Humble, yet 
brave, they are patient of labour, but not of 

oppreffion: 
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oppre0i0a: fuhmijQSn^, where they think 
ibbmi^eii ckie ; iatcadtable^. where they, coo- 
4mwi^ ^uikcskf to^ be ufurped* Generous 
ai^ romaatic ia their untaught notions of 
boQjomv anxi pofSsSkd of tb^ fpirit of enter- 
priae which commonly accompanies great 
courage, they have been perpetually volun- 
teers in redrefling grievances by which they 
were themielves but little or not at all affedb- 
ed, Secure in their mountains, they were 
left to the enjoyment of their own rude cuf*- 
tomS'j and placed beyond the reach of ty- 
ranny, they fek not the yoke impofed, at 
different times, upon the other inhabitants of 
Sweden: but when thefe wanted fpirit to 
oppofe their tyrants, the Dalecarlians under- 
took the talk for them. They fallied from 
their rocks and forefts; they followed the 
flandard of an Englebrecht; they fpilt their 
blood in defence of a Sture ; they conquered 
under the banners of a Guftavus. 

Such were the virtues of thefe people : but 
then their fimplicity was attended l^ its ge- 
neral companion, credulity, as their igno- 
rance was by fuperftition. 

Hence a people poffefled of a difpofition 
that might have been direded to the beft 
purpofes, were often rendered the tools of de- 

figning 
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figning men to anfwer the worft ; and, there- 
-fore, the Dalecarlians appear to have been 
the moft turbulent of allthe Swedes •, wrought 
upon, on one occafion, by an impoftor, who 
perfonated the fon of the late adminiftrator; 
at others, by their priefts, they rebelled no 
.kfs than fix times againftGuftavus. Three of 
the conditions which uponthelaftof thefein- 
furredions, the Dalecarlians propofed to this 
prince, at once give a full idea of their fpirit 
of independence, their fuperftition, and their 
fimplicity. Thefe were, that he fhould ne- 
ver pafs the boundaries of their province, 
without giving them hoftages for the fecurity 
of their privileges; that whoever eat flefh 
on a faft-day (hould be burned; and that* 
both the king and his courtiers fhould re-af- 
fume the old Swedifli habit, and never after- 
wards borrow new drelTes and fafhions from 
.ftrangers. The laft article was that which 
they moft infifted upon. 

Guftavus treated this generous, though 
fimple and credulous people, with all the ten- 
dernefs that was confiftent with the tranquil- 
lity of his kingdom, and fafety of his crown; 
fo that towards the clofe of this prince's reign, 
ihey, like their fellow-fubjeds, had become 
reconciled to all his meafures. 

Thus 
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Thus when Brick afcehdcd the throne. of 
his father^ hp found hiojfelf fovereign of a 
funited and c6ntented people. No prince ever 
came to the crown of Sweden with fuch ad- 
van t^es.. .He was the finft who had taken 
pofleffion^of it ia virtue of hereditary right. 
The long happy reign of a king, adored by 
his fubjeds, fecured to his fon not only the 
obedience, but in fome meafure the attach- 
ment of the nation. Tired of fadion, and 
bearing frefh in memory the horrors of civil 
diffcntions, they were difpofed only to tran- 
quillity, and fubmiflion. They had, during 
the reign of Guftavus, who was the patron of 
fcience and commerce, tailed the fweets and 
learned to cultivate the arts of peace. The 
.reformation had totally cut off the fource of 
thofe diflurbances, which the wealth, pride, 
and ambition of the popifh prelates, had for- 
merly created in the ftate. Moft of that an- 
cient nobility, whofe turbulence was wont 
to be produdive of continual revolutions, 
had been cut off either at the maffacre of 
Stockholm, or in the courfe of civil wars. 
The race of nobles who fucceeded them, had 
been brought up with new ideas, and with 
notions fafhioned to the times. The claims. 
pf the Kings of Denmark upon the crown of 

Sweden 
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Sweden were annihilated, as the zGt which 
rendered that crown hereditary, had cancell- 
ed the treaty of Calmar. And finally, the 
royal revenues had for the firft time, not on- 
ly been rendered amply fufficient to maintain 
the dignity of a crowned head, but immenfe 
riches were lodged in the treafury, which 
had accrued to Gufiavus from the fuppref- 
fion of monafieries, and other confequences 
of the reformation. 

The tranquillity of Sweden appeared now 
to reft on a bafis fufiiciently firm. The 
boifterous fcenes which (he had long exhibit- 
ed, had yielded to others of a more pleafing 
afpeft 5 and a variety of circumftances feem- 
ed to promife that the continuance of thefd 
would have been lafting. 

It was not, indeed, to be prefumed, (he 
could retain any part of her former liberty; 
the foundations of arbitrary power had been 
too deeply laid, and the fuperftrudlure was 
too far advanced : it might, however, have 
been expeded, that freed from public trou- 
bles, (he would have funk peaceably at leaft, 
into the lamp of defpotifm. 

The event was, however, otherwife. In 
thas country, fated to revolutions, not only 
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£reih commotions ihortly break out, but the 
fpirit of liberty appears once more to awake 
among its inhabitants. 

The infanity of Erick was the caufe df the 
firll^ and the appearance df the latter ori- 
ginated in the reformation. 

'Erick by his firft a£ls of authority gave 
great difguft to his nobles. But it feeftis to 
h^ve been a matter of little importance how 
he treated men, whofe abjed fervility fupalT- 
ed the utmoft turbulence of their ancefiors. 
This unfortunate prince was not deflitute df 
good qualities : but the difofder in his under- 
fianding frequently made him commit anions 
equally unjuft and cruel. It is truly afto- 
nifliing with what flavifh fubmiffion the once 
fierce and fpirited Swedes, bore with the fran- 
tic violetttte of a lu nat ic^* Vidlences Which 
in )>is ludid intervals ftruck Erick himfelf 

With 

* Of this thetwofoHo)vm'g inftances-arefaffideht.^ Kfltis 
^ Sture» of tb^ fatniiy of the 1^< AdmialRratbr^^ hadboeii lot^ 
aa obje<5t of the jealoufy and ill ufage of Erick, although this 
prmce had never'had the fmaHtft rcufon to be OjBfentfcdti^ith 
him; The klia^y at length, wd&t &> far as to ftab Sture v^iik 
his own hand: Sture drew the.ponjard out of his (ide,'kifted 
it, and profited H^to Erick, who, nikvrkhftanai*^, oi^d^teA 
hk guards to^ put iumt64eath.---The,^ther indaa^e istixzt of 
fix ^nd twenty gobies having been maflacred at once, upon 
gponndlefs ful^x^ions, and the^ftatesl 3l[ict Uieir 'd^ih cbn- 
demned thoTe perfbns^ whom it 'was ixi^fiible tbeT? ^^^^^ ?^^^? 
trijed. 
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with horror, were Cure to obtain the fan£lion 
of the ftates, whofe decrees never failed to be 
a juftification of his condudl. 

The King's brothers, however, the dukes 
John and Charles, were not fo patient. The 
former had been condemned to death by 
Erick, and had with difficulty efcaped. Both 
the dukes,; therefore, were convinced there 
could be no fafety for them, as long as Erick 
continued on the throne : they determined 
to depofe him. Sweden was again plunged 
into a civil war, but it was not of long dura- 
tion. The caufe of the dukes was popular. 
Erick was in a fhort time abandoned, de- 
throned and imprifoned ; and John affumed 
the fceptre that had been wrefted from 'his 
brother's hands. ^ . 

We now onc<5 more behold tranquillity re- 
ftored to.Sweden. John fucceeded to. all thofe 
advantages already enumerated, of which 
Erick, at his firft acceffion to the crown, had 
been poffeffed. The fource of all the difor- . 
ders of the laft reign no longer exifted : and 
the patience exhibited by the people during 
the continuancQ of it, fufficiently evinced that 
neither the love of freedom, nor the fpirit of 
£adion^ were any longer fufficiently powerful 
among thera to be productive of frefti troubles. 

It 
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It riiuft have been a point of fome difficul- 
ty to have devifed any thing that could create 
new diforders in a country, where a prince 
fo circumftanced, reigned over a people fo 
difpofed. But John fhortly hit upon, per- 
haps, the only expedient, which had he 
wanted to plunge his fubjefts into confufion, 
would probably have been attended with fuc- 
cefs. This was an attack upon the religion 
which his father Guftavus had takejifuch 
pains to eftablifh. It was this attack that once, 
more gave the Swedes an opportunity of re- 
ftoring their country to liberty. An oppor- 
tunity they certainly did not iipprove as 
much as the circumftances of the tinjes feem- 
ed to allow, but by the means, of which the. 
compleat introduction of defpdtifm was for a 
fhort period retarded. ' . 

John Lad majrrie'd Catherine daught'Cr of. 
Sigifmond king of Poland. This pjrincefs,, 
bigotted to the church of Rome, and pofTeff- 
ed of great influence over her hufband, ap-^ 
pears tOr have direded that indtehce "to no' 
other objed butlhe coriverfion or'^tlie* king," 
attd the re-eftablifhment^f.popCTy'Tft'hls do- 
minions. -^ • -' ' ^ ^"''* '"^^ '" 

In the firft, fhe feerris'Jo l^y^.fficceeded.. 
In the latter, her endeavours Terved dnfy to 
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plange the kingdom into confufion, and ulti- 
mately to deprive her fon of the fucccffion ta 
the crown. 

Duke Charles forefaw the confequcnces of 
the lyftem purfuedby the king at the inftiga- 
tion of Catherine 5 and regulated his condud 
accordingly. Men who have once fhaken 
6flf the papal yoke, have feldom been weak 
enough to refume it from motives of religion, 
however they might from thofe of intereft ; 
and fince the reformation the Swedes had 
held the church of Rome in abhorrence. 
Charles therefore could not have rendered 
himfelf more popular, than by oppofing eve- 
ry meafnte of his brother which tended to 
reftore property. 

He accordingly did mofi vigorouiljy pppofe 
the king on this occalioQ, and with a fuccefs 
that laid the ground- work of his future -cle- 
vation to the throne. 

Sigifmofid, the fon and fucceCor of John^ 
had J under the tuition of his mother, imbib* 
cd all her prejudices reip?(^iijg religion. This 
prince,; fome time previous to the death of his 
father, had been eleded king of Poland- Se- 
cure therefore at all events of one crown, he 
flatteredhimfelf he (hould be fujKciently 

powerful 
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pbwcr^ito e^eCt ki Sweden hf ^ce, what 
the Utp kin^ iiad In Tain endeavoured to ac-^ 
annpdiih bf adckefs. Hk atte^mpts were 
kowever ^tqfoally frmitlefs. The Swedes h&^^ 
iag tailed thiefwcAs^ kiaew too ^dll the va* 
Iiae of rdligiout liberty 3 end Ckat4cs oppc^ 
ed lu« nef]4iew an the fa^e prmciples, an^d 
widfi die fame fpirit and fttcoe&, by u^hj^ Im 
had cotnttei^a^d tbe deigns of his broCher. 

I^uriog the courfe of «l^efe contellB it %as, 
tJiat a mxi& f^^mntahAc jim^ce pre&httd fo«^ 
ikA£ for i^ftorifig the ancient oonfiitutioai of 
S^ed^n* Oharles, who had an eye iopoi^ dibo 
cmwn^ pepceivt^d the eoodaaidl df Sigiiinond 
wxyuldixifallibiy place it fdo«i wildosn bisireaeJi^ 
But it waj5 i>eoe]^at-y for h^m to hold in daiq 
mean tiioie a veoy 4t(iUoate aad 4:ai]tiotis jQQa«> 
d»a: •••-: -^ 

The cathdlic party in Sweden, tto/Wcvef 
dimiriifhed, was not yet extinS. Si^fiht»d 
had ftill no inconfiderable number tif adhe- 
rents diere ; and what rendered ^hfni "trnM 
foiiniidable; was an army of 'Poles, wbic^ liu 
ctmld at anytime introduce into tfbe^^eartirf 
the k'mgdtim; ■ - 

The refi^ence of ,Sigifmorid ip Poland lipw- 

eyer gat^e Charles ^reat advjnta^e^,* vvhich 
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this wife prince did not fail to improve. It 
furniihed him with an opportunity of paying 
his court to the ftates, . and of flattering the 
pride of, the fenate. By the former, he was 
coniidered as the guardian of the proteftant 
religion; &nd he wrought upon the latter^ 
by making an agreement with them never to 
engage in any enterprize without having firft 
confulted them and obtained their confent. 

On the other hand, Sigifmond, in order to 
defeat the fchemes of his uncle, purfued, as 
nearly as his fituation would permit, the fame 
policy. He accordingly endeavoured to create 
a mrfiinderftanding between the fenate and 
the duke; and having in fome degree fuc- 
ceeded, he took the firfl; opportunity to de- 
volve the whole adminiftration of affairs up* 
on the former, totally excluding the latter 
from,any (hare in it, although he had been 
appointed regent by the ftates. Sigifmond 
rightly judged that the moft effedlual method 
to gain the fenators, was to inveft them with 
power. And however dangerous it might 
prove to his own authority to entruft too 
much of it in their hands, he was compelled 
to adopt this meafure as the OAly one by 
which he could counterad with any profped 
of fuccefs jthe intrigues of his uncle. It is 

obvious 
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obvious that this fituation of things put it 
amply in the power of the Swedes to recover: 
all their ancient rights and privileges. The. 
fiates and fenate, from having been reduced 
to a degree of infignificancy that rendered, 
them little more than ah echo to thp "royal 
will, found themfelves on a fudden ib circum- 
fianced as to be able to make their own terms 
between two contending princes; either of 
which with their confent would be ftcure in 
the throne, whilft neither could be fo with- 
out it. But we do not ftnd that they made a 
proper ufe of an opportunity fo favourable 
to the recovery of their liberties. Unfortu- 
nately the fenate was too fond of power, 
and the ftates were too jealous of the fenate, 
to admit of their uniting together for the 
purpofe of maintaining their freedom. Ac- 
cordingly, when the bigotted Sigifmond was 
dethroned, and the crown was at length 
placed on the head of Charles, though the 
Swedes had without doubt a right to impofe 
what conditions they pleafed upon a prince 
who was raifed to the throne by their free 
choice, yet they by no means provided againft 
further encroachments of the royal authority, 
as effedually as upon fuch an occafion they 
might have done. 

L 2 Charles 
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Chttles litfWefver ib«d hWg bten wbtuAomeA 
tt) wake the ifeafe of tire Batwn the rule of 
his t:andQdi «hd more anxiows !perh«|)i tb 
ibonr^ the xT6\tn& ito his ^n, tium &<Kn Ynt 
<mn Sfafee, mo extead il&e jfcgal powor fecyond 
thofe limits tirithin ^/rfaich he had hitofelf cn- 
deavonted to b6i£Be it, tbrinsg the reign of 
his inkmediate ^iwdeoefibra, he goveraed in a 
ihanndr tbst ieft his foib^efiks a greater ^fhafse 
of kberty lAaia they li^ )hHd Idie prudent^ 
to provide #r themfelves. 

fhcis (Smfirmed in the fbudte that reliA 
fbi- pbW6f, 'which the chief admlniftratioh cif 
affkiYs in theabfence of the king dtiring the 
httt ytigtt, mtitt cettainly have given thein j 
ahdthiongh they had tiot fttfficiently guarded 
agidrift ah Ulfetraiy cofidud in fntiire in6- 
natchs, tfrey -Wete renciefed by this lefs h"kely 
to fabttdt to fudh a condti(a. 

The generous and noble nature of Gufta- 
vus Adolphus the fon of Charles the IXtb, ie- 
cured to his ¥ubje£ls the full enjoyment of 
whatever rights and privileges they poiTefled 
on his coming to the crown. The great a.C- 
ferter of the liberties of Germany would 
fcarcely have aimed at defpotifm at home. 
This excellent prince, wh6 united eve^y fo- 

cial 
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cial virtue to 9U the mots bi-illMnt (jv^Iitict 
which Qonftitute the hero ; whofe pdfioa for 
glpry, gre»t 9s it w»s, (Jid wtjt expeei hU pi- 
ty; whoie ju4g(ne»|! oquaU^d his braycry} 
*p4 who m both furp^ffqd the |3Qne»lity of 
jAMt^nci, 9& ipv^h 9a he e^eed«d the^v ia 
wnk : he» I f^jr, onjjr dcfirjpi;? tp reign i;i. the 
hearty <?>f the peopjie^ w<w ^tisfied witb the 
piqwex he derived from their affejSl^oJis, awJ 
never once ehecfced that returoiog fpirit of 
freedoiu, whieh, pirevious to the depoiitioa of 
Sigifmopd, ha4 hegvn to make its ^ppear^nee 
in SwedjQDu 

The thirty years, wac howevoTt ecoiequeot 
«tpon Guihivu6's inva^oa cf the empire* had 
a itroag tendency to coiutteraA the efie^s of 
ti)Js fpirit. The paifion iec military fai^, 
which animated their mailer, caught hoI4 of 
the nation. This paflioiQ h cef t^lnty by ^ 
meam. faYOutable to liberty, whe» the b^Uc 
-of a peopile ai% under ita infiu^ce^ b^t it be- 
comes yery much the reverfe when a nwi- 
nacch is bimfelf the l^der of his troop*. 
Msn are too «pt to loie fight <jf libierty iq the 
fubcardinatioo and difciplif)^ of an army. 
The defpotifm, which io ail pai^? reipe(aing 
the duties of a foldier, muft neceffarily reign 
there, gives them a haWt of paying that ibrt 
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of obedience to perfons, which free men think 
only due to the laws.. Accuftomcd to follow 
implicitly the orders of the general, they arc 
eafily brought to pay the fame deference to 
the commands of the king- To obey him in 
one capacity and not in another, is a diftinc- 
tion perhaps too nice for a foldicr. It will 
readily be conceived then what efFeS fo long 
a war as that commenced by Guftavus in Gcr^ 
many, and afterwards carried on by his fuc- 
ceffor, muft have had upon thofe who had 
fpent the major part of their lives in it. An 
effeft which muft have been very general, as 
the Swedifh nobles at that time difdained to 
follow any other profeffion than that of 
arms j and as they were ail emulous of fhar- 
ing the glory as well as dangers of fnch a ge- 
neral as Guftavus, it may be prefumed that 
few of them remained idle fpedators of the 
exploits of their fovereigns. The whole na- 
tion too, charmed and aftonifhed at the fuc* 
cefs which attended this prince, and their 
pride highly gratified to find they had of a 
fudden burft from obfcurity to hold a moft 
diftinguiftied rank in the eyes of Europe, 
were too much dazzled by the Inftre of thofe 
vidorics which placed them in fo elevated a 
point of view, to give that attention to the 

more 
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more folid advantage of eftablifhing their con- 
ilitution ii^ the manner which the death of 
Guflavus and the infant age of his fucceiTor, 
afterwards afforded them an opportunity of 
doing. Oxenftierne indeed prefented to the 
diet, affembled on that occafion, a form of 
government faid to have been projected by 
Guftavus^ which was approved of, accepted, 
and ratified by the ftates. But from the 
time the fenate had acquired that confer 
quence, which their adJing as arbiters be- 
tween Sigifmond and Charles had procured 
them, the objeft of every effort nominally 
made in favour of liberty by the leading men 
in Sweden, was in fad to eftablifti an ariftor 
cratic power, equally at the expence of the 
royal authority and of the rights of the flates. 
Had Guftavus lived to carry into execution 
himfclf the above-mentioned form of govern- 
ment, he would probably have fo framed it as 
that it (hould have curbed the ariftocratic fpirit 
of the nobles, by confining the power of the 
fenate within fuch limits that it would no 
longer have given umbrage to the inferior 
orders of the ftate. But when the framing 
of this form of government by which the 
boiindaries of the authority of the fenate 
were to be afcertained, fell to the Idt of the 
very perfons who were themfelves to poffefs 

that 
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to Ito etpe^d fhrt t^ (ho\M a<lapt ai fioifr^ 

Accdi-dfhgly dite Article itt thif fdrm tiT^^ct^ 
Vt^triitient, fUffidetktfy rivitictt! that the crtr- 
jea 6f tbofe who hid pkiitfccl ft, Wai rathef 
td Ifetftite |x)wcr td themftlvcsr than ptt ii^ 
h&tif ib their country. Th* article aHtrdfed 
td, vWS that which tfepri1*d the ftatw 6f thtt 
tight of frammg or propofing any law, or of 
t^jbatirtg lipott any mattet" that was not fitft 
iSdififtmtiaicatefd to thciti in Wrfting by the 
ItFftg c* regency. N6W this regcrlalkwi dlec- 
taally tdOk thbfc wh6 had the adttoinlftraf ion 
ctf piafeKc alTafrs frtrrtl nttder the controul of 
th* flate^ ; which was pttrhftps the very de-** 
figii of it, fince they who devjfbd it Were to 
be r*genfe during a long minority. 

The power of the Senate created ho dif- 
content among the nobles, out of whofe or- 
der the fchators were chofen ; but it was 
borne with fome degree of nnpatience by the 
other orders of the ftate. Hence a founda- 
tion was laid for thofe jealoufies and divifi- 
0ns between the nobility on the one hand, 
and the peafants and burghers on the other ; 
which ultimately brought flavery upon all, 
and which enabled ChrTftina to govern her 

miniHers 
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miiritlters witk xs miicb aiathoritf^ and to ex« 
ad as implicit a» otedience from fan people 
u i£ ihc had been the neioft abfolute monarch 
in Europe;^ 

We un W obferne Kkewife, that in the 
«)Uife of the twt> hft centuries, the temper 
attd «ftanncw of th*i lower <>fder of men a- 
Tnoag the Sw^«, had imdergone a total 
«:htii^. It has been Ibewn o^ a former oo- 
icti&on^ that the »jgn of Magnus Ladnius 
was the point of time in which this change 
was &v£t diibemible. Frosa that period^ if 
we eiccept the DadecarllanS) we ihall fcarcely 
find among the Swedi& peafantry, any traces 
of that fpirit of independence and lov^ of 
liberty by which they were once difiingui&^ 
ed^ and indeed from the period juft menti- 
oned, to the accefllon of Gufiavus Vafa, 
every occurrence in the Swedifti hiftory was 
particularly calculated to debafe the human 
mind, and deprefs every generous fentiment 
belonging to it. We fhall find them there- 
fore under Chriftina^ as henceYorward we 
ever fliall find them, a very different race of 
men from their anceftots. PSatient, laborious 
and fubmiffive, they will appear pofleffed of 
every quality an arbitrary monarch coufd 
m{h to meet with in his fubjeils, but def- 

titute 
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titute of thofe without which men neither 
can be free, nor defire to be fo*. 

A people like thefe could have feconded 
but ill any endeavours of their fuperiors to 
eftablifh real freedom ; much lefs could they 
be wrought upon to give their afCftance to 
meafures, which, without procuring one ad- 
vantage to themfelves, tended only to throw 
power into the handj^ of a few of thofe, who 
already lorded it over them with no fmall 
degree of infolence and pride. 

Accordingly, when the vain and capricious 
Chriftina, by taking the whimfical refolution 
of abdicating the throne, gave the chief men 
in Sweden a fair opportunity for carrying 
their defigns into execution, they were not 
able to fucceed. It appears from the reply 
made by this princefs to the ftates upon their 
endeavouring to dilTuade her from quitting 
the crown, that fhe fufpeded there were 

feme 

* Whitelock, who* was ambaflador in Sweden in the reign 
of Chriftina, (and whefe account of the Swedes, I have been 
aiTured by many Swedifh gentlemen well verfed in the hiftory 
of their country, is moft perfedUy juft and accurate) gives as 
one of the reafons of the fmall number of law-fuits which 
occurred there in his time ** That the boors and burghers, 
•* and men of mean condition, are in fo much flavery of their 
" lords and great men, that they hardly dare conteft with 
** them upon a matter of right or title, but fubmit to their 
** will.'' 
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fome projeds on Foot for new modelling the 
government at her death. But the nomina-* 
tion of Charles Guftavus to fuccecd Chrifti- 
na, a meafure taken fomc time before her 
abdication, put a total flop to thefe intrigues, 
and once more deprived the Swedes of an op- 
portunity of guarding againft futuredcfpotifnK 

Nothing occurs in the (hort reign of this 
prince with refped to any alteration in the 
conftitution. 

He exercifed as much authority as his im- 
mediate predeceffors had done, and received 
from his fubjefts the fame obedience. But 
his objed feemed to be rather to emulate the 
condudl of Guftavus by the boldnefs of his 
enterprizes and rapidity of his conquefis a- 
broad, than to endeavour to extend his pre- 
rogative at home. The death of this prince 
being followed by a minority which lafted 
near fixteen years, once more prefented a 
moft favourable jundure to the ftates for 
putting their government on a footing that 
might fecure them from the yoke of arbitrary 
power. Nothing however can furnifli a 
more ftrrking proof how totally incapable of 
liberty the Swedes muft have been, than their 
having had after the death of Guftavus Va- 
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fyf fuck frcq:uent opportunities c£ recovering 
it without having once taken any efFe^ual 
methods to iiicceed in the attempt* 

At the death of Charles indeed, the ftates 
fhewcd fome fpirit in their conduffc refpe^l* 
ing the regency as fettled in his will. They 
deprived dukp Adolphus, brother to Charles^ 
of the guardianfhip of his nephew the y<wng 
king, affigning as a reafon for fo doing, that 
the will which had appointed him to that oSce, 
had been drawn up without their knowledge. 
And that fuch diipofitions as related to the 
government of the kingdom were never va- 
lid unlcfs they had received the approbation 
of the ftates. 

Afterwards, when Charles JCL affumed the 
reifis of govemnBcnt, they exaded ^n oath 
from him, which ferves to (hew in what man^ 
»er the Swedes wiihed to be governed, how- 
ever little they underflood the n^ans of li- 
jmtmg their monarch to the degree they de- 
fired ; or however deficient they might have 
been in the fpirit with which the^ (hould 
have oppofcd him, wbctiever he attempted to 
exceed fuch limits* The oath was to the fol- 
lowing purport : 

^*— We 
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<« .^We (hall equdrly hold and ohfenie 
^' whatever the law of Sweden requires of 
" lis with regard to the ftates in geAeml^and 
^^ m particular, in the iame maimer as we 
" (hall condnd ourielves towards tdl ow fiab^ 
^ ije<3si, as well as each ifidmdual^ for their 
** »right^, privileges, and property diily at>- 
" quired, beiAg willing to give ^as far «s db- 
^' ;pends ii!p6a tis fatisfadbion to the Iciogti^m 
*' -^and in cafe it diould be secefra^r^ .t» 
" make any bhanges in whit udiatcs to the 
^' defence, fafety, ad-vancemont, and wmts 
** of the kif3rgdom, we wiH in thefc 'cafias rd«> 
^^ nbthing, nor {vffot any thing to be datxs 
" without the advice of the fenate, oi; with*- 
" out the knowledge and concurrenge of -the 
'' flates/' 

Ofteiwould ^ba^dly have itn^i^ tfwt 
within two years after Charles the iKlth had 
given this affki'tance to his fubjeSu, /be ifhdTRlli 
have become the moft abiyute prince ijbMt 
bad ever fwayed tfbe Swedifla throne. 

Thofe jeeAovffits 'and tfivifiofts*w^i6h fttu 
fifted hetween thenofcle? andllhe'dther^wfl^ra' 
of the ftate, -d^fing the reign d£ Ohriftind/ 
having been fomented -by *tTiat 'Prtnedfe, wt*re 
in no fhapc (fecreafed 'in Ihe .minority ^af 

Charles. 
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Charles. The intrigues, perhaps the money 
of France, had prevailed with the regency to 
involve the kingdom in an expenfive and 
fruitlefs war. The taxes which, in coftfe- 
quence of this, the king found it neceffary to 
impofe when he took the adminiftration of 
affairs into his own hands, proved a fource of 
difpntes among his fubjedls, which were pro- 
dudive of an event nearly fimilar to that 
which happened in Denmark a few years be- 
fore; when the clergy and burghers, out of 
hatred to the nobility^ united to furrender in- 
to the hands of the king their own rights, in 
order that the nobles might be deprived of 
theirs. 

The Swedifh nobles bore little or no pro- 
portion of the weight of thofe burdens, which 
fat heavy on the burghers and peafan*^ The 
paying of no taxes they confidered as one 
of the privileges annexed to their order. A 
difiindion that exempted thofe from contri- 
buting towards the exigencies of the ftate, 
who were beft enabled to do fo, was in its 
own nature odious, as well as highly unjuft; 
^ but more particularly fo, when the burden of 
taxes became fo heavy, that the reft of the ' 
nation could no longer fupport it. 

According 
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According to the Swediibconftitution, what 
had been refolved by three of the orders, was, 
excepting in fome particular cafes, binding to 
the fourth ; however this laft might have re- 
fufed their affent to the meafures fo refolved 
upon^ and had the force of an a& of all the 
ftates. This put it in the power of any three 
of them, whert they thought proper to com- 
bine for that purpofe, to pafs ads highly in- 
jiSriotis to the interefts of the diffenting ftatc. 
It is true, that whatever was propofed rela- 
tive to the rights arid privileges of each par- 
ticular order, required the confent of all be- 
fore it could pafs into a law,- But it was ea- 
fy to avoid any dire£t attack iipbn an order 
confidered iri their legiflative capacity, and 
at the fame time to give a fatal blow to their 
interefts as members of fociety. Accordingly 
Charles procured a decree, that all the lands 
which had been difmemberedfrora the crown; 
iirice the year 1609, Ihould be rievanriexed to 
it. This wa;s a ftroke altogether aimed at the 
nobles, in whofe favour every grant of this 
nature bad been made, and by which many 
f them were reduced tt> the utmoft poverty 
and diftrefs. . 

But the inferior orders did not ftop here. 

The 
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The umbrage they had oonceived at the 
power which the Senate bad o£.hi^ ftfTimied^ 
nearly equalled the impatieoce with which 
the king had borne it ^THoy^ t;her6fore, con^ 
traded the authority of that fopdy wiihiit 
fuoh narrow limits, that at altpgetther ceafad 
to be any check upon the ^town* The re- 
ibliition of the flates upon thi^ tQCpaiion W9s 
worded fo ambiguoufly, tiM the king ieema 
to have been left entirely at lib^y, tp ^'- 
vern eidaer with or without the advice <if the 
fenate. It is i[iat hard to judge which waa 
the moft agreeable to fiAch a ^4nce aaCharkia 
the Xlth. And finally, as if wholly regard- 
left of thei^r own fate, provaded they could 
gr^ify their afaimoiity againfl:.the nohlee, tine 
inferior ordexs came to the fbUowinjg extjcapr- 
dhiarydecifion: 

* '^^ The ilates haire idoDided, that all the 
^ ibnds <i£ govcnmnent, unritHzt tfaeir ad4iCio06f 
'< jfhouki i» longer be confidered as ))ptin^g 
^ to liife kisBgi^ irat that .bcougbt to ^be nt !> 
" terty to change them aQCpi»dA?ig.t<?hipfi0Pd 
" wiU and pleafuiie, Aodfcbatit ivriH^^pfowd 
" ;iaECceflkry -for the wt]^h6\9gi^ ^theJkingi- 
" dom, that he fhould be bound >yiB»f<ww 
*' of ^ovornijientp but only by the laws and 

" ftatutes 

• A. D. x68o. 
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** ftatutes of Sweden; aftd that !f Tie governs 
" his kingdom with theeonfent of hrt fenate, 
^ it is to be interpreted only as depending 
" upon his good and jnft difcernment. So 
'^ that his majefty^j as a king vetted with fu- 
" preme power to govern his kingdom ac- 
** cording to the laws and ftatutes, as his own 
'* inheritance which God has given him, is 
" rcfponfible for his a£lions to God alone/* 

What did not a nation deferve to fufFer 
frpm tyranny, who were thus capable of for^ 
ing their own chains, and of eftablilhing def- 
.potifm by law ? 

The two fovereigns of the north were now 
become, from having been the moft limited, 
the moft abfolute mxxiarchs in Eufope. But 
the means by which they arrived at their 
power^ although produQive of the fame ef- 
ifedls, were the very reverfe of thofc which 
had ferved to augment the authority of 
princes in other countries. In each of thefe 
it was the monarchs who endeavoured to raifc 
the people in order to balance the power of 
the nobles : in Sweden and Denmarl^ it wajs 
the people who endeavoured to fink the 23»- 
bles to a level with themfdves. The cqaii?-. 
quence was, that in the former, the people as 

M well 
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well as the crown, were benefited by what 
the nobles loft 5 whereas in the latter, the 
crown alojie was a gainer, and the fituatioa 
of the people continued the fame. 

This accounts for a greater degree of def- 
potifm having prevailed at various times in 
the northern kingdoms, than in the more 
fouthern countries. 

As in Sweden, the objed of the burghers 
and peafants had been to lower the nobles, 
fo that of Charles the Xlth fcemed to be to 
deprefs the whole nation. 

Not content with being the abfolute mas- 
ter of their liberties, he appears to have con- 
iidered himfelf as poffeffed of the fame power 
over their property. By his injuftice and rapa- 
city half the individuals rn his kingdom were 
introlved in ruin. He liquidated, indeed, the 
public debts, and at his death left a treafury 
well replenifhed to his fucceflbr j but it was 
by means equally repugnant to honour and 
humanity. Refiftance on the part of his fub- 
jeds, was however vain. The fpirit of the 
nation was broke; defpotifm was firmly efta- 
blifhed ; and Charles the Xllth fucceeded to a 
crown in the poflTeffion of all that abfolute 

power 



( i63 ) 

power which was fo confonant to hi§ difpo-i 
fition. 

The reign of this prince and the calamities 
he brought upon his country are well known. 
A prince, whofe ambition was madnefs; 
whofe courage was ferocity ; and whofe chief 
claim to the admiration in which mankind 
feemed to have held him, was derived from 
the fingularity of his make, from his being 
totally deftitute of all thofe feelings, which 
are the parents of every focial virtue. 

The Swedes had certainly little chance of 
recovering under this iron-hearted monarch, 
any of thofe rights and privileges of which 
they had made a voluntary facrifice to his fa- 
ther. Neither would they probably have 
ever regained a fhadow of freedom, had not, 
at a very particular jundure, a lucky ball 
freed them from the fhackles in which they 
were held by this extraordinary man* This 
event took place at a time that the greateft 
difcontent pervaded the nation j that all di- 
vrfions among them were at an end 5 that 
fadion had been filcnced by that ftill greater 
evil defpotifm ; that all orders of men, for- 
getting their jealoufies and animofitics, con- 
curred in one wifh, to fee their cquntry ex- 

M 2 tricated 
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tricated hota the miferies to which k had 
been for fome time expoled ; and, which was 
the moft important point of all, at a jundore 
when there was no immediate heir to the 
crown, and confequently they were left at 
liberty to new model their governments 
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PART II. 



SECTION I. 

Containing tbefiate of Svoeden at the dwtb qf 
Charles KH ; and an auwnt of the form of 
government eft ablijbei^ there fqon after that 
event. 

1 N the two preceding feftions I have en- 
deavoured to give fuch a flcetch of the Swe- 
difh hifiory, and fuch a view of the national 
charader, genius, and manners of the Swedes, 
as were requifite to enable the reader to judge 
how far they may hitherto have been juftly 
denominated a free people, as well as how far 
they were in reality capable of being fo. 

I (hall now proceed to give an account of 
the form of government eftabliftied in Swe- 
den upon the death of Gh^les Xlltb^ by 
which the moft abfolute monarchy in Eu- 
rope, was of a fudden rendered the moft li- 
mited; as likewife to Jay open the caufes 
which facilitated the accompUftiment of fo 
great a change. 

M 3 Nothing 
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Nothing could be more deplorable than the 
ftatc to which the wild ambition and inflex- 
ible temper of Charles the Xllth had reduced 
this country. She had loft her beft provinces, 
thofe fituatcd fouth of the Baltic, together 
with the majot part of Finland. Her com- 
merce had been annihilated, her armies and 
fleet deftroyed, and equally drained of men 
and money 5 fhe had been rendered incapable 
of maintaining the wars which Charles had 
obftinately perfifted in renewing, unlefs fuch 
expedients were made ufe, as only the fertile 
genius of a Goertz cQuld have devifed, or 
which the callous heart of a Charles the Xllth 
could alone have confented to employ. Every 
fpecies of opprelfion, every king of extortion 
that cruel ingenuity could conceive, or def- 
potic power carry into execution, wereprac- 
tifed on the Swedes, to enable a mad man to 
purfue fantaftic fchemes, ufelcfs to his coun- 
try (houM they fucceed, but certain to entail 
deftru'dlion on it fliould they fail. It were 
cndlefs to enter into a detail of thcfe j it is 
fufEcient . to obferve, that notwithftanding 
his fubjefls foolifhly admired in Charles thofe 
very qualities which were the fource of all 
their miferies, yet their patience was well 
nigh exhaufted, when the death of this mo^ 

narch 
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narch left them no farther occafidd to ^xer- 
cife it. The execution of the unfortunate 
Goertz, who paid the forfeit of his life only 
for having ferved his mafter too faithfully, 
fufficiently proves the latent reientn^ent and 
difcontents of the people during the preced- 
ing reign ; although, awed into fubmiffion, 
they had been compelled to fupprefe them. 

Thefe difcontents were not confined to 
any particular order of men in the flatej 
they pervaded the whole nation. The no- 
bles and clergy, burghers and peafants, had 
all fufFercd alike under one common ty- 
ranny. Wearied out with foreign wars, 
and indeed hardly able to defend them- 
felves at home, they now fought only fe- 
curity and peace. But as they owed their 
misfortunes to the unlimited power with 
w^ich their two lafl mbnarchs had been 
ij^ veiled J they were convinced, that to ob- 
tain either of thefe ends, they muft no longer 
fuffer fuch a power to continue in the crown. 
They had experienced to their utmoft height 
all the horrors ofdefpotifm, and had had full 
leifure to lament their folly, in having im- 
pofed upon themfelves that yoke by which 
they were afterwards fo much galled. 

The 



( .168 ) 

TTJie feftfttebad b^eii |a«ghft a lefiba of jtno^ 
4ej?a>(;iiQn, J>!e}J)riv^ of ^U tfacir authority by 
Clwrfefr the XIth> ajad by Charley the Xlltk of 
the few privileges which had eicaped the 
grafping policy pf his fathof ; they were pcr- 
fiiaded that their bell fecurity for the prefer* 
vatiou of their own rights^ was, that theAates 
Ihoujd be maintained in the full pofTeffioa of 
theirs. The ftates, on the other hand, cured 
of their jealoufies of the fenate, perceived 
how much miftaken they had been in hum- 
bling that body to fuch a degree, as to have 
tendered it no longer a check upon the crown. 

Thus circumftanced, thus difpofed, the 
Swedes like wife found themfelves at liberty 
to recur to their ar^cient . mode of eleding 
their fovereign. One advantage had refult- 
ed to his fubjeds from the favage temper of 
Charles the Xllth : incapable of every ten- 
der fentiment, this prince had never fliewa 
any inclination to matrimony, and confer 
quently left no fon behind him to inherit a 
defpotifm, whkh in that cafe, would proba- 
bly have been rendered perpetual. Upon 
the death of Charles, the fenate refolved to 
place his fifter Ulrika Eleanora, confort to 
the prince of Hefle, upon the throne ; but 

they 
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thqr likewife determined that it fliould only 
be in confequence of the free election of the 
iiates, and upon the conditions tbefe fhould 
think proper to iropofe. 

They fcemed however to think it neceffa- 
ry previoufly to invalidate all claim to the 
crown, which this princcfs might conceive fhe 
poffefTed on the fcore of hereditary right 
Bnt they appear purpofely to have gone out 
of their way in fearch of an objedion to any 
fuch claim on her part, whilft the moft obvi- 
ous one that could be, naturally prefented 
itfelf to them. Ulrika was the youngeft of 
Charles's lifters; confequently the right of 
fucceeding to the crown upon the demife of 
that prince, if lodged any where, muft have 
been in his eldcft fifter ; or in cafe fhe had 
not furvivcd him, in her offspring. The 
ftatcs however did not chufe to make ufe of 
an argument with regard to Ulrika's title to 
the crown, which would have been acknow- 
ledging a good title to it in another- They 
wifely judged, that a prince, in whom they 
fhould either admit, or who had himfelf any 
grounds to conceive he was poffefTed of an 
hereditary right to the crown, (as might pro- 
bably have been the cafe with the duke of 
Holftein, fon of the elder fitter of Charles) 

would 
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would be too apt to imagine he had likewife 
an hereditary right to all the authority en- 
joyed by his predeceffors. They were there- 
fore determined that the grounds upon which 
they judged Ulrika devoid of any title of this 
fort, fhould no wife relate to the objeftion 
that might be ftarted againft her, with re- 
gard to her being the youngeft of the remain- 
ing branches of the royal family. They af- 
fcrted that the laws relating to the heredita- 
ry right of females to fuccecd to the crown, 
exprefly declare, that a princefs, in order to 
be capable of fo fucceeding ought to be un- 
married *, and therefore as Ulrika was mar- 
ried, fhe, on that account, had forfeited all 
pretenfions to the fucceffion. 

Any title whatever to the crown being 
therefore denied her, Ulrika could have no 
pretext to objed to the conditions upon 
which the Swedes might offer to eled her 
their fovereign. Accordingly, fhe implicitly 
followed in all things the advice of the fe- 
nlte, and confented to whatever changes in 
the conflitution they thought proper to pro- 
pofe. 

Before the diet could be afTembled, fhe 
publifhed a declaration, whereby fhe re- 
nounced 

• Reces dcs Etats, 
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nounced in her own name and in that of her 
pofterity, all abfolute power, or what the 
Swedes call fovereignty; as well as every 
prerogative hitherto poffeffcd by the crown, 
which was not confiftent with the liberties of 
the nation. 

On the meeting of the ftates, their firft 
declaration was, that they had voluntarily 
affcmbled themfclves to eleft a fucceffor to 
the vacant throne. And they even exaded 
a written affurance from Ulrika, by which (he 
declared (he was willing to hold the crown 
in virtue of a free eledion, and diiclaimed all 
other title to it whatfoeven They then thank- 
ed her majefty, '* For having teftified in her 
*' preceding declaration fo juft and reafon- 
" able an averfion towards an abfolute or ar- 
" bitrary power j the confcquences of which 
" (added they) have greatly weakened and 
" much injured the kingdom, to the alraoft 
" irreparable ruin of us all in general. So 
" that we, the counfellors and dates of the 
, •' kingdom affembled, having had this fad ex- 
•* perience, have ferioufly and unanimoufly 
*' rcfolved to abolifh entirely an arbitrary 
" power which has proved fo prejudicial *." 

But however ferioufly and unanimoufly 
they might have come to the foregoing refo- 

lution, 

* Rcces des Etatt. 2719, 
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lution, it was by no means' an eafy tafk that 
they had impofed upon themfelves. To tie 
up the hands of a foveieign who was to re- 
ceive the crown from them upon their own 
terms, appeared indeed no difiicult under- 
taking; but in order entirely to abolifh ar- 
bitrary power, fimple conventions with the 
prince would fcarcely have been found fuffi- 
cient. It was requifite for thispurpofe that 
they fhould totally new model their govern- 
ment. It was neceffary they ihould frame a 
conftitution, the objed of which was to be 
the immediate reftoration of liberty to a peo- 
ple, who had been long accuftomed to a fla- 
vifli fubmiflion. Independent then of the 
difficulty of framing fuch a conftitution, 
which muft have required talents, experience, 
and a depth of knowledge in thofe, who on 
this occafion, took upon themfelves the of- 
fice of legiflatgrs, of which few men are 
poffeffed ; it muft alfo have been a point of 
no lefs difficulty, to have eftablilhed fuch a 
conllitution, when framed, upon any folid 
foundation. 

Liberty is not a plant of fudden growth ^ 
time only can give it vigour. It will not 
take root, but in a foil congenial to it ; and, 
to be rendered flouriihing or lafting, it muft 

be 
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be cultivated with care, and defended with 
unremitting attention from the dangers 
which perpetually furround it. But how 
to diefend, and how to cultivate it, are points 
which experience alone can teach mankind; 
and with which, they who have been accnf- 
tomed to live under an abfolute mtmarchy, 
can fcarcely have had an opportunity of be- 
coming acquainted. 

In vain, therefore, (hall a form of govern- 
Aient calculated to give liberty to a people, 
be eftabliflied among them, unlefs thefe are 
prepared to receive it. Emerging from fla- 
very, they can hardly be poffeffed of the 
freedom of fentiment, liberality of mind, 
and manly fpirit, which, perhaps, only a 
fenfe of independence can infpire, and which 
are all fo requiiitc to produce that confo- 
nance between the genius of a people, and 
the nature of a free government, witbcmt 
which fuch a government cannot lopg fubfift. 
Let us fee then how far the Swedes were pre- 
pared for liberty, at the time their late form 
of government was eftablifhed among thefm^ 
as well as how far that government was in 
reality calculated to render them free. 

It is to be remembered they fcad fo fre- 
quently worn the yoke of defpotifm, that its 

efFeds 
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effeds upon their tempers, notions, and man- 
ners^ rauft have been very confiderable. If 
they had feverely fufFered during the reigns of 
their two laft princes, this might, indeed, have 
infpired them with a dread of arbitrary pow- 
er; but it could not have communicated to 
them thofe qualities without which men are 
incapable of becoming free. 

The Swedilh peafantry no longer poffeffed 
that bold and independent fpirit which diftin- 
guifhed their anccftors : and as thefe had been 
often turbulent and licentious in the higheft 
degree, fo their pofterity, deprefTed by fervi- 
tude, had now funk into the contrary extreme 
of fervility and fubmiffion. 

The burghers, in the ruin of their commerce 
confequent upon the wars of Charles Xllth, 
had loft that influence and importance in the 
ftate, which it is fo requifite in a free confti- 
tution, that this order of men fhould poffefs. 

Many canfes have contributed to render 
the nobles poor, and confequently dependent. 

The cuflom of dividing the property of 
the father equally among the children, with- 
out any regard being paid to primogeniture; 
the frequent refumption of the crown lands ; 
and the redudion of eftates throughout the 

kingdom 
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kingdom by Charles theXItht; all thefe had 
concurred to reduce that body to a degree of 
poverty, which, together with their abfurd 
pride, that made them difdain any other pro- 
feflion than that of arms, certainly rendered 
them fitter to be the tools of an abfolutc 
prince, than the legiflators of a free country. 
Men trained only to a military life, will fcarce- 
ly imbibe principles of liberty in a camp.' 

But the circumftances which muft have 
proved on this occafion, as it ever had on all 
others, the chief obflacle to the eftablifhment 
of true liberty among the Swedes, was the di- 
vifion of the nation into thofe diftindt claffes 
which were totally unconneded with each 
other; and never aflbciated together. As in 
order to preferve a free conftitution, a certain 
degree of oppofition, to ufe the words of a 
moft ingenious foreign writer ||, (hould on 
the one hand take place between the different 
views and interefts of the fever al bodies that 
compofe it 5 fo likewife, on the other, it muft, 

in 

X When Charles the Xlth reAimed tliofe lands which were 
fuppofed to have formerly belonged to the crown, of which he 
himfelf was to be the judge, he fuffered the poffeffor to retain 
to the value of about feventy pounds per annum, but at the 
next aiTembly of the ftates, even this fmall pittance was forc- 
ed from the unfortunate proprietor and likcwife annexed to 
the crown. 

I Mr. de Lolme, p. 201. 
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in a great degree, owe its fafcty to a coojunc* 
tion of views and interefts in the body of the 
nation at large. 

As members of different branches of the 
kgiflatnre, each poffefEng diftind rights and 
privileges, thofe entrufled with power ought 
reciprocally to be a check and control upon 
each other 

As members of the fame fociety, pofTeffing, 
in fa£t, one common intereft in the general 
j^elfare of their country, a people cannot be 
too much united among themfelves*. 

But nothing tends fo much to prevent this 
union from taking place, as thofe diflind 
clafTes in fociety, which, without contjibut- 
ing to the good order of it, or the fupport of 
government, ferve chiefly to infpire one clafs 
of men with pride and infolence, and ano- 
ther with jealoufy and envy. 

No unneccffary diftin^ions fliould there- 
fore be admitted among a free people. Thofe 
only fhould be allowed, which are requifite 
to create a degree of oppofition between the 

views 

• This nowife relates to thofe party divifions which mull 
ever take place among a free people ; thefe arife from a difie* 
rence of opinion> not of interefts ; and confequently there is 
among fuch a people but one common objed, and the poiitt 
in difpute is only how that objedt is to be obtained. 
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views and interefh of the component parts 
of the legiflaturc ^. 

None fhould be fuffered to take place a- 
mong them merely for the purpofe of grati- 
fying the pride of individuals. " 

England is the only country in Europe 
where the diftinftion, for inftance^of noble 
and not noble, is carried no farthei: than the 
nature of the government requires it (hpuld j 
bccaufe there the nobility do not, a;fuch^ form 
a diftind clafs from the reft of the nation. 

As it is only the head of each noble fami* 
ly, who is there entitled to the honours .^d 
privileges of the peerage, it is not the n;ian 
who can count a Jong train of titled ances- 
tors, but the hereditary legiflator who is 
himfelf noble; \ • . / : * . 

. The younger branph^t pf thefe Ce^miliest, as 
they have no fh^r£ in the legiflaturei are, but 

,: , ■: ^ ' ''iSf/.-;. : J , f'iittle, 

• Thus if of tw:o of i\xt compooei^ iparts pf a itt^ ceaxftJtU:- 
tion, one is hereditary, and the other eleAive, this circum- 
ftance will naturilly produce an bppofition bet^^en tMeir int«- 
reds 4 wer« both ele^ive, or both h^reditatry, they mighjtumte 
for the purpK)fe of augmenting their common power at the ex- 
pence of the liberties ©f the nation ; but in the other cafe the 
hereditary legiflators will be. too fond of that diWndion tx> fuf- 
fer.the eledive to ufurp it, and for that reafon, the^btter 
ivill not join with the former, in order to acquire an^unconfti- 
tutional power; which, at a certain period, the reprefenta- 
tiye body know they Ihall be obliged to fuxfreiider, Vhilft the 
hereditary are to enjoy it to perpetuity. 
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little^ if> ^y -couptfefyi, at aH ^diftinguifeed 
from their fellow fubjeds.; with it^hohi <f heiy 
and their defceodante aiiiniilate, and ^are 
foon, if 1 ro^ fo e^rpfs inyfelf, melted down 
into ^hc general rmaft of the peqple. £[ence 
thefe become a fort of link between the no- 
bility and *thfe commoners j alinkl'hat, con* 
JieiSting. their iiitefeft?, prevents kit dmfion 
bcfwceh i^Hefetwb orders in their capacity oT 
irieiriber? bt ^iho fame fociety, and wTiich 
forms of l^h^t fociety a c6ritin\ied cliiih, 
no part of which cahlDe toucTied without af- 
fkfStog, l!fy^h>^Ini3ft *^)e3i[4cal ^mmittiica- 
tidh, all «hfe rt^. 

In 6i}itx countries, ^wlierfe 't'hofe who have 
bicen once eqoobled, flrahfmit the 'hdnoiits 
and privileges of nobility to all their ,pbfte- 
rity alike, there is no link to conncift the nd- 
bfctf'to «lfc ^iieft dfdite^itftie^^ oon- 

trary, ^ Rto is^dWh bfetivWen tbftrti \6 per* 
pdttfJtyj a line which^uts, as it were, the 
diaiti 0f fofcitfly in^w>, the *fiw ^ends Df 
-which appear rathe^ -to rcipel tlian attraia 
'-eadh cffhfer/* IT^etc^cdhfeqtiently, that con- 
tyam/Sd^m <^ iviews , and interefts cantiot take 
jilace inthfc natron «tki*ge, to which I have 
faid^afoeeieonftitutioia rouft, in a great dc- 

|a:ee, owe itsiafpiy. 

It 
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It miiA appear ibhco pce^ evident, fcom 
Yih^ has b^QQ novf^icigcdyXlfBtAhejiiviAosk 
of ^thje :S^Qdiifii natioQ, intp ihti^ three daf-* 
tiad idaiTcsxif nobUs^tbiuighcis, and peofaats^ 
M?iho£b inter^fb were perpetua% x:Ia&iag, 
was a circuiqfiance i>y no means i&vanca^ 
toJiherty. 

But this win be placed in a more ftrikia^ 
Kght, by taking a fummary view of their late 
form of government, as it was eftablifhed 
upon >the jdeath of iCharles iihe rilCIith, 

^his confifted of fifty-one articles, which 
tihe ftates prefented to Ulrika Eleanora, for 
her approbation. "Her majefty could not fait 
to approve of them, as the condition of her 
election was an ^entire acquiefcencean what<- 
ejver )t]ie diet thought ifit ^ocnad. J^fliail 
oniy ^cake 'notice, erf iudi of Oheipa as.werejder 
iigned/Lo.be:barners -ito4;he soyad ^pthority , 
or bulwarks ^of ;the dibeoties of vthe ^nal^oa* 

^he Hates were compofed, as formerly, of 
the four orders of the nobles, clergy; bui% 
ghers, and peafdiits. ' • * 

Thefe were to be ^iatffejmbled ^y^y three 

yearjs in- the |ni4dle of J^nuarjr, pr^ftfl^er^^^ 

tlje king, or (jn cjfe of ,^s abfe^^^^^ 

or dcceafe) the fenafe ^%nd it ^npcelSar^, to 

offivoke them. 

^^ N a But 
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But if the king or fenate (hould negled to 
aficmble them, at the end of three years, as 
the law required i or even fhould they not 
convoke: them on the very day the ftates had, 
the laft time they were affcmbled, chofen to 
appoint for their next meeting, thefe (hould 
then have a right to affemble of themfelves; 
9nd whatever the king or fenate fhould have 
done in the mean time, was to be confidered 
as void. 

The time fpecified for the duration of the 
diet was three months-, but as its members 
alone had the power of diffolving it, they 
confequently could continue fitting as long 
as they judged proper. 

While the ftates were affembled, they were, 
in fedt, pofTeiTed of the whole fupreme power. 
The authority of the king and fenate was 
then fufpended : they became mere cyphers, 
having little oi: no iharfe in the public tranf- 
adions, but what confided fimply in affixing 
their fcals and fignatures, to whatever the 
Diet fhould think proper to refblve, whether 
agreeable to them or not In fhort, the fiates 
were vefted with the fame powers, indepen- 
Sent of. the king and feha.te, that in England 
the twp houfes . of parliament ppfTefs only 
in^cohjunflion v/ith the king. 
, t ^ . . - ' The 
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The legiilative power they relerved at all 
times wholly to themfelves. The king and 
fenate having no fhare whatever in it, did 
not even poflefs a negative on thofe relblu- 
tions of the Diet, which diredly attacked the 
regal and fenatorial rights. For the prefer- 
vation of thefe, they were entirely to de- 
pend upon the moderation of a popular af^ 
fembly. The following powers were likewife 
veiled in the ftates alone. Thofe of declaring 
war, or making peace. That of altering the 
ftandard of the coin. Whenever a vacancy 
happened in the fenate, that of prefenting 
to the king three perfons, one of whom his 
majefly was bound to make choice of to fill 
the vacant office * ; fo that in. cafe of the 
death of a fenator in the interval between 
the Diets, no one could be appointed to fuc- 
ceed him till the next meeting of the ftates. 
And laftly, that of difmiffing any member of 
the fenate whofe conduct they difapproved 
of, or of allowing him, when he demanded 
it, permiffion to retire. 

The executive power during the fitting of 
the Diet, may be fald to have been, in a great 
mcafure, lodged in a certain number of per- 
fons Teleded from the three orders of the no- 

N 3 bles, 

* We fhall fee in the fequel how even this privilege, incon- 
fiderablc as it was, became abridged. 
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ntf^ iff tfte fefidte,- fiffi§» t%a»:- tl^ W8S ^ 

tiott dtfrhig Ch« int&Hai oi^ tfi§ di^s, iSA #^1 

iHtble dot dttly fo btf 6bii(l^6d bidt di^iBa !i^ 

tfieni; 9o XhM lidiatttlK^ IK^ i^ihifH^ 

Ift)we»t<»h^6fti» tefid^ !H ihii fen^^', it 

WOidd ifi tkftt edi^ k«V6 tj^eti edttijbdlle^ to' 

deftrtrf Itfblf. With rcfgard to ^M£ judicial 

pts^bii the ffetg§ atfunritid ta tTiftSifelf^ ;* 

r%lit ot fiteteifirig tKat ilfo, vfhfehcver tliey 

^dugtfl ^io^Vi by tiilin^ ,al jpIealUh; ckxxiii 

dtit tff the ordinary edbfts ©f jtiffk*, td ti^ 

ttfehi before a temjjoraty tnimliali ei-ej<9fed B^ 

tteKifttVeSi Ibd cbttipibfeJd of their own 

mfenibtfrsf. 

Notliing. 

•• TE6 fesSfdiag fe'tfet toMmittee wab tfidftia thfc flrit of Hkft 
at the diet, and continued all the time this lafted. 

I^e nutiii>er of w£lch this committee was to be com^fed, 
vk& ieft t6 th4 ot>tion of i?at:h afl'cMiblr, ^oVided it ^s &' cek- 
trived, that there fhould be two nobles to one of each of the 
other orders. 

t Th*« are three hfgh courts of juftice in Sweden : 6ne 
at Stcitkholm, one at Jonkoping, and one at Abo. According 
toi tK Srigiifil fdrm of govefhftent, no peribri could fefe tritaf 
by any 6t}^er coftrts than thefe, for mattbrs ^hiirh concerned 
his lifi^ oi; honour. But the ftates difpenfed when they ^leafed 
\i^"tfi5s 'artitlfe, not fln^ih^ thefe tfonttij ^t inftrutlitijtS Rft- 
pattjf to make ufe of. They had therefore fometimes recourie 
to the erecflipn of the temporary trihjunal, above-mentioned ; 

in 
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Nelhiiig-oovddbe mote fonnkkblo tkaathe 
fomer of tUfr court, or mont ivkvaxAvc of tif 
herty ; as^ in feaKt^ it united withki it&lf, at 
caKOt the kgiflatiw,^ judiei^l) aiuL execiitive 
pQiMr9f and as it was to <i^de pcioc^Mi% 
iii cafea of teoafonv vrhfit npder^ duaes>- 
traesdinaiy jvmfiiStix^jsL ;moil prapolicious 
w»y )ts biuiig gqn^allyi ^t the, iaju tkne 
both judge and^ pai^tj^^. ~ 

At the expiration of the diet, the execu- 
tive power was divided between the king and 
the fenate, in fuch a manner, that but a very 
fmall (hare of it feH to his majefiy. 

He was diftinguifhed fitom the fenators on- 
ly iii having two votes, with this privilege, 
that if aifter dividing upon a queftion, the 
numbers on both fide* fhpuld prove equal, 
the opinion the king had embraced*, was in 
that cafe to prevail. 

The 

In the fufit maaaer as in France, the miaiAers have at times 
appointed particular judges to try fiick men as they had re- 
vived to ruin. No Asiatic dei^ttfm eould exceed that which 
fttdi ^ court alight exercife^ 

* This court too took cognizance of all fuch publications 
as-the ruling powers thought proper to deem libels upon tl^e 
government,' and awarded the punifliment of the authors of 
thefe. 

The liberty of the prefs could fcaxcqly have fubfifted, where 
the offended party was to judge the offenqe, ^nd condemn tjie 
offender. 
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The peribns of the fcnators, as far as re- 
lated to tbc. duties of ::their funCtiotts, were 
held itivkdable; fo that- it: was no lefs a pe^*- 
nalty^xthan death, to any x>ne who fliould re-^ 
pioach.or charge ^a fenator with any thing 
defanaiatory refpeding the execution . of hisi 
office^ uolefs fuch perfon was able, to .make 
hia charge, good by legally proving it. (Crim. 
Liows of Sweden, ^th Chap. 2.) Or whoever 
faid or wrote any thin^ againft a fenator in 
hi^ public capacity, was to a£k pardon in pub- 
lic for his offence, as well as to be condemn- 
ed to pay a confiderable fine. 

The fenat^ was likewife poffeffed of fo 
confiderable an influence with refped to the 
difpofal of all employments beneath the rank 
of a fenator, that they were in fad, in a great 
meafure, f jiabled to appoint whom they 
pleafed to every vacant office * ; and finally, 

what 

* All employments, from a colonel to a field-marfhal inclu* 
fively, and fuch as were of the fame rank in civil departments, 
were difpofed of in the following manner. The fenators 
pitched upon three perfons, whom they prefented to the king, 
he being obliged to make choice of one of them, although all 
three might be equally obpoxious to biiPf 

WJth regard to inferior employments, the different colleges 
(that being thd name giyen to public offices in Sweden) to 
which they belonged, prefented what they called a propofition 
to the king, in prefence of two fenators, which propofition 
contained the names of three perfons, for his majefty to make 
choice of one of them, to fill any vacancy that fhould have 
J^appened in a civil department : but if the vacant employ- 



( i8s ) 

what rendered them almoft wholly indepen* 
dent of the king, was, that they could afTem- 
ble themfelves whenever they thought pro- 
per, without having received any orders for 
that purpofe from his majefty; and even 
without his being prefent, they could pro- 
ceed to tranfa£l the mod important bufinefs 
of the nation. 

They read, without confulting him, all dif- 
patches from foreign minifters ; in (hort, left 
him nothing to do but to (ign orders given 
without his confent 

If fuch was the power of the Hates, and 
fuch the authority of the fenate, it is obvious, 
no very confiderable degree of either could 
have remained^ in the hands of the king. 

. In reality he could not be confidered as a 
fovereign himfelf, but only the reprefentativc 
of the majefty of the ftates ; and a reprefenta- 
tive too fo limited by his conftituents, as to 
poffefs no will of his own 5 or rather he ap- 
peared to be nothing more than a ftate-pup- 
pet, who upon fome gaudy days, was deco- 
rated 

nient was in the military line, then the college- of war (War- 
ofiice) prefented only one perfon, and the fenate another ; one 
of which two the king was obliged to appoint to it. Some of 
the higheft and moft confidential employments of the (late, 
were exempted from tjiofe regulations, and beftowed in the fc- 
jjate^ according to the majority of votes. 
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latcd with thie trappings of royaJty to impofe 
ttpon the people;^ and mske them imagioe 
they had a king. 

We have fccnthat he was allowed no fharc 
fii the Icgifkture, not having a negative upon 
the pfopofitions of the ftates". He was con- 
feqnently dcftitnte of any means of pfeferv- 
ing entire, the few prerogatives he found an- 
nexed to his crown. 

He conM neither levy troops, equip fieets, 
or build fortreffes without the confent of the 
diet. He therefore could neither make war 
or peace^ form treaties or aUiaaces of his own 
authority. He was dependent upon the af- 
fembly of the fiaies, for the revenues necef- 
fary to fupport his ordinary cxperices ; which 
were granted him with fo fparing a hand, 
that there certainly was never any fuperflui- 
ty in his finance, to .enable him to make up 
in influences what he wanted in power. The 
flates had taken as efFe£tual precautions a- 
gainft the crown's obtaining the one, as it had 
to prevent its polTeffing the other. Wc have 
feen that the king was not allowed the un- 
retrained difpofal of even the moJft jnfignifi- 
cant employments. Nay, the very fervants 
of his bou^ld became independent of him ,; 

and 



( *^ ) 

atfd at bUt ^M&ht GoiilA tidt diibbarge ft do- 
irOtHS f/hd^ §t6^U b«iVe &tkfided hirti. 

fhus was tte po^er o^ £liat crown re- 
trenchsl, wfeicK Bad bedri l*o lately worn by 
OMd^^iC Xlttfi. The fe^ pt etogitire* that 
r«batfft«tf t6 th6 kJi% tvete fimply thdfe : 

I ft. The office of kipg was hereditary, 
wBl^h "vi^ass fiot thi^ cafe With any othtfr office 
ifi ^Wediiri. 

2^y, The' attribute 6f f^Vfireignty or pre- 
eminence, with the outward {xjmp and deco- 
rat4<»ls of mftje&y. 

^dly. His perfbit was fatrcd, fo that whd- 
e^r fp6k6 ttr wrote concbrning the king, 
without due refped to him, was liable to be 
puniihed with the bfs of life. 

4tMy, Iffe WAS to be the aniy Vifiblfc fotirce 
of hbticwri} that i*-, h6 only c6uld cfcate 
(jbutttS ind barbJis, ot introduce trew mem^- 
btts iAib tii« fcoiift of ddfeles J but he was 
iiitifeh letli-hSfed ill Ihe t^rtllfb of this right, 
by tftte bf ih6 m.idk^ 6f tin fot-rti of goviern- 
mbtit. 

5th!y, He ofity CdiSM p^rdbn aitef fentehce 
had been patfed upon a criminal. The Se- 
nate was however authoriled, to diffuade the 
king from exeircifing this bfagach of his pre- 
rogative 
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rogative, when they judged it would be im* 
proper ; and the being fo authorifcd, amount- 
ed to their having a negative upon the refo- 
lutions of his majefty on fuch occaiions. 

6thly, and laftly, The king, as has been 
alrdady obferved, was allowed two voices in 
the fcnate. 

Such was the form of government cftablifh- 
cd in Sweden, when Ulrika Eleonora fucccded 
her brother Charles the Xllth, in the throne 
of that country. 

It is obvious, that the grand objed of thofe 
Swedes who framed it, was to guard againft 
all poffibility of their monarchs ever .again 
becoming abfolule. 

The retrenching of the regal power feems 
alone to have occupied their thoughts 5 and 
blinded by what they had fuffercd from the. 
defpotifm of the two laft reigns, they not only 
did not perceive that liberty may be liable to 
dangers from other quartersv nearly equal to 
thofe fhe has to apprehend from the ufurpa- 
tions of the royal authority; but they forgot, 
that when a prince finds himfelf galled by the 
ihackles impofed upon him, he may become 
defperate, and in order to free himfelf, have 
recourfe to the moft f^tal extremities. 

Having 
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Having fcen monarchy of late only under 
Its moft frightful afped, that of defpotifm, 
they would probably have wholly abolilhed 
it, but that the bulk of the nation were ftill 
prejudiced in its favour. If for this reafon 
"they retained the kingly office, they feem to 
have treated it as men would fonie fierce arid 
dangerous animal, which they did not wifh to 
deftroy, but were refolved to fecufe, by load- 
ing it with chains. 

But was this form of government, from an- 
nihilating the regal power whilft it retainAd 
the office, the better calculated to give liberty 
to the nation? Was it in any refped fuited 
to promote an end fo defirable, and fo hard 
to be obtained ? Was it adapted to the ge- 
nius, difpofition and circumftances of the na- 
tion? Or were the Swedes capable, at any 
rate, of reducing it to pra6lice.? 

Thefe queftions ihuft I believe all be an- 
fwered in the negative. 

"The reader cannot but havepefceiyed there 
were defeds interwoven in the very texture 
of this government, which indicated froniithe 
beginning, where it muft fail; ^Thefe, in a 
rtiort time, infeding the whole mafs of the 
conftitution, before any political principles, 

confonant 
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fion^naot to the new fitHatian m yijj^ob they 
fi»uQ4 tl^mfeives, covUsl ppflSWy feftve (fit$.hi 
9mfmg iCihe peiQple^ difojofe^ to ith.e fvi^iP 
Tipwjftich ifoenes of eorxupti^n. i3^(lie»j&PH8, 
9Qogiiic» i9n^ Anarchy* th»t th(J tniBbB h^ 
^«K^ tftftad .Ufewty, whf a .tihpy jbieg^a )tp 
Ipie £:«p«^ t& fi8 the dcifonds«s .^ ^m9f9^ 
«kf wJbiich ?the TiiQlesK« of «0At«tt^g ^^sB^i^, 

The principal and moft ^f ing defcd i« 

fci*Tfj(eiw»i3ght.Qpit$,4fl0n>«aiflp, ;wa« i» jtofi?^ 
wmt !fi>f j»U k»lft9fi9 «f it? ^rjs. jFpr^crvery 
^liftwoc-of .tih^ j5ic«fiU!iii^f power, (lepeoding 
v^n theJ^giOa'^ve, this.(;Qirid 9tsc<t&^ip it- 
lyf wb*t )»u!thj>rijiy ij pl.?«<ed. 

k -oonfequently -might wittc -ra -it^If be^ 
powers, and to-t^ein add-the jndidal 4fkewiib. 
This we have feen it -ajfkially -did in the cafe 
of fiiifJ^ing $h9fp dtefipoiG*^ iii^HftaJs )I ;hpve 
already taken notice of. F^rAsd^dPpep^h^ 
of fuph tribiB.nals.were.pp?Cc>ri^,fr][e^ed oi^t of, 
and.chof^ji bjy.thp ^giflativp fepdy* At fjWpunt- 
cd Aea.r^dtp.tl»eX#qRe.thJn^,a8 If that wl?ple 
body hi^jfQrmefiJlftlf.irx^o ^ gpurt of judi- 
«a!twp^ f 
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The king's being totally deftitate of :pDiVcr 
wtas <:ertarnly another vtry confideraUfiode-r 
£c6t in this form of gov^ecncnent. 

Nothing oould have been moreabfrrrd than 
the idea of prefervrng'thc kindly office nn a 
free conftitutitm, without cndeavotrring to 
render that office fubfervient to t3ie purpofes 
of freedom. 

It was, however, very natural for thole who 
had fufFered fo feverely from defpotifm, to car- 
ry their precautions againft the royai anthori- 
ty too far, when f hey Found'themfeiTesih ac- 
tuation which enabled them to fct bounds 
to it. 

They were not fufficiently acquainted with 
the true principles of liberty, to know how to 
reconcile kingly power with. national free- 
dom; and they were fo intent upon reftr^in- 
ing the former, that they forgot, as has been 
before obferved, to guard the ktter^romtfan- 
gcrs arifing from other qunrteps. 

Thus they rendered it .impoTihle for the 
crown either to iniaiuenceOT corruptthe Hates; 
but, aaihall be fliewh in the fequel, theyHeTt 
another door open for a corruption of a more 
fatal nature, moi:e rruinous to the .country., 
and -more dcflrudive of liberty. , 

^ " '■' ''''' The 
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The onlydefign then of retaining the king- 
ly office in the late Swedilh form of govern- 
ment, was, as I have already hinted, to com* 
ply with the prejudices of the people, who 
were ftill attached to monarchy; and who, 
therefore, would not have been fatisfied, un- 
Icfs fome perfon in the (late was allowed to 
bear at leaft the title of king. What other end 
it could have anfwered, one muft be at a lofs 
to conceive. 

As that office made no part of, it could 
prove no check upon the legiflative power: 
which, therefore, could affume to itfelf all the 
rights of the executive power. Where thefe 
powers are united, it is allowed that tyranny 
muft enfue; and fuch a union is only to be pre- 
vented, by fufFering the executive power to 
poflefs a (hare in the legiflative, fufficient to 
enable it to defend its own prerogatives. 

^The great ufe of eftablilhing a chief magif- 
trate in a free goyernment, is, that the execu- 
tive power may then be placed in the hands 
of one. But the king of Sweden had only a 
very fmall (hare of this power, which, as has 
been already (hewn, was alrfioft wholly en- 
gro(red by the (cnate. He therefore in no 
ihape whatfoever contributed to preferve a 
balance between the component parts of the 

confij- 
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conflittition. He eould neither on the one 
hand, prevent the ariflocratical branches of it 
from fb far encroaching on the others, as to 
convert the government into an oligarchy; 
nor could he, oh the other, check the pro- 
grefs of that licentioufnefs, which muft' ever 
prevail in popular aifemblies when under no 
control. 

The confequence was, that the Swedes be- 
came alternately expofcd to both thefe evils. 
While the ftates were aflembled they experi- 
enced all thofe diforders, of which fadion 
and party violence are produdivej and dur-' 
ing the intervals between the diets, the fe- 
nate in its turn, made them feel the rigours 
of that oppreflion which naturally flows from 
an oligarchy. 

Thus without reaping one of the advan- 
tages which a free government may derive 
from the kingly office, when vefted with a 
due (hare of conftitutional power, the Swedes ^ 
were expofed to all thofe dangers which muft . 
have arifen to their liberties, from placing 
their prince in a fituation, in which every 
thing was calculated to mortify him on one 
hand, and on the other, to ftimulate his am- 
bition, or to infpire him with that paffion, 
fhould he not naturally be under its influ- 

O ence. 
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crice. Whilft, from the habitjial rcCpcCt 
paid to the title of majefty, and the influence 
of outward pomp and decoration upon the 
minds of men, the people continued to look 
up to him with the fame reverence, with 
which they had been accufiomed to behold 
their former (bvereigns: and thus he was 
neceflarily poffeffed of a fure road to popula- 
rity, as no mifcondud in public affairs, could 
ever be attributed to one w^ho had fo little 
Ihare in dircding them. 

Next, when we confider of whom the ftatcs 
were compofed ; what were the fituation and 
condition of thofe who were called upon to 
exercife the fundtion of legiflators, with a 
fupreme and almoft unlimited authority ^ in- 
numerable defeds will then appear in this 
form of government, which at firft fight 
might efcape obfervation. 

We have feen that the ftates were compos- 
ed of the nobles, clergy, burghers and pea- 
fants. 

I ft. With regard to the nobles : that body 
formed iTi Sweden* as in other countries on 
the continent, a clafs entirely diftind from 
the reft of the nation. The honours as well 
as property of each noble family defcended 
\ alike 
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alike to all its branches. Numerous there-^ 
fore, proud, and needy, they were certainly 
but ill calculated to have a (hare in the le- 
giflature, which was dcfigned to eftablifli li- 
berty. Their poverty jaeceffarily rendered 
them dependent, whilft their pride as ne- 
ceflarily kept them poor; fince they difdain- 
ed by means of commerce to acquire that 
independency with refped to fortune, which 
ought to be annexed to the charader of a 
legiflator. The lines of diftindlion which di- 
vided them from the reft of their country- 
men were too ftrongly marked to be over- 
looked, and too flattering to their pride to be 
difregarded by them. 

They feldom affociated with thofe who did 
not belong to their order, in general kept at 
a moft abfurd diftance from them j and re- 
tained under a free government all that arro^ 
gance towards their inferiors^ with which 
nobles under abfolute monarchies feem fre- 
quently to confole themfelves, for the con- 
foioufnefs of their own inlignificancy with 
regard to their common mafter. 

The head only of every family had a right 
to fit in the houfe of nobles; their body be- 
ing too numerous to admit of the \N^hole be- 
ing affefnbled at once. But the perfoh pof- 
.02 feffcd 
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iefled of fa important a privilege, not being 
diftinguifl^ from the reft of his family in 
point pf property, muft frequently have been 
wholly deftitute of the means of exercifing 
it; infomuch that it Js. literally a faft, that a 
very confiderable number of thofe ndbles, 
who bad a right to affifl at the diets, were fa 
poor, as to be abfolutely unable to pay the 
trifling expences attending their leaving their 
liomes, to refide at Stockholm for the ihort 
time a diet: was to lafl. 

It is equally true, that the heads of the ma- 
jor part of the mofl ancient families in Swe- 
den, of thofe who held the firft rank among 
the nobles, and were in the greatefl confi- 
deration among the people, had honafide^ no 
vifible means of fubliflence, but what they 
derived from the pofTeffion of pofls and em- 
jjoyments under government : even the 
members of the fenate were frequently de(K- 
tute of any other income but that annexed to 
their office ; and as the fenators in cafe of 
their being depofed, could never afterwards 
accept of an inferior employment, they were 
compelled, in a manner, to make ufe of eve- 
ry poffible means of maintaining themfelyes 
in power. The conftitution, by allowing no- 
bles an hereditary fhare in the Icgifiaturc, 

who 
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who were totally dcftitqtc of property, plac- 
ed them in a fituatioa ii^ which they werb 
equally ejpokdto he corrupted^ and under the 
neceility of becoming fo : while: the fenators 
were under thpTa^e n^tqeSity of m&king u(e 
<^ corrnptioi^ $pce,thei|f v#fy es^iftence de- 
pended upon the p4rty. they could: form to 
themfelves in the ftates* 

Sudi Nof the ndSlcs as had a fcact at the di- 
et, might, if they did not ^hufe, t* could not 
afford to attend themfelves, give full powers 
to any perfon's of their own orddr hot pof- 
feffing a fe*t, to adt and' Vote for them. 

The perfons who received thcfc fullmagbtSy 
as they virere called, became to all intents and 
purpofes members of the diet, and were no- 
wife accouhtabie to iheiir principals for their 
cohdud there. 

CorWflfeing the poverty of the Swedifh 
noblesj it was ndt at all furprifirig if many 
of them were induced to part with thefq 
Jullrndghisj upon* pecuniary confiderations. 
Neither did the ptirchafc of a rig^t amount 
to any thing confiderable, which remaining in 
the Hands of the owner, would, from his ina- 
bility to exercife it, have been ufelefs to him*. 

O 3 This 

* In a fliort time thefe fullmaghts became a fpecies of mer- 
chaadife to be fold to the higheft bidder ; it was neceflary, 

however. 
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T*his (ftippofing foreign interference out of 
the queftion) would have furniflied the fena-^ 
tors with ain opportunity of mtroducirigiftto 
thehoufe of nobles, as many of their depen- 
dents and creatures as wisre rieceffary tofe- 
cure that body in their interefts: and as the 
fcnate was in the poffeffion of its power for 
three years, and during that period^ had in a 
great meafure the difppfel of all the pofts and 
employments in the ftate, whether .civil or 
military, it could by thefe means eftablifti an 
intereft among the members that were to 
compofe a future diet, not eafily to be ovcr^ 
turned in thefhort time this was aifcmbled. It 
is obvious therefore, that putting foreign in- 
fluence out of the queftion, the genius of this 
government naturally tended to an oligarchy. 

2dly, With regard to the clergy. How. far 
that order of men (hould be admitted to a 
fhare in the legiflature of a free qoojntry, it 
may not at prefent be necefTary to enquire. 
I fhall only obferve, that. from the nature -of 
the church eftablifliment in Sweden, it was 
not produdive of fo many evil confequences 

there 

however, tliat the purchafcr ftiotsld be .father cautious on thefe 
occasions, as inftances might be produced wnerc the fame 
fiillmaghts have been fold twice over, to the different agents 
cf the oppofite parties. 
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there as it might have been in other coun- 
tries *. 

3dly, As to the burghers : thcfe were cho- 
fen by cities and corporate towns, nearly in 
the fame manner as the members for cities 
and boroughs are in England ; but then none 
but burghers, literally fpeaking, and by no 
means nobles or gentlemen, were capable of 
being eleded -j-. 

This exclufivc right in merchants and tra- 
ders of reprefenting cities and towns, feems 
well enough calculated to give them a cer- 
tain rank and confequence in the flate ; but 
then it ferved to maintain and continue with 
the utmofl precifion, the diftindion of noble 
and plebeian. 

Had the younger branches of noble families, 
been rendered by the conftitution eligible to a 
feat among the order of burghers, this would 
probably have induced many of them to turn 

their 

• The clergy in Sweden are perhaps the pooreft in Europe, 
fo that the nobles or gentry hardly ever think of the church 
for their profeffions. But as the parifhioners in each diftrLa 
" ele<a their minifters, this prevents that fervility in the clergy 
which a dependence on particular patrons may create among 
them in other countries. 

f Burghers in Sweden does not at all convey the fame idea 
as burgefk does in England ; it implies, literally fpeaking, per- 
fons who either arc, or have been engaged in trade or com- 
merce : it no wife includes perfoas of any other order, who 
may be free of a city. 
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their thoi^hts to commerce; ^d by tliat 
means they would have acquired a properly 
that would have enabled thqi? to become in- 
dependent members of the legiflatiure, iiiftead 
of continuing in a ch?irader, in which tljeir 
poverty rendered their titles and pride equal- 
ly ridiculous. ... 

4thlyy What has been faid here with re- 
gard to the order of burghers> is equally 
applicable to that of the peafants. 

Thefe too could eled their reprefentativcs 
only from their own order. Their deputies 
were, in the literal fenfe of the word, to be 
peafants themfelyesr. 

Nothiag furely could be m<xe abfurd, than 
to allow men a feat in the legiflature, and a 
voice in the moft important affairs of the na- 
tion, who, from their fituation in life, could 
not poffibly have pofTefTed the information 
requifite for fundions of this kindj who 
muft have been too ignorant either to devife 
meafures themfelves beneficial to the ftate, or 
to judge of their expediency when propofed 
by others : and laftly, who from the lownefe 
of their condition, muft have been greatly 
liable to corruption, as a bribe too infignifi- 
cant to have tempted perfons in a more ele-» 
vated ftation to depart from their duty, might 
eafily have prevailed upon peaftntsi 

If 
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If there was apparently fo much reafon to 
dbjc& to the per(bns of whom the ftates were 
coihpofed, thfcrc Was equal reafon to objed 
to t^eir mdide of proceeding when afTembled. 
The burghers and peafants did not, like the 
knights of (hires and burgeffes in England, 
lit together, when eleded, in one houfe ; but 
each aflembled apart. The clergy and nobles 
had likewife their meetings feparate from 
each other; fo that the legiflature was com- 
pofed of four diftind houfes of parliament, 
as they may be termed without impropriety^ 

The affent however of all the four was not 
neceffary to give force to a law; that of three 
of them was,, as has been remarked upon a 
former occafion, fufEcient for this piirpofc. 
Hence each component part of the legifla- 
ture, did not fingly pofTefs a negative upon 
the refolution of the other three, but was 
obliged to acquiefce in what thefe fliould 
think proper to cnad. 

By this means queftbns might be pafled 
m the ftates, although the fenfe of the majo- 
rity of all thfe members, if taken coUedively, 
was obvioufly againft them. For inftlnce, 
fuppofe one order (hould unanimoufly reject 
a meafure, which in each of the other three 
had been carried only by a fmall majority. 

This 
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This majority might have confified of no 
more than one or two perfons in each order, 
and put all together might not amount to a- 
bove half a dozen. In this cafe it is evident 
that the votes of thefe half dozen perfons, 
would outweigh thofe of a whole order. 

On this account too, it was in the power of 
a party formed in any three of the Hates, to 
come to refolulions, and to enaft laws, highly 
detrimental to the intereft of the remaining 
flate, as well as to pafs regulations, concern- 
ing points, in which the latter brily was inter- 
cfted. 

Thus the nobles who defpifed commerce, 
the clergy who had no concern with it, and 
the peafants who were totally ignorant of e- 
"very thing relating to it, might pafs adls 
which would materially afFed it, although 
the burghers fhould be unanimous in rejedl- 
ing them. Nor was it extraordinary if the 
four orders when affemblcd, appear fomc- 
times to have had little piques and refent- 
ments towards each other to gratify, when 
we rcfled that they belonged to claiTes en- 
tirely diftindl from each other ^ and, when 
the Hates were fcparated, feldom or never 
afTociated in private life. 

Hitherto 
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Hitherto I have confidered only fomeof 
the defcdf of the form of government itfelf, 
and of the objedions which might with juf- 
tice be flartcd againft the perfons in whofe 
hands it placed the legiflature. 

"But the great error committed by the fra- 
mers of this conftitution, was, that while 
they paid fo much attention to political li- 
berty, that is, to the (hare the nation was to 
have in the government ; they totally forgot 
that an equal attention was due to civil liber- 
ty, or the freedom of individuals confidered 
in their private capacity, 

it is the full enjoyment of the civil, which 
attaches a nation to their political liberties. 
The 'influence of the former extends itfelf 
over the whole fociety, the meanefl member 
of which partakes of the benefits it difFufes. 
The immediate advantages refulting from the 
latter, fall to the lot of, comparatively fpeak- 
ing, a very fmall portion of the nation. 

We are not however to attribute it altoge-- 
ther to negled, if the framers of the late 
Swedifli conftitution did not pay the fame at- 
tention to the private rights of individuals, 
as to the political.liberty of the nation. The 
latter had been eftablifhed of a fudden, or at 

leaft 
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Icaft the form of government wias fo eflablifli- 
cd which was defighcd to introduce it But 
tbofe laws which have civil liberty, or pcrfb- 
aal fafety and fecurity of private property 
for their objeds., cannot perhaps be devifed 
and reduced to praQice with, equal expedi- 
tion, Thefe are, in general the refuk of ex- 
perience, and it js only after, frequent trials, 
that they have been brought to a.fufficient 
degree of perfedion to anfwer the purpofes 
for which they were intended. 

The immediate ifttrodu6kiori therefore of 
fuch laws, among a people not fitted to re- 
ceive them, was perhaps a talk which exceed- 
ed the abilities of thofe who had framed the 
new : conftitution of Sweden j or, content 
with what they had done towards eftablifli- 
ing political liberty, they feem.to have left 
private freedom to the care of their pofterity. 
The confequence was^ that the change in 
that government, produced little or none in 
the fituation of the great body of the people. 
They ftill found' themfelves exjpofed to the 
fame oppreffion as before, and could not. 
therefore have any reafon to be fatisfied 
\irith an alteration in the pne, which was 
produQive of no improvement in the other. 

Befides, 
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Befides, their prejudices were all in favour 
of that government to which they had been 
accuftomed. The number of great and able 
princes who had fate upon their throne, by 
attaching them to their monarch, infenfibly 
attached them to their monarchy likewife. 
Their national vanity had been flattered by 
the great reputation many of their fovereigns 
had acquired ; by thp luftre thefe had given 
to the Swedifh arms ; and by the glory 
which they conceived the vi^ories of thefe 
princes had refleded upon their country. 
The miferies they had fufFered from the am- 
bition or defpotifm of their kings, were in a 
few years forgotten. But their pride did riot 
fufFer the exploits of a Guftavus Adolphus, 
or of a Charles the Xllth, to fink into equal 
oblivion. 

The memory of Charles is ftill rooted in 
the mind of every Swede. He is known a- 
mong them only by the name of the great 
king: and thofe who recoiled the having 
feen him in their childhood, ftill fpeak of 
him with tears in their eyes. 



SECT-: 
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SECTION II. 

Progrefs of corruption^ and of the French in^ 
fluence in Sweden \ change of fyftem in the 
Diet of the year 1738 j end fome of the 
mofi remarkable tranfaSHons of that held 
in 1756. 



w. 



E may have obfervcd in the preceding 
feflion, that the framers of the late Swedifh 
conflitution, had not only confined the pow- 
er of the crown within the narroweft limits, 
but had likewife taken every precaution that 
a dear-bought experience, could fuggeft to 
them, to guard againft the influence it might 
acquire through corruption. 

By placing their liberties beyond the reach 
of any attacks open or indired on the part 
of their fovereigns, they imagined they had 
cfFedually fecured them, and quite forgot 
they had left a door open for another fpecies 
of corruption, one equally fatal to liberty, but 
in its confequenccs infinitely more ruinous to 
the country ; I mean that proceeding from 
foreign powers. 

Foreign corruption, ^vhile it is as fatal to 
the liberties of a free people, as that proceed- 
ing 
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ing from their fovereign could be, is alfo more 
ruinous to the interefis of the kingdom, and 
at the fame time without a remedy. Who is 
to punifh corruption in ienators, or check the 
progrefs of it among them, if the executive is 
lodged in the; fenate? Who is to punifh it ill 
the members of the ftate, when the ftatcs 
themfelves are corrupted? In a limited mo- 
narchy, on the contrary, when properly con- 
ftituted, the prince not only is above being 
tempted by foreign bribes, but, however he 
may be inclined to make ufe of corruption 
himfelf, he certainly will not fuffer foreign 
powers to acquire by that means an influence 
among fuch of his fubjedis as are members of 
the legiflaturc. But what was the cafe in Swe- 
den ? the king it is true was there deprived of 
the means of corrupting himfelf the members 
af the legiflaturc, but he was likewife di vett- 
ed of all power which could enable him to 
prevent foreign corruption from fpreading it* 
felf among them. While he was fo ftreight-. 
ened in his finances, as well as limited in his 
atithority; while he had fo little fliare in di- 
reding the public meafures, and a portion fo 
fmall of the advantages which might refult 
from the profperity of the kingdom ; there 

hardly 
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hardly feemed to be a fingle circumftance in 
his fituation, which could ferve to conned his 
interefis with thofe of the nation. And at 
the fame time, the poverty of thofe who were 
entrufted with a (hare in the government, 
was fuch, as naturally rendered them open to 
corruption, from whatever quarter it might 
come^ and apologized for what they muft 
otherwife have blufhed to own. 

This Hate of affairs in Sweden could not 
remain long unobferved by foreign potentates; 
who w^ould naturally take all the advantages 
it afforded them, for acquiring fuch a degree 
of influence in that country, as fuited their 
political views and interefts. 

Among thefe, France took the lead. The 
buly reftlefs fpirit of intrigue which charac- 
terizes the policy of the cabinet of Verfailles, 
was no- where more confpicuous in its effeds 
than in Sweden. Having loft that weight in 
the fcale, and afcendency in the affairs of Eu- 
rope, of which (he was once poffeffed, it feems 
to be now the objed of France to acquire by 
artifice and corruption, that influence among 
the other European powers, which her real fu- 
periority over them had formerly given her. 

HencQ 
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Hence her emiiTaries at foreign cdurts are 
perpetually carrying on intrigues there, feme- 
times in order to effed internal revolutions s 
fometimes to promote diiTenfions between 
neighbouring powers^ and by that me{ii\8. kin- 
dle a war; but always for the purpofe of 
checking the profperity of fuch, as are be- 
come the objeds of her jealoufy. 

Never was a country more egregiouflj^ 
duped by another, than Sweden has be^n by 
France^ from the time of their being firft 
conneded* I believe it would befcareely 
poffible to produce a fingle advantage which 
has refulted to the former, from her ujaipn 
with the latter; whilft the lofles fhe has fuf- 
tained in confequence of it, have been frcr 
quent and manifeft. Neither is it eafy to 
conceive why France (hould . intereft herfelf 
fo much in the affairs of this northern Ising- 
dom, but upon the principle juft npw men- 
tioned, in order to be able whenever fhe 
fhould think proper, to create an ^nemy to 
another northern potentate, whofc rapid rife 
into power and confequence, fhe could not 
behold without envy. 

But if Sweden has been duped by France, 
the latter country certainly has been* no left 
miftaken, in her policy with regardto the ve- 
ry objed of her alliance with the former* 

P The 
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The circumftances «vhich might have once 
rendered a connexion between thefe two 
countries advantageous to both, have long 
ceafed to ftjtift. Since that time the face of 
affairs in the northern part of Europe has 
undergone a total change ; arid corifequently^ 
in the political interefts of the countries fi- 
tuated there^ an equal alteration muft have 
takej) place. 

It was'in the refgn of Guftavus Vafa, that 
the firft treaty of alliance between Sweden 
and France took place. I mention this, be- 
caufe it is not at all improbable that the opi- 
nion of fi> great and wife a prince as Gufta- 
vus, with refped to the choice of an ally, 
may have l^een the grotrndwork of the pre- 
ference afterwards given upon all dccafions 
by his countrymen to France. But nothing 
could be more obvious than the rcafons 
which induced that prince to form a French 
alliance, nor any thing more evident than 
that they wer.e only of a temporary nature, 
and ought not confequently to have been 
productive of a connexion that was to laft 
longer than thefe jQhiould fubfift. Charles the 
Vth, emperor df Germany, had conceived 
the dcfign ,of placing Frederic count Pala- 
tine upon' the northern throne ; it was^ there- 
fore. 
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fore, vci^ natural that Guftavus fhould con- 
nedhitnfclf with the Prince who Was the de- 
claimed enemy of Charles, and fuch a one he 
found in France the Iftv A union with Eng- 
land would certainly have ultimately proved 
more advantageous to his country, and Guf- 
tavus might probably have been of that opi- 
nion-, but the ficklenefs of the temper of 
Henry the Vlllth rendered him an ally by ho 
means to be confided in« 

This monarch was befides tlofely coriheft- 
cd with the emperor, at the time Guftavus 
wanted to ftrengthen himfelf againft the at- 
tacks of the Imperial power : arid confonant 
to his wild fyftem of politicks, Hehry had 
adually purchafed Denmark, with- which 
country Guftavus was then in clofe alliance, 
of the Hanfe townsj (though thefe only me- 
ditated the conqueft of it) and advanced 
.£0»ooo crowns of what he had ftiptflated to 
pay when delivery (hould be made. ^ Thefe 
reafbns were therefore fufficient to determine 
Guftavus in his choice of the French aUiahcie, 
which he conceived the fituation of his affairs 
Tendered it neceffary he fhould form. 

Sweden next entered into a fubfidiary trea- 
ty with France, in the 'teign* of 'Guftavus 
Adolphus. 

P 2 The 
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The objcd of France was, at that time, to 
humble the houfe of Auftria, and for this 
purpofe fbe could not, as Europe was then 
circumftanced, have pitched upon a fitter in- 
firument than the Swedi(h monarch. 

When Guftavus invaded the empire, he 
was the moft powerful fovcreign in the north. 
Ruffia fiili continued in a ftate of barbarifin, 
and ccHifequently of infignificance ; and the 
petty Eledorate of Brandenburg, had not as 
yet darted up into a potent kingdom. It was, 
therefore, perfedly confiftent with the ufual 
policy of Richlieu, to form an alliance with, 
perhaps, the only power then both willing 
and capable of abetting his defigns againft 
the emperor. 

But as the preference given to France as 
an ally, by Guftavus Vafa, feems ever after to 
have biafTed. the Swedes in favour of that 
country, fo the fucceiTors in ofEce of Richlieu 
appear, with refpcdt to the Swedi(h fyftem, to 
have followed the example of that great mi- 
nifter^ and probably for no other reafbn than 
becaufe this was a fyftem that had been adopt- 
ed by him. Both parties forgetting that difierent 
jundures and new arrangements of power re- 
quired their purfuing 9, dilTerent policy ; and 

that 
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that what was perfe^y wife in one fituation 
<if things^ might become asabfurd in another. 

Thus when Sweden had nothing to dread 
from Ruffia, and held the Electors of Branden- 
burg in contempt, (he might have afforded to 
France the moft powerful aid agalnfl.the en- 
croaching Ipirit of the Houfe of Auftria; and 
the Swedifh monarchs, by means of French 
fubfidies, might have indulged their pafCon 
for war at no great expence to their country. 
When this was the cafe, a union between 
Sweden and France was founded in the 
foundefl policy. 

But when afterwards the fituation of the 
North of Europe had undergone a total 
change ; when Sweden from being the firfl be- 
came one of the mofl infignificant of the nor- 
thern powers; when the little eledorate of 
Brandenburg, had become a great kingdom, 
alone fufficiently potent to bar the progrefs ' 
of the Swedes into Germany, beyond their 
own infignificant province of Pomerania; 
when an immenfe empire bordering upon 
Sweden, from which fhe had little or nothing 
to apprehend, hurtling from obfcurity into 
power and confequence, by the moft rapid 
progrefs from barbarifm to civilization of 
which the hjftory of mankind can furnifh an 

P 3 ^xample^ 
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exampIC) became an adi^erfary to Sweden fkr 
too formidable for hetydediaing firen^th; ah 
adverfary, with whom it was impoffible that 
Sweden could alone contend^ while it was 
equally impoiSible fhe could fpr that purpofe 
receive ^y efiedual aiiiflance from her 
French ally: furely under thefe circum- 
ftances, the connedion between France and 
Sweden could not anfwer any of thofe ends, 
which either party might formerly have ex-^ 
pe<3ed to obtain by it. 

The idea which the cabinet of Verfailles 
might have entertained of rendering Sweden 
a thorn in the fide of Ruflia, was in itfelf a 
mkilaken one ; for the fowing of difTcnfion 
between thofe two powers was, in fad, only 
giving the latter a pretext to make conquefls 
upon the former, and therefore fcrved but to 
augment the power of that potentate, to re- 
duce whofe ftrength and importance, could 
be the fole objed of the immenfe fums pri- 
vately fpent by France in corrupting the 
Swedes; whilft the fubfidies thefe publicly 
received, were both too infignificant, and too 
ill paid, to compenfate for the loffes the na- 
tion neceffarily fuftaincd from being at enmi- 
ty with Ruffia*, 

Hence 

* Notwithftanding the predile(5lion entertained by Chriftinisi 
for France, it was a maxim -with that Princeis, as well as with 

Charles- 
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Hence we may with juftice affirm, that if 
a French alliance, proved on many occafioos, 
highly injurious to the interefl^ of Sweden, 
France was in her turn- equally miftaken in 
the policy, which induced her to connect her- 
Iclf with that country. In this policy how- 
ever ihe dill perfifted ^ and firom the inoQient 
the late Swedifh form of government was 
eftablaihed, fhe bent all her endeavours to 
create to herfelf fuch a party in Sweden, as 
might enable her to govern that country with 
the fame eafe as (hi^ did one of her own pro- 
vinces. 

When the framers of the late Swedifh con-v 
ftitution gave a new government to their 
country, they at the fame time adopted a 
new fyftem with refped to foreign politicks; 
They had opened their eyes to the change 
wrought in the fituation of fome of the pow- 
ers 

Charles the Xlth, that Sweden fliould no more form an al- 
fiance with that country. In a letter written by Charles to 
the fenators, during an illpefs from which he did not expedk 
to recover, he expreffed himfelf thus : — " As I am well in- 
*' formed that among the fen^ors whom I have appointed 
" guardians to my fon the Prince Charles, as well as among 
" the remainder of the fenators, there are many who are eii- 
** tirely devoted to France, I cannot refrain from exhorting 
** them to continue firmly attached to thofe alliances I have 
" concluded : as I find them the fureft and mod advantage - 
** ous for Sweden. France has deceived me once, and I 
^^ would, therefore, agaimiever have recourfe to her.'* 
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crs which furrounded them. The mifcrics 
they had experienced from the recent wars 
of Charles the Xllth, rendered peace abfo- 
lutcly neceffary to the ftate. They faw 
plainly that the armies of Ruilia were no 
longer compofed of thbfe foldiers, twenty 
thonfand of whom after the battle of Narva, 
had fiirrendered at difcretion to no more 
than eight thonfand Swedes. They perceiv- 
ed the immenfe power that empire had fud- 
denly acquired, to cultivate the friendfliip of 
which, they confidered as the only means of 
obtaining fecurity to themfelves. The pow- 
er too of Prnffia formed a new barrier againfl 
every attempt they ihould make at recover- 
ing the lofTes Sweden had fuftained on the 
fide of Germany. Thus cirpumftanced, they 
apprehended an alliance with France cquld 
be of flo farther feryice to them, but might, 
on the contrary, plunge them into frefli dif- 
ficulties. 

To maintain therefore a clofe corre(]3on- 
dence with Ruffia, and to continue on good 
terms with all their neighbours, appeared to 
count Horn*f and bis coadjutors, not only a3 
the wifeft policy they could purfue, but as 
that which the diftreffed ft^te of their coun- 
try 

t Count Horn was the perfon principally concerned in the 
eftabllftimenc of the late conftitutipiJ. 
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try had rendered it abfolutcly ncceffary for 
them to adopt. 

To this fyftem Sweden continued firm till 
the year 1738: it was then that the fruits of 
the intrigues of France, firft began to difcover 
themfelvesv and that a total, and moft cer* 
tainly unfortunate change in the politicks of 
the Swedes took place. 

Thofe defeds in their form of government, 
of which I have already taken notice, gave 
to France but too favourable opportunities 
of employing corruption among them in the 
moft efFedual manner. 

The confequence of this corruption was, 
that in the diet afTembled in 1738, a moft 
powerful party appeared in favour of French 
meafures. The perfons who compdfed it went 
under the denomination of Hats. The objed 
they held out to the nation, was the recovery 
of fome of the dominions yielded to Ruflia ; 
and confequently the fyftem they were to pro- 
ceed upon, was to break with that power, and 
conned themfelves with France, 

The party diredly oppofite to them was 
headed by count Horn, and thofe who had 
contributed to eftablifti the new form of go- 

yprnmcnt. 

Their 
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Their objcd was peace, and the promoting 
of the domeftic welfare of the nation. The 
fyftem therefore which they adopted, was to 
maintain a clofe correfpondence with RufCa, 
and to avoid all farther connexion with 
France. Thefe were ftyled the Caps. There 
was bcfides a third party, called the Hunting 
Caps, compofed of perfons who were as yet 
undetermined to which of the other two they 
would join themfelves. 

In this diet, which, contrary to cuftom, con- 
tinued fitting eleven months, the Hats foon 
appeared to have a very great majority ; and 
the event was, that an end was put to the 
virtuous adminiftration of count Horn and 
his colleagues j their pacific fyftem was over- 
turned, and the French party afiTumed the 
whole direSion of the public affairs. 

A war with Ruflia, as muft have been ex- 
peded, foon afterwards enfued. This, from 
the beginning, was attended by nothing but 
loflTes and misfortunes *. 

The 

♦ The time at which the ruling party in Sweden, in its wif- 
doin, thought proper to commence hoftilities againft Ruffia, 
was when the latter power was m profound peace, and conft- 
quently at liberty to exert her whole ftrength to repel the im- 
potent attacks of the former. In order to delude the nation 
into this war, it was faid the fenate tranfmittcd to the Swedifh 
minxftcr at Peterfburg, ready-made minutes of the reports he 
was to fend back to Sweden ; and thcfc were fuch as were cal- 
culated 
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. Tkc Swedifti army in Finland was totaUy 
dcftroyed, and the whole of that country loft. 
The unfortunate generals who commanded 
there, coui^t Lewenhaupt and baron Budden- 
broke paid the forfeit of their lives; not for 
their own mifcondud, but for the madnefs 
and infatuation of thofe who promoted a war, 
to which Sweden was by no means equal ; and 
which confequently in a fhort time, compel- 
led the Swedes to fue for peace upon any terms 
the enemy ihould think proper to impofe. 

Thefe were the firft fruits of the French in- 
fluence in the Swedifh diets, after the cfta- 
blifliment of the late form of government. 

I (hall now haften to fome of the principal 
tranfadions of the diet 1756, as they will 
ferve to give the reader a full idea of the man- 
ner in which the Swedifliconftitution was ad- 
mi niftered, of the abufes that then crept into 
it, and of the encroachments made by the 
Hats upon the royal authority; an authority, 
which it has been already obferved, was 
originally infufficient to anfwer any ufeful 

purpofe 

culated to create among the Swedes a belief that the armies 
of Ruffia had been almoft ruined by her late war with the 
Turks. And baron Buddcnbroke, who was fent into Finland 
to infpeft the (late of that country, it may be prefumed, had 
inftruifHons to make fuch reprefentations of it as favoured the 
martial defigns of the pcrfons in power. 
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purpofe to the government, but which, In this 
diet, was reduced almoft to nothing. 

After the ftates were aflcmbled, one of the 
firft fubjeds of difpute between them and the 
king, was of fo curious a nature, in itfelf fo 
trivial, yet confidered by the diet as an afFair 
of fo much importance, that it merits a par- 
ticular relation. 

However a people may be defirous of li- 
miting the authority of their fovercign, ia 
thofe points which relate to the preferva* 
tion of their liberties, there are others pro- 
perly belonging to his private concerns, in 
which it were illiberal, if not indecent, for 
his fubje<3s to interfere. But the Swedes 
feem to have thought otherwife, and they ad- 
cd accordingly. From the time that the 
French party in 17.38, had got poffeffion of 
the reins of government, they appear to have 
confidered it as no wife incumbent on them 
to keep any meafures with the court Not 
content with continually impofing frefti re- 
ftraints upon the regal power, they refolved 
to reduce the (ituation of the king, to an ab- 
folute ftate of pupilage, in which he was to 
have neither will nor property of his own. 

Early in the diet, the ftates prefented a very 
fingular addriefs to his majefty. The purport 

of 
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of it was, That whereas by the thirteenth ar-* 
tide of the ordinance of the year 1723, the 
Hates were to examine into the condition of 
the* jewels and moveables belonging to the 
crown, as well fuch as were in the king' trea- 
fury,astIiofe that were prefented to the queen * 
at Berlin, upon his majefty's marriage, for the 
ufe of his royal confortj they therefore beg- 
ged to know when it would be convenient tp 
her majefty, that the above-mentioned jewels 
Ihould be vifited by fome deputies from their 
body, and compared with the inventories 
made of them. ^ 

It is true by the article above alluded to, 
the ftates were vefted with the power claimed 
by them upon this occalion j but it was a 
power which had never been exercifed, and 
was probably never intended to be fo, but in 
cafe of a. minority or a vacancy of the throne, 
when it was proper fuch a power fhould be 
lodged fomewhcre, to prevent the embezzle- 
ment of the efleCfs belongingto the crown. At 
any other time to claim the exercife of it furely 
betrayed the moft- illiberal fufpicions on the 
part of the ftates, and placed the fovercign in 
the moft humiliating point of view. But to 
examine into the ftate of tbofe jewels which 

had 

• The late king married the princefs Louifa Ulrika, fitter 
to the prcfent king of Pruflia. 
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had been given to her majefty as a marriage- 
prefent from the king, was certainly a demand 
as much beneath the dignity of the ftates, a$ 
it muft have been mortifying to the queen*. 

Her majefty accordingly refufed to fubmit 
to fuch a review of the .jewels, which, laid 
fhe, in her anfwer to the requeft of the ftates, 
** fccms to arife from fome diftruft in the ftates 
^ of the kingdom;'* but fhe added, " I ftiall 
^ let the two members of the fecret committee 
•' know my thoughts, that I defign to have 
^ the jewels in queftion feparated from my 
" own, and fo to deliver them up to the 
** ftates, becaufe from that hour I account my- 
** felf too good to wear them." 

This was produftive of a, moft ferious re- 
monftrance on the part of the ftates, which I 
fliall give here at full length, as it will ferve 
to convey a perfed idea of her mode of pro- 
ceeding, and of the fituation of the king. 

" The ftates cannot any logger cQUce^lfrpm 
" your majefl;y, what they .^^auftuufvoidahly 
^ have obferved, that the queei;! does not 

^ . '* view 

• The fadl was with refpe£lto thefe jewels, that Mr.TcOin, 
the Bwedifh ambafTador at Berlin, had prefehted them to the 
queen oxdj in the name of the king^ and ihe ODnfequentty 
conddered them as her own. It certainly never could have 
occurred to a foreign princefs, that a marriage-gift was to be 
confidered by the nation merely a^ a truft, of which^fhe was 
upon demand to give an account. . 
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•* view them in the light in which they ought 
** to be corifidered, as Hates in poffeflion of 
*' power, as well as faithful fubjeds of your 
*• majefty ; and as thofc very ftates that railed 
** your majfefty to fo glorious a rank among 
*' kings, and' who moft willingly offer for 
*^ your majefty's.and the kingdom's tmited 
*' good^ their lives and fortunes whenever oc- 
" cafions Ihail require. ' 

" The queen's carriage towards the ftates 
** hias been accompanied likewife by a con- 
** tempt for the fenators and other officers of 
** the kingdom -|-, moft confpicupufly fhewn 
** in a condud founded on caprice, and which 
" pays no refpe<St to the dignity of perfons; 
" as if there were any other fidelity and me- 
**rit than obedience to the laws, or any other 
*' iparks of dignity or reward, than thofc 
** which your majefty's juftice diftributes'a- 
*' mong your faithful fubjcds. ' 

t This pretended co'iitenipt for tlie ienators anil other officers 
of the kingdom, was^ nothing more, thin: an; order given Uy 
the king about a year before, that no coaches ihould drive 
into the inacr court of the pailace, except thofe' of the^ royal 
family. The firft perfons who wer? ftpppedjwere the fenators 
ladies. The fenators were prudent enough hot to complain 
uptin their own account, but they prevailed .up6n the. FrencTi 
ambafFadpr to attempt to drive in likewife^ an4 uppnhis toeing 
flopped, to make his complaint to'the'feriate ; who upon this 
rcfolved, that all perfons of a. cerfala .rawt; then ii)(5cifiad, 
ihould Giijoy that important privilege. 
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*' The general affembly of the ftates, as 
" well as the whole kingdom^ are convinced, 
" that your majcfty thoroughly diflike thefe 
^ proceedings : they defire no happier govern- 
•' ment than what your majefty*s kind and fa«^ 
" therly difpoiition promifcsthemj but when 
** things contrary to this difpofition are tranf- 
^ adedfo near the throne, it cannot but occafi- 
^^ onrefledions amongforeigners, as well asun- 
" eafincfs and trouble within the realm. Your 
*' majefty's wifdom cannot fail to obferve, that 
" examples thus imprinted upon the tender 
" minds of the hereditary princes, who inftead 
** of acquiring a love for the nation, for a free 
••people, and an efteem for fidelity and ifte- 
^ rit, are taught to look on other men as born 
" to be miferable for their pleafiire; and a^ 
" happy or unhappy, well or ill intentioned, 
" according to the favours or difgraces they 
** meet with at court. 

*' The queen came into this kingdom to 
" be your majefty's confort, not to add to 
•' the weight of government. 

This weight ought the more cafily to 
** be borne by fo gracious and juft a king, as 
** your majefty poffeffes the moft fovereign 
** power and the fureft reward in the hearts 
** of your fobjeas. When therefore by-ways 

are 
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** afe taken by any other perfon, contrary 
" to the engagements your Majefty has en- 
" tered into before God and the kingdom, 
*' and confequently againft your views and 
" intentions, they tend either to -make two 
'' governments in the kingdom, the one 
" with, and the other without law 5 or a 
" king without conftitutional direction, and 
*^ laws without power, 

'' But of all that has appeared, nothing 
*' was more unexpeded, than that a de- 
*' claration Ihould be made in writing by 
'' her majefty, in which ihe fays, that fhe 
^' looks upon the defire of the fecret com- 
" mittee to review the jewels, as the ef- 
" feds of diftruft, and concludes with thefe 
" words : That fhe thinks herfelf too good 
^ to wear them for the future. 

" It is not cuftomary, nor indeed agreea- 
** ble to our form of government, to take 
" notice of any communication or corref- 
" pondence between the queen and the 
" ftates of the kingdom, concerning the af- 
" fairs of the diet. But when the ftates 
" have done nothing to draw upon them- 
" felyes fuch exprelfions from her majefty, 
" and a writing falls into their hands, which 
** contains fo public a contempt for the go- 

Q, '' v6r 
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** vcrnment, it does not become their digni- 
*' ty to be filent: thoiigh what the ftates 
" fhall in this cafe think fit to do, is not to 
" be applied to other occafions, or to become 
** a prececjent hereafter, as the general af- 
" fembly of the ftates hopes, and will alfo 
*' take care^ that what now gives occafion to 
" thefe proceedings, (hall never happen again." 

After dwelling fome time upon their right 
to make the review in queftion, their re- 
monftrance concludes thus: 

" The ftates defire no change in your ma- 
" jefty's fentiments towards the queen your 
" con fort ; but very much that her majefty 
'* fhould change her fentiments towards the 
" kingdom. 

" They afk nothing more than that your 
*' majefty may be left quietly to make your 
" fubje(fls happy, and your reign glorious ;, 
" and therefore wifti that a perfon Whofe 
'' welfare is fo nearly connedtd with your 
*' majefty's, might conftantly poflefs their 
" moft humble refped and devotion. 

" With regard tQ thefe matters, the whole 

. " aflTembly of the ftates humbly confide in 

*^ your majefty's paternal care, glad not to 

" ftandin need of thofe means ^ which God and 

" their right have otherwife given them. 

Your 
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** Your majcfly's engagements with the 
*' kingdom afe your firft and moft important 
" engagements ; from the obfervance of them 
** a whole nation is to exped its welfare 5 
^* and upon that too depends the happinefs 
•' of pofterity ." 

" The conftitution muft be maintained ; 
^* and thus will yout majefty be freed from 
**' a variety of cares ; and the country and 
" its inhabitants will then fully enjoy thefruits 
" of fo worthy a prince's government/' 

So ferious a remonftrance as this, requir- 
ed on the part of the king, as ferious an 
apology for what appeared to have given the 
ftates {o much offence. 

He affured them of the fentiments of love 
and efteem which her majefty entertained for 
the nation., and endeavoured to foften the 
tarflinefs of fome of the expreifions (he ha^l 
ufed in her letter to the ftates^ by attribut- 
ing it to their being made in a language (hq 
did not fufRciently underftand: but he fl^ill 
mfifled, that as her majefty had worn the 
crown jewels for upwards of ten years with- 
out fuch a review as that in queftion, hav- 
ing ever been thought of by the ftates during 
all that timcj her majefty could not but con- 
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fider their conduft on the prefent occafion, 
as arifing from a diftruft, which touched her 
honour in the mod fenfible manner. He far- 
ther declared, that as to the jewels which 
had in his name been given to her majefty 
at Berlin, (he could not but look upon them 
as her own, according to one of the articles 
of the marriage-agreement. 

One would have imagined this wretched af- 
fair would have ended here ; but upon receiv- 
ing this anfwer, the ftates fent up another 
remonftrance to prove that the jewels pre- 
lented to her majefty at Berlin as a marriage- 
gift, were jewels of the kingdom, and there- 
fore infifted on a review of them. In this 
fecond remonftrance was the following cu- 
rious paflage, refleding on the fuppofed in- 
fluence of the queen : " The ftates beg that 
" your majefty, without being difturbed, 
" may be mafter of your court, and king of 
" your kingdom ; and finally, they beg (with 
*' humility) that all farther correfpondence 
" upon this and the like matter may ceafe*. 

Having 

* The fecrct hiftory of the dates making the rcviewal of the 
jeweh fo ferious an aflFair was this : The ruling party had been 
informed, that fome of the queen's jewels Were pledged at Ham- 
burgh, and their great objedt in obliging her immediately to re- 
deem them Was, to deprive her by that means of the money Which 

they 
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Having carried this point, fo mortifying 
to the king, the ftates proceeded to further 
exertions of power, of a nature flill more 
perfonally vexatious to him. 

His majefty had appointed a fub-governor 
to the prince royal. He imagined, that with 
regard to his own family at leaft, he might 
be at liberty to chufe the perfons that were 
to be immediately about himfelf and his chil- 
dren. But this was deemed too important a 
privilege to be intrufted in the royal hands. 
The ftates fhortly came to a refolution, that 
the office of fub-governor to his royal high^. 
nefs, fhonqild be abolifhed. Their letter to 
his majefty upon this occafion, is fufficiently 
curious to be inferted here. Nothing can 
^ive a more ample idea of the peremptory 
humility which accompanied their requefts 
to the throne. It was as follows : 

" Moft mighty and moft potent King, 

" Having deliberated upon the affair of 

" education, which i§ of fb much importance 

*' to your majefty and the kingdom, it has 

" appeared to us, among other things, that 

'^ the 

they apprehended (he might be able to raife for the fupport of the 
court party in the Diet. 

A young lady about the queen betrayed the fccret of the jewels, 
for which flie got a penfion fronn the ilates. 
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" the office of fub-governor to his R. H. is 
*' unnecefTary ; the ftates mufc therefore, with 
*' fubmiflion, reprefent, that fuch an efla- 
" blifhment, is altogether unufual in this 
" kingdom, and that what is pradifed in o^ 
^' ther countries, cannot be applicable to a 
" kingdom which has different principles of 
** gbvernmeut from thofe countries, 

*' In the opinion of the ftates, as long as 
" the governor is in health and vigour to 
" perform what is entrufted to his care, the 
^' office of fub-governor can hardly be pro 
^^ dui^ive of any advantage, but may very 
*' probably of fome inconvenience. 

" The ftates, in all fubmiflion, refpefl the 
** careful and tender views which have given 
*' rife to this eftablifhment of your majefty's j 
*' but they truft that they ftiew the fame 
*' refpedful and fubmifllve fentiments in 
" giving their moft earneft advice, that the 
•' above-mentioned office of fub-governor, 
^^ may be entirely fupprefled for the future, 

*' Befide which, the ftates moft humbly de* 
♦' fire, according to the right given them by 
^ the form of government, that no new efta- 
** bliihments may be made without thejr 

** knowledge, 
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*^ knowledge, in what relates to the educa- 
" tion of the princes ; and that no perfons be 
" changed otherwife than in the inftrudion 
^ to the governor." 

The ftates had no fooner abolifhed the of- 
fice of fub-govcrnor, than an addrefs appear- 
ed on their part to his majefty, containing an 
order, in the form- of a requeft. That Mr. 
Von Dalin fhould be difmiffed from his office 
of preceptor to the prince royal. They laid 
no particular crime to his charge, and it ever 
continued a fecret what they had to alledge 
againft him. But he was notwithftanding for 
the future to be refufed all manner of inter'- 
courfe with his R. H. and to abftain from 
going to court till farther orders. Two days 
after this another remonftrance was made to 
the king, in confequence of his anfwer to a 
former one, on the occafion of the fecret com- 
mittee's having chofen fenator SchefFer to be 
propofed to the ftates general for the office 
. of governor to the prince royal. 

The purport of his majefty's anfwer was, 
that though he was no lefs perfuaded than 
the ftates, of the good qualities of the fenator 
SchefFer, yet he could not oonfent, nor de- 
clare it to be his pleafure, that the above- 
mentioned 
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mentionea fcnator fhould be chofen governor 
to his fon, as the appointing to that office, 
was a right, which by the third article of the 
form of government was plearly veiled in 
him. 

Nothing can illuftrate more fully what I 
have had occafion to obferve concerning this 
form of government, than the reply of the 
fecret committee, 

" The ftates of the kingdom (faid they) are 
" legiflators, and polTefs power; two qualifi- 
*^ cations by which they are marked out in 
•* the form of government. 

'' But both the legiflature and the power 
" would be without cfTed, if obflacles or re- 
" fiftance could prevent the execution of 
'' them; or if the fentiments of the legiflators 
** were fubjed to the controul of any one elfe. 
*' His majefty has for this reafpn, obliged him- 
" felf by a folemn oath, always to agree with 
" the ftates affembled, according to the word^ 
" of the fifth article of the royal alTurances; 
" fb that their ads are, or ought to be, his 
" majefty's pleafure, Sec. &c." 

This is literally tranflated. It is obfcurely 
worded, 'but the meaning of it is fufficiently 
evident, and I think requires no comment. 

Accord- 
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^Acco^dlngly the ftates proceeded not only 
to appoint a governor to the prince royal, but 
likewife to nominate the attendants upon 
his royal highnefs's perfon. The king was 
obliged on this occafion, as on every other, to 
acquiefce. 

After thefe inftances of the plenitude of 
power affumed by the ftates, and of the im- 
potence of the royal authority, it might have 
feemed unneceffary to lay any frefh reftraints 
upon an authority already fo confined. 

But the objed of the next ftep taken by 
the ftates, feemed to be totally to annihilate 
the remnants of the few privileges the crown 
had hitherto been fufFered to poffefs. 

Some time after the above-mentioned 
tranfadions, they prefented an humble addrefs 
to his majefty, containmg an humble requeft, 
that upon fome occafions, where the king's 
fignature had hitherto been requifite to the 
difpalching of certain affairs ; inftead of fuch 
fignature, a ftamp left in the hands of the fe- 
nators, fiiould for the future be made ufe of. 

This addrefs fet forth, that according to the 
fixteenth article of the form of government, 
fiiould the king be upon a journey, or fo ill 
that he could not be troubled with public bu- 
finefs, in that cafe, the fenators ought to fign 

fuch 
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fuch difpatches as do not admit of any delay. 
That by the twentieth article of the ordi- 
nance of 1723, it was incumbent upon the 
lenators, if the king fhould defer figning 
longer than the importance of the bufinefs 
could admit of, to fign themfelves, whatever 
the ftates general fent to his majefty to be 
executed by him. That there were more^ 
caufes thznjicknefs or abjence which might pre-p 
vent the Ring's iigning what was prefented 
to him for that pur pofe j and that there were 
other affairs befide thofe refolved upon by the 
ftates general, which were of fufficient im- 
portance to require their being fpeedily dif- 
patched- For thefe reafons it was the hum- 
ble opinion of the ftates, " that for the future, 
" in all affairs without eocceptwn^ which hither- 
^ to required the fign Manual o£ the king, his 
*' majefty's name might be affixed by a ftarap^ 
** whenever the figning has not followed the 
^' firft or the fecond requeft of the feiiate/' 

But it fhould not be forgot, that in one part 
of this curious addrefs, the ftates feem fairly 
to confefs, what they conceive to be the chief 
ufe of having preferved in their form of go- 
vernment, the kingly office. " The ftates ge- 
^' neral (it is there faid) having a fcrupulous 

" regard 
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^^ regard to this confideration, that the hrgB 
^ name of the kmg, renders commands and ex-^ 
*« peditions more efFedual/' That is to fay, 
that in fad, the bulk of the people were at^ 
tached to monarchy, and that it would not 
have been found an eafy matter to goverii 
them, unlefs at leaft a nominal king appear-^ 
ed to prefide in the ft ate. 

In this manner did the Hat party, or the 
friends of France, rob the crown of its confti- 
tutional rights, tinder the pretext of fecuring 
the liberties of the nation. It could little have 
been imagined at that time, that the chiefs of 
the fame party, fhould, in a very few years, 
adopt the oppofite fyftem, and overturn the 
tX)nftitution itfelf, under pretence of procur- 
ing a proper degree of power to the king. 

It was not however to be expeded, that no 
attempts fhould be made on the part of the 
king, or his friends, to refift attacks fo fatal 
to the royal authority. But the fuccefs of 
fuch attempts muft have been very dubious. 
Force alone could enable his majefty to pre- 
fer ve or recover thofe rights which the ftates 
had thought proper to allow him no legal 
means of defending. A plot was accordingly 
fet on foot by count Brahe, baroii Horn, the 

marfhal 
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marfhal of the court, and fome others ; the ob- 
jed of which appears to have been, by means 
of exciting an infurredion among the people 
in favour of the king, and by corrupting the 
foldiers and failors at Stockholm, to reftorc 
bis majefty at leaft to ^11 the power he was 
poffeffed of at the firft eftablifhment of the 
form of government. 

This confpiracy was difcovered at the mo- 
ment the gonfpirators were going to carry 
their defigns into execution. In confequence 
of which count Brahe and baron Horn, toge- 
ther with a number of other fufpeded perfons, 
werearrefted by order of the fecret committee, 

Anatic defpotifm could not on a fimiJar 
occafion have paid lefs attention even to the 
appearance of juftice, than was confpicuous 
in the condud of the ruling party, with ref- 
ped to the trial of thefe unfortunate men. 
This, as it might have been prefumed would be 
the cafe, was referred to one of thofe extraor- 
dinary courts of judicature, the members of 
which were chofen by the ftates from among 
themfelves. 

The very title of thefe extraordinary courts, 
prove them to have been little better than ftate 
inquifitions. They were denominated ^rr^/ 
high courts of juftice, which is a contradidion 

in 
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m terms. Accordingly, no perfons except 
the parties concerned were allowed to be pre- 
fent at their proceedings. They were bound 
neither by law, form, or precedent, but their 
own arbitrary will and pleafure were to de- 
termine upon the lives and properties of their 
fellow fubjeds. 

Before fuch a court were count Brahe, ba- 
ron Horn, and their accomplices to appear. 
The members of it being chofen by the ftates, 
amounted in fad to the fame thing, as if they 
had been nominated by the ruling party, from 
among themfelves ; and confequently thefe 
were compofed of the very perfons againft 
whom the offence, with which the prifoners 
were charged, w^s committed. In any cafe 
where the charaders of judge and party are 
united, we muft have a better opinion of 
human nature than experience perhaps will 
juftify, to exped impartiality. But when the 
violence arid heat of fadion are fuperadded 
to the bias that felf-intereft gives to the judg- 
ment, it were vain to hope even for mercy. 

All the confeffions made by the perfons that 
were feizednpon this occafion, were obtained 
by torture, which horrid pradice the ordinary 
courts of juftice did not admit 

The 
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The cliief thing proved againft count Brahe 
was, his having made balls and cartridges at 
his country feat ; which the count alledged in 
his defence, had been done by the king's im- 
mediate order, and for his raajefty's defence 
in cafe of an unexpe£ted attack. However, 
this unfortunate nobleman, together with ba- 
ron Horn and fix others. Were condemned 
to be beheaded, and were executed accord- 
ingly* 

The crime for which thefe men thus for- 
feited their lives, not only was by no means 
fufficiently proved againft them to juftify 
their condemnation, but it was in itfdf of a 
very dubious nature. It never appeared that 
their defign had been to render the king an 
abfolute monarch, but only to reinftate him 
in his conftitutional rights. And, as in a 
free government, all power that is ufurped, 
whether by the crown or the popular branches 
of the legiflature, may be equally dange- 
rous to liberty J refiftance in the one cafe, 
may perhaps be as juftifiable as it is in the 
other. 

After the repeated vexations the king expe- 
rienced during the courfe of this Diet, it may 

eafily 
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cafily bfe conceived haw much this laft blow 
muft have afFeded him. 

At the beginning of it he had feen himfelf 
infulted by the treatment the queen met with 
from the ruling party; a treatment as illibe- 
ral in the authors of it, as it was humiliating 
to her majefty. The king next faw his do- 
meftic peace and tranquillity broke in upon 
by the fame party; his paternal and royal 
rights alike invaded; his children delivered 
into the hands of perfons chofen againft his 
will ; while thofe in whom he confided were 
banifhed from his prefence. Wis majefty af- 
terwards beheld the ftates ftrike at the very 
root of the fmall (hare of power he had as yet 
retained. He faw them fo loft to decency as 
to render it legal to forge his fignature, and 
to pradife the ridiculous farce of iffuing or- 
dinances in his name, and to all appearance 
with his fign Manual annexed, againft the 
execution of which he had probably protefted 
with all his might. Laftly, he beheld his 
beft friends, for having formed a defign to 
refoue him from fuch a fituation, brought to 
the fcafFold. 



He 
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He beheld this without being able to 
ftretch forth a hand to the affiftance of thofe 
who had rilked every thing to ferve him. In 
vain did he, as well as his royal confort, de- 
fcend to fupplicate in the moft humiliating 
manner thofe rigid judges who had paffed fo 
fevere a fentence, in order to obtain fbme mi- 
tigation of it; — they were harfhly refufed, 
and in a flyle as peremptory as it was difre- 
fpedful. 

Such was the fituation to which the late 
king was reduced by the French, or Hat par- 
ty, in the Diet of 1756, 
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SECTION m. 

Ftew of the political Jyjiem of the Norths with 
refpedl to Sweden \ and of the motives which 
induced England^ R^//ta^ and other foreign 
powers^ as well as France^ to interfere in the 
Swedi/h government^ during the three laji 
Diets. 

AS the objed of the French intrigues at 
Stockholm^ was manifeftly to difturb 
the peace of the North, whenever they 
thought proper^ it was not to be fuppofed, 
that the powers fituated in that part of 
Europe, would remain inadive fpedlators of 
meafures which fo highly concerned them, 

Ruffia had often experienced the effeSs of 
the influence which the court of Verfailles 
had acquired in the government of Sweden. 
She had, in confequence of that influence, 
been engaged in a moft unnecefTary war with 
the Swedes* ; and though flie had no reafon 
to regret the event of it, yet it could not be 
a matter of indifference to the court of Pe- 
terfburg, to behold fo'ncar a neighbour as 
Sweden, under the immediate dirediion of a 

♦ In 1742. 

R power. 
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power, one of whofe principal objeds ever 
fince Ruffia emerged from barbarifm, feems 
to have been to check the rife, or oppofe 
the aggrandifement of that empire. 

It was upon this principle, that through 
the mediation of France, Sweden had in 1740, 
entered into an alliance with the Porte 5 an 
alliance evidently defigned to operate againft 
Ruffia, as it was only in cafe of a war with 
the laft-mentioncd power, that any advantage 
could refult from it, to either of the con- 
trading parties. 

The king of Pruffia had alfo, during the 
late war felt the confequences of the French 
influence in the Swedifh Diets j and though 
perhaps the armies of Sweden never made 
fo contemptible a figure as on that dccafion, 
yet the part then taken by the Swedes, muft 
have been fufficient to have made his Pinffian 
majcfty fee the neceffity of overturning the 
French fyilem in a country, which, poffeffing 
in the province of Pomerania a k«y to the 
heart of his dominions, was by that meains 
enabled exceedingly to annoy him whenever 
he flaould be engaged in a war with other 
powers. 

With 
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With regard to Denmark, the interefts 
of that country relative to Sweden, have, 
in the courfe of the prefent Century, under- 
gone a total change. Peace between thofe 
two nations is now become requifite to both. 
At variance with each other, they have eve- 
ry thing to apprehend from their powerful 
neighbours: united j if not formidable, they 
are at leaft refpeCtable, and able to maintain 
their independence. 

France has long aimed at bringing about 
a clofe alliance betw^een them, in order to 
opJ)ofe their }oint ftrength to the powfer of 
Ruffia, and to render that empire open to an 
attack on one fide^ whenever the Turks 
fhould engage in a war with it on the other. 
But an alliance, formed with a view rather 
to difturb than eftablifli the tranquillity of 
the North, however it may coincide with 
the defigns of the French cabinet, could not 
but be produdive of the worft confequences 
both to the Danes and Swedes. 

If the natural antipathy, which unfortu- 
nately ftill fubfifts in fome degree between 
thofe two nations, could be fo far fubdued 
as to allow of their being conneded by a 
clofe alliance, the objed of it fhould he 

R a peace, 
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pcace^ not war; it Ihould be calculated to 
prefervc the fricndfhip, not awaken the jea* 
lou fy of Ruffia. 

The interefts of the different countries of 
Europe, are now fo interwoven with each 
other, that no material change can take place 
in the political fyftem of any one of them, 
without affeding in fome degree many 
others?. Could France therefore have fuc- 
ceeded ir^ her fcheme of uniting Sweden and 
Denmark, with a view of producing a breach 
between thofe powers and Ruffia ; whenever 
this fliould have happened, it would proba- 
bly have involved Europe in a general war. 

It is by fea only that Denmark, and Swe- 
den could receive any efFedual affiftance from 
France : but the great maritirtie powers could 
iiot poffibly fuffer a French fleet to give law 
f o the Baltick ; confequently either the Danes 
and Swedes would be deprived of the only 
fuccours they could receive from their South- 
ern ally, or France muft on their account en- 
gage in a war with the maritime powers. In 
the one cafe, they would be left at the mer- 
cy of Ruffia; in the other, the ruin of their 
trade and commerce would nccefTarily en- 
fbe. 

While 
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While therefore it is the intercft of Den- 
mark to live in harmony with Sweden, it 
likewife highly concerns her to cultivate the 
friendfhip of Huffia. The objed of the 
Danifh policy ought confequcntly to have 
been (as previous to the late revolution in 
Sweden it for fome time had been) to endea- 
vour to overturn the French fyftem at Stock- 
holm, which always tended to hoftile mea- 
fures ; and at the fame time to preferve, if 
poffiblc, the Swedifli form of government*. 

That form was by no means calculated 
to admit of Sweden's making thofe fudden 
and violent exertions of her ftrength, from 
which the Danes had, on former occafions, 
fo often and fo feverely fuffered : it confer 
quently had proved much niore favourable 
to the repofe of the North, than the unli- 
mited authority before poffeffed by the Swe- 
(difh nionarch§. Accordingly a fecret article 
of a treaty, concluded between the courts of 
Peterfburg and Copenhagen in 1766, ex- 
prefly fays, " Whereas it is of great import- 
^' tance to the two crowr^^, that: the liberty 

• Tlie late king of Denmark has been heard tq <Jeclare, that 
1>e would fooner riique the lo6 of his crown, tlian fuffer any 
ipaterial change to be m^de in the Sw^diih foriq of government, 

R 3 ''and 
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" and prcfent conftitution of Sweden, fhould 
"• be preferved entire ; and whereas of late, 
'' by means of foreign influence, feveral 
'' chstnges have been brought about in that 
" kingdom ; fo that a war has been declared, 
" and the people have been taxed, without 
" the previous confent of the three eftates 
" of the nation j by which changes the fun- 
" damental conftitution is, from one quarter 
*^ or another, conftantly expofed to be total- 
" ly overturned : tlie two high contrading 
" powers Ihall order their refpedive minifters 
" at the court of Sweden, to ad in concert 
" and confidence at all future Diets, for the 
" purpofe of maiat^ining the fundamental 
" conftitution of that kingdom; and for re- 
" eftablifhing it according to the true fpirit 
" and true fenfe of the law/* 

The very adive part taken by England 
in the three laft Swedifli Diet3^ remains to 
be accounted fpr. 

To deftroy the French influence in Swe- 
den, was certainly a point of fome importance 
to the Britifh court. It was not however of 
itfelf confiderable enough to juftify the ex- 
pence which muft neceflarily have attended 
it. But there were other objeds of the firft 

confequence 
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fconfequcnce connefted with it. A plan had 
been formed to make a grand allranc6 in the 
North, of which Great Britain and Ruffia 
were to be the principal parties ; Sweden 
and Denmark were to. follow ; and Pruffia 
was finally to be invited into it. This would 
have been an alliance cj^pable of iDSUancing 
that ftridt union Which then reigned, and ftill 
continues among the three great po\f?rs of 
the South, 

As the paflionB and inclinations of indi* 
viduals always influence public affairs more 
or lefs, this project of demolifliing the French 
fyftem in Sweden, though it perfe<Sly coin- 
cided with the ^mprcfs of Ruflia's general 
view 0f increafing her weight in Europe, and 
particularly in the North 5 yet it perhaps 
owed its origin to the ill-treatment given to 
Count Panin (the prcfent Prime Minifter of 
Ruffia) by the court of France and her 
principal partisans, when he was Minifter 
fr6m Petefrfburg at the court of Stockholm, 
The plan however was a grand one, and 
admirably calculatetf to preferve Ihe peace of 
Europe. The pacific fyftem, with refpe£t 
to this part of the globe, together with a 
clofe connexion with RuiHa, appear to have 
been ever fince his majefty's acceflion, the 

two 
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two great objeds o£ Biitifh policy.. It ww 
nattiral therefore for tlje.EnglilJi miniftry, to 
enter into a fcheme which tended tq the ob-^ 
taining of points, as beiiefipial to Englan4 
in particular, as they were adYanta§.eous tq 
the general intprefts of mankind, 

Thete w^re many caufes too whieh made 
it neceflafy for England to take a leading 
part in this d^figm- ' - 

Independent of the view of obtaining fomc 
Gomaiercial.advanta^s> in a country where 
the ballancc of trade was, and is lb exceed-? 
ingly agalnft her; f;nglai}d was the only 
power among thofe whtj united to deftroy 
the French fyftem in Sweden, againft a clofe 
conncdion with which the popular preju- 
dices of the Swedes would npt have run ejc- 
ceedingly high. The natural antipathy be- 
tween Sweden and Ruffia, is not perhaps 
inferior to that which fubfijls between Swe- 
den and Denmark J fo that, to prepare the 
minds of the Swedes for a total change of 
fyftpm, with refpp£l tp foreign politics, it 
was nepeffary that the engagemepts prepa- 
ratory tq fuch ^ change, fhould at firft be 
eptered into with a power, againft which 
the nation entertained no antipathy pf this 

fort. 
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fort There might.be perhaps other reafons 
pf a more private >i?iture for the part taken 
t)y England upon this occafion. 

The Fren<jh party had governed Sweden 
abfolutely^ without the affiilance of the 
fiOurt^ and we have fccn, by the fummary 
acGonnt given of tfie tranfadions of the 
Diet of 1756, to what a wretched ftate of 
infignifiGancy they had reduced the king. 
Foreign money had enabled the Hats to car- 
ry all their points againft the regal power; 
his Swedifh majefty therefore was juftified, 
in having recourfe to the fame means, in 
ordeF to recover thofe prerogatives which 
had been wyefled fronv hinj. 

After the enormities committed by the Diet 
pf 1756, the Swedifli court requefted and 
obtained fbme affiftance ffom England, The 
fituation of the -king and queen of Sweden 
was, about that time, placed in a ftrong 
light, by » vciy great perfopage at Stock- 
holm. 

According to the reprefentations of that 
perfonage, /'* all the endeavours, of their 
'^ Swedifh majefties to promote the true in- 
*^ tereii of the nation, had been rendered in- 
f^ effedual by the powers of corruption, which 

" France 
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" France had furnifhed to tHc parti zans of 
" her political fjrftcm. That fhe had drawn 
" to her all the fadions of the nation, who, 
*' partly for the fake of the money to be 
" diftributed, and partly froin views of pofr 
*^ feffing the revenues and pofts of the king^ 
" dbm, h^d employed ftieir talents only for 
" the fupport of their party; fo that France 
" governed Sweden with the fame eafe that 
" fhe did one of her own provinces. That 
" the public treafury had been pillaged^ the 
*' appropriation of the revenues changed^ 
" the defence of the country negleded, and 
" every branch of commerce ruined. That 
** in confequenc6 of French. influence, the 
*' flates had trampled on the rights of their 
'i raajefties, placing themfelve^ above the. 
'* laws, even the fundamental ones. 

. " That.undcr the fame influence, they had 
" entered into two ruinoius wars one after 
''another, which .brought the kingdbm to 
*' the brink of defl:ru<fiion j that every at- 
'* tempt of their majeflies / to. corred; thefq 
" abufes, produced.no other effed but to 
" augment them. Thefe attempts were fct 
'' in a bad lighj;; infinuations were thrown 
" out that foincthing was meant againft li- 
" berty; innocent perfons were brought to 

'' the 
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** the fcaffold, the unhappy vidims of their 
** love of their country •, and royalty was 
" robbed not only of the power which be- 
^* longed to it, but even of the rights and 
" prerogative of majefty.'* 

In this fituation it was natural for their 
Swedifh majefties to have recourfe to England, 
and to defire the interpofition of Great Bri- 
tain, to take them out of the trammels in 
which they had been fo long held by France. 
This was not however a point to be fudden- 
ly or eafily accomplifhed. All intercourfe 
between the Britifh court and the ruling 
powers in Sweden, had been cut off for a 
number of years ; and as the renewal of it 
muft have been fatal to tlie intereft of the 
French party in that country, it was obvious, 
that party would oppofe with all their might, 
the admiffion of an Englifh minifter at Stock- 
holm; an oppofition, which coming from 
thofe who then held the reins of government, 
could hot fail to prove an effedual bar to pre- 
vent fuch a meafurc from taking place. 

For this purpofe therefore, it became ne- 
ceflary to wait till fome favourable jundure 
fhould occur, in which either the Hats fhould 
ceafe to be all-powerful in Sweden ; or the 

friends 
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friends of the court, and the Cap party, 
fhould acquire fufficient influence with the 
fenate, to prevail upon that body, to confent 
to the admiffion of 9. Britifh miniftcn 

In the mean time it was thought proper 
in England, to prefervp a communication with 
the Swedifh court, and with thofe Swedes 
who were averfe to the French fyftem. This 
correfpondence wa$ managed by Sir John 
Goodricke at Copenhagen, till after the end 
of the war;, the French party in Sweden 
having prevailed fo far as to refufe the receiv- 
ing of a minifter from Great Britain during 
the war^ under pretence of their ftriiSl alliance 
with the French king, and that of Great 
Britain with the king of Pruifia, 

But in the latter end of the year 1763, 
juft as Sir John Goodricke was leaving Co- 
penhagen, by orders from London, on ac- 
count of the improper behaviour of the 
Swedifh Court, he fell into a negociation 
with Mr. Faxell, then charged with the 
Swedifh affairs in Denmark, which termi- 
nated in an agreement between Great Bri- 
tain and Sweden, to fend reciprocally mi- 
nifters to each other. 

The 
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The re-eftablifhment of peace had left the 
fenate of Sweden no excufe for declining 
any longer to receive a minifter from the 
king of Great Britain. Befides the very un- 
juftifiable lengths the Hat party had gone 
during the Diet of 1756, had confiderably 
fhaken the credit they had till then main- 
tained with the nation. 

In proportion as the Hats loft the confi- 
dence of the public, their antagonifts grew' 
into popularity. The bad fuccefs of the 
war againft the king of Pruflia, into which 
Sweden had been hurried by the Hat party; 
the want of money occafioned by the erro- 
neous calculations of the expences of the 
army; and the failure of France in the pay- 
ment of the arrfears due to Sweden, had in 
fome meafure opened the e^es of the na- 
tion, with refped to the pernicious confe- 
quences of their French counedions. 

For thefe reafons, as well as thfe advan- 
tages accruing to them, on- account of Sir 
Goodricke*s refidence at Copenhagen, the 
Swedifli court began vifibly to gain ground 
during the Diet held in 1760. The chiefs 
of the ruling party became more circum- 
fped in their condud, and a fatal blow 
might have been then given to the French 

fyftcm, 
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fyftem, if a great part of the' money obtained 
by the court for that purpofe, had not been 
thrown away in order to gratify private rc- 
fentment 

Little was done towards accomplifhing a 
diangeof fyftem in the Diet of 1762 j but 
the affairs of Sweden were then in fo critical 
a fituation, that nothing but a change of 
meafures could preferve them from immedi- 
ate ruin. The arrears of the French fub- 
fidies amounted at this time to between tea 
and eleven million of livres ; the payment of 
which France had conftantly evaded, tho* in 
confequence of the war undertaken at her 
infliction by the Swedifh miniftry^ they had 
run fo confiderably in debt, as not only no 
longer to be able to carry it on, but even 
to provide for the current expences of go- 
vernment. 

At length a propofal came to them from 
France,* toounreafonable to be digefted even 
by the moft zealous of her partizan^. 

Inftead of fatisfying the demands of Swe- 
den, the court of Verfailles only offered to 
enter into a new treaty with that country 
for ten years, by which they propofcd to give 

• A. D. 1763. 
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a million and a half of livres ptt annum, on 
condition that the Swedes (hould, during that 
time, allow them the ufe of fix fhips of the 
line and four frigates, all compleatly armed 
and equipped. 

A treaty of this nature highly concerned 
England, as it tended to put the whole ma- 
ritime force of Sweden into the hands of 
France. ^ 

In anfwer to this overture, the court of 
Sweden replied, that it was impoffible for 
them to hearken to any propofals on the part 
of France, till fhe had previoufly paid at 
kaft four millions of livres, of the arrears fo 
long due to them; and fo much were they 
provoked at the delays and chicaneries of 
the cabinet of Verfailles, that it was at the 
fame time given out, that if France did not 
immediately comply with, this demand, the 
Swedifh miniftry would giver their hearty 
confent that a Britifh minifter fhould be re- 
ceived at Stockholm. 

The anfwer from Paris to the requeft of 
Sweden not being a fatisfadory one, and the 
negociation with Mr, Faxell, mentioned a- 
bove, being happily concluded before the end 
of i^^Si in the month of April 1764, Sir 

John 
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John Goodricke arrived at Stockholm, with 
the charaiSer of his Britannic Majefty's En* 
voy Extraordinary to that Court. 

This was a great point gained towards 
overturning the French fyftem in Sweden, 
and preparing the way for the intended grand 
alliance in the North, 

The Britifh minifter had notwithftanding 
many difficulties to contend with ; the talk 
impofed upon him was an arduous one ; but 
his abilities were equal to it, and his fuc^ 
cefs was anfwerable to the indefatigable zeal 
with which he exerted them* 

Hitherto France had been unoppofed in all 
her manoeuvres in Sweden : to deftroy there- 
fore a fyftem which had lafted eight and 
twenty years ; that was built upon the moft 
folid foundation ; fupported by fubfidies., as 
well as by its being rendered the private in- 
tereft of the leading people in the countr/ 
to preferve it, was evidently an undertaking 
not eafily to be accomplilhed. 

The difordered ftate of the finances in 
Sweden, which it was impoffible to redify 
without the affiftance of French fubfidies, 
increafed the difficulty of fuch an under- 
taking; while the apprehenfions that thefe 

fubfidies 
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lubfidies would be withdrawn, in cafe Swei 
(len difgufted t'rance by forming an alliance^ 
or entering intd too clofe connedions with 
England, leenied to form an infuperable bar 
i:o its being accdmplifhedl. This was appa- 
rently to be done only by an indemnifica- 
tion for* tlie lofs Swedeii was to fiiftaiii by 
the non-payment of the arrears dnfe to he> 
from France; biit both England and Ruffia 
-were averfe to offering any fuch indemnifi^ 
tiatidti to Sweden^ whicli proved the chief 
bbftaclei their refpeftitre miniftcrs had to fur- 
tnount. 

On the ether hand there were, at the time 
they commenced their operations, fome cir- 
tumftances in their favour. Thcfewere prin- 
tipaily the iriibility or difihcliiiation of France 
at that jutidiire to pay the arrears due to Swe- 
den i the tot^l ^ant of internal refoiirces in that 
country, to fbppljr the deficiencies dccafioned 
by the iion-paymerit of ib corifiderable a funi j 
and the tlnfettled ftate of the parties, which 
were divided imongtliemfelves. 

The firft of thefe had confiderably dinii- 
faiflied the partiality the bulk of the nation 
had hitfierto entertained for the French fyf- 
iem. The fccond rendered the calling an 

S extra* 
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extraordinary Diet a meafure indifpeniabrf 
ncceffary. And the lall dilpofed the mindff 
of the people to a reformation of the many 
abtifes in the conftitutibn, of which party 
violence had been productive. 

We way add here, that at this time the 
conrt of Sweden gave frequent afltiTances c^ 
their bei^ ftrongly attached to his Britannic 
majefty, and the intereft of hfs crown ; and 
that nothing birt the laft ffeceffity fhouJd 
make them confent to the continuance or 
the engagements with France. What change^ 
was afterwards made in thefe good difpofiti- 
ons towards the court of Lotidoi^, we fliall 
fbon fee. 

Upon the arrival of the Ec^Iifh minifter,. 
his 6rft pbjed was, in concert with cpunt 
Ofterman, the nrinifter from? the court oT 
Peterfburgh, who having affifted at the Diet 
of 176^ h^ all the experience in SwediiE 
affairs, artd all the knowledge of the perfon^ 
and characters of thofe who took the lead in: 
the conduct of thent which was neceffary for 
the forming of a new fyftem, to pfocwe the 
convocation of a Diet extraordinary,, as pre- 
vious to this no fteps could be taken rn the 
intended changes' in the adtnittlftratidn. The 

leading: 
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leaditig ienators of the Hat party did not 
ex?ert their utmoft ftrength to defeat the en- 
deavours tifed for this purpofe^ bccanfe they 
faw that their oppofition would be fruitlefs, 
and they were ndt united among themfelves 5 
fo that a refolution xvas carried in the fenate 
totally againft the interefts of thoie who 
wfere devoted to the French fyftem, that a 
Diet extraordinary ihould be held in the Ja-* 
nuary following* 

The fuccefs o^ th« Caps on this oeaaflon, 
ifras principally owing to the fuperior abili- 
ticB of CDUot Lowenhifelm, who was the chief 
of that party in the fenate, and the great 
promoter of the negociation which brought 
the-Eugliih miniHer to Stockholm. 

Thus fiir matters were in as favourable a 

train for the views of the Caps as they could 

Wiflii but every thing depended upon the 

fuccefs of their eledions at the approaching 

Diet. In thele too, notwithfianding the great 

fuiss {pent by France on the occafion, the 

£nglifh and Ruflian minifiers took their mpa- 

' ^ures £0 well, that the Cap party appeared to 

have a oonfideratde majority in the four orders. 

In confequence of which, when the ilates 

aflbmUed ia 1765, the ttiarlfaal of the Diet, 
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and the fpeakers cff the three inferior ordersv 
were all of that party, though the French 
ambaflador was fuppofed, I know not with 
what truth, to have laid out no lefs than 
four hundred thoufand livrea upon the 
eledion of the marftial alone *. 

The Cap party being now matters of the 
Diet, the refolutfons upon which they buift 
their plan of future operatiohs were, firft, 
that the fubfidy paid by France, far from be- 
ing ufeful to Sweden, had been highly detri- 
mental to the kingdom, by engaging her in 
cxpences exceeding, at leaft, three times the 
amount of it, as well as* of the extraordinary 
additions made to it in the war. 

Secondly, that the twelve millions of ar- 
rears, which France could never be brought 
to liqxiidate, had been reduced by different 
chicaneries, according to the French accounts, 
to feven millions. 

Thirdly, that thofe fevent millions, which 
perhaps; might not be paid in feven yeiars,, 

* The ofiice of marrfial of the Diet was of the greateft Con- 
^quencc, not Only from the diffin£!ion he had in all deliberations 
in the Houfe of NobUs, btft likewife from his privilege of en- 
tering into and voting in all committees ; and above all, becaufe 
Hhc Secret Cortnmttee's cotild not be aflembled without him. 

This laft circutoftance praved to be of great confec|icieDca at 
iE« time oi the late revofution. 

were 
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were not an objed that could be brought in 
competition with a new war, or with that of 
an interruption of the beneficial commerce 
with England; on^ or both of which would 
probably happen, if the French treaty for 
fliips, were to take pltice* 

Fourthly, that the kingdom of Sweden 
had refources within herfelf fufHcient, if pro- 
perly employed, to extricate her out of her 
prefent difficulties, without the affiftance of 
any foreign power whatever, provided that 
the crown could keep clear of new engage- 
ments, or a foreign war for a certain num- 
ber of years. 

With regard to the intended reformation 
of the abufes which had crept into the con- 
ftitution, the defign of the Cap party, was 
not in any way to change the form of go- 
vernment of the year 1720, but only to re- 
efiabliih the royal authority in all its rights 
and prerogatives, founded in the laws; to 
regulate the funftions and duties of the 
fenate; and to put juft limits to the power 
of the ftates. 

It had been a favourite projed with 
JPrance, to gain a full power to the fenate, 
^ith regard to foreign affairs. As ftie diflri- 

S 3 butes 
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ferve her in foreign countries, than any other 
court in Europe, fhe> confcquently could a!-- 
ways have the majority in a body cotfnpofe4 
but of iixteen perfons, 

Other courts, left liberal in penfions to 
foreigners, and who arc fuppofed only occor 
fionally to employ moaey in fecret feryicc^ 
thought it was their general intereft to diminift^ 
the authority of the fenate in favour of the 
king and the ftates. This point therefore^ 
together with that of taking the admin^ftran 
tibn of affairs out of the hands of the 
French party, were to be the chief objeda of 
the attention of the Englifh and ^.ufliai^ 
ininifters, during the courfe of the Diet. 

But a change in the dil^ofitioa of tho 
court, which became very (hortly vifible^ 
rendered it neceflary to make an alteta^tipn 
likewife in the firft part of this plaix. 

The friends of the coiirt had hithi^to votn 
cd With the Caps: they feem however to 
have done this only to fecure the adnaa^Q 
of fome of their number into the fecret dom-i 
mittee, for fhortly after that was formed, the 
Caps found they had loft their majority in thp 
feoufeof Aobjes, vfhi<?h lyfficieotly proved 

that 
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that the court had chwiged fidca. Tb^ ex-r 
planation of this eveat furnifhea us with ^ 
clue to the revolution which hapyeued feven. 
years afterwards. 

During the Piet 176?, two years before 
the arrival of an Englifli minifter at Stocks 
holm, the court payty fiudiag themfelves dif- . 
appoiated in the quautijim of the refpurces 
they eypeiSed^ or r-athgr ha^viBg expended 
thofe ihey had upon uneifentiaj points, in- 
fiead of tpplying them tp capital ones, re- 
iblved while their credit was good, and be- 
fore their opponent^ found out the wcaknefs 
of their frnancejs, to enter into a compofition, 
defired at that time by fxymp of the chiefe of 
the French party, in order to clofb that Diet 
tipon the beft terms they could, their fears 
pf Ruffi* then runmng very high. The 
perfons treated with on this occafion, agreed 
to pay fome of her majefty*s debts, to repeal 
kn ad of the former Diet, which was very 
ofFenfive both to the king and queen, to re- 
ftore the credit of* the court, by admitting 
feveral of thofe who had been moft «ealous 
in that inteireft to fome pf the beft employ- 
ments j and laftly^ they promifed^ on the 
firft meeting of a Diet, that they would con- 
ferifc to new inteiipretattons being made of 

thofe 
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^hofe paffages in the fundamental laws, the 
fenfe of which had been perverted by former 
affembiies, to the prejudice of the royal au-r 
thprity. 

The particulars of this agreement were 
known only to a fewj but the confequences 
of it had given difguft to many of the op- 
pofcrs of the French fyftem, who were not 
pleafed to find two of its principal advo- 
cates well received at court, and to all ap- 
pearance in great confidence with the queen. 

Their difapprobatiqn of it was; afterwards 
juftifijed by the eyent. Frpm fhat time thofe 
of the French party, who by thi« means ha4 
gained accef? tq Ker ipajefty, ufed their ut? 
poll endeavour^ to prpdwce a breaph betyireeii 
the court and the Caps 5 JDUt it yvas iiot till 
after the cpmmpnqemejit pf tjie Diet pf which 
we are ijow treating, (hat the fupcels of thi§ 
attempt vfas publickly known, though before 
the time that the difafFe£lipn pf the court 
became yifible^j fppie private informations 
were given tq the leaders pf the Gaps, that 
one pf thp chipfs of the oppofite party had 
pngag^d the Frepqh ^mbaflador in a new 
treaty with the quceii of Sweden, by v^hicl* 
he was to endeavour to perfuade his court, 
*" '^' * ' ^ that 
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jftiat the only way of efFedually breaking the 
nieaftire§ of the Gaps was, to beftow the for 
vereign authority on the king of Sweden, 
upon condition that the French alliance 
jjiojild be preferyed. 

Here then was at once unravelled the 
whole myftery of the variations obfcrved in 
the condud of the Swedifh court: which 
had now undertaken to protedl thofe per- 
fons they had once defired to remove from 
the helm 'of government, and to fupport 
that fyftem which they had fo openly declap- 
ed againft from the beginning of the Pruflian 
war to that time, 

Deferted by their Swedifh majefties, the 
Englilh and Ruffian n^inifters, with whom 
the Pruffian envoy had about this titpe rcr 
ceived orders to ad in poncqrt, found them- 
fclves obliged to proceed upon a new plan. 

To increafe the regal power at the expeijce 
of the fenate, could form jio longer any part 
of it} and all they had now to do was, to 
acQuire as great an influence in that body as 
prance had formerly pofleffed there. 

For this purpofe it was, neceflary they 
ihould try to obtain the difmiffion of thofe 
fenators who had ever pripved themfelve? 

the 
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ike rooft firentiou3 advocates for the Preach 
fyilem, and to have their places fuppHed by 
(wh of the Cap party aa were wdl-wi(hers 
%o the courts of London and Peterfburgh* 

In the mean time the partizans of France 
were not idle. In order to flop the clamours 
of the nation refpe^iing the delay of the 
l«yment of the Fr^ich arrears, they had 
fffevavled upon the court ^ VerfaiUcs td 
make a new propofal to that of Sweden,, hy 
which they offered to pay twelve millions of 
Uvre* in eight ye^rs, at the rate of one mik 
lion five hundred thoufand per annum \ 
This propofal the fenate thought proper to 
accept, however ihort it had fallen of the 
juft demands, of Sweden upon France; but 
the diftreft .fiate of the finances of the king^ 
dom, had rendered them eager to graip at; 
any thing that they thought would extricatft 
them out of their prefent difficulties. 

The Hat party had likowii^, by their h^ 
ing united with the friend? of the court, ^ 
confidexable maprity in the houfe of nobles | 
and the French arabaffador fpared ncithfix 
pains nor expence to detach the other orders 
from the Englifh fyftem, ' ^^ 

- ^ The 
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The fecret conamittee however, in wbidx 
the Caps had entirely the afeendency, pro-> 
cceded ac^rding to the plan laid dovm by 
the leaders of that party. In order to (hew 
the French they had loft their ioi^iience ia 
the Diet, and to flop the fupplies for the pur^ 
ppfes of corruption, which their amlpfafTador 
at Stockholm expected from Paris^ the corn^ 
mittee voted it unneceflary to keep an am^ 
baflador at the court of FrancOt. 

IPheir next refolution was, that no left 
than feven of the fenators had abufed the 
confidence that had been placed in them, by 
the ftates, and therefore wjre no longer to 
be trufted, Thefe were the chief fupporters 
of the French fyftem ^ and their difmiflion, 
in order to make room, in the fenate for the 
fame member of the oppofite party, correC. 
ponded exadly with the views of the EngHfli 
^T\d Ruffian minifters, 

But a moft ext^raordinary change appeared, 
on thi^ o^^afion in the difpofitioiv of the 
X)iet, 

When the houfc of nobles divided on the, 
qucftion^ whether they ihould approve of 
tho refdliition of the Secret i^offwnittec, ref-. 
jwSipg the coa^ffii^on pf thf^ fepAtors, with^ 
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out farther deliberation or not, it was carri- 
ed, as might have been expeded, againft the 
Caps; but in the order of the clergy, in 
which the Cap party had hitherto had the 
raoft decifive majority, to the great aftonilh- 
ment of the leaders of that party, the votes 
iipon the fame queftion were equals and it 
was agreed to refume the debate another 
time. Among the burghers, where too the 
Cap party had till then greatly the afcenden- 
cy, after much difputing, it was carried only 
by two votes, to approve of the refolution 
of the committee. As to the peafants, they/ 
did not take up the affair at all. 

This fudden change among the orders in 
favour of the Hats, was as alarming to thQ 
leaders of the oppofite party^ as it had been 
upexpe^ed by then?. The whole Diet ap- 
peared now to be overturned; and all that 
thp Englifh minifter had been labouring to 
accompli fh, feemed to be defeated in a mo- 
ment. The French party, imagining they 
had recovered thp fuperiority, immediately 
declared they would make a new marfhal of 
the Diet, break the fecret committee, reftora 
two of the fenators who had refigned, from 
the apprehenfions of the Caps, and totally 
pndo all that h^d been done. This event 

furniftie^ 
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furnifhes a moft ftriking inflance of the 
dreadful corruption which prevailed in the 
ftates, as the refult of it does how bare-faced 
that corruption muft have been*. 

The fa<Sl was, the day before the above- 
mentioned queflion was to come on in the 
plenum, the French ambaflador had fpent 
no lefs a fum than feven thouland pounda, 
and his emiffaries were employed the whole 
night in diftributing more among the diffe- 
rent orders. The clergy alone were fuppofed 
to have had at leaft three' thoufand pounds 
divided among them. 

However the alarm of the Caps and the 
triumph of their antagonifts upon this occa- 
fion, were equally fhort-lived J and the am- 
baflador had the mortification to find that he 
had been at a great expence .without having 
carried his point, 

Meafures were fo well taken by his oppo- 
nents, that the clergy were regained the next 

• Some time before the riieeting of this Diet," it was pubMckly 
propofed in a club of burghers, that ever/ man ihould take what 
tnoney was offered, but vote accordmg to hrs own confcieAce 
notwithftanding. This was done to frighten the French from 
corrupting, and it had the defired effe6l ; for the Hat part^ 
thought it more fafe to make only promifes ; and the afcendencf 
of the Cap part/ among the burghers was qbikfLy owing to this. 

day } 
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day ; and idbea the iame queftion came oA 
again before the orders^ it was carried in the 
three inferior ones by no inconiidcrad)le ma-* 
jority, to approve of the refolution of the 
fecret committee : fo that the difmiflion of the 
fenators took place« 

Shortly after this^ count Lowenhielm, chief 
of the Caps in the fenate, was chofen pre"" 
£dent of the Chancery; and as twelve out of 
the fixteen fenators were now heartily c^po** 
£te to the French fyftem, little more feemed 
arquifite to be done to complete the deftruc** 
tion of the influence whicii the court of 
Verfailles had fo long maintained in Swe-» 
den. 

But the Eng)i(h add Rtlffian itiiiiiilers had 
Aill one great difficulty to contend with, be- 
fore they could effe^aily ttc&t a iyftem of 
their own in the room of that they had been 
able to overturn. A foreign alliance was ab^ 
iblutely requifite to give liability to the new 
miniftry. To form an alliance with Sweden 
was alfo the objed of England and RnlTia ; 
yet there was an almoft infuperable bar td 
prevent this roeafute from taking place : this 
was the conflant refufal of England to give 
any fubfidies, Ruffia had likewife always 

declared 
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dcdareti againft them : antl indeed it wotrftt 
have been at that thne a bold ftroke in the 
Caps to have ventured upon accepting a fnb- 
fidy from Ruffia, even had ibe been difpofed 
to give one, on aoconnt of the jcaloufy which 
has ever fubfified between the two nations ; 
and the fear the Swedes had of giiang the 
court of Peterfburgh any pdblic in^flocfice in 
their government. 

Befides, another opinion prevailed among 
the people, that if the French fubfidies 
were loft, their contributions muft on that 
account be increafed: hence an alliance with^ 
England, mnlefs prododiv^ of a fnhCidy^ 
could not fail to be an lanpopular idea« The 
ienate had therefore great apprehcnfions with 
regard to defending their coadopt in a fix- 
ture Diet, IhoBld they rejcd fo coaalideiahle 
a ft;im dtie to them by the okt fyftem, witfa^ 
out making fure of fbme afiifiante by means 
of the new one; and they efteemed it indif- 
penfebly neccflary for them to obtain finnc 
objed to preifent to the natioin, which might 
foe confidered as a conipenfation for the Itxfs 
of the ten millions and a half of livres fiiU 
due to thcni from France, and which the 
Ftench coiirt wmM not &it to fixtd a pre- 
tence 
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tence for not paying, fhould any alliance be 
made between England and Sweden* 

In this fituation of things the ptincip^i 
leaders o£ the Cap party judged that nothing 
would be more expedient than a fimple trea-^ 
ty of friendfhip between the two kingdoms; 
the general intention of which Ihould be to 
give no umbrage to France for the prefent; 
and yet upon the foundation of this treatjr, 
the fecret committee might be able to frame 
inftraftions for the condudl of the fenatc^ 
between the Diets, in a manner that would 
br€^k the French fyftem entirely. This trea- 
ty met with many difficulties in its progrefs, 
from the apprehenfions entertained by the 
Swedifh miniftry of forming any engage- 
ments where no fubfidy was to be given. 
The abilities of the negociator howevef ovef- 
came them all, and it was figned the fixth 
of February 1766. The chief article of it 
was, that the fubjeds of each nation were 
to enjoy reciprocally in their refpedive king- 
doms, ports, and harbours, all the advan- 
tages and immunities which the moll fa- 
voured nation did then, or might after-' 
wards enjoy. Inoffcnfive as this treaty was, 
prance affeded to be exceedingly diffatisfied 

witfe 
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with it, a$ Weil as ftirpr issed at its beiftg coh^ 
eluded without having been ppevioufly com- 
municated to her. She accordingly made ufe 
of it as a pretext for putting off the pay- 
ment -of a part of <fee fubfidies, which had 
been then fome lime 4ue^. She further 
threatehed, that in cafe Sweden entered in- 
to a defenfive Alliance with England, that 
ihe wcmld deprive the Swedifh ihips of all 
the advantages they poffefled in the ports of 
France, There is fomething in the French 
ambaffador* s declaration to the SwedHh mi- 
niftry on this occafion, which gives fo true 
an idea of the dependence in which Sweden 
wap held by France, that it deferves a place 
here. 

*'Trhe true reafon,*fay3 he, of the delay of 
^ iSre payment of the fubfidies is, that his 
*^ Moft C. M. had made, in confequence of 
" treaties which he religioufly obferved, cer- 
*' tain political arraligements relative to his 
*> intertor affairs 5 that one of thefc arnmgc-- 

* There was an article m a treaty made between Sweden and 
FVanoe in 1738, tfnd refiewed in 175S, bf which tfcey re^eftive^ 
I7 engoi^ed notto «nter int^ or renew any ueaty, conv^tion, or 
alliance, under any name whatever, with any power whatever, 
bift wkVa c?omftioii<onrent. 

France kadiv)wey«r adhered to this only when ike tkoi^ght 
proper. 

T . " ments 
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" mtnts of Ws majefty, with rcgaid to tBe? 
" >k^th was, that Sweden ftiould conclude^ 
'^sko treaty without his n>a>efty's eoflfent. 
" That in contempt of this engagement,. 
" the motive of the fubfidies of France t^ 
"the Swedifh court, Sweden had made a> 
" treaty with a forerg* power, without wait- 
** iiig for the coi^fcnt ©f his- C. M. That 
" Sweden, not attending, to this engagement,, 
" had deranged the political views of his ma- 
" jelly, as the non-payment of the fubfidies 
" would derange the OBconX)miGal views of 
" Sweden;' 

It is time to take feme tfotice of the cofi- 
dud of the court. After the affair of the 
difmiffion of the fenators, they no longer 
kept any meafure with . the Caps,, or con- 
cealed their having entered into the cloieft 
connedions- v\?ith the French ambaffii- 
don 

A treaty of matrrage had been Tome timer 
on foot between the Prince Royal of Swe- 
den,, and the.Princefs of Denmark. This 
was a point concerning the fuccefs of which 
the Danes were exceedingly anxions, but to 
which the Swedifh court bad ever appeared 
much avtrle. They, however, made pro- 
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f)ofals to the Danifh minifters thfotigh the 
French ambaffadoi^, infinuating, that if the 
court of Denmark would give fome money, 
and join intirely with the French party, the 
court's averlion to the marriage might be re- 
moved. This obhged the Caps to .make the 
marriage themfelves, in order to keep Den- 
mark firm to her engagements with them ; 
but by fo doing, they greatly widened the 
breach that already fubfifted between them 
and the court-party. 

Thefe backed by France appeared, at 
length, to have come to a refolution to at- 
tempt the re-eftablifhment of ah abfolute 
government in Sweden. The plan upon 
which they proceeded, was, to endeavour to 
create an open quarrel between the* houfe 
of nobles and the other orders ; to haften 
the conclufion of the Diet ; and to work im- 
mediately upon the means of obtaining ano- 
ther 5 to decry in till the, provinces what had 
been done by the Caps in that Diet j to in- 
finuate that they were governed by Ruffia ; 
that Sweden would become a province to 
that empire 5 that the Swedifh manufadurers 
would be driven out of the country to ob- 
lige England J and finally, that thefe difor- 

T 2 dcrs 
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6trs 'iovM fcmly be ireinedicd hj defiling the 
king to interpofe hfe isitith&fky. 

It tvas t^ot lomg before there appeared 
prooft by :nb rtieatts eqmvocaJ cf the reality 
DFfttch^dcfign. 

A perlbo natned HcrfFman, who pretended 
toa<^ by the king's orders, excited an infur- 
Jredion in one of the provinces : btrt, upon 
!iis not being able to produce thofe orders, he 
Wa$ delivered tip by the peaiants, and 
brought to Stockholm* Upon his trial it 
Vpp^kttAy that this ^ had been a concerted 
plan; ^tiXttA inf^rfedlion vras defign^d at 
the feme tiaie in three otJier provinces; and 
ti)at Hoffinan had disconcerted the whole 
^merpria^ <as wefi as tvined hinkfelf, by 
hi$ precipitation m not waiting for the day 
ftppoint&d for iu being oarried i&fo e^euti^ 

It is to be regrcfttcd tliat trpon this wcafi^ 
on, the Caps had iwourie to one of thofe 
odions tribunals, c^ which an iacctftmt has 
^een already given. 

Its eftabl^iftiment was violently pppofed by 
the Hat party ; who forgetting: what, they 
did themfelvcs in 1756, londly proclaimed it 
to be an inqnifition fet up fot perfccutien; 

and 
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aiid it moft be owned the Cap party equally 
departed from the maxims they then laid 
<Jow«, of hayi©g no extraordinary tribunals 
for the future. Their condud was, howe- 
ver, very di£fe«eat from that of their op- 
ponents in fiwuJar eiroumllanccs : they care- 
fully aveided carrying their incpiiries too far, 
in order to pi^veat much effufion of blood : 
and Hoffman and two others only were con* 
<lenined to be beheaded. 

An the court had kept c^ late no meafufes 
with theCaps^ not withftanding their being all 
powerful in this Diet; fd that party, on the 
othier band, appeared refblved to obfer^w 
jdone with the court. 

It was remarked^ on a former occafiori, 
ihat the king's poflefling fo fmall a (hare of 
poVv^er, Was not only a great defe£t in the 
Swediih conftitution, but alfo a circumftance 
idangerow to the Ubertifis of the nation. 

Hitherto the Caps appeared to have been 
4}{ this opinioa ; and we have ' feen that at 
the oommencement of the Diet, part of their 
plan was to increafe the regal power, and 
diminifli that of the fenate. 

But when the Swedifh court had thought 
proper to throw themfelvcs entirely into the 

arms 
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arms of France, it certainly, became a point 
of fomc difficulty to determine how the 
friends of England and of Ruffia were to 
ad. The offers of France to their Swedifh 
majefties were of fuch a nature; that the 
Cap party could hardly flatter themfelves 
they fhould be able to detach the court from 
the French intereft, by any propolkls they 
could jufl:ify themfelves in making. 

They, therefore, perhaps erroneoufly, 
thought it fafeft, inftead of augmenting 
the regal power as they had at firft projeded, 
to lay new reftraints upon it This they 
accordingly did in a very material article. 

The king, as it has been fhewn, was al- 
lowed by the form of government to take 
his choice of three perfons prefented to him 
by the ftates, any one of whom he might 
appoint tQ the office of fenator, whenever 
a vacancy happened in the fenate: and by 
this means no perfon exceedingly obnoxious 
to his rpajefty coijld be forced upon hinx. 
But the Cap party now came to a refoluti- 
pn, that fliould a candidate for the fenatori- 
al office be three times prefented by the 
ftates to the king and rejeded by him, the 
ftates might theuj if they thought proper, 

prefent 
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|jrefent him a fourth time alone, in which 
cafe his majefty fhould no longer have it 
in his powier to rejed him. This certainly 
was not the way 4o reconcile ?the king to a 
form of ^government, the reftraints qf whidi 
upon tke joyal .sauthc^rity had already ex- 
haufted bis patience. 

To counter-balance, however, this impru- 
dent flep, tthe Cap party caufed another re- 
jfelution to he pafled in the diet, in which 
there appeared much wore wifdom iham in 
tiic pceceding one* 

This was, that no change fhould be made 
in the fundamental laws, unlefs it was pro- 
pofed in one diet and agreed to in another 
by all the four ordeals. Nothing could be 
better calculated to give a degree of ftabili- 
ty to the Swedifh government, of which it 
was never before -poffeffcd. 

Not only all fudden refolutions of the 
ftates refpedrng changes of this nature, fre- 
quently the effefts of the heat of party or 
violence of fadion, were by this means 
guarded agaipft 5 but the nation had a fur- 
ther fecurity for their liberties, in thje nega- 
JEiye here given to any one order, in all x:oor- 

ftitutionaj 
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ftitutional qucftipns, upoo.thc propofitions of 
the other three. 

In coafequenee of the firft of thefe refo-- 
lutions. Baron Iteben having been three 
times rejcfllcd by the king, when prefented 
ibr the office of fenator, the ftate& appoint-^ 
ed him to that office without farther cere-r 
moay. 

His majefty refufed to fign bis patent, 
faying, they might ftamp his name to it if 
they pleafed; and it was faid the queen 
would not fiifFer the new fenator to kl:fo 
her hand,, as was cufkimary on thofe occa-f 
lions. 

The king fhordy afterwards took a ftill 
bolder ftep. Upon three perfons being pre- 
fented to him for the office of fecretary of 
ftate, he, of his own authority, and contra-r 
ry to the exprefs words of the form of govern* 
ment, named a fourth to it. This condud 
of his majefty fufficiently indicated that he 
had fome fecret reliance upon his being pow- 
erfully fupported in thefe attempts, and that 
what had been done in the courfe of the diet 
would not he of long duration. In the mean 
time,, the marriage of the Prince Royal with 

the Pringefs of Deomark was. concluded under 

the 
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the aufpiccsf of the Caps* : after wEich it 
was determined to put an endta the diet 

During the courfe of it, the French in- 
fluence would have beeh completely over- 
turned, had England or Ruffia authorised 
their minifters to offer a fubfidy : but, con- 
fidering the many difficulties^ their not be- 
ing allowed to make any f^ch offer threvr in 
their way, the change they effected in the 
mteriorof Sweden^ as far as related to th^ 
adminiftration, the fenate, and the difpofi- 
tion of the diet, was infinitely more than in 
their circuroftanqes there was any reafon to 
expert they could have ajccomplilhecj. 

Count Lowenhielm, at this time a deter- 
mined oppofer of French meafures, was now 
at the head of affairs. Of the fixteen fena- 
tors, twelve were the faft friends of the 

• The ftates gave many inftances cm the occafioH of this 
mwTtagc, of that Ihtienefs and illft)eraUty of mind, wWch it 
ffiuA be catfeflcd. too frequently malted fktar coodua. 

They created a variety of diQ>utes concerning, the reg,ulatIon 
of the moft trifling ceremonies. The king had intended after 
the marri^ge^ to giv^ aa entmtaliunenl at ooe of hi* cownrtry* 
houfes, but the fecret comnuttee ordered him to give it at 
Stockholm. 

Upon the arrival of the Princ«li, the ftate& interfered fe far 
as to nominate even the ladies of the bed-chamber. Her 
Itoya) Highnefa tequefted that flie natght b^ aRowed to appoint 
to. that office herfdf. It. was at len|i^ refoU«d that this. fcfluM 
be left to «hek»§. ' . 

Engliih 
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Bnglilh and Ruffian fyftcm ; and the in- 
ftrudlons framed by the fecret committee 
to regulate the condud of the fenate, were 
evidently c^culated to give a final blow to 
French influence, and promote a union be- 
tween Sweden and England. 

Py thefe the Swedifh miniftry were order- 
ed to declare to the Britilh envoy, that Swe- 
den was at prefent at liberty to liften to the 
propofals of England for a dcfenfive tfea^ 
ty. 

In cafe an alliance was formed in the 
North, in confequence of the union of the 
South, the^wediih rainiftry were to enter 
into it preferably to any other fyftem, whe* 
ther by feparate, whether by acceflary trea- 
ties; they w^re to accept of no propofition 
on the part of France, 'till what was flipu- 
lated by the treaties of 1757 and 1758 was 
completely fulfilled, and the money due from 
her to Sweden paid •, and even then they 
were to enter into no engagements with that 
crown, which could prevent or check the 
great plan above-mentioned. 

Laftly, by the Uml refolution of the com^- 
tnittee, the public expences were provided 
fox'till 1770, without reckoning upon thp 

French 
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French fubfidies, which was the principal 
point reh'ed on by the friends of France^ 
for obliging the fenate to call a new diet. 

Such was the refult of the diet concluded 
the I ith of Odlober 1767. 



SECTION IV. 

Containing a Jketch of the tra/ifaSlions preceding 
the calling of an extraordinary Diet in 1767, 
and of the changes brought about during that 
Diet. 

IN fo fluduating a government as that of 
Sweden, where venality and corruption 
had arifen to a height fcarcely credible, and 
where the total indifference of thofe entruft- 
ed with a fhare in the legiflature to the pub- 
lic good, could be equalled only by their 
ignorance of the true interefts of their coun- 
try ; it could little be expeded that the new 
fyftem of politics, produced by the joints 
labours of the Englifh and Ruffian minifters, 
. fhould long refift the attacks that would cer- 
tainly be made upon it. 

No fooner was this Diet diflblved, than 
the Frepch aijd court parties fet all engines 

at 
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at wofk, in order to diftreft tEe miniftfjr, and 
pampel the fenatc to convoke another. 

The miniftry attempted to get a loan from 
Genoa of a hundred and fifty thoufand 
pounds fterling: had they obtained it, the 
defenfive alliance with England might pof- 
fibly have been concluded without a fubfi- 
dy : but France, not content with perfifting 
in her laft refufal to pay the ten millions and 
a half of livres ihe owed to Sweden> inter^ 
fered alfo on this occafion. The duke de 
Cboifeuil told the Genoefe minifter at Paris 
in plain terms, that the king his matter 
having reafon to be difpleafed with the con- 
du£l of Sweden, and having learnt that the 
fubjedJs of the republic were going to lend 
a large fum of money to that country, he 
had his majefty's orders to write to the re- 
gency to forbid any fuch loan. In confc- 
quence of this, the government of Genoa 
•fcnt an order to the principal perfon concern^- 
ed, and to the bank, to put a ftop to all far- 
ther procedings, either with regard to the 
fubfcription*, or the remittances. 

It was fhortly made no fecret that the 
court of Verfailles projeded to give more 

,* This prtAibitiop was fomc months afterwardi taken ofF h^ 
the Genoefe government, in confequence of the remonftrances 
pf the Swediih minifter at Vienna. 

power 
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pcwer ltd the kiiig bf Sweden. Fmntfe olTeiu 
cd the pay^a^en 'of four iiailliQnjB ^nd A haff 
(rf livres, oa cotidition thsbtS^ST^deHoreni^wetl 
thfe treaty of 1 73 8: and the Ffencb party 
:^tead reports ali over the . jjJoyiiaia&s «aioi^ 
the peafaftls^ that if the money from Frafioef 
TVas obtajjftedv, their contribiitioiafS wo*ld her 
taken off. This the Hats imagined wtmlA 
occ^fion fiich clamours for an extraordinary 
Diet, as it would be impolfibie for; the fenate 
to ijefift. ' . 

In the mean time perfons were appoiiitiecl: 
by that body, to threat with the Englifh mini- 
fler.on ^the fubjed. of th^ defenfive alliance^ 
But the . negociation went on flowly^ as *the 
detejriininatio(n in England, not to give a»y. 
fi^^?fidy, proved an Jnrupej^k obftabJe,,to iH 
fuii3c@fs.. .; Jl'he fl^ of doing, fomethipg 
tp;; balance,^ die J^ove-jncntipncd offer .of 
lyr^ncej iu t\^i^^cso£ the, pepple, was odi- 
ous. The Swedifh dematid Hpon England 
was fifty thpufand pounds. , The jTcnate pro- 
poled that this jTujbiidy Should not comittehce 
tiil;the end of two years/ and* that it was to 
be paid only during iive/ though the treaty 
Was liot to expire in leFs than ten. Ifhe Bfi- 
tifh minifter, in his anfwer to this propofaf, 
-■ - " " foftehed 
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foftcned as much as poffible the refiifal of the 
fubfidy: It was however too evident, that 
the fenate, although perfe<3Iy well inclined 
to it, dared not proceed in the bufinefs, with- 
out procuring fome indemnification for the 
lofs Sweden would fuftain of the French ar- 
reai*s, in cafe (he formed any connedions with 
England. 

While this affair remained in fufpence, the 
French arid court parties continued indefati- 
gable in their endeavours to diftrefs admini- 
ftration. 

They at length conceived a projed, which 
fheyjuflly imagined could not fail to render 
an extraordinary Diet abfolutely neceffary. 
This was, that the king fhoiild declare to the 
fenate he was refolved to abdicate the crown. 
The court and' French party were at the 
fame time to guarantee to his' niajefty, that 
the flates, when- called togetheri (hould re- 
iquel^ of him to refume' it. 

Agreeable to this projedi the king produc- 
ed a written paper in the fenate, which he 
defired the prince royal to .read, and to deli- 
ver in order to 6e^ inferted .in- the proto- 
col. 

: It fet forth, « That the king had been call- 

"ed 
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** cd to the throne by the free choice of the 
^'ftates. 

" That he had laboured for the bappinefs 
" dnd for the liberty of his people 5 but that 
** as foon as the late king was dead, the ftates 
** exaded from his prefent majefty an affu- 
** ranee, conceived in much llronger terms 
"than that which had been given by his 
" immediate predeceffor ; that afterwards the 
^' ftates had abridged his rig.hts and prerqga- 
^' tives, fo as to render him only the firft flave 
** in the nation. 

*• That in the preceding diiet, they had 
" again made regulations prejudicial to hiH 
" rights, to which he declared he would never 
** give his confent j nor to the appointment 
** made by the ftates of County Ppffe, to be 
** about the perfpn of his fon/* , 

Upon this two fenators were^ent to the 
king, with a reprefentatio© aj^cqrnipgj th^ 
neceffity of putting the orders, <jf the ftates 
into execution, as well as of his fignlng.th^ 
new regulations.} but his majefty abfolutely 
refufed to do it. 

Nothing ^yas in-the meai^ tiine left undone 
by the French Jjarjy^ tp pr^parftithe minds 
of the people for the extraordinary ftep it 

wad 
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was Intended his majcfty fliould take of ab- 
dicating the crown. 

The prince foyal, in a tour he made 
through the kingdom, during which his 
winning addrd& and amiable mannecs gained 
him great popularity, coUeded a variety of 
complaints, to fhew the neceffity of calling 
the ftates, in order to redrefe the grievances 
which occa£ti(ned ^em. 

* AM the governors in the French intereft 
were pf evatled upon to draw gloomy piflures 
of their refpedive provinces; rcprefenting 
that their rnttaufadhices were ruined, and the 
people in tfac rgrcatcft mifery. 

- The tnetehant^ hTtcwife, who were for the 
n!M3ft part ih flie fatne intereft, endeavoured 
t^ l&wer the coutfe of exchatigc, in order to 
put a ftop the workhlg of the iron forges. 

In Ihort e^fyineaJufe was tak-en by the 
Htfts that <X3it\& em!barra& - ^(faniniftration, 
fedwever iruiflous it might firove to the conn- 
try: • ' ^ •'•''• ' ' - • 

The fcnate, in brder to defeat the main at- 
tack of their oppofers, refolved not to call 
aniixtrao^diflary Dfcftiipon'tiiiy**«bal decla- 
rMion of tbft iiftg's-, bmt <«ily in cafe he 

j: f; •. .1'!:- I : . -. .^ itgned 
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figned a formal ad of abdication, to which 
they imagined the queen would never give 
her confent. 

It is certain, their agreeing to call another 
meeting of the ftates at that jundure, would 
in fad have been to confent to their own de- 
pofition* When the French party was over- 
turned in the preceding Diet, the nation ex* 
peded that the Caps would have been able 
to have formed a new fyftem abroad, as well 
as at home ; which (hould they fail to ac- 
complifh, it was impoflible for that party to 
maintain themfelves in the adminiftratioii : 
they might then be accufed indeed with fome 
juftice, of having thrown away the fubfidies 
of France, and broke off all connexion with 
that country, without having gained any new 
ones tocompenfate for the lofsof the old. 

Sometime in February 1768, the king, in 
purfuance of the plan of the French party, 
had propofed to the fenators to call a new 
Diet. This propofal was then rejeded * by 
thirteen voices, only one of the fenators vot- 
ing with his majefty. The Hats were how- 
ever determined to renew the attack on the 
firfl favourable opportunity. The death of 
count Lowenheilro, which happened fhortly 

U afterwards f 
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afterwards j the war which broke Out abotit 
this time between Ruffia and the Porte-, and 
the arrival of a new French miniftcr at Stock-* 
holm, feemed to have furnifhed them with, 
as favourable a one as they could have d&- 
fircd, . 

The death of the count was a fatal blow 
to the Cap party ; whilft the war between 
the Ruffians and the Turks gave new life* 
and vigour to the Hats. 

It was now therefore determined to carry 
into execution the long-projeded plan of 
the king's abdication. 

His majefty however, having fome appfe- 
henfions on the occafion^ previoufly fent to 
five of the chiefs of the French party, anA 
declared to them he thought the meafures 
propofed to him too hazardous, without his 
having fome fecurity that the promife made 
on their part fliould be performed. He 
therefore required a folemn engagement from 
theni, that th6 reft df the plan of the court 
of France, and of that formed for the change 
of government, fhould be the firft bulinefs 
entered upon by the ftates in the enfuing 
diet, and finifhed before any other was un- 
dertaken J to which they all agreed. 

Encouraged 
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Bneoufaged by this, the king on the twelfth 
of December 1768, having refufed to fign art 
ad prefented him by the fenate, addreffed a 
letter to that body; the purport of which 
was, " that when, fometime before^ the ma- 
*' jor part of the fenators objedcd to the call- 
'* ing of the ftates, tho' his majefty had ac- 
^' quiefced in their refolution, yet, it was 
" without the leaft convidlion, as to the prin- 
" ciples on which their objedions were 
" founded. That fince that time, the pub- 
" lie diftrefs had daily increafed; for the 
" truth of which he referred them to the 
" many petitions prefented to his fon j to the 
" fudden decay of the iron works, trade^ 
," and manufactures ; and to the negled even 
" of the cultivation of the Iand» That his 
" paternal heart could not but be afHided at 
'' the thoughts of the weight of the prefent 
" taxes, and the Unheafd of diftreffes which 
'* the raifing of them occafioned. That by 
*' the fudden fall of the courfe of exchange^ 
^' his fubjeds had been forced to pay a third 
"more than they^had confented to give*j 

* There is hardly any ipecic in Sweden ; and though the 
nominal value of the paper-money in that conn ry. continues al- 
ways the famC) the current value of it is perpetually Varying^ 
It is by its nominal value that the taxes are paid : hence thefe 
may be faid to increafe in proportion as its current value in- 

U ^ ** that 
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*^ that he was obliged to take notice of this^,, 
" as by his folemn oath he was bound top 
•^ preferve his fubjeds inviolably in the en- 
" joyment of their rights and privileges^ 
" That he did not lay the fault of this illegal 
" taxation on the fenate j but from whate- 
^ ver caufe it had arilen, the nation had a 
** right to examine whether they would grant 
^ it Of not •, that is to fay, the ftates muft be 
" affemblcd as foon as poifible. If, added 
^* he, contrary to my expedlatiorss, the fenate 
*• fhould ftill objed to it, I am forced hereby 
*♦ to declare, that in that cafe I do renounce 
^ the burthen of government, which the 
^ tears of fo many of my diftrefled fubjeda^ 
•* and the decaying, ftate of my kingdom ren- 
^ der iiitolerabte to me y referving to my- 
** felf,^ when my faithful counfellors the ftatea 
** are affembled, to declare to them my rea- 
** fbns for having till then kid down the 
** government. In the mean time I forbid 
" moft ftridly the ufe of my name in any 
" of the refolutions of the fenate. 

Signed, 

Alolpiais Freierkr' 

His majefty infilled on having an anfwer 
to this in eight and forty hours. The fenate 

howeveir 
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frowever declined giving one until fome day*8 
after ; and in the mean time every thing was 
done by the Britifh and Raflian minifters to 
keep them firm. 

On the fourteenth the king went to the 
feriate, and demanded an immediate anfwer, 
They reprefented the impoffibility of examin- 
ing in fo (hort a time, all the reafons for and 
againft the affembling of an extraordinary 
Diet ^ and delired at leafti that they might 
be allowed till the following Monday to con- 
fider of it J but as to what his majefty had 
faid with refped to laying down the govern- 
ment, they hoped he would not purfue a 
meafure fo contrary to the laws, and to his 
own gracious aflurances. 

The king replied, that he looked ilpon this 
feprefentation as a • reftifal ^ declaring, that 
he would from that hour, have nothing to 
do with the regency j fi? rofe from his chair 
end left the fenate^ 

As footi as his majefty returned to his 
apartment, he fent the prince royal in a 
coach and fix, attended by fevfctal of the* of- 
ficers of his f oyai highnefs's houfliold, to the 
college of chancery 5 whefe he madfc a formal 
demand io the kiUfV name, to bave. the 

ftamp 
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flamp delivered up to him, with which hit 
inajefty's fignaturc was made. 

The college declined tomplying with this 
demand ; and the prince went from thence 
to all the other colleges, declaring to them, 
that the king his father had laid down the 
government, and giving th?m a printed copy 
of his majefty's reafons for fo doing. 

In the mean time, the fbnate continuing 
affembled, deputed four of their body to wait 
upon the king, and to befeech him not to 
abandon the regency. They received for 
anlwer, that his majefty perfifted in his rer^ 
folution. 

On their return, baron Friefendorf vice-, 
prefident of the chancery, flood up, and, 
fet forih the great confufion into which the 
whole cjountry would be thrown, in cafe 
the fenate attempted to carry on the govern- 
ment for eighteen months {the time before 
which, in the ordinary eourfe of things, a 
Diet would not be affen^ble^) without th^ 

That no idea was left popular in Sweden 
than that of an ariftocracy ; he therefore con- 
cluded, that two fenatofs fhould be fent to 
his majefty, to acquaint him that there was. 

fomc 
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ftwne appearance of the fenate's conforming 
to his majefty's defires, and to entreat him 
to refume the reins of government 

This propofition was carried by a majority 
of fix to three, nine being the whole num- 
ber prefent. The king's anfwer was ; when 
the Diet is refolved upon, my refignatiou 
falls of itfeie 

The fpeech made by baron Friefendorf in 
the fenate, difcovering that their weak fide 
was fear, encouraged their antagonifts to ven- 
ture to engage the colleges, the magiftrates, 
the clergy, in ihort, all the executive part 
of the government that refides at StpckhQlm, 
excepting the high court of jyftice, openly to 
take part with the king. The day after his 
majefty's abdication, the fenate had ifllued 
out a fpecies of proclamation to the follow- 
ing purpofe. (The ufe made of the king's 
name in it, in direfl oppofition to his own 
adt and deed, gives it an appearance truly 
ludicrous.) 

'' Whereas his majefty in the fenate is 
^' informed, that the prince royal, by particu- 
" lar order, notified yefterday to all the col- 
^Meges, that the king would not concern 
^* himfelf any longer in the affairs of the 

** government^ 
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" government, it becomes highly neceflary 
" to remind the colleges how the kingdom is 
" to be governed, according to the form of 
" government, which they are fworn to 
" maintain, and in confequence of which, no 
" other orders are to be vaHd or obeyed, but 
•' thofe which are given out in his majelly's 
" name from the fenate, and properly coun- 
" ter-figned. His majejfy having that confi- 
" dence in all thofe who ferve in the feveral 
" offices of the kingdom, that in fuch prefT- 
*' ing and dangerous circumftances for the 
•" nation and for liberty, they will conduft 
*' themfelves according to the form of go- 
« vernment, fo as they may anfwer it to God, 
" the King, and the llates.'' 

The anfwer of the principal colleges was, 
thatas by the fundamental laws Sweden couI4 
not be governed w^ithout a king, any -more 
than, without a fenate, they muft rentiain iu 
inaaivity till the ilate^ y^ere convoked. 

The refufal of thofe, who had fo confider^ 
able a fhare in ^he exeputiv© part of the go- 
vernment, to obey the fenate until a meet^ 
ing of the ftates, ren.de?^ thi§ amcafure ab- 
folutely ^^QeflHry, 

The 
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The fenate accordingly were compelled to 
come to the following refolution : " That 
" whereas feveral of the colleges have declar- 
" ed that they would not obey his majefty's 
*' orders from the. fenate, till the ftatcs were 
" convoked; that the exchequer had refufed 
*' to fupply money j and that Colonel 
" Ehrenfward and General Ferffen, com- 
" manders of the two regiments quartered 
*^ in this city, have declared that they could 
" not anfwer for the obedience of the fol- 
*' diers, the fenate find themfelves obliged to 
" call an affembly of the ftates on the 19th 
*' of the enfuing April" 

By this ftepan efFedual flop was put to 
the treaty of alliance with England, as the 
fenate durft not h^ve ventured to take it up- 
on themfelves after having convoked the 
ilates, Thefe would of courfc have expedt- 
ed an affair of fuch importance (hould have 
been 4^fciTed till the time of their alTem- 
bling, and confcquently the precipitatijag of 
this point, would of itfelf have been in the 
eye of the ftates a fufficienl; caufe of com- 
plaint against the fenate, independent af the 
light in which they might viQW the treaty 
itfclf. 

Thus 
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Thus the French party deftroyed at one 
blow the new fyftem that the friends of En- 
gland and Ruffia had ereded in Sweden 
during the laft diet. A fyftem which had re- 
quired great abilities, joined to the moft in- 
defatigable zeal in thofe who introduced 
it. 

The king now returning to the fenate, 
cxprelTed the infinite pleafurc he received 
from the convocation of the ftatcs ;. and de- 
clared that he doubted not to be able to fhew 
how innocent his intentions were in all the 
tranfadions of the preceding days; adding, 
that he had the fulleft convidion that what 
he had done would be approved both then 
and afterwards, 

Thus ended the interregnum, and the 
confufion that had prevailed for fome time 
in public affairs. The nieafures purfued by 
the Hats upon this occafion were the bold- 
eft ever ventured upon from the time .of 
the commencement of the late form of go- 
vernment. They were confequently a con- 
vincing proof that the leaders of that party 
were fecure of being fo powerfully fupport- 
ed by France at the enfuing diet, as to have 
nothing to apprehend on account of a con- 
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dud, which might otherwife have brought 
fome of them to the block, and realized the 
abdication of the king. 

The facS was, France had refolved to light 
up a war in the North. It is well known 
ihe had a confiderable fhare in promoting 
that in which Ruffia was then involved with 
the Porte. It is likewife paft a doubt that 
her ambaflador at Conftantinople had been 
very liberal of his promifes to the Turks, 
that the Swedes would make a diverfion in 
their favour by attacking Ruffia in the North, 
while the Ottoman armies purfued their 
pperation? iq. the South. 

In the preceding Auguft* the Swedifh 
minifter at the Porte, had had an audience 
of the Reis EfFendi, who afked him, if what 
the French ambaflkdor at Conftantinople had 
reported relative to the preparations making 
in Sweden was true, and how foon they may 
cxpedl to fee hoftilitiea begun againft Ruffia. 
The Reis EfFendi put him in mind, at the 
fame time, of the generofity of the Turks 
in remitting the debt of Charles the Xllth, 
and infifled upon a politive ^nfweir, 

? In 1767. 
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France, therefore, was apprehenfive 6f 
lofing her credit at the Ottoman Porte, if 
ihe did not engage the Swedes to perform 
the promifes (he had made for them to the 
Turks. For this reafon, (he refolved to fpare 
no expence to recover her former influence 
in Sweden, as well as to carry into execution^ 
at the approaching Diet, the plan fhe had 
for fome time projeded of changing the 
Swedilh government. 

The Diet of this year was conffequentljr 
likely to prove the moft critical, with refpeft 
to the fate of the form of government, of 
any fince its eftabiifhment j and, which was 
a point of much greater importarw^e, if France 
was to have remained unoppofed during the 
courfe of it, (he would probably have in* 
volved all Europe in a wan 

All parties now applied themfelves vigo* 
roufly to purfue their feveral interefts in the 
eledions for the Diet The Frtnch minifter 
at this time had a confiderablc advantage over 
his opponents y he was the only one who had 
eventual orders, none of thofe of the other 
courts knowing how far their refpedive fo- 
vereigns would go in the expence of op- 
pofing his meafures. Report? were alfo fpread 

that 
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tliat he (hould fhortly have twelve millians 
of livres at his difpofal to beftow in fubficiies> 
&€• provided Sweden would enter thorough- 
ly into the views of France ; and advice was 
Ippn afterwards received^ that ten millions 
were adnally depofited in four different 
houfes at Amfterdam, ta be made ufe of by 
the French mimfter for this purpofe. Even 
Spain, little as fhe may feem concerned in 
the affairs of Sweden, began, at the inftiga- 
tion of France, to take a part in the tranf- 
adions going forward in that country; and 
in order to detach Denmark from the Englifh 
and Ruffian intereft, offered the Danes to 
allow them to tranfport negroes to the Spa- 
nifh Weft Indies. Added to all this, the 
Swedifh merchants entered into a large fub- 
fcription to fupport the friends of the French 
party. 

Such formidable preparations fcemed to 
threaten at once, the entire re-eftablifliment 
of the French fyftem in Sweden, and the 
total overthrow of the Caps* 

Thefe, however, were not idle. Ruflia 
was too much interefted in the event of the 
approaching Diet, and too well informed of 
the machinations of France^ not to refolve 

upon 
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upon giving that party the warmeft fup- 
port. 

With regard to England, hef minifter at 
Stockholm was authorized to affift the Caps 
in obtaining a majority in the Diet ; and as 
to Denmark, fhe then entered into thefe 
meafures with as much zeal and vigour as 
Ruffia. 

But the Hats had confiderably got the ftart 
of their opponents in canvaffing for the elec- 
tions ; and the fum faid to have been furnifh- 
cd them by the French minifter for this pur- 
pofe was immenfe. Accordingly, on the 
opening of the Diet, the majority among the 
nobles, clergy, and burghers appeared to be 
greatly in favour of the French party. A- 
mong the peafants indeed, the Caps retain- 
ed their fuperiority. The eledions of the 
fpeakers of all the four orders were likewife 
carried againft the Cap party*. General 
Ferfen, one of the moft zealous and able of 
the partizans of France, was eleded marfhal 
of the Diet ; and the French party having 
the fecret committee entirely at their devo- 

• The night before the diy of eleaing the Tpeafcer of the pea- 
fants, a report was propagated among them that the Caps in- 
tended to depofe the king, which was the caufe of their lofing 
the majority in that ele^ion. 

tion. 
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tion, as not a firigle Cap had been choleii 
into it, they imniediately became poffeffed of 
the whole government ^ and coiald, if they 
had thought proper^ have purfued every part 
of the plan laid down by the court of Ver- 
failles. 

I^ortunately for the Caps the friends of 
France were divided into two parties ; one 
of which entered into all the projefts of the 
court for rendering the government abfolute; 
while the objed of the other was, only to 
turn out the prefent miniftry, and to put 
themfelves in their places ; but they declar- 
ed, that they were, at the fame time, equal- 
ly averfe with the Caps to any material 
change in the coiifiitution. The former 
were more particularly ftiled the court-party, 
and the latter the old Hats. At the head 
of thefe laft was colonel Pecklin, a man of 
the firft abilities, as well as of the greateft 
influence in the Diets j and who may with 
juftice be faid, to have belonged to no party, 
any farther than that party adhered to prin- 
ciples from which he never fwerved him- 
felf 

The firft bufinefs entered upon in the fe- 
cret committee, was^ as might have been 

expeded. 
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expeded, the depofing of fuch members 
of the fenate as had been introduced into 
that body through Englifh and Ruffian in- 
fluence. In this point all the Hats were a- 
greed, and indeed they had not fcrupled for 
fome time before to tell thofe fenators open- 
ly that they would be immediately depos- 
ed, to make room for another adminiflrati- 
on attached to the French alliance. No- 
thing could be more frivolous or worfe 
grounded than the charges brought againft 
them,, and brought^ it mufl be prefumed, on- 
ly for the fake of form, as at all events 
they muft have been difmiffed by a Diet, of 
which the Hats were mafters. 

Accordingly their depofition took place 
immediately on the meeting of the ftates; 
who came to a refolution to reftore all the 
fenators removed by the preceding Diet, and 
to make Count Eckebladt again prefident of 
the chancery. 

It was refolved likewife in the houfe of 
nobles, to prefent an addrefs to his majefty, 
to thank him for his great goodnefs and love 
of his people, in having determined to abdi- 
cate his crown, if the fenate could not 
have been prevailed upon to affemble the 
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ftates ; and that the king fliould in his turn 
thank the colleges for the refblution they had 
taken hot to proceed in any bufinefs^ in ca^ 
of fuch abdication. 

The foreign minifters, who fup{)^rt€d the 
Cap party, were, convinced of the little uti- 
lity of oppofing at thisjundure the depofiti- 
on of the fenate, or change of the admini- 
ftration, and therefore did not attempt it ^ re- 
ferving their whole ftrength for the intended 
attacks upon the conftitution. 

In the mean time the French imniftei? ufed 
}iis utmoft endeavours to convince the Swedes 
of the neceffity of their enrtaring. int^ the elo-^ 
feft connexione with his moft Chriiftian Ma- 
^efly. The language h^ld by the Hats, was, 
that Sweden wanted fubfidieaofadl' forts both 
publick attid private 5 that France would give 
them, England would ntot^^ that a thirty 
years friendfliip had fubfilted between Swe- 
den and France, who had now made offers 
to the Swedes, highly advantageous to their 
commerce in the Mediterranean*. That 

• The offer of Praiice on this occafion was, that having 
ITHide ^ eonqueft of the ifland of Coffica, flie was dfeteritrihed it 
fhould be a free port • that if Sweden would enter into a ftri£k 
aUiance with' his moft Chriftian Majefty, he would grant fuch. 
pfivikgr^ to the Sweda^^as; would make that iikiid a magazme 
for all forts of Swediih merchandize. 

X England 
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England, was their rival in fhipping andma>. 
riufadures; that fhe fpoke openly of fup^ 
plying herfelf with iron from her own colo- 
liies, and already took a great quantity froirt 
Ruflia, in order to have nothing more to do> 
with Sweden^ 

Thefe a^rgmnents might have had fbme 
weight, had they been backed by the im- 
mediate payment of a part of the French ar- 
rears ; but this was not to be done, unlefs 
fhe projed of France with regard to the con- 
ftitution fucceeded. The Cap party did not 
fail to take advantage of the delays of France? 
Witli- refpeft to thi* point, to foment the 
difco^itentS' oceafion-cd by fhem among the 
people. They affertcd, and with great juftice, 
that France dnly wanted ta involve them m 
a war with Rnffia^ that they had already 
fufficieiitly fufFered from the twd laft wars^ 
in which they hs^l been etigaged by the ar- 
tifices of the court of Verfailles ; that the 
fubfidies granted them by that court were 
not only altogether unequal to the cxpences 
which French connexions had ever led them 
into, but that imall as thefe were, they bad 
been fo irregularly paid, and fa much rc-» 
maiited due, that they had brought the cour^ 
try into the moil ferious diflrefs; finally that 

at 
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at the pf efent jundure, the finaiiees, th6 mi- 
litary cftablifhments, and the marine of Swe- 
den, were not in a condition to take any 
vigorous meafures, fo that without injuring 
Ruflia, they might ruin themfelvcs. 

The arguments of the Cap party were too 
well founded not to have their due weight 
with the nation, which, together with the 
divifion among the Hats, enabled the friends 
of England and Ruifia to oppofe the views 
of France during the remainder of the Diet, 
with a fuccefs they could fcarccly have hop- 
ed for, from the afped of affairs at its com- 
mencement. 

After the depofition of the fenators in the 
Cap intereft, and placing the adminiftration 
in the hands of the Hats, there ftill remained 
three points to be accomplifhed by the French 
party -, without which all the expence Franco 
had before been at, would have proved of 
little or no advantage to her. 

r Thefe were, to effed a change in the Swe- 
^{h conftitution, to engage Sweden in a 
French alliance, and to involve her in a war 
with Ruffia. With regard to the firft, the 
objcd of the court of Verfailles, was princi- 
pally to give to the king and the fenate a 
i \ A X a power 
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power to expedite all affairs between die 
Diets, of whatfoever nature they might be; 
and to form aHiances, ©r even make war wfth- 
out aflemhfing the ftates^ .This would have 
rendered Fiance miftrefs of the whole milita- 
ry force of Sweden,, and cpnfeqnently have 
enaWed her tct purfue her favourite dcfign of 
attacking Kufli^, ^t order td make aj diver- 
fion in favtmr of the Turksv 

The leaders of the French party dfd not 
however fucceed in^ their firft trial on this, 
occafion, ki the manner they expcded. Hav- 
ing Ibtmded their friends upon the queftion? 
of giving the diipofition of the nnlitary em- 
plojmaen ts as far as- a lientenarrt-colonel in- 
clufivc, abfolutely to the king^ without any 
prefentation, it did not appear ta be at all 
relifhed by them. Aad when the affair was^ 
brought before the Diet, the prapoled 
changes in the conftitution, were in three 
of the orders rejedcd with great warmth? 
and indignation, by a confiderable majority j 
the clergy alone decided, tn their favour. 

The French party having failed in thia^ 
p(Mnt, the intended treaty of alfiance be- 
tween the courts of Stockholm and Verfaillesj 
met with no better fueccfs. By one of the 
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treaty witli England, or with any other 
power, without the participation of France. 
•She waS Hkewife to obtain the teca^Fof the 
Ehgliih' minifter then at StockHohnv and t6 
have no other for thd fuiAire from the court 
of Great Britain, after tliis aUlahcc fhoulii 
l>c cohdnded. By another of the articles, 
Sweden was to keep iftifceen thoulahd' men 
in Finland, ready to march oii tJie (horteft 
Warding f fo that it is'obvioiis a War between 
Sweden arid Rtiffia would have been the con- 
fequfence, if France had fnccecded* iii her 
defigns during this Diet'. Upon thfe whbl6 
fhe had gained nothing in' the coUrle of it, 
from a,li her expencc and trouble bat a change 
of the adminiftration j and even this proved 
of but little advantage to her, on account 
of her partizans having failed in their at* 
tempt to give a power to the king and fe- 
nate, to carry on a defehfive wat, wijhoift 
ftffembling the ftates $ as well as bccaufe the 
fenatc were forbid. to tranfpoft any troops 
from Sweden to Fidand, before the next 
meeting of the Diet. 

The inftni^ons' however of the fecret 
committee, which were to regulate the con- 
dtSt of the fenate after the feparation of the 
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ftatcg, were pretty nearly the rev^rfe of thofe 
fo^^med only two ycars( before, hy thefecret; 
conin^ittee of the preceding; Diet. 

Thefubftanqe of tbefe was, that though 
the.fenat^ was to ixiaiatain a good pnder-s 
ftanding with all t^he neighbouring courts, it 
wpuld not be pradent to enter into any de^ 
fenfiye alliance with any of them for the pre- 
fent ; but particularly not into the norther^ 
league, which had been for fome. timeih agir 
tatipn. They declared that France and the 
Ottoman Porte were the natural allies of 
Sweden; Spain and Aufiria, as being in an 
intimate union with France, were likewife 
^ecooitneaded ^s her natural friends. 

They- obferved that the objedt of England 
was, to acquire the empire of the fea, and to. 
augment her commerce at the expence of 
other nations ; fhe could not therefore be 
looked upon as a well-wi(her to the profperi- 
ty of. Sweden ; particularly as (he had fo late- 
ly an opportunity of entering into a clofc 
connedion with Sweden, of which fhe did 
not chufe to avail herfelf by granting a iub-; 
(idy. The fenate were therefore to form nq 
cngageineiits with the Bptilh court 



It 
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It "was at the fame time infinuated to the 
French ininiflry, that notwithftanding their 
friends at Stockholm had found it impoflible 
during this Diet to fatisfy the court of 
Prance, according to former promifes, yet 
every means ihould be jifedto puft the king- 
dom in a proper ftate of defence, and to pre- 
vent any extraordinary Diet for the future. 
That the miscarriage of the affair of thc^ con- 
Hitution fhould not impede the 'execution of 
the plan of operations formerly fettied,, nor 
dinrinafh the difpofition of the Swediih tninif. 
try to go through with it; providied the 
French arrears were paid, in order to furhiflhi 
money for the preps^rations, which; fhould 
^o on as foon as the Diet was finilhed. 

It was likewife intimated to^ the Porte; 
that tho' the date of affairs in Sweden^ would 
not allow of her making any iitimedkite dt- 
verfion in favour of the Turks ; it* was not- 
withftandiing liyer intentions to embrace the 
firft opportunity which fliould offer for tliis 
purpofej and in the mean time every necef- 
fqjy preparation fliould be continued, that 
the Swedes might hold th^nfelves in readi- 

This 



, T^ii? Was all . that occured worthy natice, 
in the Diet conQlude4 t^ thirtieth,, ofjauii- 

Vy'177?^ • .;r ■.:■::; :. .-.l : /" * 



^fitainin^ ' an AfioUntof'the Revofutton^ and of 
" * tBe Srips * which ^ immediafefy led to it I 
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fN. tho pieccdkig iJ^dlibri, F have endeavour- 



i'^dtbgivea Im^dAca view of th6 ftatc 6f 
afikiri Jto Sw^dea^ during the two E4ets im^ 
laediately- %poAjet^^^d that in which the? 
IkteRewfetion was accomplifheti. ' 

The defigps of the court, the nature oP 
th« partiesj tlie Intrigues of the' foreign mi- 
riifterSi gtnd- thedififerent-objefts ofthe pow- 
ers- wK^ employed them j were all points with' 
whidb: itrwasi li^ffaiy the^readgr fhould' be 
joade acquainted, < iti>-dcid€r^ to en^lb- hfm to <' 
fee. into the tt>ue. fexiraca^ ^ tfea^ gi^wt, ^veptJ 
whi^hfollowasdi. : ; ; : 

It* may notbe requifite to Recapitulate ' 

thefevorily let it be remembered, that the 

intention of France had now for fbme time 

been to overturn the Conftitution of Swe- 

: r den } 
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Afinri that, di Bngbnd ind ^mflid, to |^e^ 

It did not, however, appear that the court 
of VerfaiHes had as yet determined in what 
taanner this revolution was to be brought 
about. 

During th6 preceding t)iet the French 
party haef beenfeiled in' alf thfeir attempts 
fo <iSe& fucfr i change by' means of the ftates 
IheiE^lves. /A method, which from' beipg 
th^F moft ftctrre,. was thtr moflf agreeable to 
Idte difpofitW of the kte king. The mem- 
bers, of thfe met- i« i^ true were lufBcientl/ 
coilrupt m have' bee A bribed fAto^ any mea- 
fiices:: m^^e mt thei^re to -attribute td 
iMit vlTfxd thtf prefer^^fidii- of theit form 
of govtmimenfc; flie foft^^wfls^, Aey hatd^befen a# 
MF€[11 pmd^ foirdbing-thdr dtity, as tjiey couIiJ 
ha^ve\H^nf(ixi}mtrzym^ ^ 

Defeated in her expeftation of being able* 
t0i aceomfilifl^heBpoint hy means of corrupti- 
on akitd^ it bf^attenejotfifaiiy France' fo- 
inake uferof ;fo«ae? other .mbder more likely to 
bVafrtendqi^with fiicccdfe. That of efietaihg ^ 
a revolution by force, appeared, from tiie ' 
temper of the Swedes, by no means imprac- 
ticable.' But the gentle paoific difpofitipn of 

Adolphus 
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Adolphus Frederick was ill adapted to ait 
undertaking of this fort. He was befides a 
foreigner ; the nation would not confe- 
quently have . had . that confidence in him, 
which they might have placed in a prince 
born and b red among them. 

Pofleffed of ^very virtue which adorns 
private life, - but, unacquainted with that 
ambition which thirfts after power, he was 
devoid of the fpirit of entcrprize, which 
ufually accompani/^s it. Formed for do- 
me^ick happine&, his paternal ftelings 
would not have fufiered hiip to tdi^e any ftep, 
which, if unfuccefsful, might involve his fa- 
mily in ruin. It was only after much fblici-^ 
tation that fome time before the laft Diet he 
had ventured upon that of abdicating the 
<^ow$i; and 9S.h^ .advanced in^yeafs, he 
feemed anxious only for tranqufllitj and t^ 

..During the life, therefore, of Adolphus 
Frederick, the xourt x)f Veriailles/ ct)uld have * 
little expedation bf4>eing allowed to attempt 
by force any change, in. the conftitution of • 
Sweden, ^ ^ . • 

In the mean time a fhew of military prepa- ' 
rations was carried on there, in order to ful- 

• fil 
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fil the affurances given by the Swedifh mi- 
Aifter at the Ottoman Porte, and to deceive 
the Turks into a.n idea of Sweden's making a 
,diverfion in their favour 5 by virhich it was 
prefumed they would be induced to prolong 
the war with Ruffia, 

The delay at this time of the DanifK court 
in fending back their minifter who had been 
^bfentnine months, gal ve the French party 
m Sweden room to flatter themfeJves with 
the hopes of a qhange ^f fyftem in Den-^ 
mark, Avhich might bring about the old 
French projed, mentioned on a former pc- 
pafion, pi an alliance between the Swede? 
and the Danes againft Ruflia, under the di-» 
redipn and fupport of France, 

' :. Great expe^ations were likewife formed 
by them from the event of the Prince Roy-» 
al's journey to Paris, which he had at this 
period undertaken, A vifit that was then* 
fiippofed to be made at the exprels defire of 
the duke de Choifeuil, in order that the 
young prince might confer with that miniflerj 
\fpoti the means of changing the Swediih 
gpyernment into a more abfglute one, as well 
^s to eftablifh a French fyftem there upon a 
jaere folid foundation. 

, On 
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On the other hand, the Caps having de* 
fissated thte chief objedte of their antag«)riift« 
during the preceding Diet, v^tie no wifb 
danfted eithet at the prefent fitoatiotf of 
things, oirat the fchemfeS Which the Fi^ench 
party appeared to be m^itating for the fu- 
ture. 

They were fcniible thte dilpolitibh of the 
late king would, during his life at feaft^ fe- 
cure the conftitutioh froih' bfeing Overturned 
by violence ; and though the Hats had put 
tfiemfclves in poffeffion- of the adminiftira^ 
tion, and of all the principal polls of the 
kingdom^ yet the fenfe of the nation was 
evidently agaihft them. 

This was owing td tS^^o caufes. Firli^, be- 
caufe the people were fiilly convinced of 
their own inability to fupport a war v^itH 
Ruflia, wliich they perceived the Itfaidrtag 
party, out df CotapKraentto France, aimed 
at producing; Secondly, becaufe they had 
been highly difgufted with thi laft mention- 
ed power, oriacxjourit of the chicaneries arid 
delays which the coiirt of Verfaillcs had fa 
often put in pradice, with refpe*(ft to the pay- 
ment of the arrears. 

The^ 
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The Englifh and Ruffian mirtifters did not 
fail to lay down a proper plan ta improve this 
difpoiitioQ in the nation, and to fecnre the 
moft decifive majority in the next Diet that 
fhonid be afTembled. 

They obferved that France^ feemed ftartled' 
at the ex pence with which the conteft was 
likely to bfc attended. And they judged it 
very probable that if her party was not more 
fuccefsful at a future Diet^ than they had. 
hitherto been with refpeSTto the points Ihe"" 
W3S defirous of obtaining, Ihe would altoge- 
ther withdraw her fupport from that party, 
and watch for fbme opportunity when Ihc 
might effed by force, what fhe was unable 
to accomplifh in a lefs has^rdous way. 

The defigns of Prance againft the confti- 
tution were well known, for they had been 
in fome meafure avowed. This had awak- 
ened the jealotify of fuch of the^ Hat party 
as were defirous to preferve the form of go- 
rernmpnt entire^ however th^y might other- 
wife be attached to the French lyftem^ and 
it confirmed the Ca^ps in the opinion, that 
they hadno ol;hQr way of ^ufihg tl^cir con-t 
ftitution from the dangers with which it was 
threatened, than tb«it of throwing them- 

felves 
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felves into the arms of England and Ruf^ 
fia. 

It was expefted that wrought upon by 
their fears, the Cap party might be induced 
at the enfuing Diet, to accede to the alliance 
propofed to them by the Englifh and Ruffian 
minifter, without infilling upon the point of 
the fubfidy, which hitherto proved the only 
obftacle to prevent that alliance from taking 
place. 

England and Ruffia were in that cafe td 
guarantee to Sweden her form of govern- 
ment ; and the grand northern league, the 
formation of which was the great objedl and 
undoubted intereft of Great Britain, would 
probably have, been the confequence of the, 
union of thefe three powers* 

Such was the fituation of things in Swe- 
den, when the death of the late king* 
gave a new face to thQ affairs of that coun-- 
try. 

This event threatened to prove as fatal 
to the views of the Cap party, as it appeared 
favourable to thc^e of the friends of France* 
It removed the chief obftacle which had hi- 

^ • Inpebruary, 1771, *, / 

therto 
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therto prevented the cabinet of Vcrfatlle^ 
&om purruing the objedl of effedingby forces 
a change in the SWedifli conftitntion, and 
confcquently deprived the friends of Eng- 
land and Ruffia of their principal fecurity, 
that no fuch attempt would be m^e before 
they were fufHciently guarded againfl it 

The prince royal was at Paris at the time 
of his father's, deaths where he was endea- 
vouring to obtain certain points from that 
court, concerning which the Swedifli admini- 
ftration had hitherto remonftrated in vaiiu 
The acquifition of the regal dignity, by giv- 
ing a new confequence to the royal negocia- 
tor, gave an unexpeded fuccefs to the nego 
Ciation itfelf. 

The French court agreed to pay Sweden a 
million and a half of livres annually, and it 
was no longer a queftion whether (he would 
furnifh money to fupport her friends at the 
cnfuing Diet*. According to the late form 

o£ 

* Lieutenant Ceneral Count Scheffef, mho on this occa^ 
Son was difpatched by the fenate to compliment his majeftf 
on his acceifion, ^j a piece of addreis obtained from the French 
tourt a confideFable part o{ the arrears To lon^ due to Sweden. 

It was night when the count arrWed at Veriailles^ to acquaint 
the late king of France with th(» death of Fsederiek Adolphus j 
«nd as his majefty had retired to his Sed chamber, it was witk 
fyme difficult/ the count i^atned adouttaace to him : he tbea 

abruptly 
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<jf government^ a new Diet was to be con- 
voked within thirty days from the death of 
the king ; but oh account of the prince' sf 
abfence, and in order to enable him to com- 
pleat whatever might remain unfettled be* 
f ween him and the court of France, the fe- 
nate did not appoint an affeinbly of the ftates 
till the June following. 

• This delay was fortunate for the Caps, as 
it gave the Britilh and Ruffian minifters time 
to exert themfelves during the abfence of the 
young king, in order to produce a majority 
at the approaching Diet. 

It was tben obvious this diet was to de- 
termine the fate of the Swedifh form of go- 
vernment, and that if the friends of France 
obtained an aicendency in it, the partizans of 

abruptly informed his majcfty of the death of the king of Swe- 
den. B7 ihfi unexpedlednefi of the viiit at fo unufual an hour, 
the old king was taken hf furprize, before, he could have any 
previous confultation with his minifters j and the nature of the 
intelligence appeared highly to affeft him. Count SchefFer 
ieized upon that moment to paint to his majefty the deplorable 
fituation of the finances of Sweden, and the diftreifes confe- 
qupnt upon it» to which that country had been reduced ; adroitly 
infinuatbg that this was altogether owing to the non-payment of 
the French arreani. In the fituation of mind into which the king ] 
had been thrown, the eloquence of the count could not fail to 
have duC' weight ; and? accor<iingIy his majefty gave him his 
word he would ncattdtf order his nunifters to fetlsfy- the Swediifc 
d^maadt. 

■■"—■'■■ Engladd 



Efiglmd aQd i^uiBa- v^a^jltJ-npYet ngp^u: be 
able to fnai:e^ riland i^ainft the Frehdijij*. 
teiTfeft, fiiice lithe changed /the: court of Ver* 
feilles defigned to /make ip the Swcdifh con- 
ftitotion; wcmld infalliblly deprive them lof 
the means of oppofia^g- that intereft for tfee 
future^ 

Accordingly l:he!Caps were iTo ftrenuoiis in 
their effortis on this occalion^ land fopoifcer- 
folly fupported by the^.Britiilt ?.nd Ruffian 
minifters, that aft^r ^he elfei^kMis ha4 l^^n 
place, there, appcarjed -among the three 
inferior orders a confidemble^majority of tba|; 

' In the mean tkne the yottng king wrote in 
iihe m*^ gracious terms- to* the fenate, ap- 
proving of all the fteps they had taken, and 
. repeatedly affuring them that he defigned to 
.govern.^jQcprding to the laws* 

The language held by the French party, 
was alfo/that no attfempt would be 'made 
upon the conilitutionj .that they only meant 
to procure the payment of the arrears due 
to them from IPrance; but that they would 
do nothing to obtain them which could juftly 
offend any other power. 

Y This 
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This was caltulkted wholly to •afcafc th& 
©ppofition iimdb to them, and td^ k^epthem- 
feives in the aodntiiniflration till^ they had 
rained the bthcr :paEty, whidb would have 
fct them at liberty to ad afterwards according^^ 
to the fu^cftionsr of France. V 

His Swedifh majefty in his way from Paris 
paida viiSt to hi^ /oncfe the kiiig of Praffia,. 
and gave him the flrongeft affirranees of his^ 
pacific intetftioiisv ^d of his defire to govern, 
according te the^ Iaw« of his country, with- 
btit ainiiilg in tfhe^-leaft at any augtiientatioa 
of his* authority. Hi-s 'Praffiaii majcfty ex- 
prelTed the higheft fatisfadion at thefe de^- 
clatations, and ftrongly recommended it to 
liis n^hew to pecfevere in thofe intentions ^ 

immediately 

* It haS teen i generally recei^d opmion that the king oF 
i'rulfia had no inconiMferable fliare fn bringing aboiit the la^e 
revoltrtion. But thp rev^rfe of this is the truth. . 
' When tte^ Kng 6f Swfedcit ari'ited at ^tunfti^iclc, on his roacJ 
to Stovkholin^ he wvote a. letter to the king of Pruffia, inwkkh 
be acquainted him, that He had come To . far in the intention oF 
faying his coiitt at Berlm'*butthat affeirs vnerefor prefling for 
his retttfn ta Sweden^ that J^t wpuld he impoflll^le fbc hiio to hare 
that fatisfadtion. As fbc^n as the king of Pruilla received this 
letter, he ferit t6 prince Henry, tefling hhn, that he fuppofed his 
i)q)hew Wasdivertfed from fceingbim hy the jnfimiatiohs of Fraace ^ 
that it inuft appear extraordinary in the eyes of all Europe, that 
he iKould have been twice at Bipunfwicfc without gpirig toBerKu . 
,and therefore he recomta^ed it to the prince^ who knew the 

young 
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immediately afterwards the king fct off for 
Stockholm, where ha- arrived aboiut the end 
of May. : . ; 

Since the eftablifhiftfent of the late form of 
government in the year 1720, the Swedes 
had hitherto beheld only foreigners on the 
throne, Frederic the Firil, and Frederic Adol- 
phus5 princes who neither of them had any 
hereditary claim to the crown, and who were 
both confequently indebted for the dignity 
they enjoyed to the free eledion of the 
people they governed : who therefore could 
not conceive they poffefled any right to a 
greater Ihare of power than that people had 
allotted to them; and who tijiexpededly 
finding a fcepter placed in their hands, muft 
naturally have confidfered the external ho- 
nours paid to royalty ^s an acquifitiqn of no 
fmall importance 5 an acquifition fufficiently 
daizzling to thofc not accuftomed froin their 
childhood to look forwards to it, to make 
them forget in the fplendor of a crown, how 
little real power that of Sweden conferred 
upon the wearer. 

young kingV character better than he did,^ to ^iritc- a proper 
letter upon the occafion^ which fhould be delivered into hb Swe- 
difh. majefty's own hand. 

This was accordingly done, and on the receipt of the piipce's 
letter the king fet out for Potfdam. 

Y a It 
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It was to tfaefe drcuiofiaiices perhaps that 
the Swedifli conftitutioa partly owed its fafety 
during the reigns of the above-mentioned mo- 
narchs; but -from the temper and difpofitions 
of thofe princes it likewife derived fecurity, 

TTie diarafter of Frederic Adolphns has 
been already given j and that of Frederic the 
Firft fo far bore a refemblance to it, that he 
was equally incapable of any enterprize which 
required a fpirit of intrigue to carry it info 
execution , and equally averfe to diflnrb the 
tranquillity of his reign, by any violent attempts 
to encreafe his authority. 

It was perhaps only under two fuch mo- 
. narchs as thefe, thatt the Swedifli form of go- 
vernment, defeaive and corrupted as it was, 
could poffibly have fnhfifted fo loftg. — ^But in 
his prefent majefty.of Sweden, the i^n and 
fucceffdr of Frederic Adolphns, his fubjefis 
beheld a. JJrince of a very different genius. 

Giiftavtls the Third was about five and 
twenty When he was proclaimed kihg of S\Me-' 
den. 

From his mother, the prefent queen dowa- 
ger, fifter to the king of Pniflia, he feems to 
inherit the fpirit and abilities of his tmclej 
from his father, that benevolence of heartv 

which 






viiikh ftUl r§nd€f s the* meipoty ^of -Fredoric 
Adblphus dear to th^ Swedes, : ./ 

Born with talents that would have refleiSv 
ed luftre on any rank, but peculiarly fuited to 
the exalted one he was deftined to hold; his 
natural endowments were cultivated to the 
higheft pitch, by an education the moft finifli- 
ed, arid moft nicely adapted to a- fituation, 
which would probably one day require tbeiy 
fullcil exertion. 

By a graceful and commanding oratory, the 
molt captivating manner and infinuating ad-r 
drefs, he caught the hearts of thofe who be- 
held hinpi only in public; by aa extent of 
knowledge and depth of judgment, he exei-. 
tf;d the adrairf tioij- of fuch as ha4 a^ oppor- 
tqnity 0^ being ijearer his perfon. But. nei^ 
ther of i\if£e could as y^t fufpe^fl him pf th^t 
g^jjiju^ fpr intriguq, of that bold and enter^ 
p^-iziog fpirit which hay? fmce diftinguifhed 
h\xm ijeither couH b^pe that fuch a genius, 
vrhilfl it was exerted to promote the particular 
interefts of the priiice who poffefled it, fhould 
yet aeveF Ipfe figh|: q£ the happinefs of the 
people ; that f^cb ^ fpirit fhould |>e under the 
diredion of prudence, and in its courfe be 
marked by a mpdera^tion as amiable as it i^ 
rare. - . • . 

Neglea^ 
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Negle'dful of pleafures, yet not averfe to ^ 
them, without being diffipated, he tafted the 
ajnnfements of a court j and in the midft pf 
the clofeft application to ftudy, retained all 
that graceful qafe which qualifies to Ihine in 
a, circle. He cultivated with equal fuccefs the 
arts of gDverning, and of pleafing ^ and knew 
a,like how to gain the refpefl, and win upon 
the affedions of bis future fubjeds. 

Under the appearance of the moft difinte-. 
refted patriotifm, an ambition great as his ta-. 
lents, lay concealed : and covered by a zeal 
for the welfare of his fubjefis, his defigns 
upon their liberties might have efc^ped the 
penetration of the moft fagacious. 

Such were the talents, fbch the ambition 
of a prince deftined to wield a fceptre, that 
could afford no fcope for the one, no gratifi- 
cation to the other. Who, mafter of every 
popular art, was in a popular government, to 
fubmit to the caprice of a fenate, or the dic- 
tates of a foreign minifter : who, fully equal 
to the tafli of governing others, waa to be 
himfelf allowed no will pf his own j and who, 
pofTefTed of the hearts of his people, was to 
be their king only in name j was to content 
himfelf with the gaudy trappings of royalty, 

which 



iRrhicih he defpifed; and was to tefram from 
grafping at that power which farmed; thi^ .firil 
johje£l of his wifhes. . 

Nothing coald exceed the demgrhftrations 
of joyteflafied by the people at the arrival of 
.^hc king at Stockholm, but.Ahe amiaWe »ffii- 
hility wkh wiiich he received dl .who ap- 
-proached'him. Mo coudo^ could .he better 
^dcnlated to extend his popularity to the re- 
TOoteft parts of his 4oininions^ than that 
which he adopted, ■ ; 

Three times a weeTc he regiilafly gave an- 
<fience to dll Who prefented themfelves. It 
required neither Tank, fortune, or intereft to 
obtain accefs to him; it was fufficient to have 
JDCcn injured, apd to Jiave a legal caiiie of 
complaint to lay before him. He liAened to 
tthe meaneft df his fubjeds with the dignity 
<i£ a fovereiga indeed, but at the %Ee time 
wkh the tenderaefs €ff a parent. He ^nterr 
«d int® the minuteft detaHs that concerned 
them^ he informed himfelf of their private 
-affairs ; and feemed to take all that intereft in 
their happiaefe which is lb grateful tothq un^. 
fortunate, and fo rarely to i)e met. with in 
perfons, whofe -elevated ftations place them in 
ja manner beyond the teach, or even the 

know- 
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knowledge of the^ fiififeridgs d£ the i bwer 
daffes of mankind'. - 

When a fovercign condefcended to cares 
like thefe, he codld not i&il to be conitdered 
aa the fisither q£ hii ^ec^lfe. In the warmth 
of their gratitudev tiiey forgot that n30tives.of 
ambition might hawer had fomefharc in form- 
ing a cohdud whidi to therti appg^ed to pro-, 
cced. whoUy itoso. thd pureft benevolence \ a 
ccfndudt, in which the tenor of his majefty's 
adions has indeed proved be cpi^ifulted hjs 
feelings^ hnt which has like wife been fince 
proved by the events to have been the wifeft 
he could have chofeir fox: the. puipofe of car- 
rying the defign he meditated into executioiu 

If his Swedifc maje% aimed thus fiiccefs- 
fblly at popularity,; hc» hkewifc endeavoured 
to pedfuade the l^adiilg men of the kingdoni 
i^to an opinion> of his iincere and inviolably 
attachment td the cofiflitution of his country ; 
of his being pepfefttyfatisfied with the ibare 
df power that coiiftftuti4Dn had allotted to him. -^ 
and took every opportunity to declare that he 
confideredit as.hij gteattift ^ory to be the firft 
dttaefi of ai free people^ : 

He feemed intent only on banifhing cor- 
ruption, and promotiiag unioaj he declared 

he 
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he wouM be of no party buiihat of the- na^ 
tion^ and that he» would ever pay^ the moft 
implicit <^edience to whatever the^ diet would 
etia4a. 

Thefe profeflrons created (tifpicions among 
a few, but they hilled the many into a fatal 
fecurity. Thofe however who pofleffed a 
greater fhare of penetration, thought hisi ma- 
jcfty promifed too much to be in earneftj and 
tiotwithftanding he maintained aa outward 
appearance of impartiality, they could not 
help obferving that all his favourites were of 
the French party, as well as that the whole 
adminiftration was at the beck of the court qi' 
Ygr<ailUs» 

It was evident to the friends of England 
and Btuffia, that they had m Guftavus a more 
formidable opponent to contend with than 
tkey bad as yet encountered, fince thofe pow- 
ef s^ firft interfered in the interior policy of 
Sweden. 

* Shortly- after the king's arrival at Stock- 
holm, the Court of France, which had lately 
employed only minifters of the fecMid order 
in iSweden, liow fent an ambaffador * thither, 

* Mr. de Vergennes who juft before had been Ambaflador at 
Cotiftantinopie, a worthy. and re^e^able: tDat;). tie is iovi.wiaL 
ft«r for the department of foreign aftairs at Paris, 

which 



which was a fufficicnt proof of the Impor- 
tance of the commiflion with which he was 
charged. A minifter from Spain foon after 
made his appearance there: this feemed to 
threaten the opening of a new Iburce of at- 
iiftance from Madrid, to fupport the caufc 
and friends of France in the approaching Diet. 

In the mean time the Englilh and Ruffian 
miaifters were indefatigable in their endea- 
vours to guard againft thofe defigns of the 
Swedifh court, which they had Jong known- 
were in agitation, and which from fuch for- 
midable preparations appeared to be haftening 
to maturity. 

It was impoffible to bppofe thefe with eC- 
fed, but by a fpeedy conclufion of the treaty 
4of alliance between England, Ruffia, andSwe^ 
defl^ which was to form the bafis of the pro^ 
Jefted northern leagoe. As long a6 anadmi^ 
diftration 4cvoted to France, and warmly fup^ 
ported by the king of Sweden continued ia^ 
power, no nejgQcig.tioi} for this purpofe could 
be renewed. 

The firft ftep therefore that it was neceffary 
for them to take, was to procure the difmiffi-r 
on of a majority of the fenators, who were 
all in the French tntereft, and to place the 

admi" 
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adminiftration in the hands of thofe who had 
proved themfelves the ftaunch friends of the 
Bngiifh and RniCan fyftem. 

This being accompHfhed, they might leave 
the remainder of their plan to be compleated 
by the apprehenfions which the gradual dif- 
clofing of the intentions of his Swedifli ma- 
jefty could not fail to excite, not only among 
the Caps, but even fuch of the Hats as were 
not difpofed, however otherwife attached to 
France, to purchafe a connexion with that 
power at. the expence of their conftitution. 

On the other hand, the king eafily pene- 
trated into the views of his opponents, and 
by the moft artful policy endeavoured to de- 
feat them. 

On the opening of the Diet the Caps ap- 
peared to have the moft decilive majority in 
the three inferior orders. In the houfe of no- 
bles it is true the Hats had the fuperiority, 
end of courfe the marflial of the Diet was of 
that party, which afterwards proved a point 
of great conlequence to the king. But in 
the fecrqt committee, all the members taken 
from the order of Burghers were of the Cap 
party 5 and there were only four Hats among 
|:hofe chofen by the Clergy. 

That 
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That coittiriittee, as was ohfcrved oa a for* 
?Der occafion^ poflelled abibltitc power in 
what related to foreign affeirs^ and in a great 
degree directed all the opei^ipus of the ft^^s. 
Their refpUitions generally became the sfjjis of 
the Diet j and confequently tjie Englifh and. 
Ruffian intepel^ having the afcendeucy in that, 
body, the king oiufl have foon perceived that 
his influence in it y/puH be propprtionabjy, 
fmall. 

His fituation was certainly truly critical. 
Should the Caps become matters of the Diet, 
an event he had every reafon to apprehend^ 
the difmiffion of all his frieivls ancl partizaaa 
from every office of truft an4 power, w^^l^ 
be the infallible confequence. This would 
probably be immediately followed by the com- 
pletion of that treaty with 'Ruffia and Eng- 
land, by which his hopes of fubverting tho 
conftitution would be cut off for ever, as the 
contravfting parties were to be guarantees for 
its fafety.. 

The Hats indeed had a great majority ia 
the houfe of nobles, but even that party 
was by no means at his Majefty's devotion* 
On the contrary, inftead of having any re- 
liance upon their fupporting him^ he appear- 
ed 
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cd to derive hisprincipalcanfeqiiepce from 
his; adhering to, /i&^. 

' Their leaders had too h^-g fed ^dh the 
bounties df -France, to be eaiily p^vaiJed 
tif)on to yield up their title to fheiti, t>y con- 
fthting to any material change in the cob- 
"ftitution. It wis only in virttie of tlie'-pofw- 
er which rtiat coriftitntion had vefted-in thefti, 
that they poffeffed any claim to the ^ favours 
df the court df^Vetfailles. TJie^fubverfion 
of it would tKerefoIpe deftroy ilL^lwir hop^ 
ii£ 6l>taining ^futire emduments-from the 
fame quarter. ' . , ' • , 

Only a few friends perifon ally attachi^d to 

the king, were ready to co-dperate ^Vith' hifn 

Tin Whatever he ihould luridettake^init Hheir 

'number Was - fo fmall, they cculd:h0fdly be 

denominated a third party in the Diet ;: nd- 

-ther did they 'affumc the a^ppearaniteiaf ojae, 

'by aSing in any manner frdm'TthfOT&lvBS. : 

Hardly feated on tte throne, theaffdftiotis 

' of his fubjedJs asyef' lirittidij'ignorftiit of the 

difpofitibn of the 'feldiery,' arid* fonie parts 

of his plan not ripe 'for execution,^' his ma- 

jefty was obliged to ad' with all the caution 

' and dehberation that rthe delicacy of his'fitu- 

ation recjuiired. 

It 
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It was not fufEcicnt for his purpofe that 
the bulk of the nation had for fome time 
viewed the condud of their governors with 
a filent and fuUen difcontent. It was necef^ 
fary to have their indignation fufficiently 
kindled to make them take an adive part in 
favour of their fovereign, in cafe his firft at- 
tempt Ihould prove abortive. In their af- 
fedUons only he might ground his future 
fecurity, (hould the blqw he^ meditated to 
ftrike mifs its aim 5 but ' it was by roufing 
their courage and calling their zeal into ac- 
tiou:: that he could alone hope to be furnifh- 
ed with the means of repeating it afterwards 
with more fuccefs. 

Patience arid fubniiffion have been long 
the chafaderiftics of the lower clafs of the 
Swedes. They are not cOnfequently eafily 
moved to refiftance ; and though it was pro- 
bable they would not oppofe a change in 
their conftitution, it was not to be expeded 
they would contribute to it, unlefs their 
minds had been previoufly prepared for the 
purpofe, which would require both manage- 
ment and time to effed. 

Hence the king perceived, on the one 
hand, the hazard he ran, fhould he precipi- 
tate 
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fate the execution of his fchemes ; on the 
other, the afcendency the friends of England 
and Rufiia had acquired in the Diet, feemed 
to render delay equally dangerous. 

Thus circumftanced, he purfued the con- 
dud which might have been expeded from 
his prudence, his judgment, and his pene- 
tration. A condud which deceived all par- 
ties, and imperceptibly promoted his own 
ends, as much as it was calculated to defeat 
theirs. 

As the depofition of the fenate would be 
one of the firft objeds of the Caps, it be- 
came neceffary for the king to endeavotir to 
protrad, if he could not prevent their fete. 
.On this account it was requifite that the 
Diet fhould be rendered as iriadive. as poifi*. 
ble, by throwing difficulties in the way of 
every tranfadion, which in the ufual CQurfe 
of bufinefs was to precede thatmeafurc^ . . 

, One of the firft points gone into by the 
ftates after their meeting was, that of regu- 
lating the alTurances which were to be iigned 
:by his majefty previous to his coronation, 

. This created a difpute between the houfe 
of nobles and the other orders, A coolnefs 
had for fome time before fuWifted betwee» 

them, 
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tbcm, owing to a very imprudent ftep taken 
by the fenate the preceding fummer^ 

Upon a particular occafibn lihey >had laid it 
down as a maxim^ that all the great offices 
of the -ftate -were to be filled by the nobili- 
ty only. The inferior orders aflerted that 
this was diredtly contrary to the futidamen* 
t9J law>^ of the conftitution, and that every 
jB^Q, of merit of whatfoever rank, was cli- 
giblejto the hi^hfcft offices ;. and they were 
even much difpofed to decide that a burgher 
might be a fenaton 

. jCointenti&ns pf this fort in a free flate^ 
iave-b**!! *ver faCal to libenty^ and on« 
^re^t;defedj in the :tSwedi(h form 6f govern- 
iricnt If as, that ip its ownnEture it was pe- 
^ftsliv*^. liobk^ to tfaetn. 

To "wfdcn thfs* breach between the houle 
tjf ndbles an^'^hc other ofders, became evi- 
derfHy the intere^b^ the court party, from 
dt^tradency toaeateithat ina^ivity in the 
•Diet; fdiich was fo -gvowable tb <fie views 
ioftbeiing. 

Notwithftandihg that it is to be" prefumed 

^ig majeffly feeretly ^fomented this difunion 

•among the ftates, he had the aft however at 

^iic6 *o reap every advantage he conld derive 

• * from 
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ftom it, and at the fame time to acquire in 
the eyes of the nation all the merit of endea- 
vouring to heal di^iiioM fa pr^iidiGid to 
tbeftate. 

With a paternal care he appeared folici- 
tons only to reconcile the difTerent parties to 
each other, whom he amufed by repeated 
propofal& for an accommodlation between 
them^ which he 'welj knew eould not, not 
ever in reality wiflied fhonH take place : 
yet his difcour fes wore fnch an air of fince- 
rity, he fecmed animated by fo warm a zeal 
for the happinefs of hi^ people, appeared fo 
indifferent to his own intereftfs, and ib in- 
defatigable in niing every means which. could 
in any fhape promote union among the mem- 
bers of the Diet, that it wa* hardly poffiblc 
to penetrate inta his- real intentions. 

'•* If,'* faid he, in the conclqfion of one of 
his fpeeches, ** my intentions were lefs pure, 
** lefs innocent, lefs fincere 5 if my heart was 
*^ not filled witb the moft tender love for my 
country j for its independence^ its liberty, 
its glory, and its happtnefs j 1 might quietly 
** have watched my opporttrnity, and after 
*' the example of other kings, my predec^f- 
>• fors, have fei:ied f!he occarfion id tarke ad- 

2 '* vantage 
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" vantage, of their divifion^, at the expence 
" of their liberty and their laws " 

Such was the language held by the king^ 
He even went a ftep farther. He fent to 
the Englifh and Ruffian minifters, to know 
whether by their means a union of the par- 
ties could not be brought about. 

, His majefty likewife fet many negociati- 
ons on foot for this purpofe, which could 
^.nfwer no other end than to expofe the con- 
dud of the ftates to the nation, and place 
his own in the raoft amiable point of view. 
By the one, he was fure to add to his popu- 
larity j by the other, he hoped to create 
among the people a diflike to their form of 
government. 

, The point in difpute between the houfc 
of nobles and the other orders, was, whe- 
ther any addition fhquld be made to the aC- 
furances which had been figned by the late 
liing in 175 1. . 

. The latter afTerted, that as many new laws 
had taken place fince that period, it was ne- 
ceffary fome aotice fhould be taken of them 
in the alTurances his prefent majefty was to 
give. The former infifted that thofe fhould 
remain as, they were. Both parties adhered 
.> ; ^ perti- 
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pertinacioufly to their opinion, and thft con- 
fequence was that a ftop was, in a great mea- 
fure, put to the proceedings of the Diet. 

The lower orders had certainly on this 
occafion juft grounds for complaint, and per- 
haps to fufped the fincerity of the king. 
What had been refolved upon by three of the 
orders, could not, according to the form of 
government, any longer be confidered as a 
matter in difpute, but ought immediately to 
have paffed into a law. This the nobles had 
evaded by endeavouring to render the prefent 
cafe, one of thofe in Virhich the unanimous 
confent of the four orders was requifite. 

They alTerted that their privilege would be 
attacked by Ibme of the additions which the 
inferior orders propofed to make to the king^s 
affurances. His majefty therefore by taking 
advantage of this evafion, and refufing to 
fign the affu fauces without the concurrence 
of the nobles, rendered it tolerably evident, 
that he was not altogether £q anxious to fee 
union eftablifhed among the; ftates, as he en- 
deavoured to have his fubjeds imagine. 

There was another reafon ftill ftronger for 
their entertaining this opinion. The Caps had 
even in the houfe of nobles a very confidera- 

Z 2 ble 
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Bfe party. The king 9 friends in that hotrf^ 
eould have turned the majority in favour of 
the Cap patty by abandoning the HatS; Con- 
fequently it wa^ in^ his Majefty's power at any 
time to hive had the cDncurrence of that houie 
to the affurances which- he declared himfelT 
fo ready tof^n, if fuqh eoncurreace could be 
obtained'.* 

la* this maimer wasthcDret rendered inac- 
tlvfe, and its operations fufpendcdj fb thar 
though the ftsrtes had been affembfed in Ju ne^ 
it was- not till the February following^ that is, 
till eight moilths aft«r, that the affuranc5es 
were finally ftjgnlated and fignedfey fih M^^ 

The obfKnacy of the lower orders not to 
fiaffer any alteration to be made in tlliem^ to^ 
gether wi4?h the inability of the leaders of the 
Caps tagain a^ majority in the houfe of nobles^ 
had even then rendered this a point of thcr 
ntmoii difficulty 5 and its being at length ac-^ 
compli(l»dwa»^ altogether owing to the prnt^ 
dente a?nd moderation of a few of the chiefs^ 
of the Hat party, who^ became apprehenfive 
of fonse material' br^each in^ the conAitutionv 
fhould the confufioa in public afiairs continue* 
much longer. They therefore sfft&od the 

Gaps 
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Caps on this occaiion in carry! ng the aflSarances 
through the houfe cSf laobles. 

But this confufion liad already lafted fuffici- 
ently long to make an impreffion on the peo- 
ple J to expofe the defeds of the form of go- 
vernment 5 to (hew the influence that foreign 
powers Tiad acquired in the Diet, and to dis- 
play the wifdom, the difintereftednefs, and 
patriotifm of the king, who had fo often, tho' 
in vain, offered his mediation to accommodate 
the difputes which agitated the Diet. It had 
■been of fufficient duration to enable his ma- 
jefty, fecretly to take many of tliofe fteps which 
were preparatory to the blow he intended to - 
ftrike. 

No metbods bad beeri in the mean time left 
tintried to foment the jealpufies which fiibfift- 
€d between the different orders, and if pofS- 
ble to bring them to an open breach. There 
were emiffaries lik^ewife planted in every part 
of the kingdom, for the purpofe of fowing 
4ifconteut among the inhabitants ; of render- 
ing them difaffeded to the eilablifbed go- 
vernmentj and pf exciting them to an infiir- 
reflion* 

Th^ affair oi the afTtimoccs being thus de- 
termined, the ncxt^poiol gQfte into by the 

ftates 
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ftates was, an enquiry into the conduct of the 
fenate fince the laft Diet, The fecrqt depu-r 
tation appointed for this purpofe did not firr 
nifh their examination till the end pf March j 
the refult of which was, that the fenators hatl 
forfeited the confidence .of the ft^teg, and th^ 
three inferior orders camp to a refplution^ to 
depofp them all. 

This was a refolution equally violent, im* 
politic, andunjuft; and was entered into by 
the Cap party in dired oppofi^ion to the ad- 
vice of the wjfeft of their own leaders, as well 
as that of the foreign miijifter? who fyppprted 
them. In common prudence they ihould have 
obferved fome meafures with the Hat?, and 
have difmifTed fuch a number of them only 
from the fenate^ a$ would be fufficient to fe- 
cure themfelves a majority in that body. It 
was certainly the height of folly in them to 
render the other party defperate, at a time 
they knew a defign was formed agatnft their 
conftitution, and to make the Hats indifferent 
to its fate by leaving them no intereft in its 
prefervation. Had indeed this ftep been ta- 
ken at the commencement of tbd Diet, the 
confequences of exafperating that party might 
not then have beeri equally fatal. But after 
a delay of ten months, chiefly occafioned by the 

pbftinacy 



( . 343 . ) 
obftmcy of the three lower orders *, a delay 
of which the king had taken every .advan- 
tage tp .preparie for the execution of his 
plan^ which he. hjad now nearly brought to 
maturity 5 it was '.perhaps impoffible for the 
Qap3 fo have wade choice of a conduct better 
calculated to accelerate the reyQlntjon' they, 
intended to gviar4 agsiaft- Tbisy therefore, 
may .;bef c<jnfidered ^s 6ne of the -pjriocipal 
caufesof the extraordinary facility witjh which 
the ^eyojiution was brought about. 

The fa^ was, that the lower, or4efSr; of the 
Cap party, finding • themfelves . cprnpletely. 
oafter§ of the piet^ l?ecame into^^icfitc;^ with 
their fuccefs. They were no longen^o be go-r 
yerned by the councils which the abilities 
of the Britiflj enyoy ?ind count Oiftennan ha4 
hitherto didated to them, and tp which they 
were, chiefly indebted for the.fuperiority they 
had obtained over their opponents, 

Trai^fported by thqr animolity towards 
the a-dyerfe party,; by their greedinefs of 
emolument and thirfl: for power, they fet 
n6 bonnds to their defires, no limits to their 
4emands. Nothing lefs would fatisfy them 
than the total exclufion of the Hats from 
every office of profit, truft, or dignity. In 

the 



( 3H^ ). 
the Ttoiencc of thcCt purfuits they forgot 
there was one point itleait ia which many 
of that party eoindded with them in opini- 
on ; n;ainely, that the oonftitution Ihould be 
preferveci They fijrgot the dangers with 
which that was threatened, and how much 
they wonld ftand in need of the afliClanee of 
the oppofite^ patty to enable them to avert 
the ibokie hy whidi k was likely to fell. 

The kih^, wHofe fagacity nothing could 
efcape, whofe vigilance never failed to feize 
npon'e\rety circnmftance which could pro- 
mote Kri ends, inflantly faw the folly of the 
Caps, and loft not ^ moment to tak* advan- 
tage of ^Jt, . ' 

It then furnifhed matter of furpiiae, that 
the refolution of the three inferior orders 
relative to the depofition of the ienators^ 
{houldbe immediately agreed to by thehoufe 
of nobles. It was expelled that this mea^ 
fure would have been iftioft violently oppofed 
by the court party, and the fuecefs' tf£ the 
Caps on this occafion in all the four orders, 
was coniSdct^d as a final overthrow of the 
French and Hat intereft. But it fbouid ra- 
ther have been attributed to that refined 

policy 
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poiicy which dire<aed the condud of his 
Swedifli majefty. 

The prefervatibn of a fenate in the Hat 
interefi: was now no longer an objeft with 
the king, whatever it might have been at 
the commencement of tlie Diet. It had been 
only neceffary for him to prevent' for a time 
the eftablifliment of a Cap adminiftration. 
In this fee had fucoe^ded. The more violent 
the Caps afterwards became in their meafures 
againit the other paf ty, the ^fs likely were 
his majefty^s ^figns ^o meet with the oppo- 
fition he might otherwife have apprehended, 
from focfe of the Hats as -had fe-itheo-to de- 
claimed themfelveg warm friends to the con- 
ftitntioa. To fees them Uript of their offices, 
dt^rived of tJieir power^ and m a manner 
profcrrbe^ by theiT airtagonifts, was what, 
perhaps, at the preient jiindwre^ he wx>uld 
fecredy have wiflied. It could npt fail to 
render the HateK, iii fome degree, dependent 
upon himfelf,. afad teach them to iook up to 
him done for iupport 

*Some fteps had indeed been afeeady made 
apparently with this view. In the precedii^ 
"December it had/been notified to the Hat 
party, that aM pecuniary afliftance was from 
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that time to ccafe. This naturally created 
great diffatisfadion among them, as maiiy. of 
them had jio other refource to enable them 
to attend the Diet, but what .they derived 
from money given them by their leaders. 
However, all poflible pains. ,were taken to pa- 
cify them, by promife3 pf fayoy r and advance-- 
ment from the king. 

The Hats then not only perceived thena-i. 
felves on the point of being .deprived of 9^11 
their power and influence for the prcifent^ 
but that every future exp?datioia of their be- 
ing reftered to either would infallibly bede- 
flroyed, fhould the plan of: the B.ritifh and 
Ruffian miniflers; take plajce; They fotefaw 
that this would be the confeqwnce of their 
being fupplanted by a Gap adminiftratioji. 
They kne\v that, unfupported by France^ 
they would be then left at the mercy. of 
that party which they had fo often opprcfV 
fed ; the loaders of which* ^ey had on a 
former occaflon brought .td thelcaffold :.and 
of whofe animofity againft them they had 
jiow fuch convincing proofs, 'In fhort, they 
.beheld their rivals rifing upon., their ruin, 
and ready^^O' adopt a plaq, calculated to ex- 
clude them So^ ever, frooi anj^^fljare iri.the 

.government. 

Thus 
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Thus circiimftanced the fears of the Hats 
for the fafety of the conftitution muft natu- 
rally have yielded to their appprehenfions 
for their own. Accordingly many of them 
became fecretly inclined to co-operate with 
the king in whatever he fhould undertake j 
and fuch of them as had always declare4 
themfelves averfe to any meafures which 
diredly tended to overturn the conftitution, 
retired from Stockholm to their country feats j 
there qpietly to wait the eyent, ^ 

Among thefe was field marflial count Fer* 
fon, who was one of tht^ ableft of the lead-^ 
efs of the Hat party, and who, though 4 
zealous p&rtizaft of the coUrt of France, had 
be?n ever confid^red as w^rpily attached to 
the eftablifhed form. of government/ ^ 

The ajbfence of the count, .who was like- 
wife cplonel' of . the guards, was a circum^ 
ftance as favourably to the views of his ma^ 
jefty, as the moft fanguiije of his adherents 
coijld have. vi^iftie(5C 

After thQ.depoiition of the fenate had 
been yefolved on by thcvftates, they pro- 
^.qpeded to the choiqe of the perfons who jvere 
,to form the: new adminiftratjon ; but from 
^he iflode prefpriljed by the form of govern- 
ment 
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Hient on tbofe occafions, it was in the power 
of the court party to create fuch a delay, as 
the ftate of his majefty's afiairs might iliJl 
render neceflary-, by which meani, together 
with the bufincfs of the coronation, the ope- 
rations of the Diet were fnfpended as long 
as they judged proper. 

* In the mean time, the king had affcmbled 
a corps of about one hundred and fifty of- 
ficers, commanded by lieutenant colonel 
Springporten, vnder pretence of exercifing 
them in miKtary manoeuvres; but in fad to 
found their difpofitions, and to attach them 
to his perfon. Thefe conftaatly attended him ; 
by his amiable afiability he foon won upon 
their affedions, and infpired them with a 
zeal to fupport his caufe. 

The abilities of this prince knew how to 
render the moft cafua! circuraftances inftru- 
mental in promoting his defigns. 

There was at that jundure an accidental 
dearth of corn in the kingdom, which had re- 
duced the inhabitants to the greateft diftrefs. 
The court party took infinite pains to propa- 
gate an opinion among the people, that the 
fcarcity was intirely owing to the ' negligence 
of the ftates, in not having provided againft 

it. 
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It, by encouraging the importation of forejgfl 
corn. This was certainly a gronndlefs charge^ 
The fa^ was, the ftates had ufed their utmoft 
endeavours to relieve the people, and had for 
that purpofe font no ineonfidcrable qiiantity 
of corn to the governors of the different pro- 
vinces to be difpofed of ^tmong the inhabif- 
ants of tkeir reipcdtive diftrids. Bmt the 
kin^s party, in order to foment the difcontents 
which reigned in the naticwi, had the art to 
prevail upon fuch of the governors as were 
devoted to his intereft, to with-hold ffotlx thole 
over whom, they prefided, the fupply whick 
the Diet had provided for them ^ and thus by 
cre^ing an' artificial want, to add to the dif- 
trefles, whidi the failure of the preceding crops 
had already createi No meafure could have 
been better calculated to irritate the people 
againfi the goverument, and it was attended 
with a fuccefs equal to the policy by which it 
was didated^ Complaints were echoed from: 
every quarter of the kingdom, and nothing^ 
but the fubmiffive temper of the Swedes could 
have prevented an open infurredion. 

They became however, by this means not 
only prepared, but anxious for a change of 
their mafters ; and no means^ wei^ left untried 

by 
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by the king's friends, which could tend to ex- 
cite them to a revolt. 

. Pcrfons were employed in every province, 
to exhort the people to repair to Stockholm, 
and lay their grievances before the throne; 
fimilar attempts were pradifed even in the 
capital. And if it was found difficult to pre- 
vail upon them, to have recourfe to violence, 
they were taught, however, to behold with- 
out concern the fubverfion of their confti- 
tution* 

While his majefty, and thofe who had his 
confidence, were thus occupied, an adminiftra- 
tion was at length formed, compofed of the 
friends of England and Ruffia, The former 
negociation relative to a treaty between Swe- 
den and Great Britain was immediately re- 
newed ; and a new one fet on foot to lay the 
foundation of another between Sweden and 
Ruffia. It might have been expeded that at 
the prcfent crifis thefe treaties would have 
been concluded with that expedition which 
the critical ftate of affairs feemed to render 
fo neceffary. The fame difficulties which, 
had formerly prevented their being carried in- 
to execution were, however, again ftartedj the 
lofs of the million and a half of livres annu- 
ally 
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ally from France, and the neceffity of obtain- 
ing a fubfidy in lieu of them, were ftill infifted 
upon as ftrongly as even The new admini- 
ftration appeared much more folicitous to de* 
prive the Hats of every fliare of power, than 
to adopt the only meafure that could give fta* 
bility to their own. 

They were without doubt fully convinced 
of the neceffity of that meafure j and their 
true motives for throwing obftacles in its way 
were by no means fo juftifiable as the often* 
iible reafons they gave for their condud. 

They had early in July not only received 
intimations from different authorities concern- 
ing the reality of the king's defigns againft the 
conftitution, but even the very mode by which 
thofe defigns were to be carried into execu- 
tion had been pointed out to them. From 
the nature of the intelligence however it was 
impoffible to furnifh them with proofs of its 
authenticity. Some on this account afFeded 
to difbelieve it; others confidered the differ- 
ent plans they had heard of, as impradica- 
ble ; and the greater part imagined, that ad- 
mitting any of them to be attempted, they 
could with eafe defeat them. 

Such 
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Sudfe was at leaft tbe language held on thg 
occafian. But in fad the rtiembers of the 
Diet were bcconie fa deplorably comipt, that 
it was ncccfltary to pwehafe their confent 
even to their own falvation. Under pretence 
of demanding a frtbfidy for their conntry, they 
in reality aimed at higher pecuniary gratifica- 
tions to theiBffelves. More money was re- 
quired by them, of thofe powers who had pla- 
ced the reins of gorernme^nt in their hand*, 
for the avowed purpofe of inducing the ftatcs 
to accede to an alliance, upon which they 
knew their very exiftfenec depended. They 
not only truftcd their fafety to the folicituiie 
thofe powers had teftified fo fee foch an alli- 
ance concluded, but notwitbftanding the criti* 
calnefs of their fttiaation, took advantage of 
that folicitude to enhance their price. In their 
appetite for gain they feemed to have loft all 
fenfc of their danger. Great Britain 2md 
Rulfia, aftoniflied at the»r folly, and provoked 
at the cxcefa of their venality, befitated a- 
while to gratify a rapacity which knew no 
bounds. In the mean time, the blow was 
ftruck ; and l^fore the Engliih and Ruffian 
minifters received the fupply demanded of 
them, the Revolution was accomplifhed. 

A month 
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A month had thus elapfed in fruitlefs en-* 
dcavpurs on the part of the minifters of 
Great Britain and Rulfia to carry the affair 
of the treaties through the different orders ; 
and tjie moment drew nigh which was to 
decide the fete of the conftitution. 

The apprehenfions 6f the ruling party 
were at length roufed by an incident, which 
corroborated too fully the intimatiom they 
had already received of defigns againft the 
conflitution, to allow them any longer to 
remain inadive. 

Hitherto the king's adherents had ufed 
fome caution and fecrefy in their endeavours 
to foment the difcontents of the people. A 
libel was now found ftuck up in the mofl 
public parts of Stockholm, exciting the in- 
habitants to an infurredion. The leaders of 
the Caps immediately took the alarm j they 
alTembled and refolved to bring the matter 
before the fecret committee, when fome mea- 
fures of defence Ihould be propofed to guard 
againfl furprife. 

But the marfhal of the Diet, who was en- 
tirely devoted to the king, refuled to let the 
committee meet upon that day, and thus de- 
layed a flep which could not haye been made 
with too much expedition. 

A a However 
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HoVvevfit when the committee did affem- 
ble, thdy ordered a battalion of the regiment 
of Upland to hold itfelf in readinefs to 
mafch. Colonel Springporten, of whom 
they had many reafons to entertain the 
ftrongeft fufpicions^ and. of whofe continu- 
anceat Stockholm, they were very apprehen- 
five, received like wife orders to repair to 
Finland -, nominally for the purpofe of pre- 
venting a tumult there, but in reality to 
keep him at a diflance. General Rudbeck, 
grand governor of Stockholm, upon whom 
the committee had a thorough reliance, and 
who was likewife one of the moil popular 
men in the kingdom, was difpatched into 
Scania, to Gottenbourg and Carlfelona, to 
quiet the minds of the inhabiiants, and 
counterad the manoeuvres of the emiflaries 
of the court ; and general Pecklin, the ablell 
and boldeft of the leaders of the Caps, was 
charged with the difedion of fuch meafures, 
as might be neceffary for the tranquillity 
of the city during the governor's abfence. 

The commiffion appointing the general to 
this truft, was fent the Tanie d^y to the king, 
who was at one of his country houfes, for his 
fignaturej 'which his majfefty did not then 
think proper to comply, with, hor to take 

any 
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any notice of it afterwards in the fenatc ; by 
which means the general was prevented from 
entering into his office, till the king judged it 
would be too late for him to provide effedu- 
ally againft the attack it was now daily ex- 
pected his ttiajefty would make upon the 
ftates. 

The chief difad vantage ^the adminiAration 
lay under upon this occafiqn, was, that no 
meafure could be taken in the^ fenate with- 
out the king's knowledge, nor any carried 
into execution without the approbation of 
the fecret committee ; this rendering every 
fcheme of defence propofed by the ruling 
party in a great degree dependent on the will 
of the marlhal qf the Diet; without whofe 
confent that committee could not be aflem- 
bled, and who, as we have already feen, was 
ftrongly attached to the intereft of his ma- 
jefty. 

The royalifts, however, feemed highly 
alarmed at the preca^utions that w^re taken 
againft them. The king ^alone appeared un- 
concerned, and never betfayed in bis coun*- 
tenance or difcourfe the flighteft agitation of 
mind. 

, A a 2 He 
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He ftill continued to difguife his intentions 
in a manner that deceived even thofe who 
had been moft cautioned againft them. 

At this very time he defired an interview 
with the Ruffian minifter ; he informed him 
of his intentions of vifiting the emprefs of 
Ruffia, immediately after the conclufion of 
the Diet: adding, that he would the follow- 
ing day declare his refolution to the fenate ; 
iand obtain for this purpofe the confent of 
that committee, which he fo fhortly intended 
fhould have no power either to grant or re- 
fufe him any requeft. ' 

The Caps now began to lament that the 
treaty with Great Britain and Ruffia was in 
no greater forwardnefs, and to be thoroughly 
inclined to accede to the! propofals of thofe 
two powers. But this change of difpofition 
came too late. Some time muft neceflarily 
elapfe before fuch a meafure could be accom- 
pliftied, and his niajefty was too wife not to 
take advantage of the delay. The king now 
judged himfelf fecure of the major part of 
the officers of thofe regiments which were 
quartered at Stockholm. But he likewife 
conceived it would be neccflary for him to 
have no inconfiderable party among the pro- 
vincial troops. 

Thig 
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This was a point not cafily to be accom- 
plifhed. The Swedifh army confiffa of a 
militia, which is embodied only at certain 
times of the year. It was impoffible to af- 
femble them out of the ufual courfe without 
fome oftenfible reafon ; and if the ftates 
fliould be before-hand with his majefty, in 
giving orders for this purpofe, and appoint 
generals in the Cap intereft to command 
them, the king forefaw there would be an 
infurmountable obftacle to his defign. To 
prevail upon this militia to rife of their own 
accord in order to promote his views j at once 
to fhake off long habits of obedience, and 
turn their arms againft thofe from whom 
they were accuftomed to receive commands, 
was a meafure evidently impradicable. 

The king's brothers, prince Charles and 
prince Frederic, were at this jun6hire in the 
provinces of Scania and Oftrogpthia, where 
they had refided fbme time upon different 
pretences. 

The real objedJ: was to ingratiate them- 
felves with the officers, the foidiers, and the 
people. They pradifed there the fame arts 
the king had employed sat Stockholm for fimi- 
lar purpofes, and with nearly equal fuccefs. 

A a 3. But 
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Bnt ftill » prctqft wm wanting to ^liTemble 
the provincial ttoops. The princes had no 
Ipg^ ey thority over them 5 many of the offi^ 
cers were of the Cap p4rty, and it was not 
to be expedled they would pay obedience to 
orders given by thpfe who h^d no right to 
command the^i. 5uch ob^ience indeed 
would, according to the form of government, 
have been conftrwd into treafon. It b©^ 
came nepeflary therefore to create^ a cafe, thp 
exigency of which might juftjfy the oflicero 
in departing from the ftri^ line of their 
dijty, (hould they be induced to affemble 
their refpeftive cgrpsat the fimple requeft of 
the king'§ brother, without waiting for foi^ 
mal orders from the fecret committee, 

A plan had been fome time formed for 
tTiis p^rpofe. Among the inferior officers 
with whom the king had an opportunity of 
converfing, there was a captain named HeU 
Kchius, who had attracted his notice, HeU 
lichius was pofTefled of that bold and daring 
fpirit, whitfh, when accompanied by ambiti- 
on, pr^jppts to the moft hajwirdouis under-^ 
takings. He had long afpi^ after the ho-^ 
nours of nobility, and wasi impatient fg^ »n 
opportunity to diftinguifh bimfel£ The 
king faw into his charadler, and refolved to 

make 
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make him one of his principal infinimdnts in 
his deiigns. 

Hellichiu9 was accordingly trufted with 
the fecret of the intended revolution, and in^ 
ftruded in the part he was to perform in it. 
Being commandant of the fortrefs of Chrif- 
tianftadt, one of the moft important in Swe- 
den, it was fixed, that oa an appointed day 
he ihould pijblifh a manifefto againft the 
plates, in which h^i fhoyld dwell upon the 
cjiftreffes pf the peqple, the unheard of 
dearnefs qf every necpffary of life ; and 
attribute t^^e whole to foreign influence, 
and the cprryption which reigned in the 
Piet. 

IJp vf9A irnmpdi^tely afterwards to pjfcite 
jhe trpops undpr hjs command to revolt, to 
(hut the gates c^ the fortreft, and prepare for 
its defence. At the f^me time he was to 
difpatch an officer to prince Charles, who, 
under pretence of having made his efcape, 
was to acquaint the prince with what had 
happened, and by that means enable him to 
prevail upon the officers of the neighbour- 
ing-regiments to aiTemble their men, and put 
themfelves under his command, for the ofr 
tenfible purpofe of fuppreffing the growing 

rebellion. 
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rcbcliion.. No plan could have been, better 
conceived, noiie could have been more fiic- 
cefsfully executed, 

Hellichius fulfilled^his inftru^tions to the 
minuteft article, and the prince almoft inune-- 
diately appeared at the head of five regi- 
ments. 

As thefe troops had thu3 voluntarily put 
themfelves under the command of prince 
Charles, were altogether unacquainted with 
his real intentions, and ignorant of what was 
going forward at Stockholm, it was no dif- 
ficult paatter for him to create among them 
fuch a difpofition as would be favourable tp 
Jiis defigns. Reports were fpread in this ar- 
my, that the conftitution was indeed in 
danger, but not from the quarter whence 
danger was in reality to be apprehended, 
It was, on the contrary, whifpered that a de- 
fignwas formed againft the king, which 
perhaps aimed at more than depriving him 
of his crown j that it was intended to efta- 
bliih an ariftocratic form of government, 
pnder the diredion of Ruflia; againft which 
country the Swedes had entertained an an^ 
cicnt antipathy. Such reports, at that time 
out; of the reaph of cpntradi^ion, could pot 

f^il 
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fail to make impreffion. And had the king's 
attempt at Stockholm proved unfuccefsful, 
the meafures which the ftates might in con- 
fequence of it have legally purfued, would 
have been confidered as corroborating proofs 
of the truth of thofe reports. 

Had the fenate then arrefted his majefty, 
it would have been attributed, not to the ne- 
ceffity he had himfelf laid them under of tak- 
ing that violent ftep, but to a premeditated 
defign, • correfponding with that of which 
they had been accufed. 

Thefe troops therefore thus prepared, and 
headed by the brother of their fovereign, 
would not have hefitated in ftich a cafe to 
have marched to his relief. 

Thus his majefty, though engaged in ,an 
enterprize in which fecrecy was fo requifite, 
that there were not perhaps half a dozen 
perfons in the kingdom privy to it, contriv- 
ed to guard againft every contingency which 
might happen. 

Happily for the king, the event proved 
he had no need of any other fupport than 
what he derived from his talents and his po* 
pularity, 

On 
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On the (ixtcenth of Augufl, general Rud« 
beck, who in his tour through Sca^ni^, had 
attempted to vifit the fortrefs of Chriftian* 
Aadt,^ and had therefore become acquainted 
with what was going forward there, returned 
fuddenly to Stockholm late at night ; and the 
fecret conmittee being affembled ne^ft ^nprn- 
ing, he iiiformed then> of the revolt of FJel- 
lichius. 

Upon this report the committee immedi^ 
ately refolved, that a battalion of the regi- 
ment of Upland, and another of that of 
Sudermania, fhould be ordered into the city 
pf Stockholm 5 and that tlje cftvalry of the 
burghers fhoqld p^trole the ftreets every 
night. 

They HkewifQ refolved that two regiments 
pf cavalry Should in>ai<idiately iQveft the for- 
treft pf Chriftijiinftsdtj ^nd a deputation v/os 
fept to the f^natp to cowmunicatp to the^i 
the rqfolutions that had been taken, apd tp 
have them carried into execution. 

The fen^te at the fame time defired the 
king to remain in town, ^nd difpgitched two 
couriers to the princes his brothers, to order 
them to return immediately. 

Even 
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Even now that the firfl ftep to\yirds the 
revolution had in h€t been taken, it would 
have been ftill impoflible, from his majeftyV 
conduft and deportment, to have penetrated 
into hia defigns, had there been no other 
grounds for fufpeding him. 

The furprize he was able to affed at the 
news of the revolt ; the concern he fo well 
conterfeited on the occafion j and his appa- 
rent readinefs to concur with the fenate in 
every meafure they thought requifite, not 
only in order to fupprefs the rebellion, but to 
provide like wife for their own fecurity, afto- 
niftied the few who were not the dupes of 
his behaviour, as much as it deceived the ma- 
ny who were. 

When general Rudbeck firft communicat- 
ed this intelligence to the king, his majefty 
embraced him, called him his beft friend, and 
fo warmly expreffed his obligations to him, 
that the good old general, although one of 
the chiefs of the Cap party, Iqft his majef- 
ty*s prefence firmly perfuaded, not only that 
he had not been privy to the revolt in Sca- 
nia, but that it was impoflible the reports 
could be true concerning the king's defigns 
upon the conftitution. 

This 
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This was the^ more extraordinary, as the 
general had certainly a long time before fuf- 
peded thofe defigns. 

It is probable the king now deferred 
giving the final blow to the power of 
the ftates, only till he had received from 
prince Charles the news of his having fuc- 
ceeded in afferabling and putting himfelf 
at the head of a confiderable body of 
the provincial troops. In the mean time 
however he gave a new proof of his ability 
in gaining over to his intereft all he had an 
opportunity of converfing with. 

The cavalry of burghers, who had been 
ordered to patrole the ftreets, were accom- 
panied by his majefty in their rounds. The 
fenate could find no pretext to objed to this, 
as it certainly Jiad the appearance of nothing 
more than a laudable zeal in his majefty to 
preferve the tranquility of the city. But 
the king knew how to make another ufe of 
it. In the courfe of two nights only, thole 
very perfons whom the ftates had armed for 
their defence, were, by the almoft fafcinat- 
ing power his majefty poflTefled, converted 
into zealous well-wiftiers of his caufej and 
they were afterwards among the foremoft to 
declare themfelves in his favour. ' 

When 
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When the king had received prince Char- 
les's letter, with the account of his being at 
the head otf five regiments, he immediatel/ 
fent it to the fcnate, who laid it before the 
fecret committee. In this letter the prince 
expreffed a ftrong defire to be continued in 
the command of the troops he had affem- 
bled, taking an opportunity at the fame time 
to declare his inviolable attachment to liber- 
ty. The fenate however refufed, as might 
have been expeded, to comply with his re- 
queft, and appointed one of their own body 
to command in the room of the prince. 

The critical moment was now come, when 
delay far from being any longer neceflary to 
the king's defigns, muft, on the contrary, 
prove fatal to them. 

- Only two days had elapfed fince the re- 
volt in Scania was known at Stockholm. 
We have feen how the king employed part 
of that time in gaining the cavalry of the 
burghers } during the remainder of it his 
emiffaries were bufy in every quarter of the 
town, talking and treating with the foldi- 
crs of the guards, and the* artillery. His 

ooajefty 

* ^ pnvate foldier gave on this occafion an inftance of fidelity 
which deferve, to be recorded. The night preceding the revolu- 

tion. 
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majefiy likewife aflcmbled all the officers 
who were devoted to him^ and attended by 
them paraded through the ftreets, not only 
for the purpofe of fliev^ing himfclf to thd 
people, but even for that of converfing with 
all who approached him. The fenators and 
others, who were moft concerned in their 
confequencee, were advertifed of thefe mo* 
tions; but fome trufted to the precautions 
already refolved upon, and oji the point of 
being carried into execution j while others, 
and much the greater part, intimidated by 
the king's popularity, and the attachment 
the officers teftified to his perfbn, were per- 
fuaded^ that if any fteps were taken towards 
confining his majefty to his palace, or any 
open declarations were made of the ftates 
diftrufting him, that it would accelerate the 
revolution, and bring it on before the rai- 
ments they had ordered into town for their 
fafety, and which were thea within a day^s 
jnarch, could arrive. 

But the fame r<afons which prevented the 
fenale from adopting any violent meafure, 

tion, the king being delifous of viiiting the arfenal, went thither, 
and ordered the fentinel to admit liam, The kttef refiifed. t>> 
jou know who you are fpeaking to ? cried the king. Yes, an- 
iwered the foldier, but I likewife know my duty. 

previous 
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previous to the aprival of thofe jegimente, 
rendered it incumbent on his majelly to haften 
with all poffible expedition the execution of 
his plan. 

Should we now give a glailce batk at the 
flate of affiiirs in Sweden from the time 
when England and Ruilia firft jointly opu 
pofed the influience France had acquired 
there, we muft perceive that every defed 
and vice in the government had^ during that 
pte'riod, arrived at full maturity. The prihw 
triples of corruption, interwoven in the ori- 
jgiAal frame of the conftitution, cultivated 
atid jprotefted by the policy t)f Fraiice, had 
beifore gradtisilly expanded themfelves. But 
when other powers adopted the fame policy. 
Venality 6f a fudden rofe to a height among 
Ithe Swedes, of which the hiftory of the moft 
corrupt people of antiquity can fcarcely af- 
ford us an adequate idea. The animofity 
that already fubfifted between the different 
parties which divided the ftate then became 
fomented and embittered, by that which 
the foreign powers refpedively fupporting 
them entertained towards each other. 

Among the higher ranks of people, their 
^tachmeht to the conftitution, or even to 

therr 



( 36S ) 
their country was abated by the violence c^ 
party hatred, and diverted by the eagemefs 
of gain. Among the lower ranks, the fpirit 
and charader of the nation were degraded 
by fervility and an abje£l fubmiffion, as -well 
as debafed by the traffic carried on in the 
Diets. The contagion of corruption had 
fpread itfelf from the capital to the moft 
diftant provinces. That conftitution defign- 
cd to eftablifh liberty, became, in the hands 
of thofe whom it intrufted with any fhare of 
power, only the infbnment of their obtain- 
ing foreign gold. They had no objeS but 
felfifh gratification, no views but fuch as 
they adopted from the fuggeftions of foreign 
minifters. For the 1 aft nine years the go- 
vernment had continually fliifted backwards 
and forwards into the hands of two different 
fets of men, of oppofite interefts, purfuing 
oppofite fyftems, fupported by powers ini- 
mical to each other \ by turns perfecuting or 
perfecutedj who, as each happened to gain 
the fuperiority over their antagonifts, became 
felicitous only to revenge former injuries, or 
guard againft future refehtments. 

It -was not furprizing if a government fo 
conduded had loft the refped and confidence 
of the people. 

Should 
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Should we ne^t confi(ier th« policy with 
which the king bad t^rfljed all ^efe circum-f 
ftances to his o>vn ad vantage j^r, with how 
much addrefs he had -fongieffitod ithe difcoxir. 
tents which had at length begioi; to prevaij 
iamong the people; with how riuuch ability- 
he* had prepared tbeiif minds for.fcbe changp 
he riioditated ; how welLheliad-futceededih 
cxpofing the vfendlity and cobcuptiou (rf ^thc 
iUtes, by a condu«3 which had ^ -the fkm^ 
time gained him tdie love of his ftufojec^s ; and 
lafily, when wexeflecfl that no%nation in En- 
rope entertain a higher veneration for the 
r^al dignity than the lower ra^ks of the 
5wedes heave at alltij|ie;5 teftified- after tak- 
ing this view, I fay, of the Hate of af^irs 
in. Sweden at the juniiure we are treating 
of, it might apf)ear that the. king' ran little or 
iK>rrifque in endeavouring to overturn at one 
blow, afabricdefedi vein, all its parts; the 
foundation of which had been long fapped ; 
and which by the depravity of ^thoife whofe 
interefl: it was to defend it, waisjeft deiJitute 
of fupport. 

TThe fad was however otherwife. The 
circumftances I have enumerated, did indeed 
opexate greatly in his favour : but it is like- 
\?ife to be confidered on the other hand, that 

B b thd 
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the king was certain of meeting with oppofi- 
tion from a party which had compleatly got 
the pdffcflion of the reins of government ; 
that he himfelf had no (hare of the executive 
power, and. could not, unknown to the fe- 
nate, give orders to a fihgle company of his 
own guards, without a breach of the conftitu- 
tion ; that the fenate were apprifed of his 
intentions againft them, had taken proper 
precautions, :and that troops commanded by 
ojSicers warmly attached to the ruling party, 
we're within a few hours march of Stock- 
holm. 

Secure of the afFedions of the people, his 
majefty might perhaps have relied upon their 
not oppofing him ; but their fubmiflivc 
temper likewife precluded him from any ex- 
pedation of their taking an.adive part in hts 
favour. The whole therefore turned upon 
this (ingle point, viz. the impreffion his firft 
harangue (hould make upon the foldiers. 
Should they even hefitate to embrace his 
caufe, the tragical cataftrophe of the year 
1756, in confequence of an undertaking (i- 
milar to that in which he was embarked, im-- 
diately prefented itfelf to his view. 

Thus 
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Thus circumftanced his Swedifli Majefty, in 
the morning of the nineteenth of Auguft, de- 
termined to throw oiF the mafk, and feize by 
force upon that power which the ftates had fo 
long abufed, or perifh in the attempt. 

As he was preparing to quit his apartment, 
fome agitation appeared in his countenance : 
but it did not feem to proceed from any ap- 
prehenfions for his own fate. Great as this 
prince's ambition is, his humanity is not infe- 
rior to it. He dreaded left the blood of fome 
of his fubjedls might be fpilt in confequence 
of an enterprize, which he could not flatter 
himfelf to fucceed in without having recourfe 
to violence. 

His whole condud during that day, as well 
as after the revolution had taken place, jufti- 
fies this conjedure. 

A confiderable number of officers, as well 
as other perfons, known to be attached to the 
royal caufe, had been fummoned to attend his 
majefty on that morning. Before ten he was 
on horfeback and vifited the regiment of artil- 
lery. As he pafled through the ftreets he was 
more than ufually courteous to all he met, 
bowing familiarly to the loweft of the people. 
On the king's return to his palace, the detach- 
B b 2 ment 
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ment which was to mount guard that day 
being drawn up together with that which was 
to be relieved, his majdfty retired with the 
officers into the guard-room. He then ad- 
dreffed them with all that eloquence of which 
he IS fo perfed a matter ; and after infinuating 
to thiem that his life was in danger, he expo- 
fed to them in the ftrongeft colours, the 
wret<:hed ftate of the kitigdom ; the (hackles 
in which it was hdd by meaiis of foreign gold; 
and the diffeniions and troubles arifing from 
the fame caufe, which had diftraded the Diet 
during the courfe of fourteen months. He 
aflured them that his bniy defign was to put 
an end to thefe diforders ; to banifli fcorrup- 
tion, reftore true liberty, and revive the anci- 
ent luftre of the Swfedifli name* Which had 
been long tarnilhed by a venality as notorious 
as it was dijfgraeeful. Then aiTuriiig them in 
the ftrongeft terms that he difckimed for ever 
all abfolute power, or what the Swedes call 
fovereignty, he concluded with thefe words : 
" I am obliged to defend my own liberty^ and 
" that of the kingdom, againft the ariftocracy 
" which reigns. Will you be faithful to me 
*' as your forefathers were to Guftavus Vafa, 
" and Guftavus Adolphus ? I will then rifle 
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" my life for your welfare, and that of my 
" country/' 

The ofiicers, moll of them young men, of 
whofe attachment the king had been long fe- 
cure, who did not thoroughly perhaps fee into 
the nature of the requeft his majefty made 
them, and were allowed no time to refled up- 
on it, immediately confented to every thing, 
and took an oath of fidelity to him. 

Three only refufed. One of thefe, Frederic 
Cederftrom, captain of a company of the 
guards, alledged he had already and very late^ 
ly taken an oath to be faithful to the ftates, 
and confequently could not take that which 
his majefty then exadled of him. The king, 
looking fternly at him, anfwered, " think of 
"- what you are doing.'' '' I do," replied Ce- 
•derftrom, "and what I think to-day I fhall 
" think to-morrow J and were I capable of 
" breaking the oath by which I am already 
"bound to the ftates, I fhould be likewife ca- 
" pable of breaking that your majefty now re- 
*' quefts me to take." 

The king then ordered Cederftrom to deli- 
ver up his fword, and put him in arreft. 

His majefty however, apprehenfive of the 
impreffion which the proper and refolute con- 
dud 
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dud of Ccderftrom might make upon the 
minds of the other officers, fhortly afterwards 
foftened his tone of voice, and again addref- 
fing himfelf to Cederftrom, told him, that as 
a proof of the opinion he entertained of him, 
and the confidence he placed in him,' he 
would return him^ his fword without infifting 
upon his taking the oath, and would only de- 
fire his attendance that day. Cederftrom 
continued firm^ he anfwered, that his ma- 
jefty could place no confidence in him that 
day, and that he begged to be ei^cufed from 
the fervice, 

WJhile the king was fhut up with the offi* 
cers, fenator Railing, to whom the command 
of the troops in the town had been given two 
.days before, came to the door of the guard- 
room, and was told that he could not be ad- 
mitted. The fenator infifted upon being pre- 
fent at the diflribution of the orders, and fent 
in to the king to defirc it; but was anfwered, 
he mi|ft go to the fenate, where his majefty 
would fpeak to him. 

The ofiicers then received their onlers from 
the king •, the firft of which was, that the two 
regiments of guards and of artillery fhould be 
immediately ^ffembled, and that a detachmem 
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of thirty grenadiers Ihould be pofted at the 
door of the council chamber, to prevent any 
of the fenators from coming out. 

But hefore thefe orders could be carried in- 
to execution, it was neceffary that the king 
{hould take another ftep ; a ftep upon which 
the whole fuccefs of his enterprize was to de- 
pend. This was to addrefs himfelf to the fol- 
diers ^ men wholly unacquainted with his de- 
figns, and accuftomed to pay obedience only 
to the orders of the fenate, whom they had 
been taught to hold in the higheft reverence. 

As his majefty, followed by the officers, was 
advancing from the guard-room to the parade 
for this purpofe, fome of them more cautious, 
or perhaps more timid than the reft, became, 
on a (hort refledion, apprehenfive of the con- 
fequences of the meafure in which they were 
engaged : they began to exprefs their fears to 
the king, that unlefs fome perfons of greater 
weight and influence than themfelves were to 
take a part in the fame caufe, he could hardly 
hope to fucceed in his enterprize. The king 
ftopped a while, and appeared to hefitate— 
The fate of the revolution hung upon that 
moment. A ferjeant of the guards over- 
heard their difcourfe, and. cried aloud — ^^ It 

'' (hall 
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" flialf ftfceded— long live Guft^vus/' Hi« 
majefty immediately faid, '* then I will ven- 
'' ture"-^ — and ftepping fofwatrd to the Ibldi- 
ers, he addrefled them in terms nearly fimilar 
to thofe he had made ufe of to the officers, and 
\<rith the fame fuccefs. They anfwered him 
with loud acclamations} one voice only faid, 
no 5 but it was not attended to. 

in the mean time fome of the king's emiC- 
faries had fpread a report about the town that 
the king was arretted. This drew the popu- 
lace to the palace in great numbers, where 
they arrived as his rtiajefty had concluded his 
harangue to the guards. They teftified by 
reiterated fliouts their joy at feeing him fafe ; 
^ joy which promifed the happieft concluiioa 
to the bufinefs of the day. 

The feiiators were now immediately fecur- 
cd. They had from the windows of the 
councilr-chamber beheld what was going for- 
ward on the parade before the palace ; and at 
a lofs tb know the meaning of the fhouts they 
heard, were coming down to enquire into th6 
caufe of them, when thirty grenadiers with 
their bayonets fixed, informed them it was his 
majefty*s pleafure they fhoUld continue where 
they Were, They begaii to talk in a high 

tone. 
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tone, but were anfwered only by having the 
door fhut and locked upon them. 

The moment the fecret committee heard 
that the fenate were arrefted, they feparatcd 
of themfelves, each individual providing for 
his own fafety. The king then mounting 
his horfe, followed by his officers with their 
fwords drawn, a large body of foldiers, and 
numbers of the populace, went to the other 
quarters of the town where the foldiers he 
had ordered to be affembled were pofteA 
He found them all equally willing to fup- 
port his caufe, and take an oath of fidelity 
to him. As he paflTed through the ftreets, he 
declared to the people, that he only meant to 
defend them, and fave his country ; and that 
if they would not confide in him, he would 
lay down his fceptre, and furrender up his 
kingdom. So much was the king beloved, 
that the people (fome of whom even fell 
down upon their knees) with tears in their 
eyes implored his majefty not to abandon 
them. 

The king proceeded in his courfe, and in 
lefs than an hour made himfelf mafter of 
all the military force in Stockholm. 

Powder 
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Powder and ball were diflributed to the 
foldiersj feveral pieces of cannon were drawn 
from the arfenal, and planted at the palace, 
thte bridges, and other parts of the town, but 
particularly at all the avenues leading to it. 
Soldiers flood over thefe with matches ready 
lighted i all communication with the country 
was cut off, no one without a paffport fronx 
the king being allowed to leave the city. 

A paper intitled the king's declaration to 
bis faithful fubjeds was then ftuck up in eve- 
ry ftreet ; which was to the following pur- 
pofe ; " that his majefty thereby exhorted all 
*' his faithful fubjeds and the inhabitants of 
" this capital city, to remain quiet and refpecl- 
*' fal fpedators of the fteps and meafures 
" which muft be taken for the prefervation 
*' of the public fecurity, the independency of 
" the kingdom, and its true liberty ; fince 
** his majefty has been obliged to make ufe 
'' of the power that ftill remained to him, to 
" free himfelf and the kingdom from the 
'^ ariftocratlc government which had now an 
;, " intention more than ever to opprefs all his 
" faithful fubjeds. 

'' His majefty orders alfo, gracioufly and 
" earneftly, his faithful fubjeds and the inha- 
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*' bitants of this city, to remain in their 
" houfes, and to keep their doors (hut to 
" prevent diforders 5 being aflured that any 
" one high or low who fhould oppofehis law- 
'^ fully crowned king, or fhould tranfgrefs 
". his oath or duty as a fubjed, will be pu- 
" niihed inftantly, or according to the circum- 
*' fiances j therefore nobody is to obey any 
'* other orders than thofe which will be 
** given by his majefly, on pain of fuch con- 
** fequences as would follow upon their dif- 
** loyalty/* 

An officer was likewife difpatched with 
orders to the regiments of Upland and Su- 
dermania, which were within a few hours 
march of Stockholm, to return to their quar- 
ters ; and that the commanding officer, who 
was a violent Cap, fhould inflantly repair to 
Stockholm. This was executed without the 
fmallefl difficulty. The precaution the king 
had taken not to fufFer any perfon w^hatfo- 
ever to quit Stockholm, had necefTarily left 
thefe troops in the dark refpeding the tranf- 
adions going forward there. The orders ufed 
on this occafion were in the ufual form, and 
cotinterfigned by the fecretary of flate j fo 
that it was impoflible for the commanding 

officer 
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officer to know whether they had been iflued 
by the fecret committee or not; confequently 
the moft prudent ftep he could take was to 
pay an implicit obedience to them. 

An officer, however, who was fent after 
general Pecklin, had not the fame fucccfs. 
The general had his paffport and orders iign- 
ed by the king the day before, to aflemble his 
own regiment and two others. With thefe 
be left Stockholm before twelve o'clock. 
Other orders were given the fame day to fol- 
low him and bring him back. The officer 
who was charged with them, found him fet- 
ting out from Sudcr Zelia about twenty Eng- 
lifh miles from Stockholm; he acquainted 
the general with his errand, who alked him 
if he had any orders in writing ; and upon 
his anfwering no •, the general faid his own 
orders were in writing, and he was not oblig- 
ed to believe every one that came to tell him 
a ftory. The officer had no force to flop 
him, and thus he ^ot away for the pre- 
fent. 

Befide the fenators who were confined in 
feparate apartments in the palace, gpneral 
Rudbeck, and all the leaders of the Caps, 
with many others of inferior note, were 

put 
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put under arreft. No one attempted to refift, 
to expoftulate, or to efcape ; and the king, 
who that morning rofe from his bed the ttioft 
limited prince in Europe, in the fpace of 
two hours rendered himfelf no lefs abfolute 
at Stockholm, than the French monarch is lat 
Verfailles, or the Grand Seignior at Conftan- 
tinople. 

The Hat party, in the fatisfadion they felt 
at the downfall of the Caps, feemed to for-.- 
get that what had overthrown their antago- , 
nifts, had at the fame time deftroyed the con- 
ftitution. They beheld with a foolilh exul- 
tation, power fnatched from the hands of 
their rivals, without refleding that they 
Would themfelves be no gainers by the event, 
but that the king alone was to reap the ad- 
Vantage of it. 

The Caps too djftnifting each other, the 
major part of them being ignorant of the full 
extent of the king's defigns, as well as how ;/ 

far the whole Hat party might have Entered 
into them, obeyed without murmuring his 
majefty's orders. Many of them, indeed, 
appeared folicitous to vie with the Hats in 
paying their court to the king, and expreff- 
ing their fatis&(3ion.at what had happened; 

and 
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and they feemed for the raoft part, lefs con- 
cerned at having loft their liberty, than anx- 
ious to obtain in lieu of it, a portion of the 
royal favour. The lower rank of people, 
. who were too infignificant to be of any 
party rejoiced at the deftrudion of a go- 
vernment in which they had no fhare, and 
from which they derived no advantages. 
They beheld with the higheft fatisfaftion 
the power of an ariftocracy, from which they 
had experienced only infolence and oppref- 
fion, transferred into the hands of a monarch, 
who was already mafter of their affeifiions. 

Thus without a drop of blood being fpilt, 
a blow ftruck, or even the llighteft appear- 
ance of tumult or diforder, the inhabitants 
Qf Stockholm furrendered that conftitution, 
which their fore-fathers had bequeathed to 
them after the death of Charles the Xllth, 
as a bulwark againft the future defpotiim 
of their future monarchs. 

At the commencement of the revolution, 
the king fent to the foreign minifters to re- 
queft their attendance at the palace. When 
they arived there, he addreffed them in thelc 
words : " It is for your own fafety, gentle- 
^* men, that I defired your attendance here. 

« I fhould 
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" I fhould have been highly concerned if any 
thing difagreeable had happened to you, 
" and the criticalnefs of the prefent moment, 
" did not allow me to anfwer for the event. 
** I fhall fay nothing to you concerning what 
" is going forward 5 you muft have forefeen 
*' it long fince. I have been compelled to it, 
" and fhall be juflified by the circumftances. 
** But I would not have you remain in a 
*' moment's ignorance of one thing, which I 
" defire you will immediately communicate 
" to your refpedive courts, that what has 
*' happened does not in any fhape change 
" my pacific inclinations, and that I fhall 
" carefully cultivate friendfhip and barmo- 
" ny with my neighbours and allies/' 

The remainder of the day his majefly 
employed in vifiting different quarters of the 
town, to receive the oaths of the magiftrates, 
of the colleges, and of the city militia. 

His fuite increafed every moment, the 
officers of both parties uniting to follow him. 
They all tied round their left arm a white 
handkerchief, in imitation of his majefly, 
who at the commencement of his enterpriz^ 
had done fo himfelf, and defired his friends 
to diflinguifli themfelves by that token, from 

thofe 
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thofe who naight not be «eli*wi(hers to his 
caufe^ 

The king likewife paffed the whole night 
in going the rounds through the city, during 
which time the troops alfo continued under 
arms. 

His majefty, not content with receiving the 
oaths of all the civil and military ofiicers, wa3 
refolved, if poflible, to adminifter an oath of 
fidelity to the whole body of the people. A 
meafure, which, confidering the religious dif- 
pofition of the lower clafles of the Swedes, 
would by no means be without its utility. A 
report of the king*s intention having been 
fpread over the town, feveral thoufands qf 
the populace aflembled on the 20th, in a large 
fquare. When the king arrived there, a dead 
filence prevailed. His majefty on horfeback, 
•with his fword drawn, advanced fome paces 
before his attendants. He then made to the 
peofJie a long and pathetic difcourfe, m a 
voice fo clear and diftindJ, that his auditory 
loft not a fyllable that fell from him. He 
concluded his harangue by declaring that his 
only intention was to reftore tranquillity to 
his native country, by fuppreffing licentiouf- 
nefs, overturning the ariftocratic form of go- 
vernment, 



( S85 ) 

Vemment, ttvivifig the did Sw^cliih liberty^, 
tod reftoring the andctit laws of Sweden 
fuch as they Were before i68lo.-*^*' I renounce' 
" now (added he) as I Kave already done all 
** idea of the abhotred abfolute powcf^ or what 
** is called ^tw*^/^%(j^, efteemihg it now, as 
** before, my greateft glory to b^ thd firft citi*^ 
** zen among a free people/' 

The populace, who liad not iieard their 
fovereign fpeak Swedifli fince the reign of 
Charles the Xllth, liftened to the king with 
all that admiration which (6 unufual an ad- 
drefs would naturally excite in them* They 
frequently interrupted him with the loudeli 
acclamations, and many of them even fhed 
tears of joy. The king then read the oath he 
took to tlie people, and had that likewife read 
which the people were to take to him. 

In the mean time the heralds went through 
the diflTerent quarters of the town to proclaim 
an aflembly of the ftateS for the following day. 
This proclamation contained a threat, that if 
any ^member of the Jt)iet fhould'datre to abfent 
himfelf, he fhould be both confidered and pu- 
nilbed as a traitor to his country. 

While bis majefty was fo effedually accom- 
plifhing his point at Stockholm, he negleded 
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nothing that could infure eqiial Tuccefs to his 
enterprise in the provinces. The regiments 
whkh were iniuU march for the city, had, as 
was before mentioned, returned quietly into 
their quarters^ The king's brothers were each 
of them^t the head of large bodies of troops; 
Hellichitis bM furrendered Chriftianftadt into 
the hands of prince Charles j prince Frederiek 
had felzed upon general Pecklin, who was 
confined in the caftle of Gripfholm on ac- 
count oi a manifefio he had drawn up, of 
which his majefty had got a copy ; and all the 
orders to the governors of. the fortreffes and 
provinces, running exadly in the. form pre- 
fcribed by the conftitution, thofe orders met 
with an implicit obedience from every quar- 
ter; fo that all things wefe conducted in the 
country with as little tumult and oppofition, 
as had been met with' at Stockholm. 

It is true the fbldiers and people in the 
provinces were in a great /meafure ignorant 
of what iiad been tranfaded in the city; 
and the king very prudently refblved that 
their firft authentic intelligence relative to 
it, (houid not' be till after the ftates, affem- 
bled in Diet, had ratified in the moft folemn 
manner,- the change he had introdftced* 

For 
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For this reafon t¥e king had by procla- 
mation^^appointed an affembly of the. ftates 
on the twenty-firft, when the old form of 
government.wasto be abplifhed by the ftates 
thcmfelves^ and a new one was to be pro- 
duced by his majefty, to which care would 
he taken that they IJipuld fcarcely; venture 
to refufe thpir aflent. • ^^^J■. . 

A report was for this purpofe ihduftri- 
oufly propagated, that'a largft' body of troops, 
which the king had ordered from Fialand, 
were adtually at the gates <$f the city, arid 
quarters were marked out for . them ' in i the 
town, as if this had been abfolutely thfe; fadJ 
This could - not fail to ' intimidate the ifet fes,* 
and the rhore fo, as from tile bfrcumfiance that 
no one could pafs through the barriers txf 
the town without a paflport from thejciftg, 
it was impoffible for thcfm to be fetisfied as 
to the truth . or faWhood of t^Uf report. ,^ . 

But his majefty did not ftop here. In- the 
morning of the twenty-firft^ a large detach^ 
ment of guards was ordered to take pofteili* 
on of the fquare, where the boufe of nobles 
ftands. The palace was invefted on all fides 
with troops, and cannon were planted in 
the court facing the hiall where the ftates 
C c 2 were 



tircf? to be f aflfembled. Thcfe were not on- 
ly HBhwg^d, bwt foldiieii^s ftood over them with 
m^tc^^ r^y iightsd in their hands. 

The feveral orders of the ftate were not 

this oGeafion allowed to affemble themfblves 

in their' rcfpeaive halls, and march from 

thence in a body,' preceded by their fpeak- 

ers, as was cuftomary j but every individual 

wa^sto make the.b€;ftof Jlis way to the pa- 

l3(?p,, where^ they all .entered, without ol>. 

feryifig aiay forfti or cefcmoHy, ^ch being 

fpH«it9vis pnly ^^yoi4 th? pu^thment held 

ou&tQithoferwhO ihould abfent themfdyes. 

It !vra«,;repiarked alfev that the. marfl^al of 

th^; ©iet'entereil theih^l of the-ftates with- 

ovtt ^he ftaffj "^hifh was the; mark of his 

VT^e king boirig ^at€d on his tlirone, fur- 
itouftded^by his ^haWds drid a numerous band 
of officers, addifefe^the ftates' in an haran- 
gue,. !\iyherem'hfr^aiBted the exoefies, the dif- 
oidttt'^ud miafoitanes into which party di-» 
vififlhshad plun^ the nation, in the moft 
glating "Colour^.: Be reminded them of all 
the pains he had. taken to heal thofe divii!« 
ohs; and the ingratitude he ]md'n(tet with in 
return. He gl*nced at the ij»&my they hsd 
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incurred from their avowed venality, and the 
bafenefs of their having been influenced by 
foreign gold, to betray the firft i^terefts of 
their country. Then flopping fliort in the 
middle of his difcpurfe-^he cried out, "if 
" there be any one among you wjio can de- 
". ny what I have advanced, let him rife atnd 
"fpeak/' . 

Circumftanccd afi the aflembly tii6ti ^as, 
it cannot appear ertraordinary that^b mem- 
ber of it ventured to reply to thfeking. There 
was however fo much truth in what he faid, 
that perhaps Ihame did not operate lefs pow- 
erfully than fear, in producing the fifence 
they obferved on the occafion. 

When his majefty had concluded, he or- 
dered a fecretary to read the new form of 
government, which he propofed to the ftates 
for their acceptance. Though it confifted of 
fifty-feven articles, it will be ncceflary only 
to take notice of four of them, to give a 
compleat idea of the plenitude of his SWe- 
difli majefty's powers at this day. By one of 
thefe, his majefty was to affemble and fepa- 
xate the ftates whenever he pleafed. By 
another, he was to have the fole difpofal of 
the army, the navy, finances, and all em^ 
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ploymcnts civil an4 military. By a third, 
though his majefty did not openly claim a 
power of impofing taxes on all occaGonSy 
yet fuch as already fiibfifted were to be per- 
petual, and in cafe of invafion or pre//tng 
necej/rty^ the king might impofe fome taxes 
till the ftates could be affembled. But his 
majefty was to be the judge of this neceflity, 
and we have feen that the meeting of the 
ftates depended wholly on his will and plear 
fure. By a fourth, vvhen thefe were ailem- 
bled, they were to deliberate upon nothing 
but what the king thought proper to lay 
before them. 

Thefe articles require no comment. 

After the form of government had been 
read, the king demanded of the ftates whe- 
ther they approved of it. They made a 
virtue of neceflity, and anfwered him only 
by a loud acclamation. . It was propofed in- 
deed by one member of the order of nobles, 
to limit the contribtitiohs to a certain num- 
ber of years : but the marfhal of the Diet re- 
fufed to put the queftibn without the con- 
fent of the king ; who exprefled his wifhes, 
that the nobles might have the fame confi- 
dence in his paternal care, as had been tefti- 
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fied by the other orders, where no fugh limi- 
tation had been propofed. 

After this had pafled, the marflial of the 
I)iet and the Speakers of the other orders, 
figned the form of government; and the 
ftates took the path to the king, which his 
iliajefty didlated to them himfelf. The whole 
pf this extraordinary fcene was then conclud- 
ed in an equally extraordinary ipanner.. 
The king drew a bppk of pfalms fronj his 
pocket, and taking off his crown, began fingr 
ing fe deuniy in which he was moft devoutly 
joined by the whole affembly. Tlji$ at firft 
fight may appear to bprder on the farcical ; 
but his majefty certainly did npt mean to im- 
pofe upon the ftates themfelves by an affedr 
ed deyotion j it was obvioufly upon the peo- 
ple, who are in Sweden of a very religious 
turn, that the king defigned by this cerempr 
ny to make an impreflion. 

The revolution was now completed. The 
princes Charles and Frederic had been regUT 
larly ipfprmed of wh^t paffed at Stockholm, 
as foon as the chapgp in the government had 
received the fandion of the ftates. Thefe 
princes affembled the officers of the troops 
under their command, and reading the king's 
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letters, to thtein, commanded them to tako 
upon the fpot the oath of fidelity to his ma. 
jefty. No one hefitated to comply with the 
princes orders, when apparently backed by 
theanthority of the ftates j and it is to be pre-, 
filmed that thefe officers were not informed 
with exa^nefs of the manner in which the 
confent of the ftates had been obtained on 
this occafion j or of the true nature of the 
change the king had brought about. 

The princes next haftened with an expe^ 
dltion equal to their sseal, into every town 
of Gonfequence in the provinces} where they 
received in the name of the king, the oath 
of fidelity to his majefty, from the inhabit 
tants and the troops. So that the revoluti» 
on which had been efFeded in Stockholm in 
the fpace of a few hours, was in the courfe 
of a few days, without oppofition or mur, 
muring, fubfcribed to throughout the whole 
kingdom, 

The fenators and all thofe who had been 
arretted, excepting general Pecklin and ano^ 
ther general officer ♦ in Finland, were now, 
upon taking the oath, fet at liberty, and the 

• Tbsfe officers were IjfcewTe fet at liberty fome pontlu ifter- 
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moft profound tranquility and perfed unanU 
jnity appeared to prevail among, the inhabi-^ 
tants of a country, which but a week before 
was a prey to civil diflenfion, and all the vio^ 
lence of party animofities. The calm which 
on a fudden fupceeded to fcenes of trouble 
and confufionj the clemency, the wifdom, 
the impartiality difplayed by the king on the 
occafion j the love the major part of his fub- 
jeds bore him, and the admiration in which 
he was held even by fuch as had been moft 
inclined to oppofe himj all contributed to 
render the change he had cffe&cd acceptable 
to the bulk of the Swedes j and to convince 
the few who loft by it, how unequal they 
were to the tall^ of ftemming the popular cur- 
rent which ran fo mugh in favour of their 
monarch. 

Thus all acquiefced, and the majority of 
the nation viewed with pleafure, nay, even 
gratitude, the conduft of the king. A con- 
duft which reflefted equal honour on his fpi- 
rit, his abilities, and his humanity. Even on 
the nineteenth inftant, in the midft of the 
poffibly dangerous, and certainly critical and 
weighty bufinefs in which he was engaged, he 
farniftied the moft ftriking proofs of that bcr 
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nevolence which peculiarly marks his charae-* 
ter. Nothing could be more amiable than his 
attention to thofe, even during the hurry and 
buftle of the day, who were under any appre- 
henfions for the fate of their friends, whom 
his majefty had caufed to be arretted. He 
fcnt particular meffages to the wives and rela- 
tions of thefe, befeeching them to quiet their 
alarms, and affuring them that every one who 
w^as confined Ihould in a fhort time have his 
liberty reftored to him. General Rudbeck, 
who was among the number of thefe, fent to 
the king a letter he had written to his wife, 
requefting his majefty^s permiflion to fend it to 
her. The king with his own hand added £e- 
veral lines to it, couched in the moft gracious 
terms, and intreating her to be under no un- 
eafinefs for her hufband, ta whom nothing 
would happen but a confinement for a few 
days. He even fent a meffage to the children 
of a poor curate, who had been laid under ar- 
reft, to afTure them their father would be re- 
ftored to them in a fhort time, and that they 
were to be under no uneafinefs on his ac- 
count. . Attentions like thefe, at the moment 
when it might have been expe(Sled that his ma? 
jefty's thoughts would have been entirely ab- 
forbed by other matters of fuch high impor- 
tance to him, were the ftrongeft indications of 
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the goodnefs of his heart : and indeed, during 
the whole of this tranfadion, the king ap- 
peared left anxious concerning the fuccefs of 
his enterprize, than folicitotis to prevent any, 
even the meaneft of his fubjcds, from f^fFer- 
ing the flighteft injury. 

Though the treatment the royal family had 
met with at the hands of fome of the leading 
men dnder the late form of government, might 
poflibly have juftified fome degree of retah'a- 
tion, after the king had compleatly poffeffed 
himfelf of the fupreme power ; yet his ma- 
jefty then feemed to have no refentment to 
gratify, nor even partialities to biafs him. He 
appeared to have acquired abfolute power only 
to difpenfe favours and rewards, not to make 
his fubjeds feel the weight of his authority. 
Thofe who had been particularly inftrumen- 
tal in promoting his dcfigns, were recompenfed 
with a generofity that exceeded their moft 
fanguine cxpedlations ; but with regard to 
others, of whatever party, they all fhared the 
royal favour alike. Many of the Caps were 
continued in offices of the highefl truft and 
emolument ; to which were likewife advanced 
even* fome of thofe very peribns who had in 
the Diet of 1756 trampled with fo much in- 
decency 
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decency upon the rights of the crown, and 
who had with fo much injufticc brought to 
the fcafFold the friends of the late king. By a 
condud fo impartial, fo noble, he conciliated 
the minds of all, as muqh as he had before 
gained the affedions of the major part of hi$ 
fubjeds. 

One of his firft ads was to abolifh the hor- 
rid pradice of putting criminals to the tor- 
ture 'j of which we have feen that the extra^ 
ordinary courts of juftice ufed frequently to 
furnifti inftances. The king likewifc iflued a 
proclamation to forbid the ufe of thofe names 
which diftinguilhed the different parties, into 
which the Swedes had been fo long divided, 
and which had brought fo many misfortunes 
on their country; a prohibition the more 
likely to be produdive of beneficial efFeds^ as 
the king himfelf firft fet the example of fhew- 
ing that he confidered fuch diftindions as now 
at an end. 

Shortly afrer the ftates had confented to the 
eftabliftiment of the new form of government, 
they were again affembled; when they refolved 
to addrefs the king, to thank him for having 
rifked the fafety of Tiis perfon in order to deli-^ 
ver the kingdom from anarchy and confufion. 

' The 
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The hotife of nobles ordered a medal to 
be flruck in tommemoration of the event, 
to the cxpence of which the three other orders 
requefted they might be allowed to contribute. 
On the 9th of September following, the Diet 
was clofed ; when his majefty acquainted the 
ftates he fhould call a meeting of them in fix 
years. 

The difmiffion of the ftates was all that 
was wanting to put the finifhing ftroke to the 
bufinefs he had fo happily atchieved. 

The marflial of the Diet and the fpeakers 
of other orders, in their harangues on this 
occafion, were not content with beftowing 
the higheft encomiums on the king, but con- 
demned themfelves in a manner which it 
muft be cpnfeffed rendered them truly ridi- 
culous. 

Nothing could be a more ample juftifica- 
tion of the king's condud than what was 
publifhed by the ftates themfelves, in an a£l 
called, the feces of the Diet. They there de- 
clare, that " an ancient divifion in the nation 
** had broken thofe ties which fliould unite 
•* fellow fubjeds in confidence and mutual 
** love. Often did his rpajefty in his gracious 
** harangues endeavour to reconcile the divi- 
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^ fions which fubfifted among his fubje^, 
*^ and to reftore union, concord, and a pa- 
" triotic zeal, the foundation of the happi- 
" nefs and the flrength of free nations : but 
^ our generous monarch, who perceived with 
" regret, that his benevolent endeavour muft 
*^ prove abortive, as long as the laws were 
" not fixed, as long as there was no balance of 
*' power in the government, and that liberty 
" was daily abufed ; at length created in the 
*' midft of the tempeft a moment of calm, to 
" give us time to refled more maturely upon 
" our fituation, and upon that of our country. 

*' It would be unneceflary to repeat here 
" the change which took place in the govern- 
" ment of the kingdom, when the Swedes cour 
" fidered the royal power as too dangerous, 
" and that we rather feared than loved him 
" who reigned. A long and painful experience 
" has convinced us, that the fundamental laws 
'' have often undergone changes, forced con- 
** ftrudions, and improper reftridions ; that 
" ufurpations have been made upon the royal 
" power, the refult of which was, innumera- 
" ble diforders. That the execution of the laws 
" was often entrufled to thofe very perfons who 
" were the authors of them. That the corruption 
'' of morals being become general, the laws had 
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'' loft the refpe€t, and the judges the obedi- 

'' ence which were due to them. That fo- 

" reign views influenced the national delibe- 

" rations. That the feeds of difcord were 

" carefully cultivated in a foil already prepa- 

" red to produce an abundant crop. That 

*' hatred and vengeance appeared in public 

** perfequtions. That ambition and envy 

" had caufed difcontents, troubles, and even 

" the Ihedding of blood. That an amend- 

*' ment of the conftitution was indifpenfably 

" necefTary to fupport a tottering edifice. 

*' That the public fafety rendered new laws 

" necefTary J infhort, that the yoke of fel- 

" low-citizens, at all times infupportable, had 

*' weighed down a people who ought to have 

" applied themfelves, wholly . to regain their 

"ancient ftrength and fplendour, by the re- 

" covery pf true liberty, under a king who 

'' made the laws the rule of his condud/ 

• . ^^ This was referved to be the work of our 
*• dear king, the magnanimous Gujfmms the 
" Illd. And if -will be his immortal glory, 
^ that with the affiftaftce of Providence, by 
" his own intrepidity, arid the courage and 
** patriotic love of their royal highpeffes the 
*' princes Charles and Frederick, he has faved 
*' the kingdom, which was on the brink of 
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** deftnidlioil. We acknowledge SLnd teltett 

•^ the intrepidity and clemency df our hing, 

^ We bleft the great wof k actomplifhed b^ ^ 

•* king obedient to the laws, who without be- 

^^ ing compelled to it, has abjured defpotifm, 

" by a new oath, and a new a{furance« 

•' Wc perceive the ancient liberty and {kfety 

** of the Swedes confirmed in a new form (rf 

" government, -which we for ourfelves, as 

*' well as for our deicendants have accepted, 

" approved of, and confirmed by oath the 

** twenty-firft of Auguft of this year ; and 

^ which we ultimately accept, approve of, 

** and confirm, as if it wats infcrted here word 

" for word* By this means Sweden has ob- 

" tained a true king to fill her throne, and 

** all the inhabitants of the Hate may at pic- 

*' fent without anxiety leave the admini- 

^ firation in the hands of a king, to whom 

** it belongs to govern aiid to preferve it j 

'^ who ii king not for his owti private advan^ 

" tage, but for that of his fubjcds j and who 

" places his graateft gloty* in reigning over 

" an independent people, and in being the 

" firft citiacn of a free fociety/' 

Such was the language now held by the 
ftates who but a few week$ before, were 
accuftomed to iet, without ceremony, the 
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king's fignature to refolutions, paffed in di- 
eted oppofition to his will. And fuch was 
the final conclufion of a revolution, by which 
on the one hand, the king reftored the 
crowh of Sweden to its ancient rights; and 
by which, on the other, he banifhed from the 
kingdom foreign corruption, foreign' influ- 
ence, and party diflfenfions. 

I have endeavoured in the former part of 
this work, by giving a fuccind view of fuch 
parts of the Swedifh hiftory as tended to il- 
luftrate the national charader and genius of 
the Swedes, to (hew " how far they were 
'' capable of being a free people." I have 
alfo endeavoured to point out the defeds of 
the late Swedifh form of government, and 
the abfurd and corrupt condud of thofe who 
adminiftered it. In the firft, we perceive the 
foundation of thofe revolutions to which 
Sweden has at all times been fubjed, as well 
as of that, which fo lately happened. In the 
latter, we are enabled to trace out the parti- 
cular caufes of the extraordinary facility with 
which the prefent king of Sweden accom- 
plifhed the deftrudion of the conftitution he 
has abolifhed. It were, perhaps, unnecefTary 
therefore to add here any comments upon 
the tranfadion I have defcribed. My objed 
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was to enable the reader to nxake them for 
himfelf. 

I fhaIl;only obferve that this revolution 
furnifhes us with a ftriking, and I may add a 
nfeful inftance> of the fatal efFeds of cor- 
ruption ; for even in Great Britain corruption 
has had its advocates. It fhews, that to re- 
ftrain too much the power of the crown, or 
to deny to the lower: orders of the people 
a due Ihare of. the advantages to be 
derived from a free conftitution, are equal- 
ly dangerous to liberty, It proves, that td 
difguft the nation with the popular branches 
of ^h^ legiflature, and to create in them a 
diftruft of their reprefentatives^ is to under- 
mine the government. And laftly, the fud- 
dennefs and facility with which this revolu- 
tion was accomplifhed, Ihould teach a free 
people never to truft too much to the opinion 
they may have been accuftomed to enter- 
tain^ refpeding the fecurity * of . their liber- 
ties, nor to indulge themfelves in the idea 
that no danger is near^ becaufe.no danger is 
apparent. 

With regard to the king of Sweden, I (hall 
only remark^, that if ^it were ever juflifiable 
in a.monarch to oyertum the conftitution of 
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his eountry, it was fo in the preffent in- 
ilance. 

In fad, he only deprived his flibjed3 of a 
form of government, in its own nature inca-' 
pableof being well adminiftered, to give them 
another, and which may, and as long as he 
reigns, certainly will be fo. Not to men- 
tion the allurements of power to a young 
and ambitious mindj allurements that ope- 
rated the more on account of the irkfomenefs 
of the fituation in which the miftaken policy 
of the Swedes had placed their fovereigns ; 
the influence foreign powers had acquired in 
the government^ the vices and defeds of 
that ; and the abandoned venality of thofe 
who held the reins of it, perhaps juftified 
his majefty's attempt on the one hand, as the 
ufe he has fince made of his power, has, on 
the other, proved him worthy of the fuccefs 
which attended him. 

If he deftroyed the conftitution, he preferv- 
ed the independence of his country. A con- 
ftitution which had long anfwered no other 
purpofe, but that of rendering Sweden fub- 
fervient to the views of it^ ambitious neigh- 
bours, or pretended friends. 
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Inihort, (hould his Swedifli majefty conti- 
nue to reign as he has hitherto done, we (hall 
fee the wifh of my lord Bolingbroke accom- 
plifhed, *' We fliall behold a king, the moft 
*' popular man in his country ; and a patriot 
" king at the head of an united peoplel'* 
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The S P E E C HE S of the prefent 
KING of SWEDEN, 

From the Time of his Accefllon to the Throne, till 
the clofmg of the Diet 1772. 

With fome other Pieces relative- to the 
REVOLUTION. 



The KjngV Speech at the opening of the Diet 
on the 2^th cf June^ i???- 

EVERY thing at this moment, even the 
place I fill, recalls to me, as well as 
you, our great and common lofs. When 
the ftates of the kingdom clofed their laft 
affembly, they beheld here a tender and be- 
loved father, a refpeded and merciful king, 
furrounded by.afFedionate fubjedsj and his 
three fons, wrho contended with eaqh other 
for the advantage of giving him the ftrongeft 
proofs of their veneration and love. Yqu 
now behold, inftead of that pleafingly af- 
fecting fight, three orphans overcome with 
grief, who mix their tears with yours, and 
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whofe wounds bleed afrefh at the fight of 
thofe that pierce your hearts. 

The nobleft reward of a good king, is the 
love of his fubjeds. The tears you fhed are 
the moft glorious monument that can be raill 
ed to his niemory. To me, they are an in- 
centive to virtuGj an encouragement to de- 
ferve, after the example of a father fb fin- 
cerely lamented, your love, and confidence, 
by clemency and goodnefs. 

I need not here mention to you the changes 
that have happened in the government fince 
your laft affembly. You will be fufEciently 
informed of them by the papers that will 
be laid before you. My abfence prevented 
me from effeding any thing for the good of 
the public. However, if we now enjoy the 
happinefs of feeing peace flourifh at home 
and abroad, a good underftanding prefer ved, 
and confidence well eftablifhed with our 
neighbours, and the ancient allies of the 
kingdom, they are the fruits of the prudence 
and, wifdom of thofe who have had the care 
of the adminiftration, and to whom I now 
wifh to, give this public teftimpny of my 
gratitude. I need fay nothing refpeding the 
objed you now meet upon. You know what 

the 
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the great change which has happened in the 
ftate requires of you. You are apprized of 
your rights, and it is that you might affert 
them that you are here alTembled, To that 
purpofe I wifh you the bteffing of the Al- 
mighty, that peace and unanimity may pre- 
fide over your courifels, and prepare a happy 
iffue to them. 

Born and educated among you, I learned 
from my early youth to love my country ; 
to confider it as my greateft happinefs that 
I was a Swede ; as my greateft glory, that I 
was the firft citizen of a free people. All my 
wifhes will be accomplifhed if the refolutions 
that you are about to take, contribute to fe- 
cure the welfare, the glory, and independence 
of the kingdom. To fee this nation happy 
is my firft objed; to govern a free and inde- 
pendent people, the height of my ambition. 
Do not fuppofe thefe are vain words, contra- 
dided perhaps by the fecret fendments of my 
mind. They are the true pidure of a heart 
glowing with the moft ardent love for glory, 
and for my country. A heart, too honeft to 
didate what it docs not feel, too proud ever 
to recede from an engagement. I have feen 
various couutries, and I have endeavoured to 

acquaint 



( 4o8 ) 

acquaint myfelf with their manners, thek 
government, the advantages and difadyanta- 
ges attending the fituation of the people. 

I have obferved, that it is neither abfo-: 
lute power, luxury, magnificence, or trea- 
furesamaffed by too fcrupulous oeconomy, 
which make the fubjeds happy ; but unani- 
mity, and the love of their country. It is 
then in your own power to be the happieft 
nation on the globe. May this Djet be e- 
ver diftinguifhcd in our annals for having fa- 
crificed every private view, all perfonal jea- 
loufies and animofities, to the great intereft 
of the public ! On my part, I fhall contribute 
in whatever depends on me, to reconcile your 
divided opinions, to re-unite your hearts, ali- 
enated now from one another, fo that this 
aflembly may, with the bleffing of the A/- 
roighty, be the aera of the felicity of thi^ 
kingdom. 

The KingV Answer to the Deputies of the 
Nobility^ the %oth of June^ 1771. 

THE forrow expreffcd by the nobility 
opens a wound in my bofom, that time 
can never perfedly heal The tears with 
which the people have bathed the toncib of fq 
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good a king, encourage me to follow his ex^ 
ample. The welfare of the king is fo clofe-« 
ly conneded with that of the country and of 
the nobility, that you ought to be affured 
I fhall negled nothing which may contribute 
to your happinefs. My firft attention fhall 
be to fupport the laws and liberties of my 
people J to prepare to ftrengthen and augment 
their union. Defcended from a Swediih gen- 
tleman, who merited the crown for having 
^xtinguifhed the fire of difcord, ^nd deliver- 
ed his country from foreign chains, I think I 
cannot hold his fceptre by a nobler tenure, 
nor give ftronger proofs of the reditude of my 
intentions, than by following his fteps. 

The KingV Address /o the fenate ajjembledthe 
%%th of November^ i??!- 

THE melancholy profped now be- 
fore us, which threatens an unhappy 
divifion in the ftate, cannot, gentlemen, 
have efcaped your penetration and zealous 
attention to ferve me and your country. 
Experience (hews to what a height hatred 
and civil difcord may be carried, particularly 
in a free country ; and of what fatal confe- 
quences they are to the kingdom. Strongly 
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impreffed with thefe confiderations, I declar- 
ed to the ftates at the opening of the Diet^ 
that my fir ft care fhould be to re-unite their 
hearts, and fubdue thofe animofities which 
had fo long difturbed the kingdom, under mj 
two augnft predeceffors. My cpnfcience is 
the fureft warrant of the truth of my fentU 
ments, and what has paffed in the courfe of 
this Diet, and is known to all Sweden, vnU 
bear an unequivocal teftimony that my a<9i. 
ons have been conformable to what I then 
promifcd. 

But the more pains I have taken to obtain 
this falutary point, the more am I concerned 
to perceive that the divifions of the two parties 
have changed into a more dangerous diflen- 
fion 5 I mean, a divifion among the orders 
themfelves. I can no longer doubt it ; I can- 
not even be fuppofed ignorant of it, fince 
an authentic memorial, with the fan£lion of 
the orders of the ftate, has informed the 
kingdom of their difagrcement. But with- 
out feeking for remote caufes, I need only 
confult my heart, which fufficiently tells me 
the daiiger of my country, and I confult it 
at this moment. If my birth and duty had 
not indiffolubly conneded my happinefs with 
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)i that of the ftatc, if I did not confider it as 
Is the higheft honour to reign over a free and 
fl independent people, I fhould remain a quiet 
B fpedator of the events or fecure to myfelf in 
9 future, A more fplendid fituation, at the ex- 
h pence of your liberty. My heart is not fuC- 
Jf ceptible of fuch fentiments. I voluntarily 
K promifed my people to be the the guardian 
jd of their liberties 5 and as long as Providence 
I allows me to hold this fceptre, I will be fo; 
t! it is in confequence of this intention, gentle- 
men, that I find myfelf obliged to make you 
the depofitaries of my uneafinefs. I do not 
wifh to interfere with the deliberation of the 
ftates, but I think it as much your duty as 
, mine to prevent the confequences that the 
turbulence of inflamed fpirits may occafion 
on all fides, which may have fatal effeds, 
and prove deftrudive to the liberty of the 
ftate. I have refolved to fend for the four 
orators of the ftates, to reprefent to them 
the dangers of our prefent fituation: the bu 
finefs of the Diet almoft at a ftand j my aflxi- 
ranees poftponed ; the time of my coronation, - 
which I had fixed for the 24th of laft Sep- 
tember, ftill undetermined. How many feeds 
. of diflfenfion hourly flioot up, and what un- 
eafinefs 
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eafinefs muft the kingdom feel in contempIa-» 
ting thefe events ! Nothing can be more inte-r 
refting to us all. Our country ftands in need 
of a fpeedy fuccour, whigh it can repeive only 
from me and the ftates. All I mean to fay 
will, I hope, be conducive to their wellrbeing, 
and the fupport of the laws. I am their 
king, a child of the ftate; who in confidera- 
tion either of my rights or my duty, do not 
belong more to pne order than another ^ and 
cqnfequently am attached to all with the 
fame degree of tendernefs. Such, gentlemen, 
is the refolution I wifhed to communicate to 
you, conformably to the laws of the kingdom. 
But I am ftill ipore induced to it, by the opi- 
nion I h^ve qf your abilities, and your con-» 
cern for your country's gQod,. 

Tlje King's Speech /^ the Marjhal of the Diet^ 
and the Speakers of the different Orders^ (he 
2Sth of Nove?nber^ ^77?- 

IT is now almoft three months fince I inr 
formed the ftates, by an extradl from the 
regifters of the fenate, of my wifh to have the 
ceremony of my confecration performed, in or- 
der to lay at the feetof the Eternal, the crown 
of my anceftors, which he has heen pleafed to 

place 
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place on my head. I have ever fince exped- 
ed in ' filence an anfwer from the ftates ^ but 
the moft unexpected events have fince hap- 
pened, whdfe fatal confequences give me the 
greateft nneafinefs. I fhould not think I ful- 
filled properly not only the duties of a king, 
but even thofe of a citizen, the ftrongeft and 
moft facred I ever contracted fince my birth, 
if I calmly beheld the prefent fituation of 
public affairs. 

From the moment in which, by the will of 
Providence, I found myfelf unexpectedly pla- 
ced on the throne, by the moft melancholy 
and unexpeded event •, my cohftant care has 
been to reftorc harmony to my divided king- 
dom. My actions are known to all, and by 
tliem you may judge- of the reCHtude of my 
intentions. With thefe intentions I received 
the ftates at the opening of the Diet. I faid I 
would endeavour all: in my power to conci- 
liate their diftefences, and re-unite their hearts 
alienatfed from each other. I certainly did not 
cxpeCt to find before the clofe of the Diet, the 
fpirit a£ party break, out in altercations, the 
moft deftruCliVe to liberty and the nation. 

I confider the ftates too highly, and have 

too much refpeCl for the laws, to interfere in 

^ their 
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theii; deliberations. Far be fucha fehoijght 
from my mind But whaja the:da^er isevk 
dent and preffing, to remqfia a paffivc Ipcdator 
of it, would be criminaL It \^^ould be but a 
bad proof of attachqaetit tp my. country, or 
love for my fellow-citizens, to look on* with 
indifference at events that may Jead them to 
the edge of a precipice. Penetrated with thefe 
fentiments, I thought it'my duty to fend to 
you the marfhal of the Diet, and. the three o- 
ther fpeakers, to impart to you my uneafincfs 
at the unhappy differences that now fubfili 
among the four orders, which jointly compofc 
the ftates of the kingdom. . I can no longer 
be ignorant • of thefe difierencjcs, fmce^ they 
.have appeared properly authexvticatedin print; 
which has excited atteation:as:much abfoad^ as 
in the interior parts of the kipgdom. > : - 

. If my intentions wei© lefs pure^ leT^ 'up- 
right, leii bmoccnt;: ifimly heart was nbfim^ 
prefTed with the:ftroiigesft,love fbr m7b[j{:rnlty^ 
for its profperrty, its independence;. iJberty^ 
glory, and happinefs, I : might have^ cah$iy 
waited for events ; and) after the example of 
other kings my pred?ceff<iM-s, ffei^ed an oppor- 
tunity of profiting by thek divifions, at tfcc fcx- 
pence of the laws and 'liberty. But wjben- 1 
firft faluted the ftates as their king, I con- 
tracted 
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trailed an. engagement with them, the more 
facred as it was a free one; an engagement too 
folemn to. permit me ever to forget the duty 
which my honour, and ftill more, rny feelings 
require of me. I know that kings of this 
country have been unfortunate enough not to 
have been always confidered as tender fathers 
formed to unite the hearts of their children, 
but as foreign powers with whom they were 
to capitulate. But I feel niyfelf aduated by 
fo fincere a zeal for my country, fo difengaged 
from all perfonal intereft, or any views rela- 
tive to my perfoaal intereft, that I hope to 
eftablifli that reciprocal confidence between 
the king and his fubjeds, which paft times 
have too much contributed to deftroy, 

: It is with thofe intenlibns which T this 
morning communicated to thefenate,. that I 
iave requefted your attendance, in order to 
reprefent to the ftates in the ftrongeft min- 
Jier, the fatal confequences they, as well as 
the kingdom in general, have to fear, if they 
4o not put a ftop to thofe fhdcking difagree-^ 
ments, at this time moft particularly fo, when 
a general want of money renders the. conti- 
nuation of a Diet very burthenfome j when 
a bad harveft gives us caufe to fear famine, 
the plague, or fome contagious diforder. All 

thefc 
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thefe calamities which threaten us at once, 
require fpeedy remedies, mature deliberations, 
animated and vigorous refolutiohs. 

Happy in being able to contribute my fhare, 
I offer myfelf as a bond of concord between 
the ftates, my dear fellow-citizens, and fub- 
jeds. I leave it to them to determine how 
and in what manner they chufe to make ufe 
of my good intentions. They may with fo 
much the more confidence intrufl to me that 
falutary work, as I have already declared to 
them, and I declare it again in the prefence 
of their orators, that, fatisfied with the claims 
they allow me, I a{k nothing for myfelf. I 
am the only perfon in the kingdom who, bom 
a child of the flate, do not belong in particu- 
lar to any one order; who love them all 
equally, and whofe fate being flrongly con- 
nedled with the true interefl of the ftate, am 
xx)nfequently the only impartial perfon in this 
delicate bufinefs. I wifh to lay all thefe con- 
fider'ations before, the flates, to whom I re- 
quefl the marfhall of the Diet, and the other 
orators, may give an account of this decla- 
ration. 

. The 
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The King's Address to the States qffembled 
the %ift of Augujiy 1772. 

PEnetrated with the moft lively grief at 
the fight of the fitnation in which I 
now behold my country, I find myfelf oblig- 
ed to expofe the truth in the flrongeft light. 
The kingdom being now on the verge of 
ruin, you ought not to be furprized if 1 do 
not receive you at prefent with the fame ex- 
preffions of joy, as my heart ufed to di£tat6 
when you approached the throne. I cannot 
reproach myfelf with having concealed any- 
thing from you. I twice addreffed you with 
all the truth my fituation required, with all 
the franknefs honour infpires. The fame 
franknefs will now dired my words in the 
necefTary retrofped of pafl, in order to re- 
medy prefent evils. 

It is a mournful, but generally acknow- 
ledged truth, that hatred and civil difcord 
have diftraded the kingdom. 

For a long time the nation has been a prey 
to the diffenfions that have in a manner di- 
vided it into two diftind fets of people, unit- 
ed only in injuring their country. You 
know that this divifion has produced hatred \ 

E e hatred, 
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hatred, revenge ; revenge, perfecution ; and 
perfecution, new revolutions. 

Thofe agitations occafioned by a few ambi- 
tious men have fhook the kingdom. Both . 
parties have fhed rivers of blood, and the 
people have been the unfortunate victims of 
their difagreement j in which they were no 
Otherwife interefted, than in being the firft 
to feel the unhappy confequences of it. 
The only intention of their leaders, was, to 
ftrengthen their own power. Every thing 
was made fubfervient to that point, often 
at the ejipence of the citizens^ and always to 
the injury of the kingdom. 

When the fpirit of the law has been evi- 
dent, they have forced the letter of it to their 
own purpofes ; when it abfolutely condemn- 
ed their proceedings, it was broke through. 
Nothing was held facred by a multitude urg- 
ed on by hatred and revenge* In fhort, 
confufion was pufhed fo far, that it became 
a generally received opinion that plurality 
of voices was above law, and they acknow- 
ledged no other rule of condud but thefe ar- 
bitrary proceedings. 

Thus.it was that liberty, the nobleft right 
of humanity, was transformed into a defpo- 

tic 
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tic ariftocracy in the hands of the ruling par- 
ty ; which was itfelf overborne in its ruin, 
and governed by a few. The approach of a 
new Diet occafioned a general confternation. 
Far from confidering the means of conduc- 
ing properly the affairs of the kingdom, they 
were folely employed in getting over num- 
bers to their party, in order to preferve them- 
felves from the^ culpable audacity and vio- 
lence of the other. If the internal fituation 
of the kingdom was perilous, how humiliat- 
ing muft it have been abroad ? I am afhamed 
to fpeak of it. Born a Swede, and King of 
Sweden, it was almoft impoffible for me to 
fuppofc that foreign views fhould govern 
Swedifh men; much lefs that fuch an influ- 
ence fhould be obtained, by the vilefl and 
bafefl: means ; means odious to every Swedifh 
citizen. You underfland what I mean, tho' 
my delicacy wifhes to throw a veil over the 
ignominy into which your difTenfions have 
plunged the flate. 

Such was the fituation in which I found 
Sweden, when by the decrees of Providence 
I received the Swedifh fceptre. You your- 
felves know that I fpared no pains to bring 
about a reconciliation. When I addrefTed 
you from the throne as well on this as on 

E e 2 other 
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other occafions, I always recommended tina- 
nimity, and obedience to the laws. I have 
facrificed both my private intereft, and that 
of my ftation 5 I have refufed no engage- 
ment, no ftep however painful, that might 
produce fo falutary an effed, for the national 
good. Whoever can contradidl this truth 
let him boldly do it. 

I expelled my endeavours would have freed 
you from the chains, that foreign gold, mu- 
tual hatred and licentioufnefs had forged for 
you i and that the example of other nations 
would be a terrifying, warning to you. All 
has been in vain. You have been feduced 
partly by your chiefs, partly by your private 
animofities. All reftraihts have been thrown 
afide, all arguments broken through. 

l/icentiQufnefs has overleapt all bounds, 
and has been the more lingovernable as it bad 
been for a timerepreffed.. The moft virtu- 
ous, worthy and diftmguiihed citizens have 
beenfaaificed^ venerable minifters, degrad- 
ed J whofe zeal and fidelity have been at ali 
times acknowledged. Whole bodies of nia- 
giftrates depofed. Yes, the whole people 
has been crufhed ; the popular voice filencedj 
their complaints confidered as feditious; J^ 

fhort, their liberty bowed down under the aril- 
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tocTatic yoke. The AJmighty has manifefted 
his anger at th^ injwftice of thofe who had 
vfiirped dominion. The earth has clofed her 
womb and refufes her gifts. Want, niifery, 
calamitfes of all forts haVie opprefled the 
country. Far from feeking a remedy when 
I firft urged you to it, you then appeared 
more particularly determined to gratify your 
private feelings, than to relieve your eonftir. 
tuents. When neceflity drove you at laft to 
take the means of relieving the finkihg na^r 
tion, the reijaedycamealmoft too late. 

In this manner has a year paffed, during a 
moft expenfive diet, in which nothing has 
been done for the king. AUmy remonftran- 
ces having. l)€en lafeleft, and my care without 
icfFefl ; penetrated with grief for the fate of 
my dear country, I have waited in filenee to 
fee what the nation would think of the con^ 
dud of their deputies towards them, and me, 
One part of the nation bore the yoke with 
fighs and murmuring, but with fubmiflion, 
not knowing how to obtain redrefs, nor how 
to fave their country. In another part of the 
kingdom they were reduced to defpair! They 
took arms. In this fituation the ft ate, true 
liberty, and public fafety being in the moft 
imminent danger (not to mention that which 
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threatened my own life) I had no other re- 
fource than to adopt, with the affiftance of 
the Almighty, thofe means that have deliver- 
ed other brave nations, and latterly Sweden 
herfelf under the banners of Guftavus Vafa. 
God has bleft my undertakings my people 
have been once more animated with fuch a 
. 5seal for the; good of their country, as once 
filf ed the hearts of Engelbrecght and Gufta- 
vus Ericfon. All has fucceeded to my wifti> 
and I have faved myfelf and the kingdom, 
without any of the citizens having fuftained 
the leaft injury. 

You are deceived if you fuppofe I intend 
■ ^ny thing prejudicial to your laws and liber- 
ties, I promifed to govern a free people. A 
promifetbe more faored as it was voluntary. 
What I am now about will not make me 
break a refolution, which was not founded on 
. neceflity, but my internal convidion. I am 
far from wifhing to deftroy liberty. I mean 
only to abolifh licentioufnefs j to fubftitute 
for the lawleft and arbitrary proceedings 
which have for fome time tyrannized over 
the kingdom, a wife and well regulated form 
of government ; fuch as the ancient Swedifli 
laws prefcribe, and to govern as my great 
predeceffors have governed it. 

The 
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The only end I have piropofed to myfelf 
in all I have done, is to eftablifh true liber- 
ty ; it is this alone, my dear fubjeds, which 
can render you happy. I fhall eftablifh it by 
your fafety under the laws j by the fecurity of 
your property, by the encouragement of in- 
duftry I by the prefervation of good order in 
the town and country -, by the moft attentive 
care to augment generai opulence, and to en- 
able you to enjoy it in peace and tranquilli- 
ty j and finally by promoting true piety 
without hypocrify, and without fuperfti-r 
tion . 

. AH this icannot be accpmplifhed, if the 
kingdom be not governed by an invariable 
law, the letter of which cannot be forced: by 
a law which binds not only the king, but the 
ftates; which can neither be abolifhed nor 
changed without the free confent of both ; 
which allows a king, zealous for the good of 
his country, to confult with the ftates, with- 
out their confidering him as an object of ter- 
ror; and which laftly unites the king and 
ftates in one common intereft, the good of the 
kingdom. 

The law which is to bind me, as well as 
you, is that which is now going to be read to 
you: 

You 
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You will eafily perceive by what I have 
laid to you, that far from having any private 
views, my Whole objedl is, the good of the 
kingdom. If I have been forced to fhev^ 
you the truth in its ftrongeft light, I have 
not done it from motives of refentment, but 
wholly from a regard for your true welfare. 
I no wife doubt but that you will receive this 
with gratitude ; and that you will concur 
with m^e in placing upon a Iblid and invari- 
able foundation the edifice of public happir: 
nefs, and of true liberty. 

Illuftrious and immortal kings have borne 
the fceptre vvhich I now hold m my hands. 
It would be more than prefumption in me to 
compare myfelf to them. But I emulate 
them all in zeal and love for my people. 

If you have the fame regard for your coun- 
try, I hope the Swedifh name will recover 
the confequcnce and glory which it had ac- 
quired in the days of cur anceftors. 

The Almighty, from whom no fecrets are 
hidden, fees at this inftant the fentiments of 
my heart: may He deign to grant his grace 
and bleffing to your councils and to your de- 
cifions. 

The 
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The KiNG^s Speech tc the States on the 2^tb 
of Auguji, 1772. 

IT IS with the utmoft gratitude towards 
the Almighty, that I addrefs you this 
day with that ancient confidence and Swe- 
difli candour, pradifed in the time of ray 
anceftors. 

After fo many troubles, after haying 
been fo divided in fentiment, we have at 
length but one objed, the good of the 
kingdom. It is now time to put an end to 
a Diet which has already lafted fourteen 
months. On this account I have brought 
the propofitions \ have to make to you 
into as narrow a compafs as poffible. 

The wants of the ftate are confider- 
^ble. On my part, oeconomy ihall not 
be wanting. What you fhall grant to me 
ihall be employed only to your own adr 
vantage. 
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The King'j Speech to the States on clofing m 

I 

Diet the <)th of September, 1 77 2. 

IN terminating this laffembly of the flates 
of the kingdom, which will certainly be 
one of the moft memorable of any that have 
diftinguiflied our annals, I feel myielf pen^ 
trated with the mpft lively gratitude towards 
the Almighty, who has deigned to proted our 
country, and diffipate a ftorm which threat- 
ened deftrudion, not only to the liberty d 
the inhabitants, but to themfelves. 

This Diet began, in mourning for the loii 
of a good. king and a beloved father. Your 
deliberations were interrupted by difcord and 
party hatred. It fliould feem that Provi- 
dence had defignedly fufFered the misfor- 
tunes which oppreffed our anceftors, to ar- 
rive at their utmoft height, in order the bet- 
ter to evince the ftrength of his hand in the 
remarkable change which has juft taken 
place. 

This happy revolution has, under the di- 
rcaion of Providence, applied an immediate 
remedy to all the evils, which have harraffed 
the kingdom for upwards of a century. A na- 
tion 
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tion before torn by diffenfions, it has render- 
ed a united, free, powerful, and indepen- 
dent people, zealous for. their country's good. 
It is thus circumftanced that the government 
of the kingdom paffes from your hands into 
mine. Liberty is confirmed; the laws are 
fixed ; concord is reftored. 

You can eafily conceive the tender fenti- 
ments with which I behold you this day 
affembled before the throne. 

The few days that have paffed fince this 
'great change has taken place, have furnifhed 
jne with the fureft proofs of your afFedion, 
and of your entire confidence in me. I have 
feen thofe virtues, thofe great qualities, by 
which your anceftors honoured the age in 
which they lived, fpring forth anew in your 
hearts, and fhew themfelves i^ your adions. 
They had only lain dormant in your hearts ; 
the prefent conjundlion has called them forth. 

That courage, that attachment towards 
their king and country, which once diftin- 
guifhed the Swedifli nobles, have been revived, 
and have fupported me by the moft vigorous 
exertions. The fubmiflion of the clergy to 
the decrees of Providence, their zeal for the 
glory of God, their obedience to fuperiors, 

their 
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their love of concord, and of the public good, 
have re-appeared. Be attentive to infpire your 
abfent brethren with the fame fentiments. 
The zeal of the order of burghers for the 
commerce of the kingdom, has been mani- 
fefted, fince they have acquired a juft fenfe 
of their true intereft and real profperity. 
The refped of the order of peafants for God 
and the government, has (hewn kfelf fully, 
as from the time they were left to themfelves, 
they have confulted ojily that love for their 
country, which has at all times characterized 
the Swedifli people. 

I feparate myfelf therefore from you at this 
day, with a heart filled with gratitude and 
joy, after you have concurred with me to re- 
eftablilh upon the moft folid foundations the 
ancient Swedifh liberty ; after you have regu- 
lated a form of government which favours 
it; after being united to me by the ftrongeft 
ties, you may hope for times more fortu- 
nate. 

I affure you I fhall fet no bounds to my 
cares, and attention to merit the confidence 
you place in me. And if by mutual union, 
by ceconomy and moderation, you fecond my 
labours for the welfare of the kingdom, its ag- 
grandize- 
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grandizement will be certain j and I fhall fee 
my hopes fulfilled of receiving you after fix 
years, as a faithful, happy, united, free, and 
independent peojJe. 

IThe Speech of the Marshal of the Diet, 
on the fame Occa/ion. 

IT was with the pureft joy, and moft pro- 
found veneration, that on the opening 
of the Diet, the nobles teftified to your ma- 
jefty in this place, their fubmiflion, their zeal, 
and their everlafting fidelity. It is with a 
fatisfaftion as pure and inexpreflible, that at 
the foot of the throne, they this day reite- 
rate to your majefty an aflTilrance of thofe 
fentiments which they have ever teftified, 
and fhall ever preferve towards the facred 
pcrfon of fo honoured and fo beloved a king. 

During this Diet the nobles have given 
the ftrongeft proofs of the regard they pay to 
your majefty's rightsj well knowing that the 
Swedifli nobility, if feparated from the inte- 
refts of the throne, might likewife bring them- 
fcl ves to forget their duty to their country, what 
they owed to their owr^^ body, and to their 
pofterity. They have therefore concurred 

with 
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with your majefty in every means which 
your patriotifm and enlightened zeal had 
pointed out as proper to be adopted, in order 
to relieve the nation and to eftabliih its inde- 
pendence. 

It only remains for us, at the conclufion 
^ of this affembly, to form the moft ardent 
vows for the prefervation of your majefty; 
that the happinefs of your fubje6ls may con- 
tinue as long as your precious life j and that 
the nobles may contribute hereafter to the 
flrength and glory of this fortunate reign. 

Speaker of the ClergyV Speech. 

W' HEN, in obedience to your majefty's 
orders, the reprefentatives of the 
clergy affembled themfelves before the throne,* 
for the laft time during this Diet, their hearts 
are filled with fuch fentiments of veneration, 
of zeal, and of gratitude, as no mortal 
tongue, much lefs mine, can adequately ex- 
prefs. 

If this Diet forms an epocha the moft me- 
morable of any in the Swedifh hiftory, every 
thinking being muft perceive in it the hand 

of 



( 431 ) 
of the Almighty, and contemplate with holy 
veneration the great defigns of Providence. 

Every government is marked by the ftamp 
of human weaknefs, that of being imperfed, 
inconftant, and variable ; they have their be- 
ginning, their growth, and their end. 

In the fame manner that an individual by 
an irregular life, may himfelf abridge his 
days ; a people may alfo, by abufing their 
freedom, contribute to its deftrudlion. 

Happy the people who in fuch a change 
can preferve liberty, the foul of civil fociety ! 
— Happy the Swedifli people, who can be- 
hold your majefty as the inftrument in the 
hands of the Lord, to deliver the liberty of 
Sweden from what had- debafed and degrad- 
ed it ! Happy the ftates of Sweden, which, 
notwithftanding fuch a change, may with 
the fame fecurity and freedom take leave of 
a king, as gracious as when they firft beheld 
him ! 

Ever memorable aflembly! during which 
the ftates converted the tears that a juft 
grief caufed them to fhed over the tomb of 
a much regretted monarch, into tears of joy, 
flowing at the foot of the throne of a king 
born among usj who has fulfilled much 
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fooner than could have been expected, th 
great hopes which his country had formc( 
of him, from the moment of his birth. 

The ftates do not now feparate without 
feeing the crown recover upon his head its 
ancient fplendour j after the clouds that had 
been colleded by the viciffitudes of time to 
darken its luftre, had been fo wifely difperf- 
ed by your majefty, not with the violence 
of a ftorm, but by the gentleft rays of boun- 
ty, fparkling from their celeftial fburce. 

The clergy deem themfelves happy in hav- 
ing been witneffes to fo extraordinary an 
event; the accomplifhment of which Provi- 
dence had referved for your majefly ; and br 
which the Almighty has refolved to pour his 
grace and mercy upon this afHided kingdom, 
by making your majefly inftrumental in 
bringing a remedy to thofe great evils it la- 
boured under, before they had time entirely 
to corrupt and deftroy it. 

Bleffed be your majefty, who fo often en- 
deavoured to rcftore peace, tranquillity, and 
union, to minds fo agitated and divided ! 

May God grant that Difcord be by tbil 
means fo totally vanquifhed, that fhe fhai 
never again dare to appear in Sweden, anl 
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draw tipon us defcrved plariiftirijcnts frorii 
God! 

BIcffed rftay yotilf ttiajefty be'iti all ybil 
ftill medittite, in otdtt to febmplete the great 
work begaii iil the naiiie of the Lbtd, that of 
teftoritig trariqtlilHty to the kingdom, of d6li- 
Veririg and e^caitittg it; fo that yoilr inajefty 
(hall not facrifiice yoiirfelf lil vairf, fof a peo* 
J>le VIrhofe iove iand fidelity are fallen to you 
ks ah iriheHtarice alotig with the ctdWli* 

The deputies 5f the clergy fepafatd froiii 
fcach other this day, rejoiciiig at what they 
have feeii acc6mplifhed by the Lord* They 
will hiften to fpread among their brethren 
and their congregations, the praifes of God 
and of the king; They will proclaim it iri the 
kingdom, that ybiir majefty has il6t only ofr 
fered, but ill reality expoied yoUir facred perfoil 
in order to be the blefled bond of uniofl 
among your fubjedd; 

The will encourage the Citizeii, binding 
beneath the weight of^ luifery, with the gentle 
hope of better times. A hope which has Ue- 
Ver been lb well founded as dt prefeilt, when 
the gi'eat Guftavus has added to, the lift of hii 
wyd titles, that of firft citizen of a free p6o-* 
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ple:^ They will be continually at the feet of 
the heavenly Father, offering the mofl ardent 
prayers for your n^ajefty, that you may never 
want that ftrength which God infpires, to 
epable.you to wear for a length of years that 
croiya which your majefty, by your extreme 
loyc for your cpuntry,. has rendered more 
yreighty than wheii you firft received it. Yes, 
witji ^the grace of God, . they will itake every 
care to contribute to your majefty's latisfadion 
in the execution of their fundions; knowing 
th^t by fo doing thejr fulfil the will of their 
heavenly mafter and promote the good of his 
chiirch. ; 

SPEtetH of the SpfeAKfcR^/)bf BXJRGBERS. 

* -V * -> ' 

THE order of burghers l^y at the foot of 
yourmajefly^ tbronq, their veojeration 
autd rgratitpde, at the clofe of a Diet fp hap- 
pily concluded. 

Dufing tjjis affembly of the flates, the mo- 
toent has arrived, from which the happinefs 
_aad independence of the kingdojp of "Swedea, 
may date a new epocha. 

Frorri the titoe of youri majedfty's accdSGbn to 
th4 cro^/smj you have coiitimiaUy^ftrangthcn- 
ed the foundations of government. 

Your 
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YourTCgard for the welfare of yourfiaAige^b, 
your ardent dcfire to cxmifcribute to the happi- 
nefs off your. kingdtHri, aiad to foUaw without 
obfkack the glorious ex^n^pb of yow ftjiccf* 
tors, have, together witfe wifdom, guided the 
flaps of your majefty in the road to glory j 
and the k>ire of yourfub^cfds fecures as miich 
as their oath and their dtaty, your majefty's 
power and authority. 

Youx great qualities,^^your approved vir- 
tues, and your fignal fove for your jcountry, 
would render all form of government unne- 
ceflary. But your majefiy. has .wifely confi- 
dered times to come, and. the kingdom ex- 
peds, under the fcepter of Vafa, th? height of 
felicity. ^ , 

. Mayth^j Almighty, render, your ipajefty'a 
reign long aijd 'happy 5 nW^yyve reap t\m fruits 
of peao&si and may lilp^i-jtyi^, that moftr p^jeious 
right ; of ; m^i;ikind>, ,^e ^ifift.ed and protedted 
by the .laws, under your majefty'? -fpepter. 
May licentioufnefs be for ever -hviried, and 
virtue , regain her empire. May union and 
mutual concord, point to the true interefts of 
the kingdom, and fuflain its dignity and anci- 
ent fplendour. May difcQrd be for ever ba-^ 
nifhed from the hearts of the Swedes j obedi-- 
F f 2 ence 
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encc contribute to the objeds of good lawsj 
induftry and diligelic& render the fVibjed^ 
happy ^ their profperity become the firft plea-? 
Hire of your majefty j and the welfare pf the 
kingdom your greateft glory ! 

SpEEcif of tk^ f>v^^^^K 9f th^ Qrper ^ 

Peasants,. 

AT the clofe of this pet, as long in its 
duration, as happy in, its conclufion, 
when the prder of peafautsi lapproaeh the 
throne, they recolle(5 with the higheft vencr 
ration, that it is by the tender an4 sse^lous 
cares of yoi^r majefty, that the kingdpni has 
been faved, when even on the brink of der 
flru6tion ; that a balance of power, which has 
been hitherto wanting to the form of govern-r 
ment, has been eftabliflicd, and that the anci-: 
ent Swedifli liberty and independence have 
been reftored. Events which fiirpaffed the 
hopes of the Swedes, as much ^s they have 
aftonifhed Europe/ 

I want words to exprefs the very humble 
vpner^tion and the jsealous attachment tOr 
wards your piajefty, which the order of pea-? 
fants, and their ahfent brethrei^ cnterta.in. 

The 
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The peafants believe they fulfil the defires 
pf the abfent, in humbly laying at the foot 
of the throne, fincere Swedifh hearts, as a 
pofleffion to which your majefty from a love 
of yo»r country, has acquired the jufteft 
Ititle. 

The chains which galled free citizens, hav- 
ing been broken ; the rights and ancient fe- 
ipurity of the Swedes re-eftabli(hed ; and 
the foundation of the ftrength of the king- 
dom laid in fuch a manner, that Sweden may 
hereafter recover her ancient glory and fplen- 
4ourj a new epocha commences from this 
(day, which will animate the induftrious, 
though hitherto opprefled mechanic ; which 
v^ill render profperous manufa<^ures, before 
fallen into decays and which will inch'ne 
every fiibjed to refped the government, to 
)pve his country, and obey the laws. 

JllAiiiFESTo ^Captain Hellichius, Com- 
rnaridani in the CityofChriJitanJiadt. 

IN order to inform you of the intention of 
the meafures which have been taken, to 
put this town and fortrefs into a ftate of de- 
fence, and to eftablifli a fufficient guard in 
them, this manifeftp is to declare that it is 

only 
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only on account of certain perfbns having 
by violence and ftratagem, at the expence of 
the laws and citissens, dared to take upon them- 
ielves moft unjuftifiably the name of " States 
df the kingdom of Sweden j" that they have 
exercifed the moft abfolute authority, have 
deviated from the laws and limits of juftice, 
and have bmifhed integrity from all their ac- 
tions, and favoured foreign views. All which 
plainly evinces that they have taken no pre- 
ciutions to prevent the want of corn, and 
the mifery that pppreffes and afflids the 
greateft part of the kingdom, nor have they 
thought of any remedy, or any means or 
refource for the fecurity of, commerce, and 
^ the circulation of money. All our bulwarks 
are negleded. The ruin of the kingdom 
muft foon have followed. Public and pri- 
vate fafety were fo far loft, that the reputa- 
tion, honour, and property, of the citizens, 
had no defence, The moft violent attempts 
have been made aigainft the juftand legitimate 
power of the king ; all obedience, indeed, to 
his majcfty has been laid afide, on all occafi- 
cns. ' .' . . 

From thefe confideration,s it was, that the 
roiiitnrv power of this town and fortrefs, fup- 
pofed that fuch a mode of governing tended 

to 
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to unlimited power •, which each of you by 
virtue of your oaths ^and engagements, are 
bound to rejed and prevent. On this ac- 
count the garrifon refufe deference and obe- 
dience to the pretended ftates, and confider 
and declare all they have done to be null 
and void : and as the moft efficacious remedy 
to the general diforder, they are refolved to 
perfift with firmnefs in the refolution they 
have taken, not to lay down their arms till 
their views are fully anfwered. 

The work, my brave Swedes, is at laft be- 
gun. Remember what you owe your kin^ 
and country : fhew your zeal in your feveral 
ftations : let us have but one intereft. It is 
the only way to fave the kingdom from a 
Ihameful downfall, and perhaps a foreign 
yoke ; which if not yet quite certain, we have 
the flrongeft reafon to apprehend. We pro- 
teft before God, in the face of the world, that 
our intentions are pure, and free jQjom any- 
hidden defign. They only tend to the good 
of the country, and are to anfwer no other 
purpofe, than to give to God, what belongs 
to God J and to the king, what belongs to 
the king. 

At Chriftianftadt this iftof Auguft, 1772. 
. ^ : The 
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The KiNoV Ordinance relating to thi PaStm 
that have troubled his Dominions. 

OUR cafes for your general union, hav- 
ing had, by the powerful protedion 
and bleffing of God, fuch happy fiudcefs, that 
the ftates of the kingdom have unanimotifly 
received, and confirmed by oath, a new form 
of government, by which the fafety of the 
fubjed is eflabiifhed in the mofl fblemn man- 
ner, and >A;hich has at the fame time put ail 
end to all caufes of difgord and divifion ; we 
have room to hopfe, with good fonhdatioii, 
that from this rhdnrient the ancient fpirit of 
party, which had divided and torn the na- 
tion, has intifely difappearedj and we fhall 
no longer behold the father oppofed to the 
fon, the brother to the brother, and every 
family a prey to the mdft fatal divifions, dif^ 
gracing themfelves by fuch acStions, contrary 
to all the laws and ordinances of God, as afHidt^ 
ed all good people, who could hardly con- 
ceive that fuch corrupt morals could prevail 
in a chriilian country. 

To accomplifh with the greater expedition 
our defigns and hopes, we think ourfelvcs ob- 
liged to give v/arning and order, that no re- 
proach (hall be inferted in any writings that 

tnie&t 
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might give offence to the different parties that 
have heretofore prevailed -, and that the con- 
tennptuous names which have ferved till now 
to diftinguifh them, be never again employed 
in the odious fenfe in which they were accuf- 
tomed to beufed. 

The confidence with which the fidelity of 
our fubjefls infpires ns, gives us hopes that 
wha:t has been faid and ordered with refped to 
thofe writings, and public difcourfes, will 
out of zeal and love for the quiet and tran- 
quillity of their country, be equally obferved 
in private converfations ; fo that the laws 
and manners may equally coincide to the 
fame purpofe, and render the Swedifh peo- 
ple a nation happily united in their venera- 
tion for God, their obedience and love for 
their country, and in the practice of all the 
fecial virtues. 

Given at the caftle of Stockholm, the 
24th of Augul!, 1772. 

GUSTAVUS. 

Jean De Heland. 

• • • . 
G g . Tie 
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The King'sXetter /o Prince Charles, 

GusTAVUs by the Grace of God^ J^^g / 
Sweden^ &c, to the Serene Prince our v)elU 
beloved and dear Brother Charles^ heredi- 
tary Prince of Sweden^ greeting : 

Serene Prince, our njoell-belqved and dear 
Brother; 

WE are informed by your royal high- 
nefs's letter of the 24th of this 
month, of what we already had forefeen, 
that captain Hellichius had, upon the firft 
fummons of your royal highnefs, given up 
the fortrefs of Chriftianftadt, of which he 
had for fome time been poffeffed. It has 
been proved to the public that he has not 
been fedkious, that this brave officer revolt- 
ed only againft licentioufnefs and party rage, 
but not in any fort againft us, or againft the 
country. 

We name only him^ as he was at thg.h'ead 
of the enterprize. - We fhall, however, ^- 
ways tenderly remember tf^ofe* who' afljfted 
him, either fuchas belonged to the gar rifpn, 
or others. They all rifked their li^s, un- 
certain of fuccefs 5 they did not fear even 

tortures 
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tortures or the moft ignominious ptiniih- 
ments. True glory braves them iall. Gdd 
knew their hearts, that they were for us, and 
for their country. Their vows were accom- 
plifhed. True liberty is once more eftablifli- 
ed. Oppreflion, perfecution, and all foreign 
views have difappeared ; and we have reco-* 
vered the royal authority, under which the 
kingdom may date its moft glorious times. 
The more providential this revolution, the 
more are we inclined to declare to captain 
Hellichius, and to thofe who have affifted 
him, or obeyed his orders, our gracious ac- 
knowledgemeats, and the pleafure that their 
courage, firmnefs, and loyal condud, gave 
us. No one can teftify it to them in a more 
honourable way than your royal highnefs : 
whofe ftriking example of love for us, and 
our country, is the fubjeft of their venera- 
tion. On which account it is we give this 
commiflion to your royal highnefs j affuring 
you at the fame time of our royal favour, and 
brotherly affedlion, and recommending you 
to the holy care of the Almighty. 

From the caftle of Stockholm, the 28th 
of Augijft, 1772. 

GUSTAVUS. 
. , Charles Carlskiold. 

I FINIS. 
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